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Eucharist as Thanksgiving 
By Bryan Reising

Introduction    
November is a time to remember and to give thanks. At 
the beginning of this month we remember our loved 
ones who have died and we pray for God’s love and 

mercy for them to experience the joy of everlasting life 
with God and all God’s holy ones. We also remember 
the gifts that God has given us in the past year. For 
many farmers, this is harvest season as they give thanks 
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to God for the fruits (grain and livestock) of their labors. 
We all can follow these farmers’ lead to give thanks to 
God for the good gifts we have received throughout the 
year. 
 

Eucharist as Thanksgiving 
It is fitting that every time we participate at Mass in our 
parishes, we remember our blessings, especially the 
blessings of Christ’s Paschal Mystery (his death, 
resurrection, and mission), and we give thanks to God 
for these blessings. 
 

How many times have we heard from a young person or 
even an adult, “I don’t get anything out of Mass.” 
Actually, we come to Mass to give something. We give 
our thanks to God for the many blessings we receive. 
When we give our thanks to God, then we receive even 
more blessings as well: his Word, his real presence in 
the sacrament, and for us to be able to carry out his 
mission into the world.  
 

Even the very word Eucharist means “thanksgiving.” It 
comes from the Greek word eucharistia (εὐχᾰρῐστῐ́ᾱ) 
meaning thanks, gratitude, giving of thanks, 
thanksgiving, or gratefulness. 
   

During the Preparation of Gifts, a family, a couple, or 
some individuals bring up the gifts of bread and wine 
and the monetary gifts of the community. These people 
represent each of us as we offer our sacrifices: our 
sufferings and our blessings of each day. We offer our 
thanks for the everyday blessings like our health, the air 
we breathe, the water we drink and cleanse with, the 
food we eat, our clothing, our homes, our education 
and work, our family, the children we raise, our friends, 
and so on. This is the time of the liturgy that we can 
remember these blessings, give thanks to God, and 
unite all our sacrifices to Christ’s sacrifice. 
 

Thanksgiving in Sacred Scripture and Sacred 
Tradition 
Sacred Scriptures and our Catechism of the Catholic 
Church has plenty to say about the Eucharist as being 
thanksgiving. In Genesis, bread and wine are signs of 
gratitude as seen when the priest Melchizedek offered 
bread and wine to thank God for the fruits of the earth 
(Genesis 14;18-20). Look at the very words of Jesus: “He 
took the bread, and giving thanks, broke it,” and, “He 
took the chalice, and once more giving thanks, he gave 
it to his disciples” (see Lk 22:19, 17 and 1 Cor 11:24).  
 

The Catechism describes the Eucharist as a 
“consecratory thanksgiving” (CCC 1346). It also shares 
that the Eucharist “is an act of thanksgiving to God” 
(CCC 1329). 
 

Thanksgiving during the Mass 
Even within the Mass itself, many of the prayers remind 
us to give thanks: “Let us give thanks to Lord our God,” 
says the priest right after the Preparation of Gifts. We 
respond to that with “it is right and just.” The Preface 
continues: “It is truly right and just, our duty and our 
salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father.” The response to the preface is the 
Holy, Holy, Holy, a hymn of praise and thanks.  
 

The Eucharistic prayer is filled with prayers of praise 
and thanks. We already mentioned, found in Luke and 1 
Corinthians, the words of Jesus giving thanks. In 
Eucharistic Prayer II, we have: “Therefore, as we 
celebrate the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, 
we offer you, Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of 
salvation, giving thanks that you have held us worthy to 
be in your presence and minister to you. In Eucharistic 
Prayer III, we have: “Therefore, O Lord, we celebrate 
the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son, his 
wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and 
as we look forward to his second coming, we offer you 
in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice.” 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
On Thanksgiving Day, it is obvious that we offer our 
thanks to God for the many blessings God has given us. 
This can be incorporated in our meal blessing as we 
gather with family and friends for Thanksgiving Dinner. 
It is very fitting to go to Mass, to celebrate the Eucharist 
on Thanksgiving Day. 
 

