
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Week of January 29, 2023

"Blessed are the clean of heart,
for they will see God." Mt 5:1-12a

Our Lady         Lake of  the
Catholic Church  |  Branson, MO

ollbranson.com  |  203 Vaughn Rd. Branson, MO 65616  |  office@ollbranson.com  |  417-334-2928

MASSES: Saturday 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm Spanish | Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 am | Wednesday 5:30 pm | 1st Friday 10:00 am

RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm and by Appointment 

ADORATION: Tuesday 9:30 am - 3:00 pm | Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 7:00 pm
EXCEPT for the Week Before, Of, and After a Holiday

https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
https://bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar
http://ollbranson.com/
mailto:office@ollbranson.com


Holy Mass
5:00 pm | Church

Mass Intention for Rafael Sanchez Ortega & Family (Living)
Rosary at 4:30 pm

Holy Mass
7:00 pm | Church | Spanish

Mass Intention for Taney County Parish Family (Living & Deceased)

Anglo Charismatic Prayer Group
11:00 - 12:30 pm | Adoration Chapel

SAT - 28

Sacrament of Reconciliation
3:00 - 4:30 pm | Confessional

Liturgical Ministries Meeting After Mass
6:00 - 6:30 pm | Church

Liturgical Ministries Meeting After Mass
8:00 - 8:30 pm | Church

SUN - 29

Rosary at 7:30 am

Holy Mass
8:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Richard Dunlop †

Rosary at 10:00 am

Holy Mass
10:30 am | Church

Mass Intention for Bonita Holtkamp †

9:15 - 10:15 am | Faith Formation Room
Topic: Early Christian Views of Jesus
Coffee & Christ

Liturgical Ministries Meeting After Mass
9:00 - 9:30 am | Church

Liturgical Ministries Meeting After Mass
11:30 - Noon | Church

Sacristans Meeting
Noon - 12:30 pm | Sacristy

JAN 28
- FEB 3



JAN 28
- FEB 3

Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Alexio Lascaster (Living)

TUES - 31

Daily Mass
5:30 pm | Church

Mass Intention for Michael Horihan †

Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Sabrina Martinez (Living)

MON - 30

WED - 1 Stitchers
9:00 - 12:00 pm | St. Francis Room

Music Practice
4:00 - 5:00 pm | Music Room

Transformation Tables
Noon - 1:00 pm | Faith Formation Room

Centering Prayer
3:00 - 4:30 pm | Heritage Room

6:30 - 8:00 pm | Heritage Room
RCIA

PSR - Pizza
6:15 - 6:30 pm | Classrooms

PSR - Class
6:30 - 7:45 pm | Classrooms

Adoration
1:00 - 5:00 pm | Chapel

Adoration
9:30 - 3:00 pm | Adoration Chapel

Group Spiritual Companioning
6:30 - 7:30 pm | Heritage Room

The Chosen Season 3 - Viewing
10:00 - Noon | Faith Formation Room



Daily Mass
9:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Kathy Williams Serocki †

THUR - 2

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer Group
6:30 - 9:00 pm | Faith Formation Room

OLL Train Dominoes
1:00 - 3:30 pm | Faith Formation Room

Transformation Tables
5:30 - 6:30 pm | Faith Formation Room

Epic: A Journey Through Church History
6:30 - 8:00 pm | Heritage Room

Adoration
9:30 - 7:00 pm | Chapel

Anglo Charismatic Prayer Group
11:00 - 12:30 pm | Adoration Chapel

Knights of Columbus Meeting
6:30 - 8:00 pm | Faith Formation Room

FRI - 3 First Friday Mass
10:00 am | Church

Mass Intention for Ed Mullaney †

Women's Welcome Gathering w/Snacks
6:30 - 9:30 pm | Heritage Room

SAT - 4 Ministry Leaders Brunch
9:30 - 11:30 am | Faith Formation Room

JAN 28
- FEB 3

http://ollbranson.com/parish-calendar
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online
https://ollbranson.com/mass-intentions-online


For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the
body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. |  1 Corinthians 12:12

P A R I S H  L I F E

Click here to see shift times and to sign up! 

https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/signup/110923
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/signup/110923
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/signup/110923
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/signup/110923
mailto:office@ollbranson.com


https://ucdir.com/


https://ucdir.com/
https://ucdir.com/
https://ucdir.com/


C L I C K  H E R E  T O  J O I N
This is our story, our family. As Catholics, we
are the inheritors of holy men and women
who over two thousand years built a great

civilization and spread the gospel
throughout the world. The history of the

Church is not just the recitation of popes and
saints; it is a story of adventure, intrigue,

rebellion, reform, and devotion.

