
 

 

 

 
The National Directory for Catechesis  

Those Who Catechize  
What Does It Say About Catechetical Leaders? 

by Bryan Reising 
 

The National Directory for Catechesis (NDC) is a great 
resource for parishes to understand the role of those who 
catechize:  the pastor, the parish catechetical leader (PCL, 
formerly called the DRE or CRE), the parents, the 
catechists, and so on. I will take directly out of the NDC 
what it says about these various people and their roles in 
catechizing to improve catechetical formation in our 
parishes:  
 

 The single most critical factor in an effective parish 
catechetical program is the leadership of a 
professionally trained parish catechetical leader. 
Depending on the size and scope of the parish 
catechetical program, parishes should allocate their 
resources so that they are able to acquire the services 
of a competent and qualified catechetical leader (or 
someone who is in the process of becoming qualified 
and competent). Ordinarily, under the direction of the 
pastor, the main responsibilities of this position are as 
follows: 
 Overall direction of the parish catechetical 

programs for adults, youth, and children 
 Planning, implementation, and evaluation of the 

parish catechetical program 
 Recruitment, formation, on-going development, 

and evaluation of catechists 
 Implementation of diocesan and parish catechetical 

policies and guidelines, including the areas of 
catechist certification and supervision and 
administrative policies related to negligence, sexual 
abuse, sexual harassment, and the safety and 
protection of minors (USCCB Promise to Protect, 
Pledge to Heal, 2003) 

 Collaboration with the pastor, other parish 
ministers, and appropriate committees, boards, and 
councils 

 Assistance in liturgical planning 
 Attention to his/her own personal, spiritual, and 

professional development 
 

 Dioceses and parishes should actively seek to 
identify potential parish catechetical leaders and, with 
the help of Catholic colleges, universities, and 
organizations, provide them with opportunities to 
develop the competence and skills necessary for 
effective leadership and thorough knowledge of the 
faith. Only fully initiated, practicing Catholics who fully 
adhere to the Church’s teaching in faith and morals and 
who are models of Christian virtue and courageous 
witnesses to the Catholic faith should be designated as 
parish catechetical leaders. Preparation for service as a 
parish catechetical leader should include advanced 
studies in theology, Scripture, Liturgy, catechesis and 
catechetical methodology, education psychology and 
theory, and administration, as well as practical 
catechetical experience with adults, youth, and 
children. A comprehensive knowledge of the General 
Directory for Catechesis and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church is essential. In accord with diocesan 
policies, pastors who employ parish catechetical leaders 
should formulate a clear and specific agreement with 
them that lists the responsibilities of the position and 
elements of equitable compensation. Parish 
catechetical leaders should be full members of the 
parish pastoral staff and attend all its meetings. 
 The functions of such positions vary from parish to 
parish, but parish catechetical leaders are not simply 
administrators or general pastoral ministers. The need 
for systematic training and study should not be 
minimized. They are catechists first. They should 
continue their personal, spiritual, and professional 



development and participate in diocesan programs of 
in-service training and formation, catechetical 
institutes, conventions, retreats, and accredited 
programs. 
 Integrated throughout the NDC, there are other 
aspects that the parish catechetical leader needs to be 
aware of, like what it says about parents, catechists, 
and what it says about catechetical formation of 
children, youth, and adults. This important document 
helps you to understand your role and the whole 
enterprise of evangelization and catechesis and helps 
you to better plan for the future. 
 

 

 

 

PCL Gathering 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 –– Carol Eipers 

Carole is a National Religion 
Consultant for Sadlier and Pastoral 
Associate at Queen of All Saints parish 
in Chicago. She served in parish 
ministries for 25 years.  
She has presented nationally and 
internationally on evangelization, 
catechesis, leadership and led 

retreats and professional days for a variety of groups. 
Carole has a Master of Pastoral Studies from Loyola 
Chicago and a Doctor of Ministry from the Graduate 
Theological Foundation. 
 

Evangelize! What’s a PCL to do? 
Carole will discuss with us Evangelization and explore 
particular areas of concern to PCLs: evangelizing 
parents, sacramental preparation and beyond, and 
catechist formation.  

 

PCL Gatherings for This Catechetical Year 
 

2019: November 21 

2020: January 9, February 20, March 26, April 

23, and May 14 

 

Catholic Women’s Conference 
Friday, October 11, 2019 and Saturday, October 12, 

2019 at St. Francis of Assisi in Orange. Invite the women 

of your parish! Speakers are Sr. Michaela Martinez, OP 

and Sr. Marie Hannah, OP of the Dominican Sisters of 

St. Cecelia of Nashville. Further information can be 

found: 

https://www.stfrancisorangetx.org/images/bulletins/bu

lletin072819.pdf 

 

Called, Formed, & Sent Conference  

SAVE the DATE: November 2, 2019 

“Abide with Us” 
Save the Date! It will be November 2, 2019 – All Souls’ 
Day at St. Pius X Parish in Beaumont. Featured speakers 
include Sr. Pat McCormack, IHM, speaker and writer on 
parent involvement with faith formation and the faith, 
and Peter Ductram, Director of Lay Ministry Formation 
for the Archdiocese of San Antonio. Presentations will 
be in English and Spanish. 
 

