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Welcome Bishop David Toups! 
 

 
We welcome Most Rev. David Toups as our new 
bishop of the Diocese of Beaumont! He is coming 
from the Diocese of St. Petersburgh in Florida. He 
very much appreciates your ministry of 
evangelization and catechesis, and he sees this as a 
priority within the Church and within our diocese. We 
look forward to working with him as he shepherds all 
of us within the Diocese of Beaumont! Welcome 
Bishop David Toups! 
 
 

We also thank Most Rev. 
Curtis Guillory for his many 
years of being our shepherd! 
Thank you, Bishop, for all your 
great support of our ministry 
of evangelization and      
catechesis! 

 

Catechetical Sunday – September 20, 2020 
“I Received from  

the Lord what I also Handed on to You.” 
 
The 2020 Catechetical Sunday theme is taken from St. 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, “I Received from 
the Lord what I also Handed on to You.” This theme 
focuses on the essential work of catechesis, which is an 
invitation to a whole new life given by Christ Himself. It 
emphasizes that living faith necessitates movement, 
inspiring all those who hear the Word to share it as 
witnesses of the true and living God. 
 
This year, we also invite everyone who is involved in the 
work of catechesis to consider earnestly the importance 
of catechist formation. Since catechists are the 
instruments through which many come to encounter 
Christ and hear this invitation, they have a unique role 
in keeping people connected to the life of the parish. 
The new Directory for Catechesis describes the 
following goal of catechist formation: “making 
catechists aware that as baptized persons they are 
true missionary disciples, meaning active participants in 
evangelization, and on this basis are enabled by the 
Church to communicate the Gospel and to accompany 
and educate believers in the faith” (DC 132). Therefore, 
catechists must first be accompanied by their pastors 
and catechetical leaders to encounter Christ, in order to 
facilitate encounters with Christ for others. 
 
We have produced a variety of articles, videos, and 
podcasts exploring our baptismal call to be active 



participants in the evangelizing mission of the Church, 
as well as the unique role of catechesis in the whole 
process of evangelization. In our baptism, we received a 
living faith and, deepened by a true kerygmatic 
catechesis, this faith propels the missionary work of the 
Church. Since “all members of the community of 
believers in Jesus Christ participate in the Church’s 
catechetical mission” (NDC 217), our resources aim to 
support and inspire the faithful to live out their 
baptismal vocation. 
 
This divine movement of faith, gratuitously given to us 
by Christ, flows generously from a personal and growing 
relationship with Him. Rooted in and nourished by our 
encounter with Christ in the Eucharist, this beautiful 
ministry of the Church’s catechetical and evangelizing 
mission helps to further actualize the Body of Christ in 
our world. May our lives be instruments of faith, which 
we have “received from the Lord [and…] handed on to 
you”! 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Bishop Robert Barron, Chairman 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

The New Directory for Catechesis 

 
 

The recent edition of the New Directory of Catechesis 
is available to you through the USCCB. The following 
is an article describing this important directory for 
those involved with evangelization and catechesis 
directly. 
 

