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A Year of Challenges Transformed to a 

Year of Grace 

By Bryan Reising 
During this year of COVID-19, we are realizing a need 
for creative ways to pass on the faith because this 
pandemic prevents us from doing things as usual. Many 
of you have developed plans to be either totally online, 
totally family-based, a blend of both online and family 
based, or onsite (perhaps with increased elements of 
family based and online). Thanks to the publishers, 
thanks to the staff of Evangelization and Catechesis, and 
thanks to many of you, we are able to make this work. 
Yes, there are going to be bumps in the road along the 
way, but because we care for all our parishioners, we 
will provide catechetical formation in any safe way we 
can. 

 
One of the things I have seen several times is that 
parishes who opt for a family-based catechetical 
formation may start off slow, but by the end of the 
catechetical year, the parents and whole families 
become more engaged with the faith. Families pray 
more together; parents celebrate not only birthdays, 
but also baptismal days (“new birth” days); parents 
celebrate faith traditions within the home connecting 
their culture with the faith during times like Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter, and special feasts like St. Martin 
de Porres, Our Lady of La Vang, Our Lady of the 
Assumption (Our Lady of the Acadians), and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe; and families volunteer together to do an act 
of charity and mercy.   
 
Yes, not all families are equipped to do online 
catechetical formation, but with smart phones more 
and more available, as well as tablets, laptops, and 
desktop computers more available, this capability is 
increasing.  
 
Even as some parishes reopen (while ensuring safe ways 
to pass on the faith through onsite learning) these 
parishes should still offer opportunities for online 
learning, and more importantly, family-based 
opportunities. 
 
Please know that you can count on our department to 
help you every step of the way, as we navigate these 
new and creative ways to pass on the faith. 
 
Hopefully, this year will be less known as the Year of 
COVID-19, and more the Year of Grace (within our 
homes, within our parishes, and within our 
neighborhoods and communities).  



COVID-19 Guidelines 
We have a committee, which will offer guidelines 
regarding catechetical formation, RCIA, youth 
ministry, and other ministry and parish activities. We 
will be in regular communication with you regarding 
these as we study the stats for each county of our 
diocese and communicate our recommendations. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  

 

PCL Gatherings 
   Thursday, October 22, 2020  

The Importance and the Challenge of 

“Accompaniment” during these COVID Times 

by Bill Smith of Loyola Press 

How can we provide the accompaniment which the new 

Directory for Catechesis calls us to provide- for our 

families?  - our catechists?  - and for ourselves?   
 

10:00 am to 12:00 noon via Zoom 

Next year’s PCL Gatherings are 2-18-21, and 4-

22-21.  

 

Lay Missionary Disciples 
These will be initially via Zoom. If you previously 
participated in the majority of these, then there is no 
need to register and participate. If you only attended a 
few of these or you are a new participant in this lay 
ministry formation, please register via Eventbrite: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lay-missionary-
disciples-2020-2021-tickets-115994626049 

The following is the schedule: 

October 17, 2020 - Old Testament  
Bryan Reising 
Torah - Covenant and Law, Prophets  
 

November 21, 2020 - New Testament  
Sr. Misty Garriga, CDP 

Revelation and the Study of Scripture, Gospels, Letters  
 

January 9, 2021 – Prayer and Liturgy  
Sr. Misty Garriga 

Ways of Prayer; Liturgy and Ritual; The Eucharist and 

Liturgy of the Hours 
 

February 13, 2021 – Sacraments  
Bryan Reising 
Sacraments of Initiation, Healing, and Mission 
 

March 20, 2021 – Morality  

Fr. Shane Baxter  

Relationship with God; Responsibility to Care of Our 

Neighbor 

April 17, 2021 – Catholic Social Teaching 
Paul Thomas 
Catholic Social Teaching 
 

May 8, 2021 – Lay Ministry in the Church  
Bryan Reising 

Theology of the Laity, History of Laity and Lay Leaders, 

Sharing Our Stories 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day 

Virtual Conference 

November 7, 2020 
Most Rev. David Toups will keynote live via the diocesan 
YouTube channel during this annual conference. We will 
have additional relevant workshop speakers during this 
conference, which will be made available in November. 
This conference will be continuing formation and 
training for PCLs, catechists, RCIA coordinators and 
teams, parents, and any other interested adults. 
 

