
        
   

 

 

 

 
 

The National Directory for Catechesis 
Those Who Catechize 

What Does It Say About Deacons and 
Others? 

by Bryan Reising 
 
The National Directory for Catechesis (NDC) is a 
great resource for parishes to understand the role 
of those who catechize: the pastor, the parish 
catechetical leader (PCL, formerly called the DRE 
or CRE), the parents, the catechists, and so on. 
This month, we will look at deacons and others who 

catechize. I will take directly out of the NDC what 
it says about these various people and their roles 
in catechizing to improve catechetical formation 
in our parishes:  
 

 “Deacons [also are] to serve the people of God in the 
ministry of the word in communion with the bishop 
and his presbyterium.” (Code of Canon Law, c. 757) In 
this sense, they participate in the Church’s 
catechetical ministry as preachers and teachers. The 
deacon is called “to read the sacred scripture to the 
faithful [and] to instruct and exhort people.” (Lumen 
Gentium, 29) The formation of permanent deacons 
should include studies in theology, Liturgy, Sacred 
Scripture, catechesis, and communication skills. (cf. 
Congregation for Catholic Education, Basic Norms for 
the Formation of Permanent Deacons - USCCB 1998, 
9) With proper catechetical training, which includes 

supervised catechetical experience, deacons may 
serve as especially effective parish and diocesan 
catechetical leaders. 

On persons involved with other ministries: 

Within a diocese or a parish are many others whose 
major responsibility is not specifically catechetical in 
nature, but who catechize as part of their overall 
effort. In fact, an important catechetical dimension is 
inherent in most aspects of the Church’s mission. In 
addition to the many roles within the Church that are 
predominantly catechetical, there are those who are 
responsible, either on the diocesan or parish level for 
other ministries. They include evangelization, mission, 
charitable works, stewardship, peace and justice, 
Liturgy, music, youth ministry, young adult ministry, 
the catechumenate, ministry in higher education, 
seminary education, communications, ministry for 
persons with disabilities, family ministry, prison 
ministry, chaplaincies, ministry to various cultural 
groups and immigrants, and respect life advocates. 
They all hand on the Gospel message and contribute 
significantly to the success of diocesan or parish 
catechetical endeavors. Frequent communication, 
cooperation, and collaboration between and among 
all those involved with the Church’s central message 
of evangelization and catechesis should characterize 
the efforts of all those committed to proclaim the 
Gospel message. 

There is also a section on Catholic schools in the NDC 
where they take a closer look at the catechetical 
ministry and focus of the principal, the Catholic school 



itself, religion teachers, and teachers in general. This 
is well worth looking at. The final article in this series 
we will examine next month is college and university 
campus ministers. 

… 
 

Therefore, with this excerpt from the National Directory 
of Catechesis, the NDC, we can see how important the 
roles of deacons and many others. They offer their 
witness, their charisms, and their leadership. They help 
all people understand God, their relationship with God, 
their place in the parish community and the Church, and 
their place in the world. 
 

 

PCL Gathering 
Thursday, February 20, 2020  

– Luisa Negret of Pflaum 
 

How Do I Encourage My Catechists to be Better 

Formed? 

Providing children in our parishes with the 

opportunity for solid catechetical formation is critical 

for their success and the success in their relationship 

with Jesus Christ. Every child deserves a great 

catechist! 

Let’s see different resources that help us to help our 
team of catechists to be more knowledgeable and 
effective. 
 

PCL Gatherings for This Catechetical Year 
 

2020: March 26, April 23, and May 14 
 

 

RCIA: Purification and Enlightenment 
The second training for the RCIA will be February 7 

(Friday evening for a meet and greet) and February 8 

(Saturday), 2020. Please see the attached information 

and registration. 

This is the follow-up to the training we had in August 

2019. It will focus on the Period of Purification and 

Enlightenment. 

Even if you did not attend the first training, you are 

welcome to register for this training. Of course, we 

encourage all who attended the training in August to 

attend this training. 

Again, see the attached information and registration 

form. 

The registration can be sent to:  
Anna Stone  
710 Archie St.  
Beaumont, TX  
77701-2802 

or emailed to astone@dioceseofbmt.org  

Registration deadline is January 30, 2020. Register 

soon! 

Confirmation for Adults 
The following are the instructions for adults needing 
to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation found 
on the following website 
(https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/adult-confirmation/) 
with the form needed to be filled out and returned 
before starting the preparation classes: 

 All Adult Confirmation candidates must 
complete and return the form prior to week 1 
of Adult Confirmation classes (or sooner). 

 Please use a desktop or laptop computer to 
complete the form. You will not be able to fill 
out this form and return it on a mobile device. 

