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Ukrainian Easter Eggs – Pray for Peace 

This will be a series to look at the new Directory for 
Catechesis. We will read, discover, and learn about the 
directives the Church gives us regarding evangelization 
and catechesis within our parishes and diocese. 
  
Part Three – Catechesis in Particular Churches, Chapter 
Twelve - The Organisms at the Service of Catechesis.  
This chapter begins with a first section, the Holy See, 
with, “the proclamation and transmission of the Gospel 
is the fundamental task of the successor of Peter, 

together with the episcopal conferences. The Roman 
pontiff, in addition to his teachings and homilies, also 
carries out this task through catechesis.” In other 
words, the Holy See is at the service of the Church 
regarding this evangelizing and catechizing mission. The 
pope and the Vatican are at this service along with 
bishop conferences around the world. 
 
In particular, the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of 
the New Evangelization at the Vatican has the task of 
supervising these efforts to evangelize and catechize. 
The following are their responsibilities: 
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- Attends to the promotion of the religious 
formation of the faithful of every age and 
condition; 

- Has the faculty of issuing suitable norms so that 
catechesis maybe carried out in an appropriate 
way according to the constant Tradition of the 
Church; 

- Has the task of ensuring that catechetical 
formation be carried out correctly in respect of 
methodologies and goals according to the 
guidelines of the magisterium; 

- Grants the prescribed approval of the Apostolic 
See for catechisms and other writings relative 
to catechetical instruction; 

- Assists the catechetical offices within the 
episcopal conferences, follows their initiatives 
that concern religious formation and have an 
international character, coordinates their 
activities, and offers them any help that may be 
necessary 

 
In the second section, The Synods of Bishops or Councils 
of the Hierarchy of the Eastern Churches, helps 
recognize that there are eastern churches connected to 
the Church, and they have their responsibilities as well. 
They “issue norms on catechetical formation, arranged 
in a catechetical directory” of their own. Each Eastern 
Rite Catholic Church are also to produce their own 
catechism based on the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church as well as their own particular liturgies and 
customs. 
 
In the Third section, The Episcopal Conference, it calls 
for each conference of bishops to establish a 
catechetical office to assist dioceses in all areas of 
catechesis. 
 
This national office “is to proceed in the first place with 
an analysis of the situation of catechesis in its territory, 
availing itself also in the research and study of academic 
or scientific centers and of experts on the subject.” They 
are to draft catechetical guidelines and instructions. 
They can assist with tools that can help form catechists 
and aid in the formation of local catechisms. 
 
The national office can also provide formation of 
directors of diocesan offices through conferences, 
seminars, and publications. 
 
Something our own USCCB has done for the past 
several decades is to provide a Conformity List to 

ensure that publications of catechetical texts are in 
conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
The following is a link: 

 
 
Of course, in April, we will have our Curriculum and 
Resource Day so that you may study and see these texts 
side by side (see our next PCL Gathering). 
 
In the fourth section, The Diocese, we look at the duties 
of the diocesan office to its parishes. It recognizes that 
the Bishop is the primary agent of evangelization and 
catechesis.  
 
The diocesan catechetical office, which is required by 
each diocese, has as its tasks the following: attend to 
the analysis of the situation, the coordination with 
diocesan pastoral care as a whole, the development of a 
plan for catechesis, the development of a practical 
program for catechesis, and instituting a formation 
process of catechists. 
 
Regarding the analysis, the diocesan office takes stock 
of the socio-cultural and religious aspects so that 
catechetical formation by all within parishes can be 
effective. 
 
Regarding coordination, the diocesan office works 
closely with other diocesan offices to ensure 
catechetical formation happens and connects all people 
to all aspects of ministry, social action, and life. 
“Catechesis has a close relationship with pastoral care 
for the family, young people, and vocations, as well as 
with pastoral care in schools and universities.” 
 
It is important in planning that this is an organic plan 
looking at all aspects of catechetical formation for all 
ages and situations. Each catechetical formation is not a 
separate entity in a parish, but rather a part of a unified 
plan. Things to consider in this planning are: stages of 
growth in faith and situations each person finds himself 
or herself in: engaged couples, vulnerable persons, 
professionals, and so on. 
 
