
THE DISCIPLES RUNNING TO THE SEPULCHRE

by Eugene Burnand (d. 1921)

VICTIMAE PASCHALI

CHRISTIANS, to the Paschal Victim offer your

thankful praises! A Lamb the sheep redeems:

Christ, who only is sinless, reconciles sinners to

the Father. Death and life have contended in

that combat stupendous: the Prince of life, who

died, reigns immortal. Speak, Mary, declaring

what you saw, wayfaring. "The tomb of Christ,

who is living, the glory of Jesus' resurrection;

bright angels attesting, the shroud and napkin

resting. Yes, my Christ my hope is arisen: to

Galilee he goes before you." Christ indeed from

death is risen, our new life obtaining. Have

mercy, victor King, ever reigning! Amen.

Alleluia
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Sunday ...................................... 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires

Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

CHRIST IS RISEN!

Why do you seek the living one among the dead? He is not here, but he

has been raised. —Luke 24:5-7

The first excerpt below is from a sermon by St Augustine

(d. 430). Echoing St Paul—"Let me not boast except in the

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal 6:14)—he says, "Let us,

too, glory in the cross of the Lord." The second excerpt is

the whole of St John Chrysostom's (d. 407, Archbishop and

Patriarch of Constantinople) Paschal Homily. So revered is

the homily—a majestic and soaring proclamation of

Christ's resurrection: Christ has triumphed over

evil/death!—, that it is read aloud each year on Easter

Sunday in both Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholic

churches. 



THE PASSION of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the

hope of glory and a lesson in patience. What may not the

hearts of believers promise themselves as the gift of God's

grace, when for their sake God's only Son, co-eternal with

the Father, was not content only to be born as man from

human stock but even died at the hands of the men he had

created? 

It is a great thing that we are promised by the Lord;

but far greater is what has already been done for us, and

which we now commemorate. Where were the sinners,

what were they doing when Christ died for them? When

Christ has already given us the gift of his death, who is to

doubt that he will give the saints the gift of his own life?

Why does our human frailty hesitate to believe that

mankind will one day live with God? 

Who is Christ if not the Word of God: in the

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and

the Word was God? This power of himself to die for us: he

had to take from us our mortal flesh. This was the way in

which, though immortal, he was able to die; the way in

which he chose to give life to mortal men: he would first

share with us, and then enable us to share with him. Of

ourselves we had no power to live, nor did he of himself

have the power to die. 

Accordingly, he effected a wonderful exchange with

us, through mutual sharing: we gave him the power to die,

he will give us the power to live. 

The death of the Lord our God should not be a cause

of shame for us; rather, it should be our greatest hope, our

greatest glory. In taking upon himself the death that he

found in us, he has most faithfully promised to give us life

in him, such as we cannot have of ourselves. 

He loved us so much that, sinless himself, he suffered

for us sinners the punishment we deserved for our sins.

How then can he fail to give us the reward we deserve for

our righteousness, for he is the source of righteousness?

How can he, whose promises are true, fail to reward the

saints when he bore the punishment of sinners, though

without sin himself? 

Brethren, let us then fearlessly acknowledge, and even

openly proclaim, that Christ was crucified for us; let us

confess it, not in fear but in joy, not in shame but in glory. 

The apostle Paul saw Christ, and extolled his claim to

glory. He had many great and inspired things to say about

Christ, but he did not say that he boasted in Christ's

wonderful works: in creating the world, since he was God

with the Father, or in ruling the world, though he was also

a man like us. Rather, he said: Let me not boast except in

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

† † †

WHOSOEVER is pious and loves God, let him

enjoy this good and cheerful festival.

WHOSOEVER is a grateful servant, let him rejoice

and enter into the joy of the Lord. WHOSOEVER

is weary of fasting, let him now 

receive his earnings. WHOSOEVER has labored

from the first hour, let him today accept his just

reward. WHOSOEVER has come after the third

hour, let him with thanksgiving take part in the

celebration. WHOSOEVER has arrived after the

sixth hour, let him have no misgivings, for he too

shall suffer no loss. WHOSOEVER  has delayed

until the ninth hour, let him approach without

hesitation. WHOSOEVER has arrived only at the

eleventh hour, let him not fear the delay, for the

Master is gracious: He receives the last even as the

first; He gives rest to him that comes at the

eleventh hour, as well as to him that has labored

from the first; and to him that delayed He gives

mercy, and the first He restores to health; to the

one He gives, to the other He bestows. And He

accepts the works, and embraces the

contemplation; the deed He honors, and the

intention He commends.