 Please right-click the link below titled “Adult 
Confirmation Form (pdf).” Select “save link 
as” from the right-click menu. This action will 
open a dialogue box asking where in your 
computer you want to save the form. We 
suggest saving it to your desktop to make it 
easy to find. 

 Close your internet browser and open the 
Adult Confirmation Form from the location in 
your computer where you saved it (i.e. 
desktop). 

 Please complete the form in its entirety. 

 After the form is complete, click the “submit 
by email” button in the top right of the form 
and follow the directions that appear. 

mailto:astone@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/adult-confirmation/


 You may also click the “print form” button if 
you would like to keep a hard copy for 
yourself. It is a good idea to have an extra 
copy in case you ever need to reference it 
during the Adult Confirmation process. 

 Please note: You will not be able to use the 
“submit by email” button if you fill out the 
form in your internet browser. You must 
save the form to your computer and fill it out 
from there. 

The following website lists the options for dates and 
times for Confirmation Preparation for Adults. Please 
let the potential candidates know how to first, fill out 
the form, and then register for one of the course 
options: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/diocese-of-
beaumont-evangelizationcatechesis-7578878365 

Parish Visits 
Bryan has been on the road for some parish visits. He 
can visit on the day of your Faith Formation. He can 
also do visits with pastors and catechetical leaders. 
Please arrange a time that you can invite him to your 
parish by contacting him via email: 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org or calling his office at 
409-924-4323. He will not get to all places during the 
catechetical year, but he would like to get to all 
regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla (North, 
West Vicariates), Sr. Misty (East, South, and Central 
Vicariates), and Paul are available for parish visits as 
well. What will happen with these visits? The 
following are some possibilities: an evaluation of your 
evangelization efforts and adult catechetical 
formation, an observation of your faith formation 
during the time of instruction, perhaps an in-service 
with your catechists, a presentation to parents, or 
even a catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children. 
 

Vicariate Meetings 
We are scheduling some Vicariate meetings to gather 
pastors, parish catechetical leaders, and youth 
ministers to talk about catechetical formation, 
registration, open registration, and closed 
registration. We have seen an increase of children 
and youth (families) registering for catechetical 
formation in some parishes. We will look at some 
possible solutions so that all registered parishioners 
will have the opportunity for catechetical formation 
and sacramental preparation. 

 

 
Heart of Faith 

These are 2 hour learning sessions that can be 
presented right in your parish. Contact our office to 
arrange this opportunity. Topics include 
Evangelization, Home Visitation Training, Christian 
Morality, the Sacraments, Catholic Social Teaching, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and Sacred 
Scripture. 
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
 

 
 

Cycle 2: March 1 - April 4, 2020 (Registration: 

Opens January 15; Closes February 26) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 

(Vocation of the Catechist) 

 Bible Basics 

 Bioethical Issues, Including Care for the 

Aging and Support for Families 

 Catechetical Methodology: Archdiocese 

for the Military Services Only 

 Catholic Beliefs 

 Church History 2 

 Conscience 

 Designing and Implementing Adult 

Learning and Faith Formation (AFL 7) 

 Disabilities in Parish Life: An Overview (SN 

1) 

 Discovering Integral Ecology in Laudato Si' 

 Ecclesiology: Pilgrim Church 

 Faith and Human Development 

 Foundations and Vision for Adult Learning 

and Faith Formation (AFL 1) 

 Galatians 

 History of Catholic Social Action (SJ) 

 Images of Jesus 

 Introduction to Catechesis 

 Introduction to Liturgy 

 Introduction to Pastoral Care 
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 Introduction to Practical Morality 

 Introduction to Prayer 

 Introduction to Scripture (Bryan will 

facilitate this course in Section B) 

 Marianist Studies: Prayer 

 Mary in Scripture and Tradition 

 Ministering in Times of Scandals and 

Divisions 

 New Testament 

 Old Testament 

 Our Hearts Were Burning 

 Prayer and Worship with Adolescents (YM) 

 Sacraments 

 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

 The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic 

Health Through the Lifespan 

 Understanding Culture in Ministry: 

Building Bridges 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
 

 
 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a 
plan for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/ 
 

Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many 
resources for small groups, parish renewal, a process 
for returning Catholics (Awakening Faith), and 
outreach: https://www.pemdc.org/ 
 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 

 

ACTS 

 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and 
Activities: https://beaumontacts.org/  
 

Interested in a Bachelors or Masters in 

Theology 
 

 
 

St. Thomas University in Houston: 

https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-
Arts-and- 
Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf. 

