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The new Directory for Catechesis 
By Bryan Reising 

 

This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 

Part Two - The Process of Catechesis  
Chapter Five - “The Pedagogy of the Faith” 

In the first section, The Divine Pedagogy in Salvation 
History, we learn how God teaches and how God 
influences how we do catechesis. As we know, God 
initiates love and initiates a relationship with us. This is 
evident in the Old Testament as he invites various 
people, especially Israel as a people, into relationship or 
a covenant with him. “Little by little,” “God 
communicates the truth of his mystery,” “until the 
fullness of Revelation in Jesus Christ.”  
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What is the goal of Revelation?  It is to ensure salvation 
of every person, “which is realized through the original 
and efficacious pedagogy of God throughout history.” 
That is why it is important for PCLs and catechists to 
pray, to read, and to study the Old Testament to 
understand how God teaches and forms his people 
through the ages.  
 
In addition, this divine pedagogy is present in the New 
Testament: the Incarnation of Jesus, the teachings and 
encounters by Jesus recorded in the Gospels, the 
Paschal Mystery of Christ, and in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. With this, it is good for PCLs and catechists to 
pray, to read, and to study the New Testament as well. 
 
In the second section, Pedagogy in the Faith of the 
Church, we learn that the way Jesus teaches influences 
the Church on how we teach.  
 
The following is a list of characteristics of how the 
Church teaches and how catechesis extends that divine 
pedagogy: 
 

- Making present the initiative of God’s love 
- Bringing into focus the universal destination of 

salvation 
- Conversation necessary for faith 
- Adopting the idea of the progressive nature of 

Revelation, the transcendence of the Word of 
God, and inculturation of the Gospel into 
human cultures 

- The centrality of Jesus Christ – a catechesis and 
pedagogy of Incarnation 

- Valuing the community experience of faith 
- Pedagogy of signs, where actions and words are 

in a mutual relationship 
- God’s inexhaustible love is the ultimate reason 

for all things 
 
In this section, it covers several criteria for the 
“Proclamation of the Evangelical Message.” One of 
these criteria is the importance of the Trinity and the 
centrality of Christ in catechesis. This is foundational 
and relational to catechesis. The liturgy itself is a great 
means to be formed in the faith with the Trinity and 
Christ’s Paschal Mystery in mind. 
 
Another important criteria is salvation history. We are 
in the middle of the Easter season, and Holy Week and 
Easter culminates this Paschal Mystery. It is at the 
Easter Vigil that we hear the great stories of salvation, 

which leads to the ultimate story of salvation, which is 
Christ being raised from the dead to bring all who 
believe the hope of eternal life. This story of salvation 
connects to our story, to the very meaning of life. 
 
A third criterion is that of the primacy of grace and 
beauty. All catechesis needs to be “a catechesis of 
grace.” In addition, “catechesis must always convey the 
beauty of the Gospel.” “The proclamation of the 
merciful and gratuitous love of God that was fully 
manifested in Jesus Christ, dead and risen, is the heart 
of the kerygma,” the beautiful message of the Gospel. 
 
Other criteria include the importance of ecclesiality or 
understanding of our faith in the context of the 
community and the Church and the importance of the 
unity and integrity of the faith. These are worth reading 
as well. 
 
The last and third section of this chapter covers 
Catechetical Pedagogy. This section explains the 
importance of both content and method of both 
evangelization (kerygma) and catechesis. It also covers a 
section how human sciences can interplay with 
catechesis and improve how we communicate the faith 
in today’s world. 
 
We will continue our journey into this directory in the 
months to come. In August, we will focus on chapter six, 
“The Catechism of the Catholic Church.” 
 

To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

COVID-19 Task Force 
We have a committee, which will offer guidelines 
regarding catechetical formation, RCIA, youth ministry 
and other ministry and parish activities. We will be in 
regular communication with you regarding these as we 
study the stats for each county of our diocese and 
communicate our recommendations. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for our next PCL Gathering, which will be 
August 12 at the Holy Family Retreat Center. It 
will include lunch (we will keep an eye on this 
pandemic to ensure that all who participate will 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
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be safe). This will be both a meeting with 
important information for the catechetical year 
plus a retreat experience for our PCLs. It will be 
from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. 
 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day 2020 

(from November 7, 2020) 
View the keynote and the learning sessions online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=
PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_ 

 

Lay Missionary Disciples 
For those who registered for Lay Missionary Disciples, 
here is the following remaining schedule: 
 

May 8, 2021 – Lay Ministry in the Church  
Bryan Reising 

Theology of the Laity, History of Laity and Lay Leaders, 

Sharing Our Stories 

 

Lay Missionary Disciples (LMD) will be onsite next 

catechetical year for both PCLs and catechists at the 

Diocese of Beaumont Pastoral Center. Please contact 

Bryan personally to register for this extraordinary 

opportunity for discipleship! 

breising@dioceseofbmt.org or call at 409-924-4323. 

 

Parishes Reaching Out to Parishioners: 

Returning to the Parish and the Eucharist 
The following are some opportunities to invite 
parishioners as we prepare to reach out to them so that 
they can return to the parish and the Eucharist (some of 
these can be adapted for your own parish): 
 
May 8, 2021 – Rosary at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Anthony to pray for an end of this pandemic; 3:30 pm 
 
May 22-23, 2021 – Pentecost Sunday – Lifting the 
Dispensation of Going to Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days – invite your parishioners back to Church and 
continue to minister to those who are sick and home 
bound 
 
July 28, 2021 – A Commemoration Mass – Vigil of Saints 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus – to commemorate all those 
who have died within the COVID-19 pandemic; 6 pm at 
the Cathedral Basilica of St. Anthony 
 

November 20-21, 2021 – Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe – A liturgy of celebration of 
our parish communities – we anticipate parish activity 
will resume fully by then. 