This attitude of gratitude can help prepare us for the 
busyness of the Advent and Christmas seasons. We can 
take some time to give thanks for all that God has 
blessed us during these seasons. With that, this attitude 
of gratitude can extend itself throughout the year, and 
especially every weekend as we gather as a Eucharistic 
People, a community of thanksgiving. 
 

For more information, the Eucharistic Revival has a 
website with videos and resources: 
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ 
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COVID-19 
We are still monitoring all nine counties within our 
diocese. We will continue to inform you on any changes 
in protocol. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Our next PCL Gathering will be Thursday, November 17, 
2022. Bill Smith from Loyola Press will present, and his 
theme is “What do you want to be when you grow 
up?”   We heard this question often when we were 
young, and it got us dreaming of possibilities. As adults, 
we are often so busy with the issues of today that we 
neglect to dream.  As a catechetical leader, it is 
important to ask the questions: Where do I want to be 
in my ministry in 5 Years? Where do I want our parish 
catechetical formation to be in 5 years?  It is equally 
important to set up step-by-step, achievable goals along 
the way so we reach that goal, or discover God has an 
even better one in mind for us.  Follow Jesus’ lead and 
step away, find your deserted place where you can 
dream of what can be.  This workshop format will give 
you time to pause and reflect,  to develop a plan for you 
and your parish, and to set some concrete objectives to 
build a path to fulfill that plan and to build this path in 
manageable steps. Bring your Bible and your dreams. It 
will be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, Assembly 
Hall. It will be from 9:30 am to noon and lunch will 
follow. 
 
Please RSVP to Twyla Satterthwaite for this gathering: 
tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org 
 

PCL Gatherings for the 2022-2023 Catechetical Year 
November 17, 2022 
January 12, 2023 
February 9, 2023 
March 16, 2023 
April 20, 2023 
May 18, 2023 
 

Parish Visits 
Twyla (North, West, and South Vicariates) and Bryan 
(Central and East Vicariates) are available for parish 
visits. Bryan and Twyla are currently doing visits with 
catechetical leaders and can visit during your parish 
catechetical formation. Bryan can also visit with pastors 
as well. What will happen at these parish visits? The 
following are some possibilities:  
 

 Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  
 Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 

 Observation of your faith formation during the 
time of instruction  

 An in-service with your catechists 
 A presentation to parents  
 A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 

adults, youth, or children  
 RCIA training for your RCIA team  

 

Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or         
409-924-4323 and tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org 
or 318-840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 
 

Summit 2022 - Many Faces in God’s House 
Unity in Community – November 5, 2022 

This will be at the Julie Rogers Theatre for Performing 
Arts. The keynote will be Cardinal Wilton Gregory, 
Archbishop of Washington, DC, and the day will include 
a panel and breakout sessions. This will be for all 
Catholics. A suggested donation of $10 will cover lunch. 
For further information and register, go to the following 
website: 
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/many-faces/ 
 

OCIA (RCIA) Coordinators and Team Meeting 
This will be on Saturday morning, January 7, 2023 at 
Our Lady of Sorrows in China, Texas. It will be from 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. PCLs who work with initiation for 
children and youth can benefit from this meeting as 
well. 
 

“All In” Lay Ministry Retreat 
This will be on Saturday, January 7, 2023 from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm at the Holy Family Retreat Center. This is 
sponsored by the Office of Family, Marriage, and Youth. 
Contact Robert Barbry (rbarbry@dioceseofbmt.org) or 
Ailene Ward (award@dioceseofbmt.org) for more 
information and to register. Cost is $30 per lay minister 
and $15 for their spouse. 
 

OCIA (RCIA) Resources 
TeamRCIA has print resources as well as webinars. They 
also have a subscription service for members. Their 
latest article is relevant to us in the Diocese of 
Beaumont as we as Catholics seek ways to share the 
faith. Check them out at:   
https://rcia-resources.teamrcia.com/ 
The Federation for Diocesan Liturgical Commissions is 
offering free webinars regarding the new OCIA (not yet 
promulgated). Check out these webinars in English and 
Spanish: https://fdlc.org/ociawebinars/ 
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Volunteer Opportunities for  
Service Hours and Apprenticeship 

Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-
involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Gerard Parigi at 409-924-4435. 
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406. 
Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Contact Chris Robertson at 409-832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 

 
 

