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Introduction    
The words, “This is my body given for you,” invite us to 
reflect and prayerfully enter the sacrament of the 
Eucharist in our lives.  As Catholics, we recognize in 
these words the generous gift God, the Father, offers us 
in His Son, Jesus.  Likewise, with grateful hearts, we can 
affirm in the Spirit the immensity of Jesus’ sacrificial and 
life-giving love for us. “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in 
me will never thirst…For this is the will of my Father, 
that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him 
may have eternal life, and I shall raise him [on] the last 
day” (John 6:35, 40).    

 
Today, we are among those who come to the Lord, 
believe in Him, and see His loving presence in the Spirit 
of truth and life in our communities (John 14:16-17).  
Furthermore, it is in the Spirit that we discern the paths 
to follow as we seek to emulate the sacrificial and life-
giving presence of Christ. As John the Evangelist 
reminds us, Christ’s loving presence in the Spirit is never 
far from us, guiding our steps in mutual encounter, 
accompaniment, and mission (John 16:13-14).  
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Towards More Life-Giving Encounters with One 
Another   
I suspect that we each have our favorite quote, gesture, 
or image of Pope Francis. It is remarkable to see how his 
reflections have touched our Catholic hearts, and the 
lives of many others who hold different creeds and 
ethical convictions. Considering our reflection on life  
giving encounters, Pope Francis’ appreciation for a 
culture of encounter that enlarges our lives gives 
spiritual meaning and depth to what it means to be with 
and for others. In his encyclical, Lumen Fidei, Pope 
Francis says, “Persons always live in relationship. We 
come from others, we belong to others, and our lives 
are enlarged by our encounter with others. Even our 
own knowledge and self-awareness are relational; they 
are linked to others who have gone before us: in the 
first place, our parents, who gave us our life and our 
name” (Lumen Fidei, 38).    
 
Indeed, there is in our world a real thirst and hunger for 
mutual encounters that can lead us to greater life and 
bring us closer to the Kingdom of God. It is not difficult 
for us to recognize a world and society saturated with 
divisive cultural narratives intent on corroding the fabric 
of community and mutual communion. In some cases, 
our brothers, sisters, friends, and neighbors have 
become the stranger, relegated to the peripheries of 
our care and concern. Consequently, we find ourselves 
living in a society and culture that in many and different 
ways discourages us from reaching across the aisle.  It is 
in this divisive and fragmented reality that our culture 
of encounter can have a transformative effect, bringing 
us closer to one another.    
 

The realization that “we come from others and belong 
to others” provides an alternative vision and starting 
place to our civic and ecclesial discourses and 
interactions burdened by individualistic views, 
positions, and rigid claims lacking respect and civility.  
More to the point, for the followers of Christ, contempt 
for the world is not an option. Our Eucharistic identity 
tells us that we belong together, and our “knowledge 
and self-awareness” are indeed relational. The presence 
of Christ that is ours in our daily communion with the 
Spirit of truth and life must also compel us to go out of 
ourselves in search of our brothers and sisters whose 
language, race, culture, religion, and worldview differ 
from our own. We know from Jesus’ teachings and 
encounters with others how essential this labor of love 
in communion is for the building of the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus’ encounter with the Syrophoenician women, for 

example, shows us how mutual enrichment can take 
place when we make room for others, by letting go of 
our cultural prejudices and stereotypes (Mark 7:24-30).   
 
Moreover, in the Beatitudes, Jesus provides 
transformative paths that open wide our hearts to 
deeper and meaningful encounters with one another’s 
stories (Matthew 5:1-12). From Jesus, we learn that our 
common embrace must be imbued with poverty of 
spirit, gentleness, sacrifice, purity of heart, justice, and 
peace. It can be uncomfortable to open our hearts to 
experience new peoples, cultures, attitudes, and 
behaviors that come our way.  However, in faith, we can 
recognize that encountering others requires us to be 
intentional and sacrificial. Like Jesus, we must live our 
Eucharistic identity more fully by giving ourselves away 
in charity and justice. In addition, while we may not 
always agree on every issue or fully grasp our shared 
differences, we must hold on to our belief that 
encountering one another as brothers and sisters— not 
as enemies—can provide us with life-giving grace for 
the journey.      
 