Discover a pastoral resource to invite and welcome 

Catholics we miss. 

The Diocese of Beaumont will 
offer a training sessions in 
Awakening Faith, Reconnecting 
with Your Catholic Faith. There is 
no cost for these sessions. The 
sessions will take place at the 
Diocese of Beaumont Pastoral 
Center via zoom.us video 

conferencing as well as other places throughout the 
diocese where there is internet access. Fr. Frank 
DeSiano, CSP will present. It will be Thursday, 
November 14 and Thursday, November 21. 

What is Awakening Faith, Reconnecting with Your 
Catholic Faith? It is a small group process that helps 
inactive Catholics return to the Church. The group 
meets once a week for six weeks of conversation and 
socializing. The conversations are based on short, easy 
to read essays about spirituality, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
God’s mercy, the Mass, and the Church. The meetings 
foster reflection, prayer, and honest sharing in a setting 
of hospitality and acceptance. A small community is 
formed and over the weeks that community becomes a 
bridge to the larger Church community. Additional 
optional essays allow the group to continue to meet if 
desirable for another four weeks to discuss faith, love, 
marriage and divorce, and money. The process is simple 
and inviting. A parish can offer Awakening Faith any 
time of the year and repeat it year after year. RSVP 
Anna for this upcoming opportunity at 409-924-4324 or 
astone@dioceseofbmt.org. 

https://www.stfrancisorangetx.org/images/bulletins/bulletin072819.pdf
https://www.stfrancisorangetx.org/images/bulletins/bulletin072819.pdf
https://zoom.us/
mailto:astone@dioceseofbmt.org


Fr. Frank Desiano, CSP, of Paulist 
Evangelization Ministries will be the 
presenter. Fr. Frank has been a long 
sought after speaker on 
evangelization and a practitioner of 
processes for returning Catholics. He 
is an author. To learn more about 
Awakening Faith, here is their website: 

http://www.pemdc.org/programs/awakeningfaith.aspx 
 

Parish Visits 
Bryan has been on the road for some parish visits. He 
can visit on the day of your Faith Formation. He can also 
do visits with pastors and catechetical leaders. Please 
arrange a time that you can invite him to your parish by 
contacting him via email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 
calling his office at 409-924-4323. He will not get to all 
places during the catechetical year, but he would like to 
get to all regions of the diocese. In addition, Twyla 
(North, West Vicariates), Sr. Misty (East, South, and 
Central Vicariates), and Paul are available for parish 
visits as well.  
What will happen with these visits? The following are 
some possibilities: an evaluation of your evangelization 
efforts and adult catechetical formation, an observation 
of your faith formation during the time of instruction, 
perhaps an in-service with your catechists, a 
presentation to parents, or even a catechetical 
presentation – guest catechist for adults, youth, or 
children. 
 

 
 

Heart of Faith 
These are 2 hour learning sessions that can be 
presented right in your parish. Contact our office to 
arrange this opportunity. Topics include Evangelization, 
Home Visitation Training, Christian Morality, the 
Sacraments, Catholic Social Teaching, the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, and Sacred Scripture. 
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
 

 
 

Cycle 7: October 27 - November 30, 

2019(Registration: Opens September 11; Closes 

October 23) 

 Bible Basics 

 Catechetical Methodology: Archdiocese for 

the Military Services Only 

 Catholic Beliefs 

 Catholic Identity and Culture 

 Church History 2 

 Conscience 

 Creative Methodologies: ADHD in Parish Life 

- Pastoral Implications (SN 3) 

 Emotional Intelligence and its Impact on 

Faith Formation 

 Evangelization and Discipleship 

 Faith and Human Development 

 Foundations for Liturgy 

 Images of Jesus 

 Introduction to Catechesis (Bryan Reising 

will facilitate this course) 

 Introduction to Practical Morality 

 Introduction to Prayer 

 Introduction to Scripture 

 Leadership in Ministry 

 Leadership Roles and Skills for Adult 

Learning and Faith Formation (AFL 5) 

 Marianist Studies: Prayer 

 Mary in Scripture and Tradition 

 Mercy 

 Ministering in Times of Scandals and 

Divisions 

 New Testament 

 Old Testament 

 Our Hearts Were Burning 

 Pastoral Letter: Go Forth! I am with You 

Always 

 Planning Youth Ministry Events 

 Praying With Children 

 Reflections on Faith and Finance 

 Relational Ministry with Youth 

 Sacraments 

 Spirituality in Adult Learning and Faith 

Formation (AFL 6) 