By Vatican News 
The long-awaited updated Directory for Catechesis was 
released in the Vatican on Thursday. It was drafted 
under the direction of the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting the New Evangelization. It was approved by 
Pope Francis on 23 March - the liturgical memorial of 
Saint Turibius of Mongrovejo, a 16th century saint who 
gave a strong impetus to evangelization and catechesis. 
This latest edition comes as a follow-up to the “General 
Catechetical Directory” of 1971, and the “General 
Directory for Catechesis” of 1997 both of which were 
issued by the Congregation for Clergy. 
The new Directory seeks to highlight the close link 
between evangelization and catechesis. It underlines 
that every baptized person is a missionary called to find 
new ways of communicating the faith with commitment 
and responsibility. In this regard, the new Directory 
proposes three major principles of action: Witnessing, 
Mercy, and Dialogue. The new Directory containing over 
300 pages, is made up of 3 parts divided into 12 
chapters.  
Formation of Catechists 
The first part, entitled “Catechesis in the evangelizing 
mission of the Church,” treats the formation of 
catechists. 
The Directory points out that in order to be credible 
witnesses of the faith, catechists have to be “catechized 
before being catechists.” This involves working with 
gratuitousness, dedication and integrity, according to a 
missionary spirituality that is an antidote from “sterile 
pastoral fatigue.” 
Catechists are also called to be vigilant in performing 
their specific task “so that absolute protection is 
guaranteed to every person, particularly to minors and 
vulnerable persons.” 
Catechetical Process 
The second part - “The process of catechesis” - 
underscores the importance of a “profound and 
effective communicative model.” It proposes the use of 
art through the contemplation of beauty as a means of 
connecting with God, and sacred music as a way of 
instilling the desire for God in the heart of people. 
The role of the family also comes to the fore. There, 
those being evangelized can live the faith in a simple 
and spontaneous way. It is also where people can 
receive Christian education in a humble and 
compassionate manner. 
In the face of new family scenarios in contemporary 
society, Christians are called to accompany others with 
closeness, listening and understanding in order to 
restore hope and trust to all. 
 
A Culture of Inclusion 
The Directory also highlights the importance of 
“welcoming and recognizing” the differently abled. It 



stresses that they are witnesses to the essential truths 
of human life and are to be welcomed as a great gift. 
Their families also are deserving of “respect and 
admiration.” 
In the same way, catechesis should focus on 
acceptance, trust and solidarity for migrants, who, far 
from their homeland, may experience a crisis of faith. 
Migrants are to be supported in the fight against 
prejudices and the serious dangers they may face, such 
as human trafficking. 
Preferential Option for the Poor, Catechesis for 
Prisoners 
The Directory calls for attention to be given to prisons, 
describing them as an “authentic mission land.” It 
proposes that for prisoners, catechesis should be the 
proclamation of salvation in Christ, as well as caring and 
listening which shows the maternal face of the Church. 
As regards the poor, catechesis should educate people 
about evangelical poverty. It should also promote a 
culture of fraternity and foster indignation among the 
faithful against situations of misery and injustices 
suffered by the poor.  
Parishes, Schools, and Church Associations 
The third part, entitled “Catechesis in Particular 
Churches,” is dedicated to catechesis in parishes, 
ecclesiastical movements, and other Church 
associations.  
Parishes are highlighted as “examples of community 
apostolate” which should provide creative catechesis 
adapted to people’s lived experience. Other Church 
associations are also recognized as having “a great 
evangelizing capacity” that adds to the “Church's 
richness.” 
Regarding Catholic schools, the Directory proposes a 
movement from being "scholastic-institutions" to 
becoming "scholastic-communities" of faith with an 
educational project based on Gospel values. It also 
notes that teaching religion is distinct from, but 
complementary to, catechism.  
Stressing that “the religious factor is an existential 
dimension that should not be overlooked,” the 
Directory affirms that “it is the right of parents and 
students” to receive an integral formation that takes 
the teaching of religion into account. 
Cultural and Religious Pluralism 
The Directory points out that ecumenism and 
interreligious dialogue with Judaism and Islam is a 
special area for catechesis. Catechesis must “encourage 
the desire for unity” in order for it to be a true 
instrument of evangelization. 
It calls for a dialogue that combats anti-Semitism, and 
promotes peace and justice with Judaism. At the same 
time, it urges the faithful to avoid superficial 
generalizations in order to foster dialogue with Islam. 

