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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

To join St. Dennis Parish or learn more about us, contact the parish office at 815-
838-2592 or fill out the online registration form on our website. You will also be 
added to our “Constant Contact” notices which distributes weekly bulletin and 

prayer line. Visit our parish website at www.saint-dennis.org   
and our church FACEBOOK page.   

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday 4:30pm  

Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
 

    Daily Mass  8:00am   
  

Saturday Confessions 3:30-4:15PM  

                            
Parish Office Hours  

Monday-Friday  
8:00am to 4:00pm  

815-838-2592 

Congratulations 
Maeve Lynn Steiner 

Child of Simon and Prescila 
and 

Sean Patrick Baltuska 
Child of Jonas and Lauren 

 

On your Baptisms 
Welcome to our parish family 

Mass Intentions 
August 20 
4:30 pm— Angela Welter by Mother, 
Cynthia Georgantas, & Son, Tyler Kero 
Lottie & Joseph Hulina, Remb, by 
Daughter, Ellie Cabay 
August 21 
   7:30 am— Mariellen Kehlenbach, 
Bday Remb, by Joe 
Daniel C. Harry by Mr. & Mrs. Ollie 
Harry 
   9:30 am— Deceased Members of  
Zander Family by Cathy Pauly 
Charley Samars by Sister, Wendy 
Lawrence Grant by Judy Martis 
Tom Reardon, Bday Remb, by Family 
   11:30 am— People of the Parish 
August 22 
   8:00 am— Viola & Raymond Daul by 
Mary Daul 
August 23 
   8:00 am— Clare Kehlenbach Himes, 
Anniv of Death, by Joe 
August 24 
   8:00 am— Thomas Zander, Bday 
Remb, by Cathy Pauly 
August 25 
   8:00 am— Roger & Ray Burgan by 
Mary Daul 
August 26 
   8:00 am— Virginia Wacha Reed by 
Janet & Brian Boland 
August 27 
   4:30 pm— Deceased Members of   
Stolarski, Gozdziak, and Grala Families 
by Clara Gajewski 
Roman Mosior, Bday Remb, by  
Charlene Mosior 
Richard Mosior, Bday Remb, by Wife, 
Charlene 
August 28 
   7:30 am— John Vicena, Bday Remb, 
by Phill & Sandee Vicena 
Dolores Shaffer, 3rd Anniv of Death, by 
Barb Friedman 
   9:30 am— Robert Dickson, Wedd  
Anniv Remb, by Lorraine 
John & Michelle Peirick by Rubel  
Family 
   11:30 am— People of the Parish 

Flame of Faith 
Week of August 21 

 
In Memory of 

Lawrence Grant 
 by  

Judy Martis 

Rest in Peace 
Diane Ostrowski 
Ralph Stevens 
Eternal rest  

grant unto them,  
O Lord 

NO 8AM MASS ON  
LABOR DAY,  

MONDAY,  
SEPT 5TH. 



Dear Parishioners, 
 

Pastor’s Message. Once upon a time in ancient Japan, a big, tough Samurai war r ior  went to see a renowned old monk in a remote 
monastery. "O holy one," he said in a voice accustomed to instant obedience, "teach me about heaven and hell." The monk – somewhat 
like Mr. Miyagi from the Karate Kid movies – looked up at this mighty warrior and replied with utter disdain: “Teach you about heaven 
and hell?  I couldn't teach you anything! You're dirty.  You smell.  Your blade is rusty. You are a disgrace to the Samurai class.  Get out 
of my sight.  I can't stand you.” 
 
The Samurai was furious.  So great was his rage that he was dumbstruck. Shaking with utter anger at such an unexpected humiliation, he 
unsheathed his mighty sword and raised it high above him, preparing to slay the insolent monk on the spot. But looking up at the ominous 
sight of the warrior about to strike, the monk softly replied: "That's hell." 
 
The Samurai was overwhelmed and literally stunned by the remark. This diminutive holy man endangered his own life to show him the 
"hell" that he requested. The warrior had never experienced such compassion and insight before. Filled with gratitude, he slowly and 
thoughtfully put down his sword. A great calm came over him, and suddenly the man of war felt at peace. "And that's heaven," said the 
monk softly as he walked away. 
 
In today's gospel reading, Jesus is asked an urgent question about heaven and hell: "Lord, are they few in number who are to be saved?" 
Take careful note of the fact that Jesus, like the monk in this story, did not directly answer this question. Instead, as if to say "that's none 
of your concern," he invites the questioner to experience salvation himself, focusing attention on the questioner's own salvation rather 
than on speculation about the salvation of others. "Try to come in through the narrow door," Jesus responded. 
 
