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What Is “Chalking the
Door”?

January 20, 2023
Noon to 5:00 pm

And Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.

Parish Life Community Life Lk 2:16-21
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DEC 31
- JAN 6

Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Michael Frofrich (Health & Healing)

TUES - 3

NO Adoration

Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Mary Leonard †

SAT - 31 Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00 - 4:30 pm | Confessional

NO Coffee & Christ

Mass | Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil
5:00 pm | Church | Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Intention for Msgr. Phil Bucher †
Rosary at 4:30 pm

Mass | Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil
7:00 pm | Church | Spanish | Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Intention for Taney County Parish Family (Living)

SUN - 1

Rosary at 7:30 am

Mass | Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
8:00 am | Church | Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Intention for Alexio Lascaster (Living)

Rosary at 10:00 am

Mass | Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
10:30 am | Church | Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Intention for Ruth Springton (Conversion) (Special Intention-Living)

MON - 2 Parish Office Closed



DEC 31
- JAN 6

Daily Mass
5:30 pm | Church

Mass Intention for Jane Friggle †

NO Adoration

NO Adoration

THUR - 5 Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Ruth Springton (Conversion) (Birthday Living)

FRI - 6 First Friday Mass
10:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for The Newell Family (Special Intention-Living)

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group
6:30 - 9:00 pm | Faith Formation Room

SAT - 7 Anglo Charismatic Prayer Group
11:00 - 12:30 pm | Adoration Chapel

WED - 4 Stitchers
9:00 - 12:00 pm | St. Francis Room

OLL Train Dominoes
1:00 - 3:30 pm | Faith Formation Room

Knights of Columbus Meeting
6:30 - 8:00 pm | Faith Formation Room

Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00 - 4:30 pm | Confessional

http://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online


For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the
body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. |  1 Corinthians 12:12

P A R I S H  L I F E

$45,456.36

$1,710.44

$10,534.47

$57,791.27

Envelopes:

Plate:

Green Envelopes:

Total:

Collections Through
December 25, 2022
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C L I C K  H E R E  T O  J O I N
This is our story, our family. As Catholics, we
are the inheritors of holy men and women
who over two thousand years built a great

civilization and spread the gospel
throughout the world. The history of the

Church is not just the recitation of popes and
saints; it is a story of adventure, intrigue,

rebellion, reform, and devotion.

One of our fellow parishioners would
like to sell their newly remolded home.
They prefer to privately negotiate with
another parishioner or family/friends.
A pre-inspection has been done for

the benefit of the buyer.

If you would like more information,
please call the office at 417-334-2928 or

email office@ollbranson.com

Sunday mornings 9:15 - 10:15 am
Faith Formation Room

downstairs of the church

Four-part series on women
in early Christian history

 
 
 
 

January 1:
No Coffee & Christ

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  J O I N

Upcoming Topics:
 

January 4: NO Session

RCIA
R I T E  O F  C H R I S T I A N  I N I T I A T O N  O F  A D U L T S

O U R  L A D Y  O F  T H E  L A K E

RCIA meets on Wednesdays in the
Heritage Room from 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Email Lorry Davis at
office@ollbranson.com
for more information

All Parishioners are invited to
attend any of the RCIA sessions! 
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It’s a specific blessing for the home that is traditionally done each year on the Solemnity
of the Epiphany (also known as 3 Kings Day or Twelfth Night).  It takes place at the main
entrance of the home and uses symbols drawn with blessed chalk. This is called “chalking
the door” and is practiced by many Christians including Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans,
Methodists, and more!

This short ritual is a way of marking our homes as we ask God’s blessing upon those who
live, work, or visit throughout the coming year. We recall the Israelites in Exodus 12:1-13
marking their doors with blood so that the Lord would pass over their homes, but we
mark our doors with chalk as a sign that we have invited God’s presence and blessing into
our homes.

In Deuteronomy 6:9 God tells the people of Israel: “These words that I command you
today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house… You shall write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates.” Chalking the door is a tangible way to honor God in our lives.

The formula for the ritual is simple. Use chalk that was blessed at the Epiphany Mass and
write the following above the entrance of your home: 20 + C + M + B + 23. 

The letters have two meanings. First, they represent the initials of the Magi — Caspar,
Malchior, and Balthazar — who came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also abbreviate
the Latin phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless this dwelling.” The “+”
signs represent the cross, and the “20” at the beginning and the “23” at the end mark the
year. Taken together, this inscription is a request for Christ to bless those homes so
marked and that He remains with those who dwell therein throughout the entire year.

Practicing traditions, like the chalking of the doors, help us to live our faith more
concretely and serve as an outward sign of our dedication to Our Lord. Seeing the
symbols over our doors can help to remind us while passing in and out on our daily
routines, that our homes and all those who dwell there belong to Christ. It also serves as a
reminder of the welcoming the Magi gave to Jesus. We should strive to be as welcoming
to all who come to our homes to visit us!

