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This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 

Part Two - The Process of Catechesis Chapter Nine – 
The Christian Community as Participant in Catechesis - 
In the first section, The Church and the Ministry of 
God’s Word, it mentions “The ministry of the Word, 
therefore is born from listening and educates believers 
in the art of listening, because only those who listen can 
also proclaim. ‘All evangelization is based on that Word, 

listened to, meditated upon, lived, celebrated and 
witnessed to. The sacred Scriptures are the very source 
of evangelization.’”  
 

In addition, in this section, it shares that the word of 
God is dynamic as it grows in unexpected ways, like a 
seed that is planted. It mentions that the Church is 
responsible in proclaiming the Word of God, 
transmitting it, and interpreting it so that others will 
believe and be united to God and the community of 
faith. It also turns its attention to the importance of the 
Word of God and its relationship to the sacraments. In 
regards to the sacrament of the Eucharist, “Word and 
Eucharist are so deeply bound together that we cannot 
understand one without the other: the word of God
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sacramentally takes flesh in the event of the Eucharist.”  
 

In this section it continues to focus on the agent of 
evangelization as the entire people if God, all of the 
baptized. It also mentions a concrete form of 
evangelization through the synodal process. This is 
especially timely, as we go through this Synod on 
Synodality. “The synodal assembly proposes important 
goals for evangelization: it brings about the joint 
discernment of what paths should be taken; leads to 
acting in synergy with everyone’s gifts; and protects 
against the isolation of opposing sides or of individuals.” 
 

In the second section, The Eastern Churches, it shows 
that the various Eastern churches are indeed a part of 
the Catholic Church and are held in high esteem. 
Regarding catechesis, it shows that the starting point 
for catechesis is the liturgical tradition they celebrate. 
To experience the various Eastern Catholic churches, 
there are opportunities for you in the Houston area. In 
Houston, you can attend one of the following Eastern 
traditions and of course, receive the Eucharist in these 
liturgical traditions since we are one with them. They 
include St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church 
(Ruthenian liturgy and Melkite liturgy – St. Barbara 
Mission), Protection of the Mother of God Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (Ukrainian Byzantine liturgy), Our Lady 
of the Cedars Maronite Catholic Church (Maronite 
liturgy), St. Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Forane Church 
(Malayalam liturgy) of Missouri City, Texas and St. 
Peter’s Syro-Malankara Catholic Church of Stafford, 
Texas. 
 

In the third section, The Particular Churches, this refers 
to the diocese or archdiocese, and in our case, the 
Diocese of Beaumont. This section covers the 
importance of the bishop, diocesan leaders, and others 
in the work of evangelization and catechesis to ensure 
that parishes have what they need to accomplish the 
mission of the Church. As mentioned in the last 
newsletter and this newsletter, our diocese is 
sponsoring a special day of formation for those involved 
with evangelization and catechesis. This is just one of 
the many things we do to support PCLs, catechists, 
evangelization teams, and RCIA coordinators and their 
teams. 
 

In the fourth section, Parishes, it mentions that parishes 
have a direct connection to particular churches 
(dioceses). Parishes are a Eucharistic community called 
to serve the poor and to proclaim the Gospel in their 

particular area. Parishes and their leadership are called 
to be in contact with the home, the families, and the 
people they are entrusted with, even those who are not 
engaged with the faith. The parish is a community of 
communities, a family of families. In addition, the parish 
encourages small Christian communities to be formed 
so that members can pray together, learn and grow in 
the faith, build one another up in Christ, and care for 
each other and even those who are in need beyond the 
community. Just as parishes are connected to the 
diocese, these small Christian communities are 
connected to the parish. 
 

Regarding catechetical formation, parishes are called to 
renew the presentation of catechesis in the following 
aspects: community of missionary disciples, missionary 
mentality, and formative offerings inspired by the 
catechumenate. It is worth exploring this section to 
learn more about these to evaluate and renew what 
your parish does currently and can do further to be 
more effective. 
 

In the fifth section, Associations, Movements, and 
Groups of the Faithful, there are certain entities that 
are connected to our universal Church, and even the 
particular (diocesan) church and parish church as well. 
Their goals and methodologies may differ, but they do 
have some common elements: the rediscovery of the 
community dimension; the reinforcement of aspects of 
Christian life like listening to the Word of God, the 
practice of piety, and specific acts of charity; and the 
promotion of the laity in the mission of Church and 
society. These association, movements, and groups of 
faith are to avoid “the dangers of exclusivity and an 
excessive sense of identification,” and they need to 
make sure that they are involved and are connected to 
their particular churches and their parishes. Regarding 
evangelization and catechesis, a symbiotic relationship 
between these groups and the diocese and parish is 
important where they are inspired with each other and 
learn together. 
 