Cycle 1: January 9 - February 12, 2023 
(Registration: Opens October 26, 2022; 
Closes January 4, 2023) 

 Advanced Catholic Social Teaching (SJ) 
 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1  
 Bible Basics 
 Catechetical Methodology – AMS 

Military Only 
 Catholic Beliefs 
 Christology 
 Church History 1 
 Directory for Catechesis 2020 (5-week 

course) 
 Disabilities in Parish Life: An Overview 

(SN 1) 
 Disability across the Life Span: Prenatal 

Diagnosis - End of Life Care (SN) 
 Ecclesiology: Beginnings of the Church 
 Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 

(Sem) 
 Emotional Intelligence and Its Impact on 

Faith Formation (Sem) 
 Faith and Human Development 
 Foundations for Liturgy 
 Images of Jesus 
 Introduction to Catechesis 

 Introduction to Christian Morality 
 Introduction to Paul's Life and Letters 
 Introduction to Practical Morality 
 Introduction to Prayer 
 Introduction to Scripture 
 Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials 

for Life's Second Act (Sem) 
 Many Faces of Adult Learners (AFL 3) 
 Music in Liturgy 
 New Testament 
 Old Testament 
 Our Hearts Were Burning (Sem) 
 Prayer and Worship with Adolescents 

(YM) 
 RCIA: A Process of Conversion, 

Catechesis and Community – Bryan will 
facilitate this course 

 Sacraments 
 Study of The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii 

Gaudium) 
 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
 The Mass 
 Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 
 Who Is Mary of Nazareth and Why Do 

We Care 
 

 USCCB Resources and Formation 
 

  
 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis 
Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 
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Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/.  They are 
offering discounts for parishes in our diocese currently 
and even have catechist certifications in English and 
Spanish. Please mention that you are from the Diocese 
of Beaumont to get the discount. 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 

Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 

 

Great Resource for Sharing Your Faith! 
Discovering My Experience of God 

Now revised, this is a simple, yet deeply effective series 
of reflective and written exercises that leads readers to 
a greater awareness of God's daily presence. It is 
designed especially to help Catholics to know, affirm, 
and share their stories of faith. To order: 
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-265-
2/discovering-my-experience-of-god-revised-
edition.aspx 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in 
Theology or Catechesis? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-
catechesis/index.html 
 

Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): https://www.luc.edu/ips/ 
 

Xavier University of New Orleans – Institute for Black 
Catholic Studies: https://www.xula.edu/ibcs 
 

Mexican American Catholic College (MACC): 
https://maccsa.org/ 
 

National Community of Catechetical Leaders 
(NCCL) 

Professional Organization for PCLs, Evangelization 
Directors, and Diocesan Leadership 

After a year of transition, with a commitment to 
continuing the good work begun almost 100 years ago, 
we are pleased to announce the renewal of NCCL - 
the National Community of Catechetical Leaders. 
 

For decades, catechists have joined together in prayer 
to support one another in proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus in the U.S. Now more than ever, the Spirit calls us 
together as a community of catechetical leaders to 
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creatively address the new challenges and opportunities 
facing the ministries of evangelization and catechesis in 
today's world.  
  

The mission of the National Community of Catechetical 
Leaders is to promote the ministries of evangelization 
and catechesis in the U.S. Catholic Church by fostering a 
community of leaders who proclaim and teach the 
Word of Jesus Christ through the witness of 
accompaniment, education, and formation in the 
Catholic faith. 
  

As a member of NCCL, you will have access to services, 
resources, and events to support you in your 
catechetical ministry through our new NCCL Catholic 
website (www.ncclcatholic.org). 
 

 A weekly menu of feature Articles, catechetical 
innovations, and trends and research reports 

 A monthly free Webinar on catechetical ministry 
today 

 A Vision section focusing on the Directory for 
Catechesis with video presentations, articles, and 
tools to bring the Directory alive in your setting 

 Reports on effective Practices in faith formation 
with all ages 

 Reports of Research and Trends and their impact 
on evangelization and catechesis 

 A Library with videos from past 
conferences, Catechetical Leader magazine, and 
more 

 An Events page to keep you updated on 
conferences, workshops, and gatherings 

  

We invite you to become part of this mission by 
becoming a member of this community that shares 
the same joys and challenges you face. Because we 
want everyone to get the support they need, there 
are no membership fees! If you have not joined 
yet, click here to join NCCL.   
 