 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

 The Parish Nurse as Counsellor and Spiritual 

Companion 

 Theological Reflection: Key to Connecting 

Faith and Life 

http://www.pemdc.org/programs/awakeningfaith.aspx
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=70
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=136
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=172
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=172
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=13
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=141
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=194
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=144
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=112
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=112
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=62
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=18
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=227
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=206
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=206
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=147
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=32
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=140
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=123
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=123
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=157
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=157
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131


 Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 
 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 
 

 
 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
 

Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
 

Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
 

JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
 

SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation: 
https://sinecentral.org/ 
 

Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning 
Catholics, and outreach: https://www.pemdc.org/ 
 

Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
 

ACTS 

 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/  
 

Interested in a Bachelors or Masters in 

Theology 
 

 
 

St. Thomas University in Houston: 

https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf. 

 

National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL) Membership 
 

 
 

The next NCCL Convocation will be in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Check the NCCL website for further 
information about this exciting conference! And all 
PCLs are now members of NCCL! Check out the 
Web site: www.nccl.org. Contact our office to learn 
how you can be a member of NCCL compliments of 
the Diocese of Beaumont if you are not a member 
yet! Keep in mind, they do have an additional $24 
stewardship fee. For information, go to 
www.nccl.org 
 

Caring for God's Creation 

By Joseph Blakeley 

Caring for God’s Creation is one of the seven themes of 

Catholic Social Teaching. According to the USCCB 

website, “We show our respect for the Creator by 

our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not 

just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. 

We are called to protect people and the planet, living 

our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. This 

environmental challenge has fundamental moral and 

ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored.” 

 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
http://www.nccl.org/
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm


In Laudato Si’ (On Care for our Common Home), Pope 

Francis challenged each of us to elevate our 

understanding of the importance of caring for our 

common home. Among many other things, this 

challenge inherently includes being mindful of our 

consumption and our waste, and how the choices we 

make as individuals affect our common home and our 

brothers and sisters who share it with us. It is with that 

in mind that we would like to introduce you to NPB (No 

Planet B) Recycling. NPB Recycling has been providing 

recycling service to the chancery since August 1, 2019. 

Their business really took off once the Waste 

Management recycling plant in Beaumont discontinued 

operation, leaving all of Jefferson County with no option 

for consumer recycling. We are beyond pleased with 

their service! For a modest monthly fee they will 

provide you with a 30-gallon plastic tote (that you then 

own forever) for all of your mixed recycling needs. Once 

per week they will pick up the items to be recycled from 

your 30-gallon plastic tote from your parish, home, or 

business and drive it to one of the three Waste 

Management recycling plants located in Houston, TX. 

They document their progress on their website and 

have already prevented several thousands of pounds of 

waste from being added to landfills! We really want to 

encourage each of you to be more mindful of your 

consumption and waste, and we ask that you please 

consider NPB Recycling!  

 

PS. If you haven’t already read it, we strongly encourage 

you to read Laudato Si’ (On Care for our Common 

Home). Please click here to read it.  

PPS. If any of you know of any other viable alternatives 

for consumer recycling in your communities, please 

share it with us and we will highlight it in a future issue 

of our newsletter!  

Safe Environment Compliance Reminders 

 
Any PCL, youth minister, catechist, adults helping 
with youth ministry, or anyone who may be in a  
ministry with minors is required to be in total 
compliance with safe environment requirements.  
To be in compliance, one must have attended in person 
a Protecting God’s Children (PGC) session. After 5 years  
from the initial training participation, a recertification is 
required. This can be done either through the diocesan 
website online module, or by attending another in 
person PGC session.  
If you have any questions regarding Safe Environment 

Training, you may contact the diocesan Safe 

Environment Coordinator through the following 

information:  Paul J Thomas 
pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org 409‐924‐4315 
 
 

 

Upcoming Protecting God’s Children Sessions 

               Protecting God's Children: 2019 - 2020 Schedule of Sessions 

Date Time                              Location                           Facilitator        Contact 
 

Sat. October 12, 2019 
10:00 

am 
Our Lady of Victory, Parish Hall, Sour Lake 

Amanda 

Schuster 
Pat: 409-287-3287 

Tue. October 22, 2019 6:45 pm Saint Charles Borromeo, Hillside Room, Nederland Ailene Luistro 
Tammy: 409-722-

3413 

Tue. October 29, 2019 6:00 pm 
Sacred Heart, St. Katharine Drexel Building, Port 

Arthur 
Sheryl Channel Sheryl: 409-985-5104 

Sun. November 10, 

2019 
6:00 pm Holy Trinity, Mont Belvieu Linda Cooper Linda: 281-813-2354 

 

              Remember to abide by all the deadlines for Safe Environment. Thank you! 

https://npbrecycling.com/
https://npbrecycling.com/
https://npbrecycling.com/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
mailto:pthomas@dioceseofbmt.org

