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The new Directory for Catechesis 
By Bryan Reising 

 

This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 

Part One – Catechesis in the Church’s Mission of 
Evangelization 
Chapter Four – The Formation of Catechists 
The formation of catechists is nothing new. This section 
opens with that for “centuries, the Church has never 

neglected to give priority to the formation of 
catechists.” Even from the beginning, Jesus formed his 
disciples to be ministers of the Word and transmitters 
of the faith.  In this chapter, it stresses the importance 
of our catechists receiving sufficient and good quality 
formation. 
 

This section can be very helpful for you as parish 
catechetical leaders and for the diocese as a whole to 
ensure that we are providing sufficient and good quality 
formation for our catechists. 
 
Of course, in this section, The Nature and Goal of the 
Formation of Catechists, it really describes formation in 
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general for all the baptized: “Formation is an ongoing 
process that, under the guidance of the Spirit and in the 
living womb of the Christian community, helps the 
baptized person to take shape, which means unveiling 
his deepest identity which is that of being a son 
(daughter) of God in profound communion with his 
brothers (sisters). 
 
The goals of formation of catechists are to become 
missionary disciples and to accompany and educate 
believers in the faith. 
 

In the next section, The Christian Community as 
Privileged Place of Formation, it states, “the 
consummate place of formation for the catechist is 
therefore the Christian community.” In other words, the 
parish community, where the catechists serve is also 
the primary place where the catechist is formed and 
trained. 
 
In section three, Criteria for Formation, it describes 
several criteria to be considered: 
 

a. Spirituality of mission and evangelization – this 
is an experience of evangelization so that the 
catechist is a living missionary disciple and 
enthusiastic about sharing the person of Jesus 
with others 

b. Catechesis as integral formation – catechists are 
teachers, educators, and witnesses of the faith 

c. Style of accompaniment – which means they 
learn how they can be in relationship with those 
they catechize and accompany them on their 
journey of faith 

d. Consistency of formative styles – here it is 
important that catechists learn different 
methods or pedagogical styles so that they can 
be more effective in passing on the faith to 
others 

e. An attitude of docibilitas and of self-formation – 
docibilitas, meaning the willingness to be 
touched by grace, by life, by persons…in order 
to learn how to learn. And self-formation is not 
the only way a catechist is formed but must be 
a part of one’s discipline to continue to learn 
and be formed. 

f. The dynamic of the laboratory in the context of 
the group – learning by doing 

 
In the fourth section, The Dimensions of Formation, it 
includes many important aspects of formation. Pope 

Francis often teaches about “being a catechist” before 
“doing catechesis.” This topic deserves reflection by 
each catechist. This “being a catechist” and “Knowing-
how to be with” covers the human, Christian maturity, 
and missionary awareness. The “Knowing-how to be 
with” is the relational aspect of this ministry, knowing 
who you are serving and helping those you serve to 
experience the importance of community. 
 
Also, in section four, we have Knowledge: Biblical-
Theological Formation and the understanding of Human 
Beings and the Social Context. Therefore, within Sacred 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition, the catechist should 
have formation that covers: 

- The main division of salvation history – Old 
Testament, New Testament, and Church history 
in the light of the Paschal Mystery of Christ 

- The essential core of the Christian message and 
experience: the Creed, the liturgy and the 
sacraments, moral life, and prayer 

- The principal elements of the ecclesial 
Magisterium (the pope in union with all bishops 
as the Teaching authority) concerning the 
proclamation of the Gospel and catechesis 
 

In addition, in presenting the message, the catechist 
needs to learn to be attentive to how this is done so 
that it can be welcomed and received actively. This 
presenting the message includes:  

- A concise and kerygmatic character 
- A narrative quality of the biblical account 
- A catechetical style of theological content 
- A knowledge of the disciplines of apologetics 

 
The presenting the message also includes the use of 
human sciences as well: 