Learning to Walk Together in Mutual 
Accompaniment and Mission   
One of the most enduring images of the Church from 
the Second Vatican Council is the pastoral image and 
understanding of the people of God as a “pilgrim 
Church.” In its Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 
Lumen Gentium, the Council reminds us of our pilgrim 
identity and eschatological vocation. Truly, our walk 
together is never far from Christ’s presence in his holy 
ones, moving us to holiness. “When we look at the lives 
of those who have faithfully followed Christ, we are 
inspired with a new reason for seeking the City that is to 
come and at the same time we are shown a most safe 
path by which among the vicissitudes of this world, in 
keeping with the state in life and condition proper to 
each of us, we will be able to arrive at perfect union 
with Christ, that is, perfect holiness” (Lumen Gentium, 
50).     
 
As members of the pilgrim Church, then, we seek to 
keep our eyes fixed on the things from above 
(Colossians 3:1-4) by learning to walk closely with Christ 
and the holy ones, who inspire us to keep on walking, 
and assist us as we, too, give witness to the truth of the 
Gospel. For it is “in the lives of those who, sharing in our 
humanity, are…more perfectly transformed into the 
image of Christ, [that] God vividly manifests His 
presence and His face” (Lumen Gentium, 50). It is by 
walking in the footsteps of those that have gone before 
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us, in faith, that our pilgrim identity can find hope and 
direction. Moreover, even as we look to the future 
heavenly Church (Acts 3:21), we also orient our gaze 
and path toward the earthly Church endowed with real 
goodness, beauty, and holiness in her liturgical and 
sacramental life (Lumen Gentium, 48).    
 

It is in the partaking of the sacramental nourishment 
and Eucharist spirituality—on the way—that we find 
genuine communion and community.  Like the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), we must learn 
to practice real and intentional accompaniment that 
opens us to receive and share the body given up for us. 
Along the way, the fruit of the earth and the work of 
our human hands must reflect a genuine sense of 
accompaniment and a common mission. As such, our 
human efforts must create spaces for greater inclusion, 
break open our stories in tables of vulnerability and 
trust, and allow the Spirit to surprise us with an 
abundance of possibilities. In our accompaniment, our 
eyes must be open to the Lord and our hearts must 
burn for the mission entrusted to us. “Then they said to 
each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning [within us] 
while he spoke to us on the way and opened the 
scriptures to us?’ So, they set out at once and returned 
to Jerusalem” (Luke 24:31-32).      
 
Likewise, it is at our Sunday sacramental table of 
accompaniment where the presence of the Risen Christ 
will open our eyes, anew. In communion, we will see 
“the joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of 
the men [and women] of this age, especially those who 
are poor or in any way afflicted,” and, in that instance, 
recognize that “these are the joys and hopes, the griefs 
and anxieties of the followers of Christ” (Gaudium et 
Spes, 1).  Emboldened by this vision of? communion in 
mission, we will go forth in the manner of the Good 
Samaritan (Luke 10:2537) in solidarity and service for 
the common good (Fratelli Tutti, 67). No longer 
strangers to one another but as faith-filled pilgrims, fed 
by the word and bread of life, we will return to our 
homes and public spaces, giving ourselves away in the 
retelling and living of the stories that burn in our hearts 
and transform our lives.  Nothing genuinely human will 
fail to raise an echo in our hearts.    
 