 

Parish Visits 
These visits will resume with all precautionary 
protocols. Bryan can do visits with pastors, catechetical 
leaders, and during your parish catechetical formation. 
Please arrange a time that you can invite him to your 
parish by contacting him via email: 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org or calling his office at 409-
924-4323. He will not get to all parishes during the 
catechetical year, but he would like to get to all regions 
of the diocese. In addition, Twyla (North, West, South 
Vicariates) Bryan (Central Vicariate) and Sr. Misty (East 
Vicariate) are available for parish visits as well. What 
will happen during these visits? The following are some 
possibilities: an evaluation of your evangelization efforts 
and adult catechetical formation, an observation of 
your faith formation during the time of instruction, 
perhaps an in-service with your catechists, a 
presentation to parents, or even a catechetical 
presentation – guest catechist for adults, youth, or 
children.  
 

Vicariate Meetings 
We will continue these at the beginning of next 
catechetical year.  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Southeast Texas Food Bank The website to help 
volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  

Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont 
The need for volunteers (has increased recently. 
Contact Chris Robertson: (409) 924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at (409) 924-4406 

Some Other Place –  Morning food preparation is 
needed (Monday through Saturday). Phone : 
(409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 

Cycle 4: May 16 - June 19, 

2021(Registration: Opens April 14; Closes 

May 12)  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
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PCLs, take advantage of these courses and 

let your catechists know about these as well. 

They even offer a Certificate in Catechesis! 

•  A Vision for Catholic Youth Ministry 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 

• Bible Basics 

• Catechetical Methodology - AMS 

Military Only 

• Catholic Beliefs 

• Church History 1 

• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview 

• Disability across the Life Span: Prenatal 

Diagnosis – End of Life Care 

• Ecclesiology: Beginnings of the Church 

• Faith and Human Development 

• Foundations and Vision for Adult 

Learning and Faith Formation (AFL 1) 

• Foundations for Liturgy 

• Fundamentals in Deaf Faith Formation 

Methodologies (SN 2) 

• Images of Jesus 

• Images of Mary 

• Introduction to Catechesis 

• Introduction to Christian Morality 

• Introduction to Paul's Life and Letters 

• Introduction to Practical Morality 

• Introduction to Prayer 

• Introduction to Scripture 

• New Testament 

• Old Testament 

• On the Call to Holiness (Gaudete Et 

Exsultate) 

• Pastoral Approach to Culture (FLM) 

• Poverty in the U.S. and Around the 

World (SJ) 

• Sacraments 

• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

• Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 

• The Mass 

• Vocation to Ministry (FLM) 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish in English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 
By the way, Alpha in a Catholic Context is offering a 
training in the Houston area on Saturday, May 22. See 
the following link for further information: 
https://alpha.ticketspice.com/values-culture-
archdiocese-of-galveston-houston 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=133
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=68
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=230
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=230
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=80
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=268
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=101
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=101
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=194
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=178
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=178
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=296
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=39
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=134
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=125
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=65
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=65
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=121
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=201
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=143
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
https://alpha.ticketspice.com/values-culture-archdiocese-of-galveston-houston
https://alpha.ticketspice.com/values-culture-archdiocese-of-galveston-houston
https://beaumontacts.org/
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Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s 

degree in Theology? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

In Word and Witness 

Professional Organization for PCLs, 

Evangelization Directors, and Diocesan 

Leadership 
Become a member of In Word and Witness, a 
national organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, 
and others! They have a free membership and a paid 
membership. The paid membership is only $75 a year 
and has extra benefits. For information on those 
benefits and how to register as a free or paid 
member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 
 

Safe Environment  

As of January 1, 2021, the new Chancellor of the 

Diocese of Beaumont is Dr. David Castronovo. He will be 

responsible for all aspects of the Charter 

implementation, including the Charter audit. His contact 

information is dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org or     

409-924-4304 (direct extension). 

Given the pandemic situation, there is no expectation 

that PCLs do the impossible. Simply do your best. If 

parents/guardians do not respond, then your audit 

report is to reflect the statistics that are available. You 

will not be penalized if those statistics indicate that 

many students have not been trained this year. The 

deadline for return of the current Charter Audit 

Training Report expired on January 29, 2021. If you 

have not submitted your Report yet please do it as 

soon as possible. 

Due to some confusion we also want to clarify the 

current process of certification for adults in the Diocese 

of Beaumont. All in-person sessions remain suspended. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 

2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 

3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training 

or the initial recertification, direct them to 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   

and make sure they choose the correct menu 

button; either “Protecting God’s Children Initial 

Training” or “Virtus Recertification.” The button for 

“Virtus Recertification” only applies to the initial 

online recertification training. It does not apply to 

Keeping the Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those 

who need to complete KPA, they should receive an 

email sent to the email address used to create their 

Virtus Account once KPA recertification is 

necessary. If someone forgot their login and/or 

password or needs technical assistance, please 

contact the Virtus helpline at 1-888-847-8870. 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley 

at jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.  

 

 

https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
mailto:dcastronovo@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org

