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This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 
Part Two - The Process of Catechesis Chapter Seven - 
Methodology in Catechesis In the first section, The 
Relationship between Content and Method, it first 

mentions “the educational goal of catechesis 
determines the methodological choices.”  
 
It explains that there are various methods to consider, 
and these methods have developed throughout the 
Church’s history. 
 
The first method to consider is the human experience. 
This is “the place in which the word of God is 
proclaimed.” and it is “the space in which God speaks.” 
The catechist recognizes that God is already present in 
the person or persons that she or he evangelizes and 
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catechizes. This affirms the student or disciple and 
reveals the moments of grace already within that 
person’s life or those persons’ lives. 
 
This is exemplified with Jesus as he taught with human 
experiences found in the parables he told. We too can 
enflesh the Gospel message by sharing stories of faith 
that are relatable to our audience including the very 
parables Jesus shared and our own stories of faith. 
 
A second method to consider is that of memory. 
“Memory is an integral dimension of salvation history.” 
This is rooted in the people of Israel to keep the 
memory alive, like what we find with the Passover 
Seder meal celebrated and remembered by Jewish 
families around the world every spring. We keep our 
own memory with celebrating the Liturgical Year and 
with each Mass. 
 
With memory, the Church has a long tradition of 
memorizing creeds, prayers, and verses from Sacred 
Scripture. Along with memorization is to understanding 
the meaning of each article of the creed, of each line of 
the prayer, and of each phrase and story within Sacred 
Scripture. To help give further meaning, we need 
“elements of the catechetical process, like relationship, 
dialogue, reflection, silence and accompaniment.” 
 
A third method to consider is language. “Language, with 
its relational meanings, is an essential part of human 
experience. Catechesis is calibrated according to the 
diversity of persons, of their culture, history, or 
environment, of their way of and capacity for 
understanding reality.” 
 
In the Church’s history, the faith has been 
communicated through Sacred Scripture, liturgical 
symbols and ceremonies, the early Church Fathers and 
their writings, creeds, formulations and writings of the 
Magisterium (bishops in union with the pope), and the 
lives and witness of saints and martyrs.  
 
Regarding language, we need to consider narrative 
language, which is story telling within Sacred Scripture, 
narratives of the saints, and the catechist’s own story 
that they share to enflesh the Gospel. 
 
We need to also consider the language of art. “The 
images of Christian art, when they are authentic, 
disclose through sensory perception that the Lord is 
alive, present, and working in the Church and history.” 

Consider art accompanying your lesson plans as you 
pass on the faith. Also, consider art in the form of music 
to accompany your lessons, from sacred and liturgical 
music, to children music, which can teach valuable 
lessons and help to memorize Sacred Scripture, to 
contemporary music that offer the Gospel message of 
God’s love. 
 
There is also the new language of our digital age. Yes, 
we have our traditional ways of passing on the faith 
such as preaching, teaching, and dogmatic summaries, 
but the digital world with platforms such as YouTube, 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and so on, offers 
interactive conversations between the Church and its 
online audience or community. 
 
A fourth method to consider is group methodology. 
With this method, the community, whether the parish 
community, a small Christian community, the 
community of young peers, and even the family 
becomes the way we learn. Group dynamics and 
interpersonal relationships become all the more 
important in the learning process. RCIA expert, Diana 
Macalintal authored a book called The Parish is the 
Curriculum, where she shares many examples of how 
the parish community itself with all the communal 
activities do teach and form the faith of parishioners. 
 
A fifth method to consider is space. “The Church has 
given special significance to her own spaces, using 
elements of architecture on behalf of the Christian 
message.” Churches and other places for catechetical 
formation can aid in connecting students to the Gospel 
and to Gospel values. 
 
We will continue our journey into this directory in the 
months to come. In October, we will focus on chapter 
eight, “Catechesis in the Lives of Persons.” 
 