 

National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL) Membership 
 

 
 

The next NCCL Convocation will be in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Check the NCCL website for further 
information about this exciting conference! And 
all PCLs are now members of NCCL! Check out 
the Web site: www.nccl.org. Contact our office to 
learn how you can be a member of NCCL 
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compliments of the Diocese of Beaumont if you 
are not a member yet! And this year, there is no 
additional $24 fee! For information, go to 
www.nccl.org 
 

God is Love 

By 

Paul J Thomas 

It is very interesting how different months evoke 

very specific thoughts as we enter them. 

November comes and we think Thanksgiving; 

December of course rings of Christmas; January is 

the New Year with our resolutions; and now as we 

enter February, perhaps Valentine’s Day enters 

our mind.  

Named after St. Valentine of Rome who was 

martyred on February 14, AD 269, the feast day 

was established by Pope Gelasius in AD 496. 

Although his patronage includes other areas (such 

as beekeepers and the plague), St. Valentine is 

most widely known in regards to matters of the 

heart such as happy marriages and love.  

Commercially, Valentine’s Day has been a very 

successful theme in popular culture, from movies 

to songs, candy, and cards. So ingrained now in 

our culture, by the time Christmas merchandise 

has barely cleared from store shelves, we notice 

an almost seamless transition into all things 

“Valentine’s Day” taking over. Primarily based 

around romance, and without regard to the saint 

the day is named after, perhaps we can be glad 

that at least Love is being celebrated.  

St. John tells us that God is Love. When I 

contemplate this, I realize if God is Love, those 

words are interchangeable. “God bless you” or “I 

love you”… either phrase, from my heart, is hoping 

the person’s life is touched and held by infinite 

mercy, compassion, and unconditional love.  

Pope Benedict XVI in his first encyclical letter titled 

God is Love, says that there is an unbreakable 

bond between love of God and love of neighbor. 

Jesus, when asked about the greatest 

commandment, answers with complete 

confidence and emphasis; Love of God and Love of 

neighbor. Once again, we see in his response, an 

interchangeable equality of the words God and 

neighbor. In the first letter of John, we read that if 

one says they love God but hate their neighbor 

they are a liar. These strong words are clear that 

we cannot possibly love what we cannot see if we 

do not love what we can see. 

All of this goes straight to the heart to reveal each 

of us as a temple of the Holy Spirit. This indwelling, 

this incarnational reality, challenges us to go 

beyond mere appearance in order to love each 

person for the presence of God they are. Why else 

would the great saints say that when they look at 

the person being cared for they are able to see 

Jesus?  

Just like Jesus, our goal is oneness as human and 

divine. Living out a life of love is the surest way to 

know we are living out a life in God. God is Love, 

so celebrate love, and not only on Valentine’s Day. 

Every day let us be more mindful to see in others 

and ourselves the presence of God who is love. 

Safe Environment Compliance Reminders 

 
Any PCL, youth minister, catechist, adults helping 
with youth ministry, or anyone who may be in a  
ministry with minors is required to be in total 
compliance with safe environment requirements.  
To be in compliance, one must have attended in 
person a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) session. 
After 5 years from the initial training participation, a 
recertification is required. This can be done either 
through the diocesan website online module, or by 
attending another in person PGC session.  
If you have any questions regarding Safe Environment 

Training, you may contact the diocesan Safe 

Environment Coordinator through the following 

information:  Paul J Thomas 
pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org 409‐924‐4315 
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Protecting God’s Children Information 

Protecting God's Children: 2019- 2020 Schedule of Sessions 
Date  Time  Location  Facilitator  Contact  

Wed. February 12, 
2020 

6:00 

pm 
St. Anne, LifeTeen House, Beaumont 

Kelly de la 

Rosa 
Kelly: 409-924-4360 

Thu. February 13, 

2020 
6:30 

pm 
Infant Jesus, Religious Education Building, 

Lumberton 
Stacy Keen 

Stacy: 409-755-1734 

x 114 

Fri. March 6, 2020 
6:00 

pm 
St. Mary, Parish Hall, Cleveland Flavia Avalos 

Vanessa: 281-592-

2985 

Mon. March 23, 

2020 
5:30 

pm 
St. Michael, Parish Hall, Jasper 

Regina 

Lawrence 
Regina: 409-384-

1424 

 

 

Protegiendo los Ninos de Dios: 2019-2020 Sesiones en Espanol 

Fecha Tiempo Localización Facilitator Contacto 

viernes (Fri), 21 de 
febrero 2020 

6:00 
pm 

Santa María, Salón Parroquial, 
Cleveland 

Flavia 
Avalos 

Vanessa: 281-592-
2985 

 

 

Thank you!  