Conclusion  
We conclude with these questions: How can the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12) help us build a stronger 
culture of encounter in our Church and society?  What 
does the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) teach us 
about accompaniment and communion? How does the 

story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) broaden 
our sense of communion and mission?  Finally, how     
can the gifts of encounter and accompaniment form our 
mission and missionary identity as a pilgrim Church?   
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For more information, the Eucharistic Revival has a 
website with videos and resources: 
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/ 
 

COVID-19 
We are still monitoring all nine counties within our 
diocese. We will continue to inform you on any changes 
in protocol. 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

PCL Gatherings 
Our next PCL Gathering will be Thursday, November 17, 
2022. Bill Smith from Loyola Press will present, and his 
theme is “What do you want to be when you grow 
up?”   We heard this question often when we were 
young, and it got us dreaming of possibilities. As adults, 
we are often so busy with the issues of today that we 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible
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neglect to dream.  As a catechetical leader, it is 
important to ask the questions: Where do I want to be 
in my ministry in 5 Years? Where do I want our parish 
catechetical formation to be in 5 years?  It is equally 
important to set up step-by-step, achievable goals along 
the way so we reach that goal, or discover God has an 
even better one in mind for us.  Follow Jesus’ lead and 
step away, find your deserted place where you can 
dream of what can be.  This workshop format will give 
you time to pause and reflect,  to develop a plan for you 
and your parish, and to set some concrete objectives to 
build a path to fulfill that plan and to build this path in 
manageable steps. Bring your Bible and your dreams. It 
will be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, Assembly 
Hall. It will be from 9:30 am to noon and lunch will 
follow. 
 
Please RSVP to Twyla Satterthwaite for this gathering: 
tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org 
 
PCL Gatherings for the 2022-2023 Catechetical Year 
November 17, 2022 
January 12, 2023 
February 9, 2023 
March 16, 2023 
April 20, 2023 
May 18, 2023 
 

Parish Visits 
Twyla (North, West, and South Vicariates) and Bryan 
(Central and East Vicariates) are available for parish 
visits. Bryan and Twyla are currently doing visits with 
catechetical leaders and can visit during your parish 
catechetical formation. Bryan can also visit with pastors 
as well. What will happen at these parish visits? The 
following are some possibilities:  
 

• Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  
• Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 
• Observation of your faith formation during the 

time of instruction  
• An in-service with your catechists 
• A presentation to parents  
• A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 

adults, youth, or children  
• RCIA training for your RCIA team  

 
Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: breising@dioceseofbmt.org or         
409-924-4323 and tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org 
or 318-840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 

 

 
Liturgical Workshop 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
To register, email jmiller@dioceseofbmt.org. There will 
be specific workshops for lectors, cantors, and other 
liturgical ministries. The keynote presentation will be by 
Msgr. James P. Moroney, expert on the liturgy who will 
focus on the understanding and devotion to the 
Eucharist. PCLs can benefit from this gathering as well 
since there is a deep connection between the liturgy 
and catechesis. See the flyer for further information. 
 

Summit 2022 - Many Faces in God’s House 
Unity in Community 

This will be at the Julie Rogers Theatre for Performing 
Arts. The keynote will be Cardinal Wilton Gregory, 
Archbishop of Washington, DC, and the day will include 
a panel and breakout sessions. This will be for all 
Catholics. A suggested donation of $10 will cover lunch. 
For further information and register, go to the following 
website: 
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/many-faces/ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for  
Service Hours and Apprenticeship 

Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: https://setxfoodbank.org/get-
involved/  
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Gerard Parigi at 409-924-4435. 
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406. 
Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Contact Chris Robertson at 409-832-7976.  

 
University of Dayton (VLCFF) 

 
 

Cycle 7: October 24 - November 27, 
2022(Registration: Opens September 7; 
Closes October 19) 

• Administration in Ministry (FLM) 
• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) (Sem) 

mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:jmiller@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/many-faces/
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=146
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
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• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 
(Vocation of the Catechist) (Sem) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.3 (The 
Person of the Catechist) 

• Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 2.1 
(Methodology) 

• Bible Basics 
• Catechetical Methodology – AMS Military 

Only 
• Catholic Beliefs 
• Catholic Identity and Culture (Sem) 
• Church History 2 
• Conscience 
• Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview (Sem) 
• Evangelization and Discipleship – Bryan will 

facilitate this course 
• Faith and Human Development 
• Faith Formation for Adults with Special 

