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This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 
Part 1 – Catechesis in the Church’s Mission of 
Evangelization 
Chapter Three – The Catechist 
The first section in this chapter is called “The Identity 
and Vocation of the Catechist.” In this section it 
recognizes that the Church, Christ’s Body, has many 
members with a variety of gifts according to the one 
Spirit and all Christians do share in the roles of Christ as 
priest, prophet, and king. Yet, some are called to 
cooperate with Bishops and priests in the Ministry of 

the Word, which includes evangelization and catechesis. 
This vocation of catechist “has its root in the common 
vocation of the people of God, called to serve God’s 
plan of salvation on behalf of humanity.” 
 
Chapter three, The Catechist explains that the whole 
Christian community has a responsibility of the ministry 
of catechesis, but each with specific roles to support 
this ministry. 
 
“The catechist is a Christian who receives a particular 
calling from God that, when accepted in faith, 
empowers him for the transmission of faith and 
initiating others into the Christian faith.” This catechist 
knows that the main agent of catechesis is the Holy 
Spirit, from whom the catechist draws life and 
inspiration.  
 
 



2 
 

The following list describes the catechist:  
a. A witness of faith and Keeper of the memory of 

God; 
b. A teacher and mystagogue who introduces 

others to the mystery of God, revealed in the 
paschal mystery of Christ 

c. An accompanier and educator of those who are 
entrusted to him by the Church; the catechist is 
an expert in the art of accompaniment 

 
The second section of Part 1- Catechesis in the Church’s 
Mission of Evangelization, describes the Bishop as the 
first catechist. He is the one who is primarily responsible 
for catechesis for the diocese. The section goes on to 
list several concerns and actions of the bishop:  
 

• Engage directly in the transmission of the 
Gospel and keeping the deposit of the faith 
intact;  

• Ensure inculturation  of the faith through 
effective catechesis;  

• Elicit and maintain a passion for catechesis 
through pertinent organization, personnel, and 
financial resources;  

• See to it that catechists are properly trained 
and equipped to be effective in evangelization 
and catechesis;  

• Pay close attention to the quality of the texts 
used for catechetical formation. 

 
In the third section, it looks at the role of the priest. The 
priest is the first catechist of the parish. The following 
are the tasks the priest takes on within this catechetical 
role.  

• Be well equipped to proclaim the Gospel; 
• Take care of the link between catechesis, 

liturgy, and charity; 
• Teach that Sunday is holy and how liturgy forms 

us; 
•  Support the catechists through appreciation 

and promotion;  
• Integrate catechesis into the overall pastoral 

plan of the parish;  
• Make sure there is a link with the parish 

community and the diocese, especially the 
diocese’s plan and policies;  

•  Formation of catechists so that they are 
equipped to serve. 

 
The fourth section looks at the deacon. The role of the 
deacon includes service to the community, preaching at 

Mass, and being involved with catechetical efforts in the 
parish and the diocese. 
 
Regarding consecrated persons found in the fifth 
section, many religious are dedicated to catechetical 
outreach and ministry. By the nature of their 
community life and the vows they uphold, they pass on 
the faith in a powerful and unique way.  
 
The sixth section describes how lay catechists pass on 
the faith with their lives (their actions), their attitudes, 
and their words. They have a unique opportunity to 
proclaim the Gospel with their lives by working and 
living in society, very often “explaining the reason for 
their hope.” This vocation flows from Baptism and 
strengthens in Confirmation. It includes some who do 
this ministry as catechist for a limited time while others 
are recognized as permanently dedicated to this 
ministry. 
 
In addition, the sixth section includes great information 
on parent, godparents, grandparents and women. 
Regarding parents, it stresses their important everyday 
role to pass on the faith to their children. With this, it 
reads, “The greatest challenge …is for couples, mothers 
and fathers, to overcome the mentality of delegation 
that is so common, according to which the faith is set 
aside for specialist is religious education.” The Church is 
to give the tools to parents so that they can be effective 
in passing on the faith to their own children.  Parents 
can read Bible stories and stories of the saints to their 
children, teach their children how to pray and 
communicate to God, continue faith traditions within 
the home, and teach them the importance of ministry 
and acts of charity. It is also encouraged to read about 
godparents, grandparents, and women in this section. 
 

We will continue our journey into this directory in the 
months to come. Next month, we will focus on chapter 
four, “The Formation of Catechists.” 
 

To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

I will also be facilitating a 3-week seminar on this 
directory in the third Cycle of University of Dayton’s 
VLCFF this year (April 11 – May 1, 2021). 
 

RCIA III Training - Mystagogy  

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
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By Bryan Reising 
 

Thank you everyone who participated in this important 
training. The following are some further thoughts on 
Post-Baptismal Catechesis or Mystagogy. 
 
First, it is good to read directly from the RCIA document 
about this period. The following is from the RCIA 
document (bold for emphasis): 
 
“244 The third step of Christian initiation, the 
celebration of the sacraments, is followed by the final 
period, the period of postbaptismal catechesis or 
mystagogy. This is a time for the community and the 
neophytes together to grow in deepening their grasp 
of the paschal mystery and in making it part of their 
lives through meditation on the Gospel, sharing in the 
eucharist, and doing the works of charity. To 
strengthen the neophytes as they begin to walk in 
newness of life, the community of the faithful, their 
godparents, and their parish priests (pastors) should 
give them thoughtful and friendly help. 
 
