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This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis.  We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
 

Part Two - The Process of Catechesis Chapter Eight – 
Catechesis in the Lives of Persons In the first section, 
Catechesis and the Family, it mentions “the family is a 
community of love and of life, made up of ‘a complex of 
interpersonal relationships… - married life, fatherhood 
and motherhood, filiation and fraternity – through 
which each human person is introduced into the human 
family and into the family of God.’”  
 

The areas of Family Catechesis first includes Catechesis 
in the Family. Formation in the family includes Christian 
initiation awakening the sense of God, prayer, forming 
the moral conscience (right from wrong), and the 
Christian sense of love.  
 

Another area is Catechesis with the Family. Here it 
explains how the community (the parish) needs the 
family and the family needs the community. The Initial 
and main message the community proclaims is the 
kerygma: “In and among families, the Gospel message 
should always resound; the core of that message, the 
kerygma, is what is most beautiful, most excellent, most 
appealing and at the same time most necessary.”  
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A third area is the Catechesis of the Family. This is 
where the family itself is involved with the mission of 
the Church. This happens with parents with their own 
children, handing on the faith in a variety of ways: 
prayer, worship, example, attitudes, words, family faith 
traditions, serving the needs of the poor as a family, and 
so on. It also happens when the entire family builds up 
the Christian community with a ministry they do 
together and with an act of charity and effort of justice 
in society, which can lead to evangelizing opportunities 
in society. 
 

The directory lists some pastoral guidelines in relation 
to the family. These include catechesis of young people 
and adults who are preparing for marriage, the 
catechesis of young married couples, the catechesis of 
parents who are asking to have their children baptized, 
the catechesis of parents whose children are making the 
journey of Christian initiation, intergenerational 
catechesis, and catechesis in groups of spouses and in 
groups of families. 
 

This section also includes new family scenarios. The 
Church recognizes there are various complex situations 
when it comes to family life. The Church accompanies 
all family situations, meeting them where they are at, 
yet moving them towards God’s ways of love for their 
lives. In particular, the Church is called to accompany 
single parent families and support them in their time of 
need. 
 

In the second section, Catechesis with Children and 
Teenagers, it realizes that during this time, children and 
youth ask meaningful questions regarding God, the 
meaning of life, the reason for good and evil, creation, 
and they are “capable of rejoicing before the mystery of 
God, of life, and love.” 
 

In this section, it indicates that early childhood is “a 
definitive time for the discovery of religious reality, 
during which children learn from their parents and from 
the environment of life.” Middle childhood (ages 6-10) 
is “the period in which Christian initiation begun with 
baptism is completed in the parish.” Of course, part of 
this initiation is preparing for the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. They also mention children in primary school 
and teenagers and how their ages need this opportunity 
to grow in their faith relationship with God and with 
each other. 
 

In Section 3, Catechesis in the Realm of Young People, 
it expands the understanding of catechizing from pre-

teen age to young adults. It recognizes that the pre-
adolescent stage of life is a time of transition: from the 
safety of childhood to something new and unexplored. 
This newness also influences how they view the image 
of God and the faith. For catechesis with adolescents, 
ages 14 to 21, this continues this path of transition and 
self-discovery. This is also a time that they look to adult 
figures - like parents, priests, and catechists – who are 
consistent with the faith so that these adolescents too 
can live that faith authentically.  
 

It also features catechesis with young people, meaning 
young adults. The directory presents various situations 
for this age group including those who study for their 
careers, those who are in hopeless situations, those 
who drop out of the faith, and so on. Two major 
elements of this age group are needed: a kerygma 
experience in which they can encounter and deepen 
their relationship with God and a greater experience of 
community life in the faith. 
 

In Section 4, Catechesis with Adults, we have a variety 
of ways and approaches depending upon the adults. 
They address unbaptized adults, adults returning to the 
Catholic faith, adults coming from other Christian 
confessions, and baptized adult Catholics who are at 
various places spiritually. All of these are in need of 
evangelization and catechesis to initiate their faith or 
renew their faith with catechetical formation 
throughout their lives. 
 

In Section 5, Catechesis with the Elderly, catechetical 
formation continues as they reach maturity in their lives 
and in their faith through their life experiences and 
their relationships through the years. They are 
considered wisdom figures in their communities so that 
they too have a role in the mission of the Church. 
 

In section 6, Catechesis with Persons with Disabilities, 
special care is given to them so that they can grasp the 
various aspects of the faith in tangible ways. We also 
recognize the presence of God within them and their 
ability to share the faith as well. 
 

