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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Sunday ...................................... 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

ON MERCY

Go and learn the meaning of the words, "I desire mercy, not sacrifice". —Mt 9:13

The excerpts below are from
sermons by SS. Gregory
Nazianzen (bishop, d. 390) and
Caesarius of Arles (bishop, d.
573) respectively. Both begin
with the words: "Blessed are the
merciful, because they shall
obtain mercy." Both exhort the
faithful to works of mercy, for it
is by the path of love that God
draws near to man, and man to
God. And the proof of love is in
the works (e.g., Corporal/
Spiritual Works of Mercy).
When it ceases to act it ceases to
exist. 

SHORTLY before his death, St
Francis of Assisi (d. 1226) wrote
his Testament. In it, he
attributed his conversion to his
work among lepers, a number of
whom lived outside Assisi: 

"God allowed me, to
begin my repentance in
this way: when I lived in
sin, seeing lepers was a
very bitter experience
for me. God himself
guided me into their
midst and among them I
performed acts of
charity. What [at first]
appeared bitter to me
became sweetness of the
soul and body." 

Robert Rossellini's 1950 film
The Flowers of St Francis
depicts a leper ringing a bell [as
was required] as he walks past a
building housing Francis and his
fellows. Roused, Francis follows
and quickly catches up with him.



He then embraces the leper. This scene—described as one
of the most appalling and thrilling scenes in all of Western
cinema—depicts Francis' realization that the more a person
is despised and abandoned, the more they resemble Christ
in his passion. To follow Christ, therefore, is to
embrace/assist those most abandoned and most in need. 

BLESSED are the merciful, because they shall
obtain mercy, says the Scripture. Mercy is not the
least of the beatitudes. Again: Blessed is he who is
considerate to the needy and the poor. Once more:
Generous is the man who is merciful and lends. In
another place: All day the just man is merciful and
lends. Let us lay hold of this blessing, let us earn
the name of being considerate, let us be generous.

Not even night should interrupt you in your
duty of mercy. Do not say: Come back and I will
give you something tomorrow. There should be no
delay between your intention and your good deed.
Generosity is the one thing that cannot admit of
delay.

Share your bread with the hungry, and bring
the needy and the homeless into your house, with a
joyful and eager heart. He who does acts of mercy
should do so with cheerfulness. The grace of a
good deed is doubled when it is done with
promptness and speed. What is given with a bad
grace or against one's will is distasteful and far
from praiseworthy.

When we perform an act of kindness we
should rejoice and not be sad about it. If you undo
the shackles and the thongs, says Isaiah, that is, if
you do away with miserliness and counting the
cost, with hesitation and grumbling, what will be
the result? Something great and wonderful! What a
marvelous reward there will be: Your light will
break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
rise up quickly. Who would not aspire to light and
healing.

If you think that I have something to say,
servants of Christ, his brethren and co-heirs, let us
visit Christ whenever we may; let us care for him,
feed him, clothe him, welcome him, honor him,
not only at a meal, as some have done, or by
anointing him, as Mary did, or only by lending him
a tomb, like Joseph of Arimathaea, or by arranging
for his burial, like Nicodemus, who loved Christ
half-heartedly, or by giving him gold, frankincense
and myrrh, like the Magi before all these others.
The Lord of all asks for mercy, not sacrifice, and
mercy is greater than myriads of fattened lambs.
Let us then show him mercy in the persons of the
poor and those who today are lying on the ground,
so that when we come to leave this world they may
receive us into everlasting dwelling places, in
Christ our Lord himself, to whom be glory for ever
and ever. Amen. 

BLESSED are the merciful, for they shall receive
mercy. My brothers and sisters, sweet is the
thought of mercy, but even more so is mercy itself.
It is what all men hope for, but unfortunately, not
what all men deserve. For while all men wish to
receive it, only a few are willing to give it. 

How can a man ask for himself what he refuses
to give to another? If he expects to receive any
mercy in heaven, he should give mercy on earth.
Do we all desire to receive mercy? Let us make
mercy our patroness now, and she will free us in
the world to come. Yes, there is mercy in heaven,
but the road to it is paved by our merciful acts on
earth. As Scripture says: Lord, your mercy is in
heaven. 

There is, therefore, an earthly as well as
heavenly mercy, that is to say, a human and a
divine mercy. Human mercy has compassion on the
miseries of the poor. Divine mercy grants
forgiveness of sins. Whatever human mercy
bestows her on earth, divine mercy will return to
us in our homeland. In this life God feels cold and
hunger in all who are stricken with poverty; for,
remember, he once said: What you have done to
the least of my brothers you have done to me. Yes,
God who sees fit to give his mercy in heaven
wishes it to be a reality here on earth. 

What kind of people are we? When God gives,
we wish to receive, but when he begs, we refuse to
give. Remember, it was Christ who said: I was
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat. When the
poor are starving, Christ too hungers. Do not
neglect to improve the unhappy conditions of the
poor, if you wish to ensure that your own sins be
forgiven you. Christ hungers now, my brethren; it
is he who deigns to hunger and thirst in the
persons of the poor. And what he will return in
heaven tomorrow is what he receives her on earth
today. 

What do you wish for, what do you pray for,
my dear brothers and sisters, when you come to
church? Is it mercy? How can it be anything else?
Show mercy, then, while you are on earth, and
mercy will be shown to you in heaven. A poor
person asks you for something; you ask God for
something. He begs for a morsel of food; you beg
for eternal life. Give to the beggar so that you may
merit to receive from Christ. For he it is who says:
Give and it will be given to you. It baffles me that
you have the impudence to ask for what you do
not want to give. Give when you come to church.
Give to the poor. Give them whatever your
resources will allow.