In the sixth section, Catholic Schools, a “proper function 
is to create for the school community a special 
atmosphere animated by the Gospel spirit…and finally 
to order the whole of human culture to the news of 
salvation so that the knowledge the students gradually 
acquire of the world, life, and man is illumined by faith.” 
True to the school’s identity, “particular importance 
belongs to the teaching of the Catholic religion and 
catechesis.” 
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In the seventh section, The Teaching of the Catholic 
Religion in Schools, it makes the distinction between 
teaching religion and catechesis. They are both 
complimentary and are needed in school settings. 
Catechesis “promotes personal adherence to Christ and 
a maturing of the Christian life. School teaching gives 
students the knowledge about Christianity’s identity 
and the Christian life.”  
 

We will continue our journey into this directory in the 
months to come. In December, we will discover a more 
seasonal article on Advent and Christmas. In January we 
will continue this series by looking at chapter ten, 
“Catechesis in the Face of Contemporary Cultural 
Scenarios,” sections one and two. 
 

To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

COVID-19 
We are still monitoring all nine counties within our 
diocese. Weekly, we send each parish and each PCL the 
stats of each county and what color code they are at 
currently. We will keep you up-to-date soon on changes 
in protocol. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for our next PCL Gathering, on Thursday, 

November 11, 2021, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm (noon). 

This will be a virtual gathering since Saint Mary’s Press 

is sponsoring and can only be available virtually. 

Maureen Provencher from Saint Mary’s Press will 

present and her theme will be Evangelizing Catechesis 

for Today. This interactive presentation will be based on 

the necessary foundation of our relationship with God 

and each other and the elements of what makes a 

difference, given the latest research and the model for 

ministry given us by Jesus in the Gospels. 

The January PCL Gathering will be Thursday, January 13, 
2022. Our Sunday Visitor (OSV) Curriculum Division will 
be the sponsor. This gathering will start with lunch at 
12:00 pm and last until 3 pm. Our speaker will be José 
Hernandez-Aguirre of Our Sunday Visitor.  
 
 
 
 

CALLED, FORMED, & SENT DAY 2021 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 

“Say the Word and My Soul Will Be Healed” 
Engaging Families with Faith: 

Why It Is More Important Than Ever and How to Do 

It Well! 

Keynote by Dr. Kathie Amidei 
Sponsored by Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 
Dr. Kathie Amidei 

Pastoral Associate at St. Anthony on the Lake 
Pewaukee, Wisconsin 

 

  
Keynote and Sessions in Spanish by 

Luis Espinosa 
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis 

Diocese of Brownsville 
 

Called, Formed, & Sent Day will be at St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish in Beaumont. Registration will begin at 9:00 am. 
The day will conclude at 3:45 pm. 
 

This will be for catechists, PCLs, RCIA coordinators and 
teams, youth ministry teams, and others involved with 
evangelization and catechesis. There will be a track in 
Spanish and learning sessions in English. You are 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
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welcome to join parishioners at St. Jude Thaddeus for 
their 5:00 pm Mass. Bishop David Toups will preside. 
 
PCLs: Please register the people within your parish 
(catechists, RCIA team, youth minister team & others) 
by email to the Chancery Support Team at 
cst@dioceseofbmt.org. Registration deadline is Friday, 
October 29, 2021. 

 

Back to Better: 
Hail Christ the King 

Viva, Cristo Rey,  
Sống mãi với Chúa Kitô vua 

Mabumay! Kristong Hari 
A great Diocesan event is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 20, 2021, at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Anthony.  This will be a gathering of Catholics in the 
Diocese of Beaumont – families and individuals, old and 
young, all cultures! The event begins at 10:00 am with a 
procession in downtown Beaumont ending at the 
grounds of St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica and concludes 
with the 4:00 pm Mass. It will include family activities, 
speakers, music, an adoration tent, and opportunities 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and much more. 
More information will be forthcoming. 
 