It is important that the plan is a practical program, 
which identifies the contents, the objectives (clear, 
step-by-step, and measurable), provides activities and 
techniques, develops or indicates aids and materials, 
and determines the schedules of the programs. 
 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Current%20Conformity%20List.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Current%20Conformity%20List.pdf
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Lastly, but importantly, the formation of catechists is 
crucial and a responsibility of both the diocesan office 
as well as the parish catechetical leader. When we have 
catechists who are well equipped with the content of 
the faith, understanding the learning styles of their 
students, learning methodologies of teaching, learning 
the cultural aspects of their students so that the faith 
can be more effectively passed on, and experiencing the 
spiritual aspect of the catechist, then we have 
catechists who can be effective. 
 

We conclude our journey into this directory. To 
purchase this important directory, a must for all PCLs, 
the USCCB is selling this book at the following link: 

 

We are still monitoring all nine counties within our 
diocese. We will continue to inform you on any changes 
in protocol. 
 

Our next PCL Gathering will be Curriculum Day here at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center (The Chancery), 710 Archie 
St., Beaumont, TX 77701 on Thursday, April 7, 2022. We 
will begin with a meeting at 11:00 am, have lunch at 
Noon, and after lunch you will have the opportunity to 
visit stations set up for you to review several texts. 
Stations will include Sacramental Preparation and RCIA, 
Pre-School, Elementary, Middle School, High School, 
Adult, Catch-Up Catechesis, Bilingual, Persons with 
Disabilities, and VBS. 
Please RSVP to Twyla Satterthwaite: 

Perform 

With the number of COVID cases going down, parish 
visits have resumed. Twyla (North, West, South 
Vicariates) and Bryan (Central and East Vicariates) are 
available for parish visits. Bryan and Twyla are currently 
doing visits with catechetical leaders and can visit 
during your parish catechetical formation. Bryan can 
also visit with pastors as well. What will happen at these 
parish visits? The following are some possibilities:  
 

 Evaluation of your evangelization efforts  

 Evaluation of your adult catechetical formation 

 Observation of your faith formation during the 
time of instruction  

 An in-service with your catechists 

 A presentation to parents  

 A catechetical presentation – guest catechist for 
adults, youth, or children  

 RCIA training for your RCIA team  
 

Please contact Bryan Reising or Twyla Satterthwaite via 
phone or email: or         
409-924-4323 and  
or 318-840-7785 to arrange a time to visit your parish. 
 

 
Southeast Texas Food Bank - Beaumont The website to 
help volunteer: 

 
Market to Hope (Catholic Charities) in Beaumont The 
need for volunteers has increased recently. Contact 
Chris Robertson: 409-924-4419  
Hospitality Center (Catholic Charities) in Port Arthur 
Contact Christina Vara Green at 409-924-4406 

Some Other Place – Beaumont – Morning food 
preparation is needed (Monday through Saturday). 
Phone: 409-832-7976.  
 

 
Cycle 3: April 25 - May 15, 2022 (3 and 5 week 

courses) (Registration: Opens March 9; Closes April 

20) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.1 

(Catechesis is...) (Sem) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.2 

(Vocation of the Catechist) (Sem) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 1.3 (The 

Person of the Catechist) 

 Basic Catechist Formation: Seminar 2.1 

(Methodology) 

 Catholic Beliefs 

 Catholic Identity and Culture (Sem) 

 Catholic Teaching on Chastity, Family Life, 

and Human Sexuality Education (Sem) 

 Communication and Community 

 Designing a Parish Catechetical Plan (Sem) – 

Bryan will facilitate this course 

 Directory for Catechesis 2020: A General 

Overview (Sem) 

https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:breising@dioceseofbmt.org
mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=216
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=218
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=213
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=213
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=3
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=185
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=162
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=126
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=57
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=294
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 Ecclesiology: A Theological, Historical and 

Pastoral Summary (Sem) 

 Echoes of Racism: Whispers of Healing 

(Sem) 

 Emotional Intelligence and Its Impact on 

Faith Formation (Sem) 

 Images of Jesus 

 Images of Mary (Sem) 

 Introduction to Catechesis 

 Introduction to Prayer 

 Introduction to Scripture 

 Let This Be the Time: Spiritual Essentials for 

Life's Second Act (Sem) 

 Mercy (Sem) 

 Ministry Leadership in the Church Today 

(Sem) 

 On Bended Knee (Sem) 

 Our Hearts Were Burning (Sem) 

 Romero: Pastor, Prophet, Martyr and Saint 

(Sem) 

 Sacraments 

 Spirituality of the Missionary Disciple (Sem) 

 Summary of Catholic Social Teaching (Sem) 

 Survey of Catholic Doctrine 

 Theological Reflection: Key to Connecting 

Faith and Life (Sem) 

 

  

Come to this website for great resources and formation 
opportunities for PCLs! 
 