In Section 7, Catechesis with Migrants, there is a 
recognition that the Church welcomes them to their 
new land and brings them aid in their time of need. 
With this, they welcome them into our parishes so that 
they can be fed through God’s Word, through 
catechetical formation, and through the Sacraments at 
this crucial time in their lives. 
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In Section 8, Catechesis with Emigrants, there is a deep 
connection with the catechetical formation they 
received from their country of origin and the country 
they immigrate to so that there is a consistent journey 
of faith, yet open to new possibilities in their new 
cultural milieu. 
 

In Section 9, Catechesis with Marginal Persons, this 
includes those people who are in the margins of society, 
especially the poor. It also covers those persons who 
are in prisons.  
 

This is such an important chapter that it is worth 
reading through in the original document so that we 
can know all those we can serve with evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes. 
 

We will continue our journey into this directory in the 
months to come. In November, we will focus on Part 
Three, Catechesis in the Particular Churches, starting 
with chapter nine, “The Christian Community as 
Participant in Catechesis.” 
 

To purchase this important directory, a must for all 
PCLs, the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-
669.htm 
 

COVID-19 
The plan is to open up all catechetical formation to 
onsite at the parish, but still with safe protocols to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. We are still 
monitoring all nine counties within our diocese. 
Currently, masks are to be worn by all students, 
catechists, PCLs, and other adults helping with the 
parish’s catechetical formation.  It may be prudent to 
have a backup plan such as family based catechesis and 
online catechesis, which many parishes did last year. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Join us for our next PCL Gathering, on Thursday, 

October 14, 2021, from 1:00 pm to 3 pm. We will switch 

to a virtual gathering since the active cases of COVID are 

still high here in Jefferson County and some of the other 

counties in our diocese. We are seeing a drop in active 

cases in some of the counties, and we are hoping this 

trend spreads to the counties with high active cases. We 

will showcase some of you as we share best practices 

that are happening in our parishes. Please contact 

Bryan if you would like to share some great practices in 

your parish! 

The November PCL Gathering will be Thursday, 
November 11, 2021. Saint Mary’s Press will be the 
sponsor. This will be a virtual gathering from 9 am to 
12:00 pm Noon. 
 

CALLED, FORMED, & SENT DAY 2021 
Saturday, November 6, 2021 

“Say the Word and My Soul Will Be Healed” 
Engaging Families with Faith: 

Why It Is More Important Than Ever and 

How to Do It Well! 

Keynote by Dr. Kathie Amidei 
Sponsored by Our Sunday Visitor 

 

 
 

Dr. Kathie Amidei 
Pastoral Associate at St. Anthony on the Lake 

Pewaukee, Wisconsin 
 

 
Keynote and Sessions in Spanish by 

Luis Espinosa 
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis 

Diocese of Brownsville 
Called, Formed, & Sent Day will be at St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish in Beaumont. Registration will begin at 9:00 am. 
The day will conclude at 3:45 pm. 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
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This will be for catechists, PCLs, RCIA coordinators and 
teams, youth ministry teams, and others involved with 
evangelization and catechesis. There will be a track in 
Spanish and learning sessions in English. You are 
welcome to join parishioners at St. Jude Thaddeus for 
their 5:00 pm Mass. Bishop David Toups will preside. 
 
PCLs: Please register the people within your parish 
(catechists, RCIA team, youth minister team & others) 
and send those on to Bryan Reising: 
breising@dioceseofbmt.org. Registration deadline – 
Friday, October 29, 2021. 

 

Back to Better: 
Hail Christ the King 

Viva, Cristo Rey,  
Sống mãi với Chúa Kitô vua 

Mabumay! Kristong Hari 
A great Diocesan event is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 20, 2021, at the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Anthony.  This will be a gathering of Catholics in the 
Diocese of Beaumont – families and individuals, old and 
young, all cultures! The event begins at 11:00 am with a 
procession in downtown Beaumont ending at the 
grounds of St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica and concludes 
with the 4:00 pm Mass at the Cathedral Basilica. It will 
include family activities, speakers, music, an adoration 
tent, and opportunities for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and much more. More information will 
be forthcoming. 
 

