
 

 

 

 
The National Directory for 

Catechesis 
Those Who Catechize 

What Does It Say About Pastors, 
Priests, and Seminarians? 

by Bryan Reising 
 
The National Directory for Catechesis 
(NDC) is a great resource for parishes 
to understand the role of those who 
catechize: the pastor, the parish 
catechetical leader (PCL, formerly 
called the DRE or CRE), the parents, the 
catechists, and so on. I will take directly 
out of the NDC what it says about these various 
people and their roles in catechizing to improve 
catechetical formation in our parishes:  

 

Pastors have specific responsibilities 
that derive from their particular 

catechetical role. “All believers have a 
right to catechesis; all pastors have a 

duty to provide it” (Catechesi 
Tradendae, 64). Pastors 
are the bishops’ closest 

collaborators in ensuring 
that the goals of the 

diocesan catechetical mission are 
achieved.  

 

Attentive to the norms established by the diocesan 
bishop, the pastor is to take care in a special way: 
1.  That suitable catechesis is imparted for the 

celebration of the sacraments  
2.  That through catechetical instruction imparted for 

an appropriate period of time children and youth 
are prepared properly for the first reception of 
the Sacraments of Penance and the Most Holy 
Eucharist and for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

3.  That having received First 
Communion [and Confirmation], 
these children [and youth] are 
enriched more fully and deeply 
through catechetical formation 
4.  That catechetical formation 
is given also to those who are 
physically or mentally impeded, 
insofar as their condition permits; 
5.  That the faith of youth and 
adults is strengthened, 
enlightened, and developed 
through various means and 

endeavors. 
 

The pastor should also ensure that:  

 Catechesis is emphasized in a way that provides 
age-appropriate opportunities for adults, youth, 
and children  

 A total parish plan for catechesis is developed and 
implemented in consultation with the parish 
pastoral council and parish catechetical leadership  

 Catechesis for adults of all ages is a priority – adult 
formation should be provided in such a way that 
parishioners would recognize it as the parish’s 
primary catechesis  

 Catechesis for youth and young adults is situated 
within a  comprehensive plan for youth ministry in 
the parish 

 Catechists at all levels are well formed and trained 
for this task  

 Catechesis is available for all language groups  

 The baptismal catechumenate [RCIA] is a vital 
component in the organization of catechesis in the 
parish  



 The catechumenate [RCIA] is an essential process 
in the parish, one that serves as the inspiration of 
all catechesis 

 

Pastors should also work with parents, school, 
catechetical personnel, and appropriate boards and 
commissions in the parish to plan and carry out the 
catechetical mission in the local parish. The pastor 
has the primary responsibility to ensure that the 
catechetical needs, goals, and priorities of the parish 
are identified, articulated, and met. In parishes with 
no resident pastor, pastoral administrators have the 
same obligation. 
 

These directives for the pastor can be helpful as the 
pastor along with his staff, and each parishioner, 
realize what needs to be done regarding the 
evangelizing and catechizing mission of the parish. 
The pastor as the lead catechist and shepherd of the 
parish needs to lead the way to ensure these 
directives do get done so that everyone, from the 
pre-school student to the elderly adult, get the 
opportunity for catechetical formation. The NDC has 
some additional things to say about the priest in 
general, which includes the pastor, the parochial 
vicar, the senior associate, and the retired priest. 
Here is that portion: 
 

Priests share the teaching role of their bishops and 
are the immediate collaborators with them in the 
proclamation of the Gospel. The special role in the 
diocesan catechetical mission that they exercise 
arises directly from the Sacrament of Holy Orders, 
which constitutes priests as educators in the faith.  
 

Since a priest ‘must be the catechist of catechists, 
forming… a veritable community of disciples of the 
Lord,’ in his preaching and teaching and in the 
sacramental ministry of the Church, the priest 
transmits the Gospel of Christ, encourages 
conversion to him, fosters the life of faith and 
ongoing formation of faith, and inspires the prayer of 
the community of faith.  
 

They are leaders who offer support for all those 
involved in catechesis. In his parish, the priest has 
the responsibility of forming the Christian 
community and ensuring that the faithful are 
properly formed and reach true Christian maturity. 
Priests help to foster the ministry of catechists and 
assist them in carrying out their responsibilities by 
collaborating with catechetical leaders to provide 
catechists with formation and by supporting them, 
above all by their prayers. The parish priest plays an 

active role in the catechetical programs and is 
available to celebrate the sacraments with classes or 
groups. In addition, the Church expects priests “to 
neglect nothing with a view to a well-organized and 
well-oriented catechetical effort.”  
 

Parochial vicars, in giving support to a pastor's 
catechetical responsibilities, are especially called to: 

 Foster a sense of common responsibility for 
catechesis in the parish and a recognition and 
appreciation for catechists and their mission 

 Ensure that parish catechetical programs are 
systematic and complete  

 Encourage those faithful who have the necessary 
qualities to be catechists among them 

 Integrate catechesis with evangelization and foster 
the link between catechesis, sacraments, and 
Liturgy 

 Ensure the connection between parish and 
diocesan catechetical efforts 

 

Priests are absolutely essential contributors to an 
effective catechetical program. Their zealous 
leadership is essential to parish catechesis. In order to 
maintain and enrich their ministry as catechists, 
priests are to give careful attention to their own 
catechetical formation and continue their education 
and spiritual formation after ordination. 
 