To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

Catechetical Sunday 
Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed 

 
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of 
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 
the Gospel. This year, the Church will celebrate 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
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Catechetical Sunday on September 19, 2021, and the 
theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be Healed." 
Those who the parish community has designated to 
serve as catechists will be called forth to be 
commissioned for their ministry. These include 
catechists for children, youth, and adults as well as 
parents, RCIA teams, and youth ministers and their 
teams. 
 
The USCCB has online resources that are offered free of 
charge to all parish catechetical leaders as well as 
resources for purchase. Many of the resources are also 
of interest to catechists, youth and young adults’ 
ministers, Catholic school principals and teachers, as 
well as other individuals who provide catechetical 
formation to diverse age groups and settings. 
For further information in planning this special day on 
September 19, click the following: 
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-
2021 
 
Make sure you honor all catechists and commission 
them at the Masses during that weekend. Perhaps have 
a special gathering after Mass in their honor as well. 
 

COVID-19 
The plan is to open up all catechetical formation to 
onsite at the parish, but still with safe protocols to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. We are still 
monitoring all nine counties within our diocese. 
Currently, masks are to be worn by all students, 
catechists, PCLs, and other adults helping with the 
parish’s catechetical formation.  It may be prudent to 
have a backup plan such as family based catechesis and 
online catechesis, which many parishes did last year. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for our next PCL Gathering, on Thursday, 
September 9, 2021, at the Diocese of Beaumont 
Pastoral Center. The meeting will begin with lunch at 
12:00 pm Noon (we will keep an eye on the pandemic 
to ensure that all who participate will be safe). Loyola 
Press’ Bill Smith will present until around 3:00 pm. His 
presentation is on “How Can We Make Sacramental 
Preparation a ‘Holy Year’ (or Two) for the Whole 
Family?”  

 We will look at strategies and practical steps for 
preparation for “regular” first confession and 
communion, “delayed” reception with older children, 
RCIA for children, and Confirmation. We will see how 
we can create a team approach involving the parish, 
Parish Catechetical Leaders, parents, and catechists.   

The October PCL Gathering will be Thursday, October 
14, 2021, at the Diocese of Beaumont Pastoral Center. 
Sadlier will be the sponsor. We will begin with lunch at 
12:00 pm Noon. The meeting is expected to end around 
3:00 pm.  
 

2021 CALLED, FORMED, & SENT DAY  
Save the Date! November 6, 2021 

“Say the Word and My Soul Will Be Healed” 
Looking at the Ministry of the Catechist,  

A Ministry of Healing,  
and the new Directory of Catechesis 

 
Called, Formed, & Sent Day will be at St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish in Beaumont. Registration will begin at 9:00 am. 
The gathering will end with Mass with parishioners of 
St. Jude Thaddeus at 5:00 pm with Bishop Toups as 
presider. 
 
There will be a track in Spanish and learning session 
tracks in the following: the RCIA, Evangelization and 
Adult Catechetical Formation, Youth Catechesis, 
Elementary Catechesis, Persons with Disabilities, and so 
on. 
 

The following is from  
Called, Formed, & Sent Day 2020 

View the keynote and the learning sessions online: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=

PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_ 
 

RCIA  
Neophyte Mass 

Bishop Toups will have a special Mass for neophytes 
from the past two years and new Catholics who were 
already baptized from the last two years on September 
18, 2021, at the 4:00 pm Mass at St. Anthony Cathedral 
Basilica. Please RSVP by email to Bryan Reising at 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org by Wednesday, September 
15, 2021. 

 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2021
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2021
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft9DaLirUy4&list=PLxqqaKxMSeFH0B3Lq1mBNAkaC3Jj2jll_
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
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Back to Better: 
Christ the King, Cristo Rey, Chúa Kitô vua 

Ang Kaharian ni Jesus na Panginoon 
A great Diocesan event is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 20, 2021, at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Anthony.  This will be a gathering of Catholics in the 
Diocese of Beaumont – families and individuals, old and 
young, all cultures! The event begins at 11:00 am with a 
procession in downtown Beaumont ending at the 
grounds of St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica and concludes 
with the 4:00 pm Mass at the Cathedral Basilica. It will 
include family activities, speakers, music, an adoration 
tent, and opportunities for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and much more. More information will 
be forthcoming. 