MASS INTENTIONS

Apr 17 (Sat), 5:30 PM Joseph DuBois (req. by
daughter)



Apr 18 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners
Apr 18, 10:00 AM Matthew Harris (req. by

Andrea & Brian Lester); Fred
& Lorraine Parkhurst (req. by
Laurie family)

Apr 22 (Thu), 12:15 PM Eugene Mooney & Al Porcaro
(req. by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the
Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the
Church and by that offering share its concern to support
its ministers and works" (945 §2).

WEEKLY CALENDAR

17 Apr, THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

  8:00 AM | Mass
10:00 AM | Mass
11:00 AM | K-5th Grade Faith Formation
  4:00 PM | Confessions (until 5:30 PM)
  6:00 PM | Mass
  7:00 PM | Adoration (until 8:00 PM)
  7:00 PM | LIFETEEN (High School)

 18 Apr, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | EDGE (Middle School)

19 Apr, TUESDAY

  7:00 PM | Scout Meeting

20 Apr, WEDNESDAY

10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

21 Apr, THURSDAY

10:00 AM | "Blessed Is She" Women's Group
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  6:00 PM | Finance Committee Meeting

22 Apr, FRIDAY (Day of Penance)

10:00 AM | Food Pantry (until 12:30)
12:15 PM | Daily Mass (followed by Adoration)

23 Apr, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Outdoor Mass
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Mass

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

RICE BOWLS

If you haven't had the opportunity to return your
Rice Bowl, please do so as soon as possible.

— NOTICE —

We are moving the live stream of the Sunday
10:00 AM Mass from FACEBOOK to YOUTUBE. 

The new link is posted at:

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live
https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh
https://sjnnh.org

The 12:15 PM Daily Mass (M, W-F) will still be
posted to our FACEBOOK page:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

CCNH ANNUAL APPEAL

Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me. —(Mt 25:40

This weekend—Apr 17/18—Catholic Charities NH
(CCNH) comes to our parish to solicit our
financial support. COVID precautions did not
allow for the appeal in 2020. 

Your financial support helps Catholic Charities
provide support and services for those most in
need. 8.2% NH residents live in poverty. 1-in-5
NH children are growing up in low-income
households. You can change everything by
supporting the CCNH Annual Appeal. A sampling
of what CCNH offers: COUNSELING SERVICES:
Individual, couples’ and family counseling that
helps people increase their self-esteem and
strengthen skills that build and sustain healthy
relationships and healthy families. PARISH &
COMMUNITY SERVICES: Strengthening
communities and bringing people together to move
lives forward. Services include case management,
education, support groups and emergency
assistance. OUR PLACE: Empowering young
parents to make positive changes in their lives for
the benefit of their children, their families and
themselves.

a

"NEW" CATHOLIC CHARITIES
ONLINE SUPPORT GROUP

Divorce/separation can be an uncomfortable and
often misunderstood topic, and for those directly
impacted, a painful process with many questions
often left unanswered. Catholic Charities NH will
be hosting its next online support group,
"DIVORCE/SEPARATION: WHY ME? WHAT
CAN I DO?" for those navigating the divorce
process or trying to find their way afterward.
Participants will learn more about the dynamics of
divorce, better understand their options, learn
helpful coping strategies, and support others on the
same journey. The program will be held via Zoom
for six consecutive Wednesdays (at noon) starting 

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live/
https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live/
https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh


April 21. To register, call (603) 752-1325 or visit:
www.cc-nh.org/supportgroup.

PARISH INFORMATION

WE LOVE BEING IN TOUCH WITH YOU! Now
you can keep in touch with us via email and/or text
messaging:

Visit > https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
Text > "SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message and
data rates may apply)

Choose to get updates from parish groups you're
interested in. Unsubscribe anytime. 

WIDOW/WIDOWERS GROUP

We meet the 2nd Saturday of the month in Room
#3 (or the Parish Hall during COVID) at 9:30
AM. For more info, please contact Tricia Mroz at
(603) 494-2517. We are here:

• To provide emotional, spiritual and practical
support to the Men and Women who have lost
a spouse or significant other.

• To directly offer education and other services
to the widowed and their families during the
grieving period following this catastrophic
loss;

• To connect survivors to essential resources
conducive to positive growth.

ST. GIANNA'S PLACE
Londonderry, NH

ST. GIANNA'S PLACE is looking for a part-time
RESIDENT ASSISTANT (to stay overnight at our
home on Saturday nights) and part-time
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (Monday, Friday
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM). For more information visit
www.StGiannasPlace.org. Inquiries may be
directed to St Gianna's Place (603) 521-8440.

"St Gianna's Place offers a transitional home and
God’s healing to pregnant women and their
children. We honor the dignity of God-given life
from the moment of fertilization. We foster
confidence and independence in a nurturing and
safe environment."

FACILITATOR COUPLES NEEDED

The DIOCESE OF MANCHESTER is seeking part
time Facilitator Couples for our Diocesan



ENGAGED COUPLE COURSES, which may occur
remotely or in-person. Couples married at least
five years are encouraged to apply for these
positions; training will be provided. Couples will
collaborate to lead positive, formative weekend
experiences for engaged couples based on
Ascension Press' JOY-FILLED MARRIAGE
program. Interested parties may visit the following
link for more information and the Full Job
Description: www.catholicnh.org/employment. 

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John Neumann
FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items
through AMAZON.COM. Go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tom Davis, Grand Knight
gk10896@comcast.net
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