 

 

Word on Fire: Bishop Robert Barron adult faith 
formation series -  
Check out this resource from Word on Fire Engage: 

t 
Formed.org is a subscription service by parish that 
includes adult faith formation offerings, movies, and 
podcasts, and eBooks: .  They are 
offering discounts for parishes in our diocese currently 
and even have catechist certifications in English and 
Spanish. Please mention that you are from the Diocese 
of Beaumont to get the discount. 
JustFaith is a small group process to learn about 
Catholic Social Teaching:  
RENEW International has a host of resources for 
renewal and adult catechetical formation: 

 
SINE (Systematic Integral New Evangelization) is a plan 
for the new evangelization for parishes that offer 
renewal experiences, small Christian communities, 
neighborhood based ministries, and home visitation 
(resources and training in Spanish and English): 

  
Paulist Evangelization Ministries offers many resources 
for small groups, parish renewal, a process for returning  
Catholics (Awakening Faith), and outreach: 

 
Amazing Parish assists parishes to maximize their 
efforts for evangelization and pastoral care: 

 
Catholic Returning Home is a process for returning 
Catholics:  
Divine Renovation is a process of renewal with small 
Christian communities as follow-up: 

 
Rebuilt is a process of thinking differently about your 
parishes to increase opportunities of deepening 
parishioners’ faith, belong to small Christian 
communities, and involving them in parish life: 

 
Alpha for Catholics is a 10-week renewal process for 
parishes:  

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=246
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=217
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=217
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=226
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=15
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=296
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=155
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=36
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=43
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=300
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=193
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=244
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=244
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=37
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=23
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=224
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=24
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=254
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=242
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=33
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/calendar/course.php?course=131
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://engage.wordonfire.org/about
https://formed.org/
https://justfaith.org/
http://www.renewintl.org/
https://sinecentral.org/
https://www.pemdc.org/
https://amazingparish.org/
http://www.catholicsreturninghome.org/
https://divinerenovation.org/
https://www.rebuiltparish.com/
https://alphausa.org/catholic
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To find out about upcoming ACTS Retreat and Activities: 
 

 

St. Thomas University in Houston:  

  
 

Catholic University of America (online Masters in 
Catechesis): 

 
 

Loyola University Chicago (online bilingual MA in 
Pastoral Studies, online MA in Pastoral Studies with a 
focus on Religious Education, or an online Certificate in 
Religious Education): 

 

Xavier University of New Orleans – Institute for Black 
Catholic Studies:  
 

Mexican American Catholic College (MACC): 
 

 

In Word and Witness will be making some changes and 
new directions this year. They are no longer taking 
memberships, but their website is still active and more 
information about these new directions will be 
forthcoming. Here is their website: 

 

by Twyla Satterthwaite 

 

Every month, it seems, that I hear something that 

becomes my “new” favorite line for the year. This one 

came from an 8th grade student. He is a typical boy, big, 

red hair and a football player. His catechist was teaching 

that being a Christian is being a servant to others in the 

name of Christ. He looked at her in wonder and said, “I 

didn’t know we were supposed to serve others!” His 

amazement was genuine and he took the teaching to 

heart. The next week his mother told the PCL that, he 

had been doing the dishes every night without being 

asked to. He would even ask his mom if he could help 

her in any way. He found out that his school had extra 

supplies from a food drive and took it to a center for the 

needy. He really discovered that he had a servant’s 

heart. 

Sometimes evangelization is just as simple as that. 

Telling our students this is how Catholics act, this is how 

Catholics serve or Catholics attend Mass every Sunday. 

We cannot assume that our students know these basic 

teachings.  