Parish Visits 
These visits will resume after the coronavirus pandemic. 
Bryan can do visits with pastors, catechetical leaders, 
and during your parish catechetical formation. Please 
arrange a time that you can invite him to your parish by 
contacting him via email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 
calling his office at 409-924-4323. He will not get to all 
places during the catechetical year, but he would like to 
get to all regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla 
(North, West Vicariates), Sr. Misty (East, South, and 
Central Vicariates), and Paul are available for parish 
visits as well. What will happen with these visits? The 
following are some possibilities: an evaluation of your 
evangelization efforts and adult catechetical formation, 
an observation of your faith formation during the time 
of instruction, perhaps an in-service with your 
catechists, a presentation to parents, or even a 
catechetical presentation – guest catechist for adults, 
youth, or children.  
 

Vicariate Meetings 
These will be on hold until we are passed the pandemic.  
 

Heart of Faith  
These will be on hold until after the pandemic (unless a 
parish would like to have a session electronically via 
Zoom Meeting). Topics include Evangelization, Home 
Visitation Training, Christian Morality, the Sacraments, 
Catholic Social Teaching, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, and Sacred Scripture.  
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Southeast Texas Food Bank The website to help 
volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  

Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont 
They are also looking for volunteers. Contact Chris 
Robertson: (409) 924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at (409) 924-4406 

Some Other Place – They need food preparation in 
the mornings (Monday through Saturday). Contact 
them: 409-832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 

Cycle 7: October 18 - November 21, 

2020(Registration: Opens September 2; Closes 

October 14) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 

(Vocation of the Catechist) 

 Bible Basics 

 Catechetical Methodology: Archdiocese 

for the Military Services Only 

 Catholic Beliefs 

 Catholic Identity and Culture 

 Church History 2 

 Conscience 

 Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 

 Evangelization and Discipleship 

 Faith and Human Development 

 Faith Formation for Adults with Special 

Needs (SN 5) 

 Hope in Times of Crisis 

 Images of Jesus 

 Introduction to Catechesis 

 Introduction to Liturgy 

 Introduction to Practical Morality 

 Introduction to Prayer 

 Introduction to Scripture 

 Leadership Roles and Skills for Adult 

Learning and Faith Formation (AFL 5) 

 Marianist Studies: Prayer 

 Mary in Scripture and Tradition 

 Mercy 

 Moral Injury: When Our Pain Blocks 

God's Joy 

 New Testament 

 Old Testament 

 Our Hearts Were Burning 

 Parish and Social Action (SJ) 

 Prayer and Worship with Adolescents 

(YM) 

 Praying With Children 

 Sacraments 

 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

 The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic 

Health Through the Lifespan 

 Theological Reflection: Key to 

Connecting Faith and Life 

 Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ Check 
out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about  
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 

 

Interested in a bachelor’s or master’s in 

theology 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf  
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National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL) Membership 

All PCLs are now members of NCCL! Check out the 
Web site: www.nccl.org. Contact our office to learn 
how you can be a member of NCCL compliments of 

the Diocese of Beaumont if you are not a member 
yet! And this year, there is no additional $24 fee! For 
information, go to www.nccl.org 

 

 

Safe Environment Compliance Reminders 
Any PCL, youth minister, catechist, adults helping with youth ministry, or anyone who may be in a ministry with minors is 
required to be in total compliance with safe environment requirements. 
To be in compliance, one must attend an in-person a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) session. After 5 years from the 
initial training participation, a recertification is required. This can be done either through the diocesan website online 
module, or by attending another in person PGC session. 
If you have any questions regarding Safe Environment Training, you may contact the diocesan Safe Environment 
Coordinator through the following information: Paul J Thomas pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org  or 409‐924‐4315 
 

Protecting God’s Children Information Protecting God's Children: 

2020-2021 Schedule of Sessions 
 

All in-person PGC training sessions remain suspended until further notice. Very soon, we will 
implement an online training option that will allow for certifications to resume while the 

initial in-person trainings remain suspended.   
 