Needs (SN 5) 
• Images of Jesus 
• Introduction to Catechesis 
• Introduction to Practical Morality 
• Introduction to Prayer 
• Introduction to Scripture 
• Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for 

Life's Second Act (Sem) 
• Marianist Studies: Prayer 
• Mary in Scripture and Tradition 
• Mercy (Sem) 
• New Testament 
• Old Testament 
• On the Call to Holiness (Gaudete Et 

Exsultate) 
• Our Hearts Were Burning (Sem) 
• Parish as a Learning Community (AFL 2) 
• Prayer and Worship with Adolescents (YM) 
• Sacraments 
• Summary of Catholic Social Teaching (Sem) 
• Survey of Catholic Doctrine 
• Survey of Catholic Social Teaching 
• The Parish Nurse: Facilitating Wholistic 

Health Through the Lifespan 
• Theological Reflection: Key to Connecting 

Faith and Life (Sem) 
• Veteran and Military Family Outreach (SN) 

• Vocation, Spirituality and Discipleship of 
Catechists 
 

 USCCB Resources and Formation 
 

  
 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-
catechesis 
Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 

 
Evangelization and Adult Faith Formation 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series - https://www.wordonfire.org/ 
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: https://formed.org/.  They are 
offering discounts for parishes in our diocese currently 
and even have catechist certifications in English and 
Spanish. Please mention that you are from the Diocese 
of Beaumont to get the discount. 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching: https://justfaith.org/ 
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 
http://www.renewintl.org/ 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 
https://sinecentral.org/  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=213
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=213
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=161
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=150
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=70
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=136
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=13
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=268
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=184
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=96
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=62
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=18
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=48
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=44
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=215
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=102
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=148
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=121
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=160
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=239
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=88
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
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Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 
https://www.pemdc.org/  
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 
https://amazingparish.org/ 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics: http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/ 
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 
https://divinerenovation.org/ 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/ 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes: https://alphausa.org/catholic 

 
Great Resource for Sharing Your Faith! 

Discovering My Experience of God 
Now revised, this is a simple, yet deeply effective series 
of reflective and written exercises that leads readers to 
a greater awareness of God's daily presence. It is 
designed especially to help Catholics to know, affirm, 
and share their stories of faith. To order: 
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-265-
2/discovering-my-experience-of-god-revised-
edition.aspx 
 

ACTS 
To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
https://beaumontacts.org/ 
 

Interested in a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in 
Theology or Catechesis? 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-
and- Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index  
 

Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-
catechesis/index.html 
 

Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): https://www.luc.edu/ips/ 
 

Xavier University of New Orleans – Institute for Black 
Catholic Studies: https://www.xula.edu/ibcs 
 

Mexican American Catholic College (MACC): 
https://maccsa.org/ 
 

National Community of Catechetical Leaders 
(NCCL) 

Professional Organization for PCLs, Evangelization 
Directors, and Diocesan Leadership 

After a year of transition, with a commitment to 
continuing the good work begun almost 100 years ago, 
we are pleased to announce the renewal of NCCL - 
the National Community of Catechetical Leaders. 
 

For decades, catechists have joined together in prayer 
to support one another in proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus in the U.S. Now more than ever, the Spirit calls us 
together as a community of catechetical leaders to 
creatively address the new challenges and opportunities 
facing the ministries of evangelization and catechesis in 
today's world.  
  
The mission of the National Community of Catechetical 
Leaders is to promote the ministries of evangelization 
and catechesis in the U.S. Catholic Church by fostering a 
community of leaders who proclaim and teach the 
Word of Jesus Christ through the witness of 
accompaniment, education, and formation in the 
Catholic faith. 
  

As a member of NCCL, you will have access to services, 
resources, and events to support you in your 
catechetical ministry through our new NCCL Catholic 
website (www.ncclcatholic.org). 
 