Therefore let everyone enter into the joy of the

Lord. The first and the last, receive your wages.

Rich and poor, dance with each other. The

temperate and the slothful, honor this day. Ye who

have fasted and ye who have not, rejoice this day.

The table is fully laden; all of you delight in it. The

calf is plenteous, let no one depart hungry. Let

everyone enjoy this banquet of faith. Let everyone

take pleasure in the wealth of goodness. Let no one

lament his poverty, for the universal kingdom has

appeared. Let no one bewail for his transgressions,

for forgiveness has risen from the grave. 

Let no one fear death, for the Savior's death has set

us free. He who was held by death, eradicated

death. He plundered Hades when He descended

into Hades. He EMBITTERED it, when it tasted of

His flesh, and this being foretold by Isaiah when he

cried: Hades said it was EMBITTERED, when it

encountered Thee below. EMBITTERED, for it

was abolished. EMBITTERED, for it was ridiculed.

EMBITTERED, for it was put to death.

EMBITTERED, for it was dethroned.

EMBITTERED, for it was made captive. It received

a body and by chance came face to face with God.

It received earth and encountered heaven. It

received that which it could see, and was

overthrown by Him whom he could not see. 

Where, O death, is your sting? Where, O Hades is

your victory? CHRIST IS RISEN, and thou art cast

down. CHRIST IS RISEN, and the demons have

fallen. CHRIST IS RISEN, and the angels rejoice.

CHRIST IS RISEN, and life is liberated. CHRIST

IS RISEN, and no one remains dead in a tomb. For

Christ having risen from the dead, has become the

first-fruits of those that have fallen asleep. 

To Him be glory and power, for ever and ever.

Amen.



MASS INTENTIONS

Apr 3 (Sat), 7:30 PM Ginny Early - LIVING

INTENTION (req. by friends);

Frank & Mary Kebe (req. by

Dan Long)

Apr 4 (Sun), 8:00 AM Eugene Mooney & Al Porcaro

(req. by family)

Apr 4, 10:00 AM Sandra Marquis (req. by Paulette

& Bob Laurie); Anthony &

Helen Kebe (req. by Dan Long)

Apr 5 (Mon), 12:15 AM Louise Bitaldo (req. by the

Vaneck family)

Apr 7 (Wed), 12:15 AM Janet Mayo (req. by Aunt Helen)

Apr 8 (Thu), 12:15 Julian Kravitz (req. by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering

Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The

Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass

for their intention contribute to the good of the Church

and by that offering share its concern to support its

ministers and works" (945 §2).

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Apr 4, EASTER SUNDAY 

  8:00 AM | Mass

10:00 AM | Mass

  4:00 PM | Confessions (until 5:30 PM)

  6:00 PM | Mass

 Apr 5, EASTER MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Apr 6, EASTER TUESDAY

  8:00 AM | Red Cross Blood Drive

  7:00 PM | Scout Troop Meeting

Apr 7, EASTER WEDNESDAY

10:00 AM | Faith Sharing

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Apr 8, EASTER THURSDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Apr 9, EASTER FRIDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

DIVINE MERCY CELEBRATION

11 Apr, 2:00 PM

The parish will host a Divine Mercy celebration on 11

April (the week following Easter is DIVINE MERCY

SUNDAY) beginning at 2:00 PM. It will include adoration,

recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet, and veneration of

the Divine Mercy image.

From Saint [Sister] Faustina's Diary #699:

"Tell the whole world about My inconceivable

mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge

and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor

sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender

mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces

upon those souls who approach the fount of My

mercy."

RICE BOWLS

If you haven't had the opportunity to return

your Rice Bowl, please do so as soon as

possible.