Sunday mornings 9:15 - 10:15 am
Faith Formation Room

downstairs of the church

January 29 Topic:
Early Christian Views of Jesus

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  J O I N

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/epic-a-journey-through-church-history
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/CoffeeandChrist
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/CoffeeandChrist
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/EpicAJourneyThro
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/EpicAJourneyThro
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/EpicAJourneyThro
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/CoffeeandChrist
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/CoffeeandChrist
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/note/19897038
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/TheChosen


RCIA
R I T E  O F  C H R I S T I A N  I N I T I A T O N  O F  A D U L T S

O U R  L A D Y  O F  T H E  L A K E

RCIA meets on Wednesdays in
the Heritage Room from 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Email Lorry Davis at
office@ollbranson.com
for more information

All Parishioners are invited to
attend any of the RCIA sessions! 

OLLBranson.com
Resources

Hallow App

iBreviary App

Laudate App

Looking for Mass Readings?

Here are some ideas! Collections
Through

January 22, 2023

$33,957.39Envelopes:

$2,901.91Plate:

$6,857.17Green Envelopes:

$42,716.47Total:

mailto:office@ollbranson.com
https://ollbranson.flocknote.com/signup/45950


Until the 1930s, the Catholic Church was not alone in its opposition to contraceptives. In the
Christian tradition, birth control had long been associated with promiscuity and adultery, and
resolutely condemned. When presented with this perspective, most Catholics can understand
why the Church says using birth control is a sin. But why does the Church, the Magisterium,
also forbid married couples from using artificial contraception? Well, it’s complicated.

Catholic moral theology has consistently condemned contraception because it prevents the
greater good which God desires for his people – which is to be open to life, “to be fruitful and
multiply. Most Catholics agree with God’s desires, but they also believe that married couples
using birth control is not a sin against God’s will. Couples believe contraceptives provide a
practical and respectful way of family planning. Desiring to manage the number of children
with the promise of raising them in the faith seems like a reasonable choice that the Church
should embrace.

Let’s look at the history. History shows that contraception has been around since God knows
when. The first Christians knew about contraception and likely practiced it. Egyptian, Hebrew,
Greek, and Roman texts discuss well-known contraceptive practices, ranging from the
withdrawal method to the use of crocodile dung, dates, and honey to block or kill semen.

The first Christian theologians condemned contraception because of cultural practices and
social pressures. Their opposition to contraception was in part a reaction to heretic teachings
from groups, such as the Gnostics and Manichees, who rebutted Church teachings and its
authority. And many theologians assumed that those who practiced contraception were
“fornicators” and “prostitutes.”

Theologians believe that the main purpose of marriage was producing offspring. While sex
within marriage was not itself considered a sin, pleasure in sex was. Saint Augustine (4th
century), who himself had a child outside of marriage before his conversion, characterized the
sexual act between spouses as immoral self-indulgence if the couple tried to prevent
conception.

However, the Church had little to say about contraception for many centuries. Most penitence
manuals from the Middle Ages, which directed priests what types of sins to ask parishioners
about, did not even mention contraception. 

It was not until 1588 that Pope Sixtus V took the strongest stance against contraception when
he issued his papal bull, “Effraenatam.” He ordered all Church and civil penalties for ‘homicide’
to be brought against those who practiced contraception. However, both Church and civil
authorities refused to enforce his orders, and the laity essentially ignored them. In fact, three
years after Sixtus’s death, the next pope, Pope Gregory XIV, revoked Effraenatum and told the
faithful to treat it as if it had never been issued.

In the next Hey Deacon, I will fast forward to the 19th century to conclude this conversation.

Hey Deacon!
 