In addition, it addresses seminarians and their learning 
about catechesis: 
 

Frequently, candidates for the priesthood are being 
given catechetical responsibilities in the parishes in 
which they serve a pastoral internship. Seminarians 
need a clear understanding of the nature, goals, and 
methods of catechesis as well as the roles they will 
have in the catechetical programs of parishes and 
institutions to which they will be assigned as priests. 
They should learn the processes of human growth and 
development and faith formation so that they will be 
able to adapt the Gospel message to the age and 
ability of those they catechize. They should also have 
an understanding of the catechetical 
ministry of the Church and training in the 
organization and supervision of parish 
catechetical programs. They should be 
sensitive to the diversity of cultures, 
and those who are not native-born 
should have the opportunity to learn 
the culture of the United States.  
 

Integrated throughout the NDC, there 
are other aspects, which pastors and 



priests need to be aware of like home schooling and 
parish planning. Hopefully, the NDC can shed some 
light on the importance of each of us, our role, and an 
appreciation for each of our roles to enhance the 
evangelizing and catechizing efforts of our parishes. 
 

 

PCL Gathering 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 –– Bill Smith 

Bill is a Sales Representative and 
Consultant for Loyola Press. He has 
more than 40 years of experience as 
a parish catechetical leader (PCL) at 
various parishes in the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio and beyond. Bill 

received his Master’s in Religious Studies from the 
University of the Incarnate Word. He has served on a 
variety of archdiocesan catechetical committees and is 
an instructor for the archdiocesan catechist formation 
program.  
 

Caring and Feeding of Catechists 

One of the greatest challenges for PCLs is recruiting, 

training, and keeping catechists. Let’s explore some  

ways we can take away the fears of stepping forward,  

encourage their own growth in our faith so they don’t 

burn out, and give them the encouragement they need 

along the way. Come prepared to share your own ideas. 
 

PCL Gatherings for This Catechetical Year 
 

2020: January 9, February 20, March 26, April 

23, and May 14 
 

 

Called, Formed, & Sent Conference  

SAVE the DATE: November 2, 2019 

“Abide with Us” 
Keep in mind: It will be November 2, 2019 – All Souls’ 
Day at St. Pius X Parish in Beaumont. Featured 
speakers include Sr. Pat McCormack, IHM, speaker 
and writer on parent involvement with faith 
formation and the faith, and Peter Ductram, Director 
of Lay Ministry Formation for the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio. Presentations will be in English and Spanish. 
Register as a Parish and send to Anna Stone. 

 
Discover a new pastoral 

resource to invite and 

welcome Catholics we 

miss. 

The Diocese of Beaumont 
will offer a training sessions 
in Awakening Faith, 

Reconnecting with Your Catholic Faith. There is no 
cost for these sessions. The sessions will take place 
at the Diocese of Beaumont Pastoral Center via 
Zoom as well as other places throughout the diocese 
where there is Internet access. It will be Thursday, 
November 14 and Thursday, November 21. 

What is Awakening Faith, Reconnecting with Your 
Catholic Faith? It is a small group process that helps 
inactive Catholics return to the Church. The group 
meets once a week for six weeks of conversation and 
socializing. The conversations are based on short, 
easy to read essays about spirituality, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, God’s mercy, the Mass, and the Church. The 
meetings foster reflection, prayer, and honest sharing 
in a setting of hospitality and acceptance. A small 
community is formed and over the weeks that 
community becomes a bridge to the larger Church 
community. Additional, optional essays allow the 
group to continue to meet if desirable for another 
four weeks to discuss faith, love, marriage and 
divorce, and money. The process is simple and 
inviting. A parish can offer Awakening Faith any time 
of the year and repeat it year after year. RSVP Anna 
for this upcoming opportunity at 409-924-4324 or 
astone@dioceseofbmt.org. 

Fr. Frank Desiano, CSP, of Paulist 
Evangelization Ministries will be the 
presenter. Fr. Frank has been a long 
sought after speaker on 
evangelization and a practitioner of 
processes for returning Catholics. He 
is an author, and he will be a participant at the Synod 
on the New Evangelization in early October. To learn 
more about Awakening Faith, here is their Web site: 

http://www.pemdc.org/programs/awakeningfaith.aspx 
 

Parish Visits 
Bryan has been on the road for some parish visits. He 
can visit on the day of your Faith Formation. He can 
also do visits with pastors and catechetical leaders. 
Please arrange a time that you can invite him to your 
parish by contacting him via email: 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org or calling his office at 
409-924-4323. He will not get to all places during the 

mailto:astone@dioceseofbmt.org
http://www.pemdc.org/programs/awakeningfaith.aspx


catechetical year, but he would like to get to all 
regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla (North, 
West Vicariates), Sr. Misty (East, South, and Central 
Vicariates), and Paul are available for parish visits as 
well. What will happen with these visits? The 
following are some possibilities: an evaluation of your 
evangelization efforts and adult catechetical 
formation, an observation of your faith formation 
during the time of instruction, perhaps an in-service 
with your catechists, a presentation to parents, or 
even a catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children. 
 