245 The neophytes are, as the term ‘mystagogy’ 
suggests, introduced into a fuller and more effective 
understanding of mysteries through the Gospel 
message they have learned and above all, through their 
experience of the sacraments they have received. For 
they have truly been renewed in mind, tasted more 
deeply the sweetness of God’s word, received the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and grown to know the 
goodness of the Lord. Out of this experience, which 
belongs to Christians and increases as it is lived, they 
derive a new perception of the faith, of the Church, and 
of the world.  
  
246 Just as their new participation in the sacraments 
enlightens the neophytes’ understanding of the 
Scriptures, so too it increases their contact with the 
rest of the faithful and has an impact on the 
experience of the community. As a result, interaction 
between the neophytes and the faithful is made easier 
and more beneficial. The period of postbaptismal 
catechesis is of great significance for both the 
neophytes and the rest of the faithful. Through it the 
neophytes, with the help of their godparents, should 
experience a full and joyful welcome into the 
community and enter into closer ties with the other 
faithful. The faithful, in turn, should derive from it a 
renewal of inspiration and of outlook.  
 

247 Since the distinctive spirit and power of the period 
of postbaptismal catechesis or mystagogy derive from 
the new, personal experience of the sacraments and of 
the community, its main setting is the so-called Masses 
for neophytes, that is, the Sunday Masses of the Easter 
season. Besides being occasions for the newly baptized 
to gather with the community and share in the 
mysteries, these celebrations include particularly 
suitable readings from the Lectionary, especially the 
readings for Year A. Even when Christian initiation has 
been celebrated outside the usual times, the texts for 
these Sunday Masses of the Easter season may be used.  
 
248 All the neophytes and their godparents should 
make an effort to take part in the Masses for the 
neophytes and the entire local community should be 
invited to participate with them. Special places in the 
congregation are to be reserved for the neophytes and 
their godparents. The homily and, as circumstances 
suggest, the general intercessions should take into 
account the presence and needs of the neophytes.  
 
249 To close the period of postbaptismal catechesis, 
some sort of celebration should be held at the end of 
the Easter season near Pentecost Sunday; festivities in 
keeping with local custom may accompany the 
occasion. 
 
250 On the anniversary of their baptism the neophytes 
should be brought together in order to give thanks to 
God, to share with one another their spiritual 
experiences, and to renew their commitment.   
 
251 To show his pastoral concern for these new 
members of the Church, the bishop, particularly if he 
was unable to preside at the sacraments of initiation 
himself, should arrange, if possible, to meet the 
recently baptized at least once in the year and to 
preside at a celebration of the eucharist with them. At 
this Mass they may receive holy communion under both 
kinds.” (from the RCIA, 244-251) 
 
…And the following are some recommendations to 
further the retention and growth of the neophytes 
(those who received all three Sacraments of Initiation), 
those who were baptized before and joined us in full 
communion with the Church, and really, the entire 
community: 
 

- Continue to meet with them during the Easter 
Season to break open the Word and teach 
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about the Sacraments (which Cycle A 
corresponds nicely). 

- The neophytes no longer need to be dismissed 
from Mass. They can stay for the entire liturgy. 
You may meet with them immediately following 
the weekend Mass to break open the Word and 
teach about the Sacraments or some other 
suitable time during the week. 

- When learning about the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, give the neophytes the 
opportunity to experience this sacrament. 

- Involve them in the life of the community 
(prayer opportunities, catechetical formation 
opportunities, fun activities, etc.). 

- Involve them with a ministry and an act of 
charity and justice. They started learning about 
these during the catechumenate, but they may 
need further training as well. Be sure they are 
involved with other parishioners with these. 

- Have them share their experience of the 
Sacraments of Initiation with others in the 
parish community, such as children’s 
catechetical formation, youth ministry, and 
various adult groups within the parish. 

- Make sure the parish community get to know 
these new members of the parish and 
encourage them to invite them over to their 
homes for a meal to get to know them better. 

- Help these new members as well as all 
parishioners to evangelize by their actions, 
attitudes, words, and invitations. 
 

COVID-19 Task Force 
We have a committee, which will offer guidelines 
regarding catechetical formation, RCIA, youth ministry 
and other ministry and parish activities. We will be in 
regular communication with you regarding these as we 
study the stats for each county of our diocese and 
communicate our recommendations. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for a retreat on Thursday, March 11, 2021; 
10:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm via 
Zoom with some personal reflection from 11 am 
to 1 pm. Sr. Misty will lead this Lenten Retreat. To 
register https://tinyurl.com/PCLLent2021 
 

The next PCL Gathering is 4-22-21. 

