
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the

right hand of the Father. —Catechism of the Catholic

Church #659 

"So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to

them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down

at the right hand of God" [Mk 16:19]. Christ's

body was glorified at the moment of his

Resurrection, as proved by the new and

supernatural properties it subsequently and

permanently enjoys [cf. Lk 24:31; Jn 20:19,

26]. But during the forty days when he eats

and drinks familiarly with his disciples and

teaches them about the kingdom, his glory

remains veiled under the appearance of

ordinary humanity [cf. Acts 1:3; 10:41; Mk

16:12; Lk 24:15; Jn 20:14-15; 21:4]. Jesus'

final apparition ends with the irreversible entry

of his humanity into divine glory, symbolized

by the cloud and by heaven, where he is seated

from that time forward at God's right hand.
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Sunday ...................................... 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

THE ASCENSION

The one who descended is also the one who ascended far above all the

heavens, that he might fill all things. —Eph 4:10

The following is an excerpt from Pope Benedict XVI's

homily on the Solemnity of the Ascension, 24 May 2009.



DEAR Brothers and Sisters, "You shall receive power when

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to

the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). With these words, Jesus

took his leave of the Apostles, as we heard in the First

Reading. Immediately afterwards the sacred Author adds

that "as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud

took him out of their sight" (Acts 1:9). This is the mystery

of the Ascension that we are celebrating today. But what do

the Bible and the Liturgy wish to tell us by saying that Jesus

"was lifted up"? We cannot understand the meaning of

these words from a single text or from a single book of the

New Testament but rather by listening attentively to the

whole of Sacred Scripture. In fact the verb "to lift up" was

originally used in the Old Testament and refers to royal

enthronement. Thus Christ's Ascension means in the first

place the enthronement of the Crucified and Risen Son of

Man, the manifestation of God's kingship over the world.

However, there is an even deeper meaning that is not

immediately perceptible. In the passage from the Acts of the

Apostles it is said first that Jesus was "lifted up" (v. 9) and

then it says "taken up" (v. 11). The event is not described as

a journey to on high but rather as an action of the power of

God who introduces Jesus into the space of closeness to the

Divine. The presence of the cloud that "took him out of

their sight" (v. 9), recalls a very ancient image of Old

Testament theology and integrates the account of the

Ascension into the history of God with Israel, from the

cloud of Sinai and above the tent of the Covenant in the

desert, to the luminous cloud on the mountain of the

Transfiguration.

To present the Lord wrapped in clouds calls to mind

once and for all the same mystery expressed in the

symbolism of the phrase, "seated at the right hand of God".

In Christ ascended into Heaven, the human being has

entered into intimacy with God in a new and unheard-of

way; man henceforth finds room in God for ever.

"Heaven": this word Heaven does not indicate a place

above the stars but something far more daring and sublime:

it indicates Christ himself, the divine Person who welcomes

humanity fully and for ever, the One in whom God and

man are inseparably united for ever. Man's being in God,

this is Heaven. And we draw close to Heaven, indeed, we

enter Heaven to the extent that we draw close to Jesus and

enter into communion with him. For this reason today's

Solemnity of the Ascension invites us to be in profound

communion with the dead and Risen Jesus, invisibly present

in the life of each one of us.

In this perspective we understand why the Evangelist

Luke says that after the Ascension the disciples returned to

Jerusalem "with great joy" (Lk 24:52). Their joy stems from

the fact that what had happened was not really a

separation, the Lord's permanent absence: on the contrary,

they were then certain that the Crucified-Risen One was

alive and that in him God's gates, the gates of eternal life,

had been opened to humanity for ever. In other words, his

Ascension did not imply a temporary absence from the

world but rather inaugurated the new, definitive and

insuppressible form of his presence by virtue of his

participation in the royal power of God. It was to be up to

them, the disciples emboldened by the power of the Holy

Spirit, to make his presence visible by their witness,

preaching and missionary zeal. The Solemnity of the Lord's

Ascension must also fill us with serenity and enthusiasm,

just as it did the Apostles who set out again from the Mount

of Olives "with great joy". Like them, we too, accepting the

invitation of the "two men in dazzling apparel", must not

stay gazing up at the sky, but, under the guidance of the

Holy Spirit must go everywhere and proclaim the saving

message of Christ's death and Resurrection. His very words,

with which the Gospel according to St Matthew ends,

accompany and comfort us: "and lo, I am with you always,

to the close of the age" (Mt 28:19).