In our contemporary context of religious pluralism, the 
Directory calls for catechesis that can “deepen and 
strengthen the identity of believers,” promoting their 
missionary impetus through witnessing as well as 
“friendly and cordial” dialogue. 
Technology and the Digital World 
The Directory reaffirms that science and technology are 
at the service of the person and should be directed 
towards improving the living conditions of humanity.  
It proposes that catechesis should be directed towards 
educating people in the proper use of the digital 
culture, which has both good and bad elements. 
Catechesis should also focus on helping young people 
distinguish truth and quality amid the “culture of the 
instantaneous.” 
Other themes highlighted by the Directory include the 
call to a “profound ecological conversion.” Catechesis 
promotes this conversion through attention to the 
safeguarding of creation and the avoidance of 
consumerism. 
It also highlights that catechesis is to inspire labor 
according to the Social Doctrine of the Church with 
special attention to the defense of the rights of the 
weakest. In addition, it encourages the development of 
catechetical material produced on the local level and 
organization at the service of catechesis including the 
Synod of Bishops and Episcopal Conferences 
 

Hurricane Laura 
We know that Hurricane Laura affected some of you 
from downed trees, to perhaps some damage to your 
homes, to power outages. We pray for our sisters and 
brothers in Louisiana as well. Please know, you can 
contact our department, if you need any help. We are 
working cooperatively with Catholic Charities as well. To 
volunteer with Catholic Charities, click the following: 
http://www.catholiccharitiesbmt.org/pages/volunteer.h
tml 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines 
We have a committee, which will offer guidelines 
regarding catechetical formation, RCIA, youth 
ministry, and other ministry and parish activities. We 
will be in regular communication with you regarding 
these as we study the stats for each county of our 
diocese and communicate our recommendations. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  
PCL Gathering 

Thursday, October 22, 2020  
10:00 am to 12:00 pm noon 
Next year’s PCL Gatherings are 2-18-21, and 4-
22-21.  

http://www.catholiccharitiesbmt.org/pages/volunteer.html
http://www.catholiccharitiesbmt.org/pages/volunteer.html


Lay Missionary Disciples 
These will be initially via Zoom. If you have already 
participated in the majority of these, then there is no 
need to register and participate. If you only attended a 
few of these or you are a new participant in this lay 
ministry formation, then register via Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lay-missionary-
disciples-2020-2021-tickets-115994626049 

The following is the schedule: 

September 19, 2020 – Kerygma 
Bryan Reising 
 
October 17, 2020 - Old Testament  
Bryan Reising 
Torah - Covenant and Law, Prophets  
 
November 21, 2020 - New Testament  
Sr. Misty Garriga, CDP 
Revelation and the Study of Scripture, Gospels, Letters  
 
January 9, 2021 – Prayer and Liturgy  
Sr. Misty Garriga, CDP 
Ways of Prayer; Liturgy and Ritual; The Eucharist and 
Liturgy of the Hours 
 
February 13, 2021 – Sacraments  
Bryan Reising 
Sacraments of Initiation, Healing, and Mission 
 
March 20, 2021 – Morality  
Fr. Shane Baxter  
Relationship with God; Responsibility to Care of Our 
Neighbor 

April 17, 2021 – Catholic Social Teaching 
Paul Thomas 
Catholic Social Teaching 
 
May 8, 2021 – Lay Ministry in the Church  
Bryan Reising 
Theology of the Laity, History of Laity and Lay Leaders, 
Sharing Our Stories 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day 
       Virtual Conference 

November 7, 2020 
Most Rev. David Toups will keynote live via Zoom during 
this annual conference. We will have additional relevant 
workshop speakers during this conference, which will 
be made available in November. This conference will be 
continuing formation and training for PCLs, catechists, 
RCIA coordinators and teams, parents, and any other 
interested adults. 
 

Parish Visits 
These visits will resume after the coronavirus pandemic. 
Bryan can do visits with pastors, catechetical leaders, 
and during your parish catechetical formation. Please 
arrange a time that you can invite him to your parish by 
contacting him via email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 
calling his office at 409-924-4323. He will not get to all 
places during the catechetical year, but he would like to 
get to all regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla 
(North, West Vicariates), Sr. Misty (East, South, and 
Central Vicariates), and Paul are available for parish 
visits as well. What will happen with these visits? The 
following are some possibilities: an evaluation of your 
evangelization efforts and adult catechetical formation, 
an observation of your faith formation during the time 
of instruction, perhaps an in-service with your 
catechists, a presentation to parents, or even a 
catechetical presentation – guest catechist for adults, 
youth, or children.  
 