 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day 2020 
(from November 7, 2020) 

View the keynote and the learning sessions online: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=

PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_ 
 

Lay Missionary Disciples 
For those who registered for Lay Missionary Disciples, 
here is the following remaining schedule: 
 

March 20, 2021 – Morality  
Fr. Shane Baxter  
Relationship with God; Responsibility to Care of Our 
Neighbor 
April 17, 2021 – Catholic Social Teaching 
Bryan Reising 
Catholic Social Teaching 
May 8, 2021 – Lay Ministry in the Church  
Bryan Reising 
Theology of the Laity, History of Laity and Lay Leaders, 
Sharing Our Stories 

Parish Visits 
These visits will resume after the coronavirus pandemic. 
Bryan can do visits with pastors, catechetical leaders, 
and during your parish catechetical formation. Please 
arrange a time that you can invite him to your parish by 
contacting him via email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 
calling his office at 409-924-4323. He will not get to all 
parishes during the catechetical year, but he would like 
to get to all regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla 
(North, West Vicariates) and Sr. Misty (East, South, and 
Central Vicariates) are available for parish visits as well. 
What will happen during these visits? The following are 
some possibilities: an evaluation of your evangelization 
efforts and adult catechetical formation, an observation 
of your faith formation during the time of instruction, 
perhaps an in-service with your catechists, a 
presentation to parents, or even a catechetical 
presentation – guest catechist for adults, youth, or 
children.  
 

Vicariate Meetings 
These will be on hold until we are past the pandemic.  
 

Heart of Faith  
These will be on hold until after the pandemic (unless a 
parish would like to have a session electronically via 
Zoom Meeting). Topics include Evangelization, Home 
Visitation Training, Christian Morality, the Sacraments, 

https://tinyurl.com/PCLLent2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
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Catholic Social Teaching, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, and Sacred Scripture.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Southeast Texas Food Bank The website to help 
volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont 
The need for volunteers (has increased recently. 
Contact Chris Robertson: (409) 924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at (409) 924-4406 
Some Other Place –Morning food preparation is 
needed (Monday through Saturday). Phone: 
(409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
Cycle 3:  
April 11 - May 1, 2021 (Mostly 3 week courses) 
(Registration: Opens February 24; Closes April 
7) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 
(Catechesis is...) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 
(Vocation of the Catechist) 

• Catholic Beliefs 
• Catholic Identity and Culture 
• Catholic Teaching on Chastity, Family 

Life, and Human Sexuality Education 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview (Bryan will facilitate this) 
• Ecclesiology: A Theological, Historical 

and Pastoral Summary 
• Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 
• Emotional Intelligence and its Impact on 

Faith Formation 
• Images of Jesus 
• Introduction to Catechesis 
• Introduction to Prayer 
• Introduction to Scripture 
• Mercy 
• Ministering in Times of Scandals and 

Divisions 
• Ministry Leadership in the Church Today 
• On Bended Knee 

• Our Hearts Were Burning 
• Reflections on Faith and Finance 
• Romero: Pastor, Prophet, Martyr and 

Saint 
• Spirituality of the Missionary Disciple 
• Summary of Catholic Social Teaching 
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
• Theological Reflection: Key to 

Connecting Faith and Life 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 
 

ACTS 

https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=217
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=244
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=37
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=254
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
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To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree in Theology? 
St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

In Word and Witness 
Professional Organization for PCLs, 

Evangelization Directors, and Diocesan 
Leadership 

Become a member of In Word and Witness, a 
national organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, 
and others! They have a free membership and a paid 
membership. The paid membership is only $60 a year 
and has extra benefits. For information on those 
benefits and how to register as a free or paid 
member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 
 

Safe Environment/Background Screenings 

For Adults 

As of January 1, 2021, the new Chancellor of the 
Diocese of Beaumont is Dr. David Castronovo . He will 
be responsible for all aspects of the Charter 
implementation, including the Charter audit. His contact 
information is dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org or     
409-924-4304 (direct extension). 

Given the pandemic situation, there is no expectation 
that PCLs do the impossible. Simply do your best. If 
parents/guardians do not respond, then your audit 
report is to reflect the statistics that are available. You 
will not be penalized if those statistics indicate that 
many students have not been trained this year. The 

deadline for return of the current Charter Audit 
Training Report has been extended from December 9, 
2020 to January 29, 2021.   

Due to some confusion we also want to clarify the 
current process of certification for adults in the Diocese 
of Beaumont. All in-person sessions remain suspended. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 
2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 
3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training 
or the initial recertification, direct them to 
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   
and make sure they choose the correct menu 
button; either “Protecting God’s Children Initial 
Training” or “Virtus Recertification.” The button for 
“Virtus Recertification” only applies to the initial 
online recertification training. It does not apply to 
Keeping the Promise Alive (KPA) training.  

For those who need to complete KPA, they should 
receive an email sent to the email address used to 
create their Virtus Account once KPA recertification 
is necessary. If someone forgot their login and/or 
password or needs technical assistance, please 
contact the Virtus helpline at 1-888-847-8870. 

Please also remember that Paul Thomas has retired 
from the Diocese of Beaumont. Anything emailed to 
Paul’s previous address will go unanswered. 

Direct any questions regarding Safe Environment 
for Adults or background screening inquiries directly 
to Joseph Blakeley at jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org 
or 409-924-4309.  

 

 

 

https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
mailto:dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org
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