Why is artificial birth control a no-no in Catholic teaching?

http://ollbranson.com/parish-blog
https://www.ladyofthelakeparish.org/parish-blog
https://www.ladyofthelakeparish.org/parish-blog


OLL Train
Leaves the Station

Thursday,
 Feb. 2nd at 1:00pm

Hop Aboard!
Don’t Miss Out on the Fun!

First & Third Thursdays
of Each Month

Lower Level of the Church

Come share in the fun of Punxsutawney Phil (since 1887) and OLL Train. The big table discussion could
be the weather! Looking forward to enjoying your company on Thursday afternoon! Remember we

share GREAT snacks! Thanks to all those who bring the goodies!!!

B & O Railroad:
Big Winner - Paula  / Small Winner - Joyce

Short Line Railroad:
Big Winner – Anne Marie / Small Winner – Steve

Pennsylvania Railroad:
Big Winner - Dave / Small Winner - Carl

Reading Railroad:
Big Winner - Julianne / Small Winner - Mary

February 2nd is Ground Hog’s Day… in the United States and Canada,
it is the day on which the emergence of the groundhog (woodchuck)
from its burrow is said to foretell the weather for the following six
weeks. The beginning of February, which falls roughly halfway
between the winter solstice and the spring equinox, has long been a
significant time of the year in many cultures. Among the Celts, for
example, it was the time of Imbolc, observed in anticipation of the
birth of farm animals and the planting of crops, and February 2 is also
the date of the Christian festival of Candlemas, also called the feast of
the Purification of the Blessed Virgin. 

During the Middle Ages, there arose the belief that animals
such as the badger and the bear interrupted their hibernation
to appear on this day. If the day was sunny and the animal saw
its shadow, six more weeks of winter weather remained. If,
however, the day was cloudy, it was a sign that the weather
during the following weeks would be mild, leading to an early
spring. German immigrants to the United States carried the
legend with them, and in Pennsylvania, the groundhog came
to be substituted for the badger.

What!!! You know nothing about Mexican Train. The object of the game is for a player to play all the
dominoes from his or her hand onto one or more chains, or "trains", emanating from a central hub

or "station". The game's most popular name comes from a special open train that belongs to all
players. Click for OLL Train rules. 

 

Pinochle is a great card game and you can join in the fun on the Second and Fourth Thursdays of
the month in the Faith Formation Room at 1:00pm. Feel free to invite your Pinochle friends! If you

haven’t played in a while or would like to learn how to play this is your opportunity!!!  
 

Plan to stop by and join in the fellowship with either or both fun groups! 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/29655/documents/2022/2/OLL%20Train%20Rules.pdf
https://files.ecatholic.com/29655/documents/2022/2/OLL%20Train%20Rules.pdf?t=1645811359000


OLL Healing Bereavement Ministry 

“Our goal is never to “get over” our grief. We get over a cold, but we get through grief. We
learn to adapt to a new environment in which our loved one is not physically with us. We learn

to integrate what this loss means to us. We gradually learn to move forward, with an
understanding that we can be more, despite having less.” From Grieving with Great Hope

 

The group meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm in the lower level of the church. If you need
additional information, the next gathering date or would like to know more, please call the

parish office at 417-334-2928 with your contact information and Joyce Arnold will call you. Or
email office@ollbranson.com.

The goal of this group is to discover that you are not
alone. To listen and talk with others, to find a safe place

to say your loved one's name with less sorrow. 

Welcome is a two-day renewal weekend unlike any you have attended. Parishioners
share with one another ways they have found meaning, hope, peace, and love in
their lives through Christ. The experience is personal, inspirational, and fulfilling.

Women's Welcome Retreat
Our Lady of the Lake in Branson, MO

July 22 and 23, 2023

SCAN TO REGISTER

OR GO TO:
OLLBRANSON.COM/WOMENS-WELCOME-RETREAT

mailto:office@ollbranson.com
https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat
https://ollbranson.com/womens-welcome-retreat


If you ever have a question about any request,
please call the office to verify. 417-334-2928

Secure emails from the parish, diocese, and your
staff end in @ollbranson.com or @dioscg.org
or are from mail@flocknote.com

Scam Alert
Please be aware that someone has been sending
emails to our parishioners posing at Fr. J or Fr. Nick
asking for help, gift cards, or financial assistance. 