- Respect for the autonomy of science 
- The discernment and evaluation of the different 

psychological, sociological, and pedagogical 
theories 

- Incorporating the human sciences with the 
perspective of faith and on the basis of Christian 
anthropology (the study of human societies and 
cultures and their development) 

 
Also, in this fourth section, a very important dimension 
to consider is the Savior-faire: Pedagogical and 
Methodological Formation. Here the catechist is formed 
as an educator and a communicator. The catechist 
recognizes that those being catechized are active 
participants in this activity. In this way, the catechist is 
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more of a facilitator helping those being catechized to 
become more engaged with the process of formation. 
In addition, this section lists several attitudes. It is worth 
checking this list out. 
 
Section five looks at The Catechetical Formation of 
Candidates for Holy Orders. I will not summarize this 
section since it relates to men in seminaries. However, 
it is worth looking at in order to know how future 
priests are formed so that we can work collaboratively 
with them. 
 
The sixth section looks at Centers for Formation. These 
centers of formation include the parish, as mentioned 
before, the parish, and interparochial and diocesan 
opportunities for catechist formation, such as our Called 
Formed & Sent Day and Lay Missionary Disciples. In 
addition, we have a partnership with the Catholic school 
of higher learning, the University of Dayton and their 
VLCFF – online courses for catechists and PCLs to learn 
more about the content of the faith as well as methods 
for catechesis. 
 
It also includes centers of specialization for officials and 
leaders of catechesis such as diocesan, interdiocesan, or 
even national centers for formation. This is for 
leadership and specialization, like catechists working 
with persons with disabilities. Finally, there are higher 
institutes for experts in Catechetics. This offers priests, 
deacons, consecrated persons, and laypeople a 
catechetical formation at a higher level. These persons 
can then go on to be professors at Catholic universities, 
colleges, and institutes, in which they can further train 
leaders and others in catechetical ministry. 
 
We will continue our journey into this new Directory for 
Catechesis in the months to come. Next month, we will 
begin Part Two, The Process of Catechesis and focus on 
chapter five, “The Pedagogy of the Faith.” 
 

To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

I will also be facilitating a 3-week seminar on this 
directory in the third Cycle of University of Dayton’s 
VLCFF this year (April 11 – May 1, 2021). Hopefully, we 
will get enough people to have a closed course of 
those within our diocese. At this writing, we just need 
one more person to register to have a closed course. 

Please contact me as soon as possible if you are 
interested. 

 

COVID-19 Task Force 
We have a committee, which will offer guidelines 
regarding catechetical formation, RCIA, youth ministry 
and other ministry and parish activities. We will be in 
regular communication with you regarding these as we 
study the stats for each county of our diocese and 
communicate our recommendations. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for our next PCL Gathering is April 22, 2021 
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. The theme will be “A 
Time of Rising from the Ashes.” We will have Rita 
Martinez presenting from Sadlier. COVID has 
brought us a completely new way of living. As we 
come back to normality in the near future, we 
pray, how are we going to conduct ministry? Will 
we take a fresh new look at our Rising from the 
Ashes? This PCL Gathering will be a facilitated 
discussion on what we learned during COVID and 
the new ways we can approach our ministry. This 
meeting will be held via Zoom. We will send out 
an EventBrite notice for this PCL Gathering. 
 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day 2020 

(from November 7, 2020) 
View the keynote and the learning sessions online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=
PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_ 

 

Lay Missionary Disciples 
For those who registered for Lay Missionary Disciples, 
here is the following remaining schedule: 
 

April 17, 2021 – Morality 
Fr. Shane Baxter  

Relationship with God; Responsibility to Care for Our 

Neighbor 

May 8, 2021 – Lay Ministry in the Church  
Bryan Reising 

Theology of the Laity, History of Laity and Lay Leaders, 

Sharing Our Stories 

 