• A weekly menu of feature Articles, catechetical 
innovations, and trends and research reports 

• A monthly free Webinar on catechetical ministry 
today 

• A Vision section focusing on the Directory for 
Catechesis with video presentations, articles, and 
tools to bring the Directory alive in your setting 

• Reports on effective Practices in faith formation 
with all ages 

• Reports of Research and Trends and their impact 
on evangelization and catechesis 

• A Library with videos from past 
conferences, Catechetical Leader magazine, and 
more 

• An Events page to keep you updated on 
conferences, workshops, and gatherings 

  

We invite you to become part of this mission by 
becoming a member of this community that shares 
the same joys and challenges you face. Because we 

https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-265-2/discovering-my-experience-of-god-revised-edition.aspx
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-265-2/discovering-my-experience-of-god-revised-edition.aspx
https://www.paulistpress.com/Products/3-265-2/discovering-my-experience-of-god-revised-edition.aspx
https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://www.luc.edu/ips/
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs
https://maccsa.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001KVBH-gPI_wo_R4kjswq4sa06vxdmIJ3etbHuUS5MiDg92chw1mhNhysgLXfXsU9pq03Gm2ezaJmFrJhpv2gZLEvzl7rEkR30_MHxnvO26hLPVkroomV7oOiDeTlCLlv08Hfk4G0owTpdpkzWOo5qUg%3D%3D%26c%3D6rdUvZuQoVXsRP5BWv9LG4lwf-q8jepKR3sjxjWgFFOuYMmdN0bJtQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dm7sP4ctOgsIjWtHgjPFaWRjkm5Q5bHgwUeb8TTv3Lsp-TooLTZH9JA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cbreising%40dioceseofbmt.org%7Ca2695f78760d4a71c68f08da6fd91402%7Ccec5e97364a64b6eb5d640aac43cbe89%7C0%7C0%7C637945275385326528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e2yKE78RJSDu1zh%2BfDE2DcppaDcjIwuECzlTQXuuwq4%3D&reserved=0
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want everyone to get the support they need, there 
are no membership fees! If you have not joined 
yet, click here to join NCCL.   
 

Out and About 
by Twyla Satterthwaite 

 
 

And their off… 
 

Faith Formation Sessions are up and running. Many of 
you have started this fall with some new ways of 
sharing the Good News. These are dreams that have 
become a reality. It is important to note that many of 
the changes we were able to do is because of the Good 
Works Grant. 
 
Let’s start with the most radical changes first. 
Kerri Bartee at St. Joseph the Worker in Dayton, has 
revamped her entire program to make it family based. 
They had a bumpy first night as she had hoped to serve 
a supper to the families. It turned out her parish hall 
was too small for everyone. Parents voted to skip the 
meal and have sessions in the church. She now has the 
entire session in the church. She is doing 
intergenerational Catechesis for the whole family using 
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies. Most of her families love it. 
Catechists were hesitant about this style of teaching but 
they are excited now as they are seeing the results. 
Families sharing faith together. Adults learning their 
faith with their children. 
 
Michelle Crone in Winnie and Lupe Guzman in Anahuac 
have totally moved from standard class sessions to a 
more VBS style. Michelle has completely remodeled her 
building and outdoor area. They have children move 
from station to station to learn. They have time to go 
outside and play during one of the rotations. This is 
much like what Dora Cortez in Mont Belvieu is doing but 
they have made adaptions for their parishes. Michelle 
has a hangout place for teens if they choose not to 
participate in games. It allows them to build 
community. She is also buying and designing board 
games to use on bad weather days. 
 

Tara Morgan at Little Flower has a space problem so she 
made some changes. She is having half of the students 
meet in the hall for small group activities. They will have 
a Gospel reflection and activities. The other half of the 

students are in classrooms for traditional learning. Each 
week classes will rotate to either gym or their 
classroom. Additionally once a month she will have a 
liturgical experience that will include families. They will 
also be having a Mass for youth once a month on 
Sundays. 
 