When our Pastors/Bishop make a formal request
for funds, it is always for a project or campaign for
the parish/diocese that has been announced in
Mass, on the website, and in the bulletin.



https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1128158
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1128158
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1128158


D I O C E S A N  N E W S
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. | Proverbs 27:17

Diocese of
Springfield

Cape-Girardeau's
Calendar



https://catholicconference.men/


http://www.wwme.org/


https://www.foryourmarriage.org/


Knights'   Corner  ~  Council   6470

Interested in becoming a Knight?
Contact the church office for contact information, or go online @

kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html

If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together. | 1 Corinthians 12:26

C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html


Meeting Reminder
Don't forget, our membership meetings are held every first Thursday in 

the Faith Formation Room in the Church, Rosary starting @ 6:30pm, mtg @ 7pm.
 

If you haven't been to a meeting in a while don't worry, 
you'll still fit right in, and you're always welcome.

 
Don't forget!  The Larry Konzen Social is on after the meetings too!

Food Drive Update

As of 12/14/22 Our Lady of the Lake has donated over
1070 lbs of food and $525 to the Salvation Army Food

Pantry for the Fraternal year 7/1/22 - 6/30/23.
 

Did you know the Salvation Army can buy food 
at just $0.18 per pound? Obviously this makes

monetary contributions more effective.
 

Just a reminder that for every 1000 lbs of food AND for
every $500 donated, K of C donate $100 to the pantry,

up to $500 each from the K of C annually.

Want to make a monetary contribution to the Salvation Army Food Panty
through the Knights of Columbus to help reach the bonus gift from the K of C?

Make checks payable to:
K of C Council 6470

Memo: S. A. Food Pantry

Send checks to:
Knights of Columbus S. A. Food Pantry: Our Lady of the Lake 

203 Vaughn Dr. Branson, MO. 65616



https://give5program.org/


https://give5program.org/


https://give5program.org/


RESOURCES

Haga clic aquí para
el boletín en español

Vamos a Misa
Jesús te espera

Click here to
Make a Prayer Request

How can we pray for you? Your
prayer request will be sent to Our
Lady of the Lake's email prayer chain.

Follow us on Social Media

Click here to
Contact Parish Staff

Click here for
Mass Times & Reconciliation

Zep 2:3; 3:12-13
Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10

1 Cor 1:26-31
Mt 5:1-12a

Click here for
Daily Mass Readings

Click here for a 
Weekly Reflection

As much as we all might like a hassle-free
life, for the person of faith, the Beatitudes

are markers of when God slips into our
consciousness. They are life’s doorways to a

deepening sense of God-with-us.

Click here for a Q & A

At Mass, why does the priest
put a part of the consecrated

host into the chalice?
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P L E A S E  S U P P O R T
O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S

https://www.steaknshake.com/locations/?q=branson+mo
http://skaggsfoundation.org/
https://www.snapp-bearden.com/
https://www.kofc.org/
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16479


http://pinegarbranson.com/
http://ceciliassamplers.com/
https://www.hcwrealty.com/
mailto:MCSinBranson@aol.com
https://greenlawnfuneralhome.com/location/greenlawn-funeral-home-branson/
http://nvnailsbranson.com/
http://hiltonsofbranson.com/


http://www.cantwell-law.com/
http://macadoodles.com/Branson
http://bransonpetals.com/
http://lakesidetireandwheel.com/
http://allhandsondeckshow.com/
http://harterhouse.com/
http://sugarleaftreats.com/
http://facebook.com/Heiss.SelfStorage


Any suspected or known abuse of a minor must first be immediately reported to the Missouri Child
Abuse and Neglect Hotline 800-392-3738 or 844-CAN-TELL; or for suspected or known abuse of

vulnerable or eligible adults, the Missouri Adult Abuse and Neglect Hotline 800-392-0210.

Advertise With Us!
 

Call 417-334-2928 x 101 or click here!

http://etsy.com/shop/ollgifts
mailto:Master.Tile.MO@gmail.com
mailto:office@ollbranson.com