Synod on Synodality 
This is a special worldwide synod that will begin in each 
diocese throughout the world. A synod is a listening 
process of the Church that calls for widespread input 
from Catholics. The Opening Mass within our Diocese of 
Beaumont will be at the 12:00 pm (noon) Mass at St. 
Anthony Cathedral Basilica on Sunday, October 17, 
2021. Bishop David Toups will preside at this Mass. On 
Thursday evening, 6:30 pm, December 2, 2021, there 
will be a special Listening Session at St. Anthony 
Cathedral Basilica with Bishop Toups. In addition, 
special questions, which can help facilitate this Listening 
Session, can be found at this website: 
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bolletti
no/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html 
(and the questions can be found in numbers 26 and 30). 
In addition, you may share your answers, reflections, 
observations, and concerns to the following email: 
lookingforward@dioceseofbmt.org. Share this with your 
parishioners! Thank you! 
 

Parish Visits 
Parish visits will resume with all precautionary 
protocols. Twyla (North, West, South Vicariates) and 
Bryan (Central and East Vicariates) are available for 
parish visits. Bryan and Twyla can do visits with 

catechetical leaders and during your parish catechetical 
formation. Bryan can also visit with pastors as well. 
What will happen during these visits? The following are 
some possibilities:  
 

• Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  

• Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 

• Observation of your faith formation during the 
time of instruction  

• An in-service with your catechists 

• A presentation to parents  

• A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children  

• RCIA training for your RCIA team  
 
Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-
924-4323 and tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org or 318-
840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for  
Service Hours and Apprenticeship 

Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Chris Robertson: 409-924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406 

Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Phone: (409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
Cycle 1: January 17 - February 19, 2022 (Registration: 

Opens October 13, 2021; Closes January 12, 2022) 

• Advanced Catholic Social Teaching (SJ) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) (Sem) 

• Bible Basics 

• Catechetical Methodology – AMS Military Only 

• Catholic Beliefs 

• Catholic Teaching on Chastity, Family Life, and 

Human Sexuality Education (Sem) 

• Christology 

• Church History 1 

• Directory for Catechesis 2020 (5-week course) 

• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview (Sem) 

• Ecclesiology: Beginnings of the Church 

• Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing (Sem) 

mailto:cst@dioceseofbmt.org
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html
mailto:lookingforward@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=52
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=138
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=68
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=302
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=80
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=217
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• Emotional Intelligence and Its Impact on Faith 

Formation (Sem) 

• Faith and Human Development 

• Foundations for Liturgy 

• Images of Jesus 

• Introduction to Catechesis 

• Introduction to Christian Morality 

• Introduction to Paul's Life and Letters 

• Introduction to Practical Morality 

• Introduction to Prayer 

• Introduction to Scripture 

• Leadership Roles and Skills for Adult Learning 

and Faith Formation (AFL 5) 

• Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for Life's 

Second Act (Sem) 

• Music in Liturgy 

• New Testament 

• Old Testament 

• On the Call to Holiness (Gaudete Et Exsultate) 

• Our Hearts Were Burning (Sem) 

• Principles for Addressing Diversity Issues in 

Youth Ministry (YM) 

• RCIA: A Process of Conversion, Catechesis and 

Community 

• Sacraments 

• Study of The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii 

Gaudium) 

• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

• The Mass 

• Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 

USCCB Resources and Formation 

 
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis 
Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 

 
 
 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=268
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=194
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=39
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=134
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=112
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=112
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=235
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=135
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=135
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=165
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=165
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=169
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=169
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=201
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
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ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in 
Theology or Catechesis? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-
catechesis/index.html 
 

Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): 
https://www.luc.edu/ips/ 
 

Xavier University of New Orleans – Institute for Black 
Catholic Studies: https://www.xula.edu/ibcs 
 

Mexican American Catholic College (MACC): 
https://maccsa.org/ 
 

In Word and Witness 
Professional Organization for PCLs, Evangelization 

Directors,  
and Diocesan Leadership 

Become a member of In Word and Witness, a national 
organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, those 
involved in evangelization and RCIA, and others! They 
have a free membership and a paid membership. The 
paid membership is only $75 a year and has extra 
benefits. For information on those benefits and how to 
register as a free or paid member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 

 

Safe Environment  
In the near future, we will be moving our background 

check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 

Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 

training sessions remain suspended, and the current 

levels of training are detailed below. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 

2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 

3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training or 

the initial recertification, direct them to 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   

and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 

either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 

“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 

Recertification” only applies to the initial online 

recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 

Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 

complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 

email address used to create their Virtus Account once 

KPA recertification is necessary.  

 

Please note: the procedure described above only 

applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 

account. If you need the initial recertification and you 

already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 

be sent directly to your email.  

 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 

jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.  

 

https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://www.luc.edu/ips/
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs
https://maccsa.org/
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org