 

Catholic Social Teaching 

A Revolution of Love 
by 

Paul J. Thomas 
 

My first exposure to Catholic Social Teaching was nothing less than an epiphany. It marked the first time in my 

life I had found a solid direction to guide my social concerns. I had been involved with many gatherings over the 

years that could be described as politically motivated. In my heart, I always wanted to make a difference in the 

lives of those who did not have a voice and were vulnerable. 

 

As noble as these various groups were, there always seemed to be a piece missing. These were very caring people 

who, like me, had a sincere interest in and passion for justice and the wellbeing of all who make up our society. 

At the time I did not know what it was that made me feel somewhat incomplete, but looking back now, after years 

of studying our Catholic Social Documents, I realize it was the way these many issues had a tendency to become 

compartmentalized.  

 

I understand the need to focus on a particular issue when advocating for change, but many of the dear friends 

around me often seemed stuck in just those issues. Catholic Social Teaching helped me realize that what I felt 

missing was a wholeness of purpose. In a sense, it affirmed and gave me permission to embrace and integrate 

many issues that I cared deeply for. I did not want to be cut in to pieces anymore depending on which issue I 

happened to be active with at the time. 

 

What I was experiencing is similar to the extreme polarization happening today. In fact, I would say that when I 

was politically active I saw the beginnings of this state of affairs where, instead of healthy dialogue, we see 

savagery and demonization toward each other based on an attitude of, “I’m right and you’re wrong…my issue is 

more important than yours.” In many ways, we have lost a communal and collective concern and have ended up 

in what Pope Francis calls a “silo mentality.” Thus, the stark divisions we see when we look around at society. 

 

http://www.nccl.org/
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When we look at political party platforms and candidates, this same silo mentality seems to dominate our political 

landscape. In fact, politics can be so homogenized with narrow agendas they become stubborn, unbending, and 

do not leave any room for growth. Unfortunately, our political state of affairs, frankly, seems immature both 

spiritually and socially. Neither major party embodies our cherished value of a consistent ethic of life, which is a 

primary facet of our social teachings. 

 

This leads us to the real dilemma as Catholic voters. If neither major party fully represents a developed conscience 

based on a consistent ethic of life, how do I make my voting decision? In order to resolve this conflict in myself 

I made a decision based on the great treasury we have in both Catechesis and Catholic Social Teaching. 

 

Catechesis helps form my understanding of the person and mission of Jesus. As the Word of God, that tells me 

that Jesus embodied the language of God; which is love and mercy. I know this by the life, witness, and actions 

of Jesus. His response to the vulnerable and broken was forgiveness and healing. Therefore, the lens I seek in 

order to view the world around me with a Christ-centered perspective is also love and mercy.  This is authentic 

discipleship, and must be the standard that shapes my attitude and decisions in all things, including politics. 

 

The next component of my decision making process is a simple but profound statement found in Catholic Social 

Teaching. It states that as Catholics, politics must be about the common good. The common good is defined as 

everything a person needs for basic human decency and dignity. This includes life, education, health care, 

housing, clothing, and food. This acknowledges that all of creation is God’s gift to all, and no one person or group 

has exclusive access to any of it.  

 

With these tools to guide me I am able to thoughtfully examine political options and arrive at a decision based on 

who most authentically, competently, and empathetically can best promote and serve the common good of all. 

This goes beyond any single issue, which, sadly, can often be compartmentalized and exploited simply to gain 

votes. 

 

My center must be in Christ. If I allow any single political figure, party, or policy to distract me from a Christ 

centered perspective, then I am in essence allowing another false god to shape my conscience. This is basically 

what idolatry is, allowing something else to take the place of God in my life.  

 

I have made the choice to serve the One True God; and St. John tells us that God is Love. The more I live as an 

authentic witness to love, the better I will be able to touch hearts and minds for real effective social change. It is 

a revolution of love that we are called to, and it is risky and challenging. However, it is ultimately the only 

transformation that will make a positive impact on our world. When people change, society will change. 

 

A well-formed conscience is the key to any constructive decision. I encourage each of us to examine closely all 

aspects of the political landscape with a consistent ethic of life that takes into consideration all issues; 

remembering that behind every issue is a human face. Take an honest look, with your lens of love and mercy, at 

who is best suited to promote and serve the common good. Jesus told us that trees are known by their fruit. We 

must carefully weigh words, actions, and intentions before we go reaching for their fruit.  