Dear brothers and sisters, the historical character of the

mystery of Christ's Resurrection and Ascension helps us to

recognize and understand the transcendent condition of the

Church which was not born and does not live to

compensate for the absence of her Lord who has

"disappeared" but on the contrary finds the reason for her

existence and mission in the invisible presence of Jesus, a

presence working through the power of his Spirit. In other

words, we might say that the Church does not carry out the

role of preparing for the return of an "absent" Jesus, but, on

the contrary, lives and works to proclaim his "glorious

presence" in a historical and existential way. Since the day

of the Ascension, every Christian community has advanced

on its earthly pilgrimage toward the fulfilment of the

messianic promises, fed by the word of God and nourished

by the Body and Blood of her Lord. This is the condition of

the Church, the Second Vatican Council recalls, as she "

"presses forward amid the persecutions of the world and the

consolations of God', announcing the Cross and death of

the Lord until he comes" (Lumen Gentium LG 8).

Brothers and sisters of this beloved diocesan

community, today's Solemnity urges us to consolidate our

faith in the Real Presence of Jesus in history: without him

we can do nothing effective in our life or our apostolate. It

is he, as the Apostle Paul recalls in the Second Reading,

whose "gifts were that some should be apostles, some

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for

the equipment of the saints, for the work of ministry, for

building up the Body of Christ", that is, the Church. And

this is in order that we "attain to the unity of the faith and

of the knowledge of the Son of God" (Eph 4:11-13), since

the common vocation of one and all is to form "one body

and one spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that

belongs to your call" (Eph 4:41). My Visit today fits into

this perspective. As your Pastor noted, its purpose is to

encourage you "to build, found and rebuild" your diocesan

community ceaselessly on Christ. How? St Benedict himself

points out the way to us in his Rule when he recommends

that we prefer nothing to Christ: Christo nihil omnino

praeponere (Rule LXII, 11).

MASS INTENTIONS

May 8 (Sat), 5:30 PM Ginny Early - LIVING

INTENTION (req. by



friends)

May 9 (Sun), 10:00 AM Mary Ann Warpinski (by Jackie

Kemph); Bobby Ritter, Jr. (req. by

Doughlas A. Davidson, Sr.)

May 9, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners

May 12, 12:15 PM Frank & Elsie Cirrone (req.

by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of

offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient:

"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the

Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the

Church and by that offering share its concern to support

its ministers and works" (945 §2).

WEEKLY CALENDAR

 9 May, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

  8:00 AM | Mass

10:00 AM | Mass

  4:00 PM | Confessions (until 5:30 PM)

  6:00 PM | Mass

  7:00 PM | Adoration (until 8:00 PM)

10 May, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

11 May, TUESDAY

  8:00 AM | Red Cross Blood Drive (until 1:30 PM)

  7:00 PM | Scout Meeting

12 May, WEDNESDAY

10:00 AM | Faith Sharing

12:15 PM | Daily Mass (Wed, 6th Week of            

          Easter)

  5:30 PM | *HOLY DAY VIGIL MASS

 13 May, *ASCENSION THURSDAY 

10:00 AM | "Blessed Is She" Women's Group

12:15 PM | *HOLY DAY MASS

  4:00 PM | *OUTDOOR HOLY DAY MASS

  7:00 PM | *HOLY DAY MASS

14 May, FRIDAY (Day of Penance)

10:00 AM | Food Pantry (until 12:30)

12:15 PM | Daily Mass (followed by Adoration)

15 May, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM  | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)

  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)