Out and About 
by Twyla Satterthwaite 

  
October is a full month for 
those of us in faith 
formation. I feel it’s all most 
like a going to a huge 
pumpkin patch. Which one 

will I choose?  We Catholics have so much to celebrate 
in October. 
 

October 1st  
We start the month with the Feast Day of St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux or St. Therese of the Child Jesus and on October 
15 we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Teresa of Jesus  
(Avila). I was born between these two saints days. 
When I was baptized, I was named Theresa Marie, since 
my given name Twyla was not a saint’s name. I have 
always enjoyed having two patron saints. My mother 
said that I needed two!  
 

October 2nd is the Feast Day of Guardian Angels. Also 
another heavenly being that I overworked! October 2nd 
this year was also Respect Life Day and Life Chain Prayer 
Sunday. St. Joseph, Dayton participated in the Life Chain 
prayer. 

 

October 4th is the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi and 
we bless the pets. 

Woodville had an outdoor picnic with their pets and a 
blessing of the pets. They also had our shepherd, Bishop 
Toups, there to extend the blessing to all the pets and 
people. We expect their pets and the students will be 
well behaved for a long time. 
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October 7th is the Feast Day of Our Lady of the Rosary. I 
know many of you have had special events relating to 
the Rosary during the month. 

St. Elizabeth in Port Neches had a candle lit outdoor 
rosary in the evening for all their students and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary in Cleveland had all the First Communion 
Students and Families say a Rosary together. That is a 
lot of prayers as they have 145 First Communion 
students! 

Our Lady of La Salette in Kirbyville had a living rosary 
with all the students. The teachers also met at another 
time and said the rosary together before their meeting. 

Little Flower in Port Arthur had a rosary with the whole 
student body. Father Rejimon George explained the 
rosary 
and 
prayed it 
with 
them. 

              

 

 

 

 

October 13th is the date of the Miracle at Fatima. 
Immaculate Conception/St Peter at Groves showed a 
video of the story of Fatima (thanks to the Formed 
program) to all the student body. They then did age 
appropriate activities in the large room. They are doing 
more activities as a group to model different types of 
learning. 

St. Elizabeth in Port Neches is having a PUMPKIN 
PALOOZA on Oct. 30th.  There will be pumpkin pictures, 
a pumpkin walk and a chance to trick out your own 
pumpkin and creepy creatures. 

October 31st is the vigil of All Saints day or as we call it 
today “ALL HALLOWS EVE”, Halloween.  

 The parishioners at Our Lady of La Salette are planning 
a trunk or treat night. As are the parishioners of St. 
Joseph Dayton. (The picture below is from last year) 
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High school students at St. Joseph Dayton are helping in 
a Cemetery clean up in preparation for all Souls Day. 

 

Our Lady of La Salette will have an ancestor altar for All 
Souls day. Fr Ron Foshage will bless it as a celebration of 
that day. 

I am sure there is much more happening than I have 
highlighted. In one way or another, all of our parishes 
celebrate these special days in October. Celebrations 
that connect with our liturgical year helps to move our 
faith from just an intellectual understanding into our 
lived experience. When these celebrations are linked to 
works of mercy, they then move our beliefs into action. 
Celebrations that are shared from different cultures 
serve to unit and enrichen us. These times are very 
Catholic and we should celebrate them with joy. 

 This time of the year that remembers harvest, 
abundance and those who lived before us brings a 
sense of the eternal to our lives. The year is getting 
ready to turn. “Come Lord Jesus, Come.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Environment  

In the near future, we will be moving our background 
check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 
Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 
training sessions remain suspended, and the current 
levels of training are detailed below. 
 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  
 

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 
2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 
3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

 
For people who need to complete the initial training or 
the initial recertification, direct them to 
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   
and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 
either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 
“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 
Recertification” only applies to the initial online 
recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 
Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 
complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 
email address used to create their Virtus Account once 
KPA recertification is necessary.  
 

Please note: the procedure described above only 
applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 
account. If you need the initial recertification and you 
already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 
be sent directly to your email.  
 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 
jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.
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