Other parishes have made small changes to enhance 
their programs. 
 
Julie Hebert at Immaculate Conception in Groves has 
added an activity time to her schedule. Catechists can 
choose to send their students to the large hall for 
activities if they feel the classroom session is complete. 
Catechists can choose to use this resource or not. This 
ability to choose will allow the catechist to warm up to 
the alternative learning style. In the hall, they are doing 
Gospel plays, stories of saints, and other group learning 
experiences. They are also having family nights for 3 or 
4 times this year. She started her year with a family 
scavenger hunt. All families were to look for things in 
the building such as saint statues, classrooms, 
bathrooms etc. Everything was designed to make the 
kids feel comfortable with the building and to involve 
parents. 
 

Susan Dengler at St. Elizabeth’s in Port Neches has the 
theme this year of “Building the Kingdom”. She 
designed a huge castle that children could enter into 
the building on class night. Of course, there were 
“Photo Ops”. 
 

Pam Patterson started with her catechists and had a 
catechist meeting focusing on their faith stories. She 
hoped to build community with the catechists and to 
encourage them to share their stores with their 
students. 
 
Diane Sanderson in Woodville is having a session for the 
entire student body in the church to learn about church 
manners. The catechist will also explain why we do 
things in a special way. She is having more of these 
group learning experiences in the church to explore the 
meaning of the Eucharist in their lives. 
 
I could go on and on about the wonderful things that 
are happening in our Diocese, but the point is that 
changes help our programs grow. We need to 
remember to stop complaining about the things we 
don’t like and DO something. 
 
“ Nothing paralyzes our lives like the attitude that things 
can never change. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001KVBH-gPI_wo_R4kjswq4sa06vxdmIJ3etbHuUS5MiDg92chw1mhNhysgLXfXsU9pSz0IixUI3bGhxIY456lmG8Si6xf_4qblC1IMw6oB0bo-WgegHl5NjgGXYGmKHuAqVDH2VPIEuGd6LCbdKiO3w9NDTZVT0ViXr_x8vR8YmQuEmgp3OL9fp8PK1d7tOq3uGju2uMsgSHor4uXojoBJiuj0InZsnTPCsoj3pl1VKgupYUhoyz5y3qDdZRsYxMoskOspTaxPar2MyiznV5f8gmwD9zKmZeAosTXMhqWJDeDQCQpUJASKwyYL2RZNyBF8LiEj905MBEE%3D%26c%3D6rdUvZuQoVXsRP5BWv9LG4lwf-q8jepKR3sjxjWgFFOuYMmdN0bJtQ%3D%3D%26ch%3Dm7sP4ctOgsIjWtHgjPFaWRjkm5Q5bHgwUeb8TTv3Lsp-TooLTZH9JA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cbreising%40dioceseofbmt.org%7Ca2695f78760d4a71c68f08da6fd91402%7Ccec5e97364a64b6eb5d640aac43cbe89%7C0%7C0%7C637945275385326528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ALh%2FB2nmYk%2BnBsfuokJn2v4Y%2FsyeWYfp5q245yktXeQ%3D&reserved=0


8 
 

We need to remind ourselves that God can change 
things. 
 
Outlook determines outcome. 
 
If we see only the problems, we will be defeated; 
but if we see the possibilities in the problems, we can 
have victory.” 
 

- Warren Wiersbe 
 

Safe Environment  
In the near future, we will be moving our background 
check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 
Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 
training sessions remain suspended, and the current 
levels of training are detailed below. 
 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  
 

1. Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 
2. Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 
3. Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 

 
For people who need to complete the initial training or 
the initial recertification, direct them to 
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/   
and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 
either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 
“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 
Recertification” only applies to the initial online 
recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 
Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 
complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 
email address used to create their Virtus Account once 
KPA recertification is necessary.  
 

Please note: the procedure described above only 
applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 
account. If you need the initial recertification and you 
already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 
be sent directly to your email.  
 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 
jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org or 409-924-4309. 

 

https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org
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