My dear friends, the gates of heaven are quite narrow doors indeed. Some people think that just by being "good" they can get in. Other 
people think that just by having "faith" they can enter. Both groups of people have only part of the answer. Let’s look at these two words, 
“narrow” and “door,” for an answer. Here are some reflections that came to me in prayer this week after observing all the many doors – 
too many doors – in our 100-year old rectory house – none of which are handicap accessible, and thus much too narrow. 
 
Let’s start with the word “door.” You have to open a door to get through a doorway that leads to somewhere else. That is obvious. But 
what is not so obvious in faith is this: Jesus is that door. Jesus is also the doorway. And it is Jesus who leads to himself as the door, and 
guides us through the doorway, as our heavenly Father awaits us on the other side. It is neither what we believe or what we do that mat-
ters as much as who Jesus is and what he has done for us that makes the difference for salvation. Are you ready to enter through this door 
at the invitation of Jesus? 
 
Now let’s look at the word “narrow.” Until and unless we strip ourselves of our big ego, we are too inflated to pass through any door-
way. If we are carrying too much baggage of guilt and resentment that we refuse to drop, we also cannot get through to heaven. Either 
way, we have to strip ourselves of pride and pretension to get through. To say this is not to be “narrow-minded;” rather, it is to be 
“focused.” Only by keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus will we be able to actually see the door and pass through it with the blessing of Jesus. 
 
The narrow door of discipleship is intentionally challenging, but Jesus is there to help us every step of the way. He shows us to that door, 
and he leads us through that doorway in two ways. First, we find that door through the Bible and the Catechism, which explain to us the 
teachings of Jesus that are so different from the overly broad-minded teachings of the world which only lead to death and destruction. 
Second, we pass through the holy door by the grace of the sacraments, which Jesus gave us to deflate our egos, to repent of our sins, and 
to discover other-worldly strength that comes from him to embark on the journey of discipleship. 
 
Today, will you accept the invitation of Jesus to enter  through the nar row, that is, the focused door  that leads to glory? If you do, 
you have nothing to lose but your pride and any other sins that puff you up and prevent your passage. Discipleship takes discipline, fo-
cused concentration, and emptying of our egos to make it safely through to heaven. When you come to Communion today, ask Jesus to 
show you the narrow door of faith, and to help you to step into a supernatural place of faith and grace that illumines your journey to para-
dise, thereby giving you joy and confidence even now. 
 
 
Father James (saint-dennis.org/pastor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Faith Formation 
 

Sept 7 Encounter Parent Meeting 6PM Church/Narthex 
Sept 14 CGS Parent Meeting 6PM Narthex 
Sept 18 CGS 10:45-12:15PM 
Sept 18 Confirmation Prep 6PM Church 
Sept 19 CGS  6-7:30PM 
Sept 21 CGS 4:30-6PM 



 

OFFERING  
There are offering baskets  stationed at the en-
trance to the church that you can drop off your 
donations.  You can also drop off or mail to the 

parish office.  
 

AUTO DEBIT 
Our parish has been using automatic debit  

withdrawal for almost 10 years. Many parishioners 
use this means for their weekly donation to the 

parish. The use of an authorized automatic direct 
donation from your savings account or checking 
account to our parish account certainly helps the 

parish budget and can save you time. If you would 
like to set up church contributions from your bank 

account, contact the Business Manager, Chris 
Deters, at the Parish Office at 815.838.2592,x121 

or cdeters@saint-dennis.org  
Thank you for your commitment to our parish and 

supporting our church and school.  
 

Happy Summer!   
Next meeting:  
Wednesday, Aug 24, 6-8PM, Fracaro Hall 
Our Ministry is collecting school supplies 
this month.  Bins in Narthex.  (Please do not 
put material in the food pantry bins.)  Mone-
tary donations always welcome towards ship-
ping costs. All ladies welcome.   

THANK YOU EVERYONE 
wwolowiec@yahoo.com 

Garments of Praise 

 

Sunday Collection for August 14, 2022 
  

Sunday Collection (158 transactions), (loose cash $792.00)  $    6,859 
Weekly Auto Debit                    $    2,069 
Monthly Auto Debit Weekly Avg                           $    3,974 
Total          $  12,902 
  

Weekly Budget        $  15,900 
Year to Date Budget        $111,300 
Year to Date Actual                                                $109,706 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023 
 

Energy Needs Collection — Next Weekend 
Fish Pantry Collection — Weekend of Sept. 3/4 

                                                                          

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISING SPONSORS.  

AmazonSmile has made a charitable donation to St. Dennis Church in the 
amount of $100.57 as a result of qualifying purchases made by our parishion-
ers between January 1 and March 31.  THANK YOU for your support! 