Visit www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-home-and-household-epiphany for a suggested
ritual blessing that includes scripture and intercessory prayers. No clergy is required.

Hey Deacon!
 

What Is “Chalking the Door”?

http://ollbranson.com/parish-blog
http://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-home-and-household-epiphany
https://www.ladyofthelakeparish.org/parish-blog
https://www.ladyofthelakeparish.org/parish-blog


If you ever have a question about any request,
please call the office to verify. 417-334-2928

Secure emails from the parish, diocese, and your
staff end in @ollbranson.com or @dioscg.org
or are from mail@flocknote.com

Scam Alert
Please be aware that someone has been sending
emails to our parishioners posing at Fr. J or Fr. Nick
asking for help, gift cards, or financial assistance. 

When our Pastors/Bishop make a formal request
for funds, it is always for a project or campaign for
the parish/diocese that has been announced in
Mass, on the website, and in the bulletin.



D I O C E S A N  N E W S
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. | Proverbs 27:17

Diocese of
Springfield

Cape-Girardeau's
Calendar



If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together. | 1 Corinthians 12:26

C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E

https://www.redcrossblood.org/


Food Drive Update

Knights'   Corner  ~  Council   6470

Interested in becoming a Knight?
Contact the church office for contact information, or go online @

kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

As of 12/14/22 Our Lady of the Lake has donated over
1070 lbs of food and $525 to the Salvation Army Food

Pantry for the Fraternal year 7/1/22 - 6/30/23.
 

Did you know the Salvation Army can buy food 
at just $0.18 per pound? Obviously this makes

monetary contributions more effective.
 

Just a reminder that for every 1000 lbs of food AND for
every $500 donated, K of C donate $100 to the pantry,

up to $500 each from the K of C annually.

Want to make a monetary contribution to the Salvation Army Food Panty
through the Knights of Columbus to help reach the bonus gift from the K of C?

Make checks payable to:
K of C Council 6470

Memo: S. A. Food Pantry

Send checks to:
Knights of Columbus S. A. Food Pantry: Our Lady of the Lake 

203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html


The next blood drive is scheduled
for January 20th

from 12 noon to 5:00pm at Our Lady
of the Lake Parish Center, 202 Vaughn

Drive Branson Mo. 65616.
 

44 - units collected at the Nov 18th, 2022 drive. 
42 - drives successfully completed since Nov. 2015. 

2149 - units of blood have been collected since Nov. 2015.
 

Red Cross
Blood Drive

GO TO – 
www.redcrossblood.org zip code 65616 to schedule appointment

 

Meeting Reminder
Don't forget, our membership meetings are held every first Thursday in 

the Faith Formation Room in the Church, Rosary starting @ 6:30pm, mtg @ 7pm.
 

If you haven't been to a meeting in a while don't worry, 
you'll still fit right in, and you're always welcome.

 
Don't forget!  The Larry Konzen Social is on after the meetings too!

Merry Christmas!

Knights of Columbus Council 6470 would like to wish
you and your families a very Merry Christmas!

Thank you for keeping Christ in Chirstmas!



RESOURCES

Haga clic aquí para
el boletín en español

Vamos a Misa
Jesús te espera

Click here to
Make a Prayer Request

How can we pray for you? Your
prayer request will be sent to Our
Lady of the Lake's email prayer chain.

Follow us on Social Media

Click here for
Mass Times & Reconciliation

Click here to
Contact Parish Staff

Click here for a Q & A

I understand that all Catholics, not
just priests and religious, are
called to holiness. How can

laypeople become holy?

Click here for a 
Weekly Reflection

The Gospel recounts how Mary reflected upon
the events of her Son’s birth and how she kept

them all in her heart. I suspect that many of the
events we might recount from that New Year’s
Eve exercise would end up being some of the

moments we hold in our hearts.

Nm 6:22-27
Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

Gal 4:4-7
Lk 2:16-21

Click here for
Daily Mass Readings
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P L E A S E  S U P P O R T
O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S

https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/?q=branson+mo
http://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.kofc.org/
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479


http://pinegarbranson.com/
http://ceciliassamplers.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
http://nvnailsbranson.com/
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http://www.cantwell-law.com/
http://macadoodles.com/Branson
http://bransonpetals.com/
http://lakesidetireandwheel.com/
http://allhandsondeckshow.com/
http://harterhouse.com/
http://sugarleaftreats.com/
http://facebook.com/Heiss.SelfStorage


Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first be immediately reported to the Missouri Child
Abuse and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL; or for suspected or known abuse of

vulnerable or eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect Hotline 800-392-0210.

Advertise With Us!
 

Call 417-334-2928 x 101 or click here!
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