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January 31, 2023 
 
To the Community of Southeast Texas, 
 

We have recently experienced a situation that elicits an immediate reaction of fear, which is 
understandable given the gravity of what could have been. But rather than reacting, I invite us all to 
offer a response of resounding thanks – thanks that the situation was resolved in the most peaceful 
manner possible, thanks that no harm came upon our children, staff, and parishioners, and thanks for 
our dedicated law enforcement personnel. 
 

The first day that this parked vehicle was brought to our attention, the police were notified 
and involved. The Beaumont Police Department increased their patrols and surveillance of the area 
during the next eight days. Sr. Bernadette Nguyen, OP, Principal of St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica 
School, Dr. Felicia Nichols, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, and I were in regular contact with 
the police department. Because the person in question was on public property, there was nothing we 
could do other than remain in close contact with local law enforcement. 
 

Following the arrest Sunday night and the discovery of the vehicle’s contents, our whole 
community was certainly shaken. Again, we give thanks to God for His protection of our people. We 
have been assured by law enforcement that this person poses no further threat to our school and 
community. 
 

We are working with local law enforcement for an enhanced presence at St. Anthony’s School. 
In addition, we have also made counselors available for any of the students and staff. All five of our 
Catholic schools have a secured perimeter around them. The protection and safety of our students 
and staff remain a top priority.  
 

This is Catholic Schools Week, and once again we are so grateful for our students’ safety and 
the gift of the education they are receiving. Please join me in prayer for the safety and protection of 
all of our students in Southeast Texas. 

 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
 
 

Most Reverend David L. Toups 
Bishop of the Diocese of Beaumont 

 
 
P.S. Since this is an ongoing investigation by the Beaumont Police Department, ATF, and the FBI, 
they will be providing the community with ongoing updates. 

 