 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
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Parish Visits 
These parish visits will resume after the coronavirus 
pandemic (we are shooting for this fall). Bryan can 
personally visit with pastors, catechetical leaders, and 
during your parish catechetical formation. Please 
contact Bryan by email or phone: 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4323 to arrange 
a time for him to visit your parish. He will not get to all 
parishes during the catechetical year, but he would like 
to get to all regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla 
(North, West, Eastern, and Southern Vicariates) is 
available as well. Bryan will handle the Central Vicariate. 
What will happen during these visits? What can you 
expect during these visits? The following are some 
examples: 

• Evaluation of your evangelization efforts 

• Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation  

• Observation of your faith formation during the 
time of instruction  

• An in-service with your catechists 

• A presentation to parents  

• A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children  

 

Vicariate Meetings 
These will be on hold until we are past the pandemic.  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Southeast Texas Food Bank The website to help 
volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  

Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont 
The need for volunteers (has increased recently. 
Contact Chris Robertson: (409) 924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at (409) 924-4406 

Some Other Place – Morning food preparation is 
needed (Monday through Saturday). Phone : 
(409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 

Cycle 3:  

April 11 - May 1, 2021 (Mostly 3 week courses) 

(Registration: Opens February 24; Closes April 

7) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 

(Vocation of the Catechist) 

• Catholic Beliefs 

• Catholic Identity and Culture 

• Catholic Teaching on Chastity, Family 

Life, and Human Sexuality Education 

• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview (Bryan will facilitate this) 

• Ecclesiology: A Theological, Historical 

and Pastoral Summary 

• Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 

• Emotional Intelligence and its Impact on 

Faith Formation 

• Images of Jesus 

• Introduction to Catechesis 

• Introduction to Prayer 

• Introduction to Scripture 

• Mercy 

• Ministering in Times of Scandals and 

Divisions 

• Ministry Leadership in the Church Today 

• On Bended Knee 

• Our Hearts Were Burning 

• Reflections on Faith and Finance 

• Romero: Pastor, Prophet, Martyr and 

Saint 

• Spirituality of the Missionary Disciple 

• Summary of Catholic Social Teaching 

• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

• Theological Reflection: Key to 

Connecting Faith and Life 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 

https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=217
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=244
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=37
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=254
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
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renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish in English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s 

degree in Theology? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

In Word and Witness 

Professional Organization for PCLs, 

Evangelization Directors, and Diocesan 

Leadership 
Become a member of In Word and Witness, a 
national organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, 
and others! They have a free membership and a paid 
membership. The paid membership is only $60 a year 
and has extra benefits. For information on those 
benefits and how to register as a free or paid 
member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 
 

Safe Environment  

As of January 1, 2021, the new Chancellor of the 

Diocese of Beaumont is Dr. David Castronovo . He will 

be responsible for all aspects of the Charter 

implementation, including the Charter audit. His contact 

information is dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org or     

409-924-4304 (direct extension). 

Given the pandemic situation, there is no expectation 

that PCLs do the impossible. Simply do your best. If 

parents/guardians do not respond, then your audit 

report is to reflect the statistics that are available. You 

will not be penalized if those statistics indicate that 

many students have not been trained this year. The 

deadline for return of the current Charter Audit 

Training Report expired on January 29, 2021. If you 

have not submitted your Report yet please do it as 

soon as possible. 

Due to some confusion we also want to clarify the 

current process of certification for adults in the Diocese 

of Beaumont. All in-person sessions remain suspended. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 

2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 

3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training 

or the initial recertification, direct them to 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   

and make sure they choose the correct menu 

button; either “Protecting God’s Children Initial 

Training” or “Virtus Recertification.” The button for 

“Virtus Recertification” only applies to the initial 

online recertification training. It does not apply to 

Keeping the Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those 

who need to complete KPA training, they should 

receive an email sent to the email address used to 

create their Virtus Account once KPA recertification 

is necessary. If someone forgot their login and/or 

password or needs technical assistance, please 

contact the Virtus helpline at 1-888-847-8870. 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley 

at jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.  

 

https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
mailto:dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org