— NOTICE —

We are moving the live stream of the Sunday 10:00

AM Mass from FACEBOOK to YOUTUBE. The

new link is posted at:

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

https://sjnnh.org

The 12:15 PM Daily Mass (M, W-F) will still be

posted to our FACEBOOK page:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

IN MEMORIAM

Donations for Easter Flower were made in memory

of: 

Joan and Anna Oleksa, George Ritz, Jennie Pinelle,

Ann McCann, Eugene and Albertine Martin, Paul

Martin, Paul and Alice Lowney, Russell and Edna

Durkee, Durkee and Lowney Family, Dr. William

Doherty, Dean Doherty, Edwin Lemire, Julia

Lemire, Roger Lemire, The Kelly Family, Joe

Cafaro, Jack Meltzer, Chuck Yorum, Jeryl Bacon,

Theresa Klumpp, Roy Klumpp, Billy Howell,

Clifford Wagner, Pauline Nadeau, Cafaro Family,

Kobak Family, Chuck Yoorum, Michaela

McLaughlin, Janet Wadlleigh, Elizabeth Hether,

Fr. Bernie Carger, George A. Ritz, May Jane Ritz,

Jennie Pinelle, McKee and Fagan Families, Lucille

DuBois, Joseph DuBois, Catherine Chaisson, Peter

Chaisson, Earl G. Stimson, Irene and Vic Fournier,

George A. Ritz, The Syseskey Family, The Krysiak

Family, Margaret Elizabeth Watson, Elizabeth

Anne Hannan, Michael Mercier, Mr. and Mrs.

Joesph Wezalis, Mr. and Mrs. Max Miosek, Mr.

and Mrs. Richard Wezalis, Mr. and Mrs. Richard

Riesel, Cyra Valdez, Victor Fuentes, Jean Gelinas,

Brigida Quintero, Carlos Mulino, Beatrice Lampin,

Thomas Mercier, Lawrence Fletcher, Elizabeth and

Roger Barney, Hanna Wojcicki, Stefan Wojcicki,

Michal ‘Pluta, Mietek Pluta, Lew Shack Ford,

Lurena Lemery, Raymond Lemery, Roland and

Carmel Arsenault, Lucie Berntsen, Mary McCann,

Michael McCann, Sister Marion Patrick, Sister



†

V. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

R/. And let perpetual light shine upon them.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in

peace. Amen.

 Joseph Gertrude, Sister Maria George, Richard K.

Allen, The Luke family, Silveira Family, Michaela

McLaughlin, Jeanne Strouse, Pat Ally, GGPa Ritz,

Joan B. Greene, John J. Greene, James H. Bowyer,

Fr. B. Carges, Claire Kling, Grace Ward, Edmund

Kling, Syseskey/Krysiak Families, Alice and Joe

Giordano, The Eno and Charbonneau Families,

Michaela McLaughlin, Larry Hardy, Rainy Lill,

Larry and Mary Boudreau and In Honor of Mike

for his help; Buskey Family, Healy Family, Justus

Family, Robert W. Kubiak, Dorothy J. Bowser,

Catherine Shea.

PARISH INFORMATION

WE LOVE BEING IN TOUCH WITH YOU! Now

you can keep in touch with us via email and/or text

messaging:

Visit > https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com

Text > "SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message and

data rates may apply)

Choose to get updates from parish groups you're

interested in. Unsubscribe anytime. 

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John Neumann

FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items

through AMAZON.COM. Go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your

charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is

donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD

PANTRY.

Q. How many resurrection appearances are

recounted in Scripture?

A. The four Gospels and the apostle Paul give

a unified witness of twelve resurrection

appearances:

1. To Mary Magdalene (Mk 16:9; Jn 20:



11-18).

2. To the other women (Mt 28:8-10).

3. To two disciples on the road to Emmaus

(Mk 16:12; Lk 24:13-35) and later the

same day to the eleven apostles.

4. To Peter (Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:3-5).

5. To the apostles, Thomas being absent (Lk

24:33-49; Jn 20:19-24).

6. To the apostles, with Thomas present, a

week later (Jn 20:24-29; 1 Cor 15:5).

7. To seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee (Jn

21:1-23).

8. To five hundred followers (1 Cor 15:6).

9. To James (1 Cor 15:7).

10. To the eleven apostles on the mountain-

top in Galilee (Mk 16:14-18; Mt

28:16-20).

11. To the apostles at the Ascension (Acts

1:3-12).

12. And to Paul on the road to Damascus

(Acts 9:1-27; 22:3-21; 26:12-18; and 1

Cor 15:3-8).

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114

cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111

candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT

Religious Education Secretary

tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

(603) 880-4689

dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net