Synod on Synodality 
This is a special worldwide synod that will begin in each 
diocese throughout the world. A synod is a listening 
process of the Church that calls for widespread input 
from Catholics. The Opening Mass within our Diocese of 
Beaumont will be at the 12:00 pm (noon) Mass at St. 
Anthony Cathedral Basilica on Sunday, October 17, 
2021. Bishop David Toups will preside at this Mass. On 
Thursday evening, 6:30 pm, December 2, 2021, there 
will be a special Listening Session at St. Anthony 
Cathedral Basilica with Bishop Toups. In addition, 
special questions, which can help facilitate this Listening 
Session, can be found at this website: 
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bolletti
no/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html 
(and the questions can be found in numbers 26 and 30). 
In addition, you may share your answers, reflections, 
observations, and concerns to the following email: 
synod@dioceseofbmt.org. Share this with your 
parishioners! Thank you! 

 

Parish Visits 
These visits will resume with all precautionary 
protocols. Twyla (North, West, South Vicariates) and 
Bryan (Central and East Vicariates) are available for 
parish visits. Bryan and Twyla can do visits with 
catechetical leaders and during your parish catechetical 
formation. Bryan can also visit with pastors as well. 
What will happen during these visits? The following are 
some possibilities:  
 

• Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  

• Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 

• Observation of your faith formation during the 
time of instruction  

• An in-service with your catechists 

• A presentation to parents  

• A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children  

• RCIA training for your RCIA team  
 
Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-
924-4323 and tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org or 318-
840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for  
Service Hours and Apprenticeship 

Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Chris Robertson: 409-924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406 

Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Phone: (409)832-7976.  
 

University of Dayton (VLCFF) 
Cycle 7: October 10 - November 13, 2021 Registration: 
Opens August 25; Closes October 6 The University of 
Dayton has certificate programs in Catechesis, Youth 
Ministry, Leadership in Ministry, Adult Faith 
Formation, Special Needs, and Social Justice. 
 

• A Vision of Catholic Youth Ministry 
• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) 
• Bible Basics 
• Catechetical Methodology - AMS Military Only 
• Catholic Beliefs 

mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/09/07/210907a.html
mailto:synod@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=303
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
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• Catholic Identity and Culture 
• Church History 2 
• Conscience 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020 
• Evangelization and Discipleship 
• Facilitating Adult Learning and Faith Formation 

(AFL 4) 
• Faith and Human Development 
• Faith Formation for Adults with Special Needs 

(SN 5) 
• Giving with God: Reflections on Wealth 
• Images of Jesus 
• Introduction to Catechesis 
• Introduction to Practical Morality 
• Introduction to Prayer 
• Introduction to Scripture 
• Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for 

Life’s Second Act 
• Marianist Studies: Prayer 
• Mary in Scripture and Tradition 
• Mercy 
• New Testament 
• Old Testament 
• On the Call to Holiness (Gaudete Et Exsultate) 
• Our Hearts Were Burning 
• Praying With Children 
• Sacraments 
• Summary of Catholic Social Teaching 
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
• Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 
• The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic Health 

Through the Lifespan 
• Theological Reflection: Key to Connecting Faith 

and Life 
• Veteran and Military Family Outreach 
• Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 

Catechists 

USCCB Resources and Formation 

 
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis 
Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 
 

Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/ 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 

 
 
 

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=70
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=136
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=302
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=13
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=107
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=107
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=268
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=245
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=62
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=18
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=32
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=121
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=239
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic


6 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree in Theology or Catechesis? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 
Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-
catechesis/index.html 
 
Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): 
https://www.luc.edu/ips/ 
 
Xavier University of New Orleans – Institute for Black 
Catholic Studies: https://www.xula.edu/ibcs 

 
In Word and Witness 

Professional Organization for PCLs, 
Evangelization Directors,  
and Diocesan Leadership 

Become a member of In Word and Witness, a national 
organization for PCLs, diocesan leadership, those 
involved in evangelization and RCIA, and others! They 
have a free membership and a paid membership. The 
paid membership is only $75 a year and has extra 
benefits. For information on those benefits and how to 
register as a free or paid member, go to 
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/ 

Safe Environment  

In the near future, we will be moving our background 

check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 

Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 

training sessions remain suspended, and the current 

levels of training are detailed below. 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 

2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 

3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

For people who need to complete the initial training or 

the initial recertification, direct them to 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   

and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 

either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 

“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 

Recertification” only applies to the initial online 

recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 

Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 

complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 

email address used to create their Virtus Account once 

KPA recertification is necessary.  

Please note: the procedure described above only 

applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 

account. If you need the initial recertification and you 

already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 

be sent directly to your email.  

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 

jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309.  

 

https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://www.luc.edu/ips/
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org