 
Parish Visits 

These visits will resume with all precautionary 
protocols. Twyla (North, West, South Vicariates) and 
Bryan (Central and East Vicariates) are available for 
parish visits. Bryan and Twyla can do visits with 
catechetical leaders and during your parish catechetical 
formation. Bryan can also visit with pastors as well. 
What will happen during these visits? The following are 
some possibilities:  
 

• Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  
• Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 
• Observation of your faith formation during the 

time of instruction  
• An in-service with your catechists 
• A presentation to parents  
• A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 

adults, youth, or children  
• RCIA training for your RCIA team  

 
Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-
924-4323 and tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org or 318-
840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for  
Service Hours and Apprenticeship 

Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Chris Robertson: 409-924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406 

Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Phone: (409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
Cycle 7: October 10 - November 13, 2021 Registration: 
Opens August 25; Closes October 6. The University of 
Dayton has certificate programs in Catechesis, Youth 
Ministry, Leadership in Ministry, Adult Faith 
Formation, Special Needs, and Social Justice. 

• A Vision of Catholic Youth Ministry 
• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 
• Bible Basics 
• Catechetical Methodology - AMS Military Only 
• Catholic Beliefs 
• Catholic Identity and Culture 
• Church History 2 
• Conscience 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020 
• Evangelization and Discipleship 
• Facilitating Adult Learning and Faith Formation 

(AFL 4) 
• Faith and Human Development 
• Faith Formation for Adults with Special Needs 

(SN 5) 
• Giving with God: Reflections on Wealth 
• Images of Jesus 
• Introduction to Catechesis 
• Introduction to Practical Morality 
• Introduction to Prayer 
• Introduction to Scripture 
• Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for 

Life’s Second Act 
• Marianist Studies: Prayer 
• Mary in Scripture and Tradition 
• Mercy 
• New Testament 
• Old Testament 
• On the Call to Holiness (Gaudete Et Exsultate) 
• Our Hearts Were Burning 
• Praying With Children 
• Sacraments 
• Summary of Catholic Social Teaching 
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
• Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 
• The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic Health 

Through the Lifespan 

mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=303
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=70
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=136
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=302
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=13
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=107
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=107
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=268
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=62
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=18
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=32
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=121
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
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• Theological Reflection: Key to Connecting Faith 
and Life 

• Veteran and Military Family Outreach 
• Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 

USCCB Resources and Formation 

 
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis 
Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 
 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  

Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree 
in Theology or Catechesis? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 
Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-
catechesis/index.html 
 
Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): 
https://www.luc.edu/ips/ 
 

In Word and Witness 
Professional Organization for PCLs, 

Evangelization Directors,  
and Diocesan Leadership 

Become a member of In Word and Witness, a national 
organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, those 
involved in evangelization and RCIA, and others! They 
have a free membership and a paid membership. The 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=239
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://www.luc.edu/ips/
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paid membership is only $75 a year and has extra 
benefits. For information on those benefits and how to 
register as a free or paid member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 
 
 

Safe Environment  
In the near future, we will be moving our background 
check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 
Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 
training sessions remain suspended, and the current 
levels of training are detailed below. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 
2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 
3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training or 
the initial recertification, direct them to 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   
and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 
either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 
“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 
Recertification” only applies to the initial online 
recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 
Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 
complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 
email address used to create their Virtus Account once 
KPA recertification is necessary.  

Please note: the procedure described above only 
applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 
account. If you need the initial recertification and you 
already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 
be sent directly to your email.  

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 
jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.  

 

 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org
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