St. Elizabeth in Port Neches was blessed with an 

abundance of Beanie Babies. Susan, the PCL, found a 

Facebook page that gave her an idea to do a bible study 

with the kids.  She allowed students in the 1st & 3rd 

grades to adopt a Beanie Baby as bible study buddy for 

Lent. They chose a name for their buddy, filled out a 

birth certificate and decorated a carrying case to 

transport their friend. She also had a slap bracelet that 

they could put the buddies name on and use it as a 

collar. She chose some readings from Sacred Scripture, 

and they agreed to read or have their parents read one 

of the scriptures to them each night for 5 weeks with 

their new buddy. She also provided a little bag of 

human snacks to have while reading. The kids were so 

excited to meet their new friend. Homecoming is April 

7, and if they completed their readings, they will receive 

a prize.  The Facebook page she found this on was Bible 

Buddy Challenge-Children’s Pastors Only.   

 Michelle Crone, the PCL, at St. Louis in Winne told me 

about a backdoor evangelization event she did. She had 

a combined First communion and Confirmation meeting 

with her parents. The parents met in the gym and the 

kids were in their class. Michelle put out just enough 

chairs so that people had to sit close to her and not in 

the back. Father Phillip started with an opening prayer 

and then left to talk with the kids. She then provided 

the typical business of sacrament information: what to 

wear, how to get pictures, where and when to gather 

on that special Sunday.  

She then spoke with them as a parent. She told them 

that this is not to lecture you but to help you reflect on 

what you want for your faith life and for your child’s 

https://beaumontacts.org/
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://www.stthom.edu/Academics/School-of-Arts-and-%20Sciences/Undergraduate/Theology/Index.aqf
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://trs.catholic.edu/academics/online/mcat-catechesis/index.html
https://www.luc.edu/ips/
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs
https://maccsa.org/
https://inwordandwitness.org/membership/
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faith life. She talked about the promises they made at 

Baptism and about setting priorities that are important 

to them. She told them she would help them in any way 

she could but that they needed to think about what 

they wanted for their family. When they were finished, 

they were to pick their kids up in the church. 

 When they arrived in church, Fr. Phillip was talking with 

the kids about adoration (which the parents heard also). 

He then allowed them to spend 30 minutes in 

adoration. Fr. Phillip closed adoration and blessed the 

families. This subtle placement of parents and children 

in adoration together underscored the importance of 

families worshiping together.  

All of you are doing wonderful things. Keep trying 

and never give up!  

Many of you have mentioned that you are considering a 

new series for your faith formation programs. Did you 

know that we have a library at the Pastoral Center that 

contains samples from many of the publishers? Bryan or 

I will be happy to show them to you or just let you 

browse. Call for an appointment.  
 

We will also be having our annual Curriculum Day on 

Thursday, April 7t.  This is an entire day that you can 

look through all the samples we have on hand. Bryan 

and I will be available as well to answer any of your 

questions. RSVP to Twyla at 

tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org. 
 

All of you are doing wonderful things. Keep trying and 

never give up!  
 

“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we 

shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, 

while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all, but 

especially to those who belong to the family of the 

faith.” Galatians 6:9-10 

 

  
In the near future, we will be moving our background 

check process fully online with Virtus, our Safe 

Environment vendor. In the meantime, in-person PGC 

training sessions remain suspended, and the current 

levels of training are detailed below. 
 

There are currently three levels of training for adults.  

 

 Initial Online Training (5-year expiration) 

 Initial Online Recertification (5-year expiration) 

 Keeping the Promise Alive (second recertification) 
For people who need to complete the initial training or 

the initial recertification, direct them to 

   

and make sure they choose the correct menu button; 

either “Protecting God’s Children Initial Training” or 

“Virtus Recertification.” The button for “Virtus 

Recertification” only applies to the initial online 

recertification training. It does not apply to Keeping the 

Promise Alive (KPA) training. For those who need to 

complete KPA, they should receive an email sent to the 

email address used to create their Virtus Account once 

KPA recertification is necessary.  
 

Please note: the procedure described above only 

applies to those who do not currently have a Virtus 

account. If you need the initial recertification and you 

already have a Virtus account, the link to recertify will 

be sent directly to your email.  
 

Direct any PGC related questions to Joseph Blakeley at 

 or 409-924-4309. 

 

mailto:tsatterthwaite@dioceseofbmt.org
https://www.dioceseofbmt.org/safe-environment/
mailto:jblakeley@dioceseofbmt.org