Vicariate Meetings 
We are scheduling some Vicariate meetings to gather 
pastors, parish catechetical leaders, and youth 
ministers to talk about catechetical formation, 
registration, open registration, and closed 
registration. We have seen an increase of children 
and youth (families) registering for catechetical 
formation in some parishes. We will look at some 
possible solutions so that all registered parishioners 
will have the opportunity for catechetical formation 
and sacramental preparation. 
 

 
Heart of Faith 

These are 2 hour learning sessions that can be 
presented right in your parish. Contact our office to 
arrange this opportunity. Topics include 
Evangelization, Home Visitation Training, Christian 
Morality, the Sacraments, Catholic Social Teaching, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and Sacred 
Scripture. 
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
 

 
 

Cycle 1: January 12 - February 15, 

2020(Registration: Opens October 30, 2019; 

Closes January 8, 2020) 

 Advanced Catholic Social Teaching (SJ) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 

 Bible Basics 

 Catholic Beliefs 

 Catholic Teaching on Chastity, Family Life, 

and Human Sexuality Education 

 Christology 

 Church History 1 

 Ecclesiology: Beginnings of the Church 

 Emotional Intelligence and its Impact on 

Faith Formation 

 Faith and Human Development 

 Foundations for Liturgy 

 Fundamentals in Deaf Faith Formation 

Methodologies (SN 2) 

 Gaudete Et Exsultate (Apostolic 

Exhortation - Rejoice and Be Glad - Call to 

Holiness) 

 Images of Jesus 

 Introduction to Catechesis 

 Introduction to Christian Morality 

 Introduction to Paul's Life and Letters 

 Introduction to Practical Morality 

 Introduction to Prayer 

 Introduction to Scripture 

 Marianist Studies: Mary, Holy Possibility 

 Ministering in Times of Scandals and 

Divisions 

 Music in Liturgy 

 New Testament 

 Old Testament (Bryan will facilitate this 

in section B) 

 Our Hearts Were Burning 

 Parish and Social Action (SJ) 

 Planning Youth Ministry Events 

 Praying With Children 

 RCIA 

 Reflections on Faith and Finance 

 Relational Ministry with Youth (YM) 

 Sacrament of Marriage: A Holy Calling 

 Sacraments 

 Spirituality in Adult Learning and Faith 

Formation (AFL 6) 

 Study of The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii 

Gaudium) 

 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

 Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 

 The Mass 

 Veteran and Military Family Outreach 

 Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 
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https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=141
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=194
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=178
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https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=39
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=134
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=137
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=235
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=63
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=147
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=32
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=165
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=140
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=104
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=123
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=123
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=169
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https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=121
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Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
 

 
 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a 
plan for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/ 
 
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many 
resources for small groups, parish renewal, a process 
for returning Catholics, and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/ 
 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 

 

ACTS 

 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and 
Activities: https://beaumontacts.org/  
 

Interested in a Bachelors or Masters in 

Theology 
 

 
 

St. Thomas University in Houston: 

https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-
Arts-and- 
Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf. 

 

National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL) Membership 
 

 
 

The next NCCL Convocation will be in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Check the NCCL website for further 
information about this exciting conference! And 
all PCLs are now members of NCCL! Check out 
the Web site: www.nccl.org. Contact our office to 
learn how you can be a member of NCCL 
compliments of the Diocese of Beaumont if you 
are not a member yet! Keep in mind, they do 
have an additional $24 stewardship fee. For 
information, go to www.nccl.org 

 

 

Safe Environment Compliance Reminders 

 
Any PCL, youth minister, catechist, adults helping 
with youth ministry, or anyone who may be in a  
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file:///C:/Users/jblakeley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/53W4ZV2I/www.nccl.org
file:///C:/Users/jblakeley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/53W4ZV2I/www.nccl.org


ministry with minors is required to be in total 
compliance with safe environment requirements.  
To be in compliance, one must have attended in 
person a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) session. 
After 5 years from the initial training participation, a 
recertification is required. This can be done either 
through the diocesan website online module, or by 
attending another in person PGC session.  

If you have any questions regarding Safe Environment 

Training, you may contact the diocesan Safe 

Environment Coordinator through the following 

information:  Paul J Thomas 
pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org 409‐924‐4315 
 
 

 

Upcoming Protecting God’s Children Sessions 2019-2020 

 

  
Date Time Location Facilitator Contact 

Sun. November 10, 2019 6:00 pm Holy Trinity, Mont Belvieu Linda Cooper Linda: 281-813-2354 

 

  

  Please note that this is the only remaining PGC session currently scheduled before 2020.   

     

              Remember to abide by all the deadlines for Safe Environment. Thank you! 
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