Vicariate Meetings 
These are on hold until we are past the pandemic.  
 

Heart of Faith  
These will be on hold until after the pandemic (unless a 
parish would like to have a session electronically via 
Zoom Meeting). Topics include Evangelization, Home 
Visitation Training, Christian Morality, the Sacraments, 
Catholic Social Teaching, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, and Sacred Scripture.  

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Southeast Texas Food Bank The website to help 
volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/    
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) They are also 
looking for volunteers. Contact Chris Robertson: (409) 
924-4419  
Some Other Place – They need food preparation in 
the mornings (Monday through Saturday). Contact 
them: 409-832-7976.  
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lay-missionary-disciples-2020-2021-tickets-115994626049
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lay-missionary-disciples-2020-2021-tickets-115994626049
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/


University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
Cycle 7: October 18 - November 21, 
2020(Registration: Opens September 2; Closes 
October 14) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 
(Catechesis is...) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 
(Vocation of the Catechist) 

• Bible Basics 
• Catechetical Methodology: Archdiocese 

for the Military Services Only 
• Catholic Beliefs 
• Catholic Identity and Culture 
• Church History 2 
• Conscience 
• Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 
• Evangelization and Discipleship 
• Faith and Human Development 
• Faith Formation for Adults with Special 

Needs (SN 5) 
• Hope in Times of Crisis 
• Images of Jesus 
• Introduction to Catechesis 
• Introduction to Liturgy 
• Introduction to Practical Morality 
• Introduction to Prayer 
• Introduction to Scripture 
• Leadership Roles and Skills for Adult 

Learning and Faith Formation (AFL 5) 
• Marianist Studies: Prayer 
• Mary in Scripture and Tradition 
• Mercy 
• Moral Injury: When Our Pain Blocks 

God's Joy 
• New Testament 
• Old Testament 
• Our Hearts Were Burning 
• Parish and Social Action (SJ) 
• Prayer and Worship with Adolescents 

(YM) 
• Praying With Children 
• Sacraments 
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
• The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic 

Health Through the Lifespan 

• Theological Reflection: Key to 
Connecting Faith and Life 

• Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 
Catechists 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ Check 
out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about  
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/  
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/  
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/  
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

Interested in a bachelor’s or master’s in 
theology? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf  
 

National Conference for Catechetical 
Leadership (NCCL) Membership 

All PCLs are now members of NCCL! Check out the 
Web site: www.nccl.org. Contact our office to learn 
how you can be a member of NCCL compliments of 
the Diocese of Beaumont if you are not a member 
yet! And this year, there is no additional $24 fee! For 
information, go to www.nccl.org 
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Safe Environment Compliance Reminders 

Any PCL, youth minister, catechist, adult helping with youth ministry, or anyone who may be in a ministry with minors is 
required to be in total compliance with safe environment protocol. 
To be in compliance, one must attend an in-person a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) session. After 5 years from the 
initial training participation, a recertification is required. This can be done either through the diocesan website online 
module, or by attending another in person PGC session. 
If you have any questions regarding Safe Environment Training, you may contact the diocesan Safe Environment 
Coordinator through the following information: Paul J Thomas pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org  or 409-924-4315 
 

Protecting God’s Children Information Protecting God's Children: 
2020-2021 Schedule of Sessions 

 
Until further notice, all initial in-person Protecting God’s Children (PGC) Training sessions for 
adults remain suspended, due to health concerns associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
New employees and volunteers may begin service in the meantime.  
 
We have been working closely with VIRTUS to begin offering an online-only initial PGC 
training in our diocese. There will be a diocesan-wide announcement when the online training 
is ready to implement. 
 

mailto:pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org

	Formation of Catechists
	Catechetical Process
	A Culture of Inclusion
	Preferential Option for the Poor, Catechesis for Prisoners
	Parishes, Schools, and Church Associations
	Cultural and Religious Pluralism
	Technology and the Digital World
	Cycle 7: October 18 - November 21, 2020(Registration: Opens September 2; Closes October 14)