  4:00 PM | Outdoor Mass

  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Mass

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Holy Day of Obligation

ASCENSION THURSDAY

12 May (Wed, Vigil) .................................. 5:30 PM

13 May (Thu, Holy Day) ......................... 12:15 PM

13 May (Outdoor) ..................................... 4:00 PM

13 May ...................................................... 7:00 PM

BLESSED IS SHE WOMEN'S GROUP

This group of women meets Thursday mornings at

10:00 to grow deeper in faith through friendship,

conversation, and shared reading. Our next session

will be from May 27-September 9. We'll be reading

The Women of the Bible Speak: The Wisdom of 16

Women and Their Lessons for Today by Shannon

Bream. If you are interested in joining us, we

would be delighted to welcome you! Please contact

Claire Bryson at cbryson@sjnnh.org.

Saint Christopher Academy

TEACHER FAIR

Saint Christopher Academy is growing and looking

for teachers to join their joy-filled community! The

Academy will hold its second drop-in Spring

TEACHER FAIR on Thursday, May 13 from 5:00

to 7:30 PM at their upper campus (6 Bartlett Ave,

Nashua, NH). The Academy is particularly in need

of full-time teachers for grades 4-8, daily and long

term substitutes, and after care teachers. During the

TEACHER FAIR, candidates will participate in an

informal mini-interview with the principal and

meet faculty and staff. Candidates are encouraged

to download and complete the Diocesan Teacher

Application at: https://www.catholicnh.org/

schools/resources/schools-employment/ prior to the

TEACHER FAIR and also bring along supporting

credentials such as teaching accreditation,

transcripts, and letters of recommendation.

SJN PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

Do you feel the Lord is calling you? Can you help?

The SJN Parish Council is looking for a few more

members since some of the current member's terms

(3-year) are complete. Please consider helping

discern the needs of the parish. The behind-the-

scenes ministry takes only a few hours each month

(the council does not meet during the Summer

months), and can make a positive impact on the

entire parish. Your parish needs you!

A representative of the Parish Council will be on

hand after every Mass in the foyer if you are

interested. You can also email Steve and Lisa

DeBernadinis at: thedfamily4nh@gmail.com.

SAINT ANDREW DINNERS

Have you ever thought about the Priesthood? St.

Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear Jesus'



call to follow Him. If you are a young man

considering a vocation to the priesthood or who

would simply like some help hearing the Lord's call

in your life, join us for two upcoming ST.

ANDREW DINNERS featuring a delicious meal,

witness from one of our two newly ordained

priests, Fr. Josh Livingston and Fr. Ryan Amazeen,

prayer, and conversation:

 

May 17 (Monday), 6:00 PM

ST. MARTIN CHURCH

(120 Maple St., Somersworth)

For additional information and/or to RSVP, please

contact: Fr. Charles Pawlowski, Assistant Director

of Vocations cpawlowski@rcbm.org or (603)

448-1262.

RICE BOWLS

If you haven't had the opportunity to return your

Rice Bowl, please do so as soon as possible.

— NOTICE —

The 10:00 AM SUNDAY MASS is live streamed

on YOUTUBE. To find our channel, search for

"SJN Merrimack NH Mass". Or, go to:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfkbhzv4yg9

mUOnwnJ5dNvA

The 12:15 PM DAILY MASS (Mon, Wed-Fri) is

posted to our FACEBOOK page:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

PARISH INFORMATION

WE LOVE BEING IN TOUCH WITH YOU! Now

you can keep in touch with us via email and/or text

messaging:

Visit > https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com

Text > "SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message and

data rates may apply)

Choose to get updates from parish groups you're

interested in. Unsubscribe anytime. 

CCNH ANNUAL APPEAL

The annual Catholic Charities NH (CCNH)

Appeal was three weeks. Our financial support

helps Catholic Charities NH provide support/

services for those most in need. We are all asked,

 



according to our means, to support CCNH's

mission to help those most in need. Whatever

financial help we can offer is deeply appreciated!

Information about CCNH and donation envelopes

can be found in the church foyer.

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John

Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you

purchase items through AMAZON.COM. Go

to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your

charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is

donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD

PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114

cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111

candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT

Religious Education Secretary

tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

(603) 880-4689

dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net


