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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) ............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ..................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) ... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) ............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

BROTHER CREATURES

Ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and
they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the
fish in the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that the
hand of the LORD has done this? —Job 2:7-10

The first excerpt below is from an early Life of St Francis
of Assisi (d. 1226). It recounts how St Francis preached to
the birds. The
second excerpt
recounts how St
Francis converted
the ferocious wolf
of Gubbio.

SAINT FRANCIS
raised his eyes and
saw a few trees by
the side of the
road, on which
there were an
almost infinite
multitude of
birds; St Francis
marveled at that
and said to his
companions: "You
will wait for me
here in the road,
and I will go
preach to my little sisters the birds." And he went into the
field and started to preach to the birds that were on the
ground; and suddenly those that were on
the trees came to him all together and
stayed still, while St Francis finished
preaching, and even then they did not leave
until he had given him his blessing. And



according to what Brother Masseo later recounted to
Brother Jacopo of Massa, while St Francis walked amidst
them, touching them with his cape, not one of them so
much as moved. The gist of St Francis' preaching was this:
"My little sister birds, you are very dear to God your
creator, and always and in every place you must praise
him, seeing that he has given you the freedom of flying in
every place; and he has given you as well a double and
triple coat of clothing; and right after that, because he
saved your seed in Noah's ark, that your race may not
decrease in the world; and again, you are held fast to him
by the element of air that he has given over to you.
Furthermore, you neither sow nor reap, and God feeds
you and gives you rivers and springs for your drink, and
gives you the mountains and the valleys for your refuge,
and the high trees to make your nests. And withal, you do
not know how to spin nor sew, yet God clothes you, you
and your offspring. Thus your Creator loves you much,
since he gives you so many benefits—so keep yourselves,
my sisters, from the sin of ingratitude, and always take
care to praise God."

As St Francis was thus speaking these words, all those
birds started to open their beaks and stretch out their
necks and reverently incline their heads all the way to the
ground, and with acts and songs demonstrate that the holy
father was pleasing them immensely. And with them St
Francis rejoiced and was delighted, and marveled much at
such a multitude of birds and their very beautiful variety
and their attention and their relationship with him; and
for that reason in them he devoutly praised the Creator.
When his preaching was finally ended, St Francis made the
sign of the Cross over them and gave them permission to
leave; and then all those birds flew up into the air with
marvelous songs, and according to the Cross that St
Francis had made over them they divided into four parts;
and one part flew toward the east and the other toward
the west, and another toward the south, and the fourth
toward the north, and each squadron went away singing
marvelous songs; thus signifying how St Francis as the
standard-bearer of the Cross of Christ had preached to
them and had made the sign of the Cross over them,
according to which they divided into the four parts of the
world; thus was the preaching of the Cross of Christ
renewed by St Francis to be carried by him and by his
brethren throughout the world; and so those brethren, in
the manner of birds, not possessing anything of their own
in this world, should commit their life to God's providence
alone.

AT the time when St Francis was staying in the
city of Gubbio there appeared an enormous,
terrible and ferocious wolf who not only
devoured animals, but even men, so that all the
citizens lived in great fear, for the wolf often came
quite close the city, and when they went outside
the walls they armed themselves as if they were
going to battle. Yet even so they could not defend
themselves against him if they happened to be
along when they met him. Through fear of this

wolf they got to the point that nobody was bold
enough to venture outside the city.

For this reason St Francis, in his compassion
for the men of the city, decided to go outside to
that wolf, although all the citizens advised him not
to do so. And signing himself with the sign of the
Holy Cross, he went out of the city with his
companions, setting all his trust in God. And as
the others were afraid to go any further, St
Francis alone took the road towards the place
where the wolf was.

Thereupon, seeing so many citizens who had
come to witness the miracle, the said wolf
bounded towards St Francis with his mouth open.
St Francis approached him and made the sign of
the cross over him, saying: "Come hither, Brother
wolf: I command you in the name of Christ to
hurt no one, neither me nor anyone else."

Marvelous to relate; as soon as St Francis had
made the sign of the cross, the terrible wolf closed
his mouth and stopped running, and when the
Saint had uttered the command, he came up as
gently as a lamb and lay down at St Francis' feet.

Then St Francis spoke to him as follows:
"Brother Wolf, you do great damage in these
parts, and you have committed very evil deeds,
destroying and killing God's creatures without His
permission, and you have not only slain and
devoured beasts, but you have had the temerity to
kill men who are made in the image of God. For
this reason you deserve to be put to death, as the
robber and wicked homicide you are. And all the
people cry out and murmur against you, and the
whole of this country is your enemy. But I,
Brother Wolf, wish to make peace between you
and them; provided you offend no more they will
forgive you all your past offences and neither men
nor dogs will persecute you anymore."

When St Francis had uttered these words, the
wolf showed by the movements of his body, his
tail and his ears and by inclining his head that he
accepted what the Saint had said and that he
would observe it. Then St Francis said: "Brother
Wolf, as you are pleased to make and to hold this
peace, I promise that I will see that you are
provided for as long as you live by the men of this
town, so that you shall never go hungry, for I
know well that hunger made you do all this evil.
But when I obtain this grace for you, I want you
Brother Wolf, to promise me that you will harm
no man and no animal; will you promise me this?

And the wolf, by bowing his head, signified
clearly that he promised. And St Francis said:
"Brother Wolf, I want you to confirm this
promise, so that I can place my trust in it." And St
Francis stretched out his hand and laid it
submissively on to the Saint's hand, thus
confirming his promise as best he could.

Then St Francis said: "Brother Wolf, I now



command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
with me in all confidence, and we will go and
make this peace in God's name." The wolf
obediently went with him, gentle as a lamb. The
citizens, seeing this, were greatly amazed.
Immediately the news spread all over the town,
wherefore all the people, big and small, men and
women, old and young, hurried to the
market-place to see the wolf with St Francis. As all
the people were assembled there, St Francis arose
and preached to them. And at the end of his
sermon the Saint said: "Listen, my brothers.
Brother Wolf, who is here before you, has
promised me and confirmed his word to make
peace with you and not to offend you in anything
ever again, if you promise to provide him with the
necessary food every day, and I will stand bail for
him that he will truly observe his pact with you."

Then all the people with one voice promised
to feed the wolf from then on.

The said wolf lived two years in Gubbio, and
went tamely into the houses from door to door,
without doing any harm to anyone or having any
harm done to him. The people fed him
courteously, and as he went through the town and
into the houses not a single dog barked at him. At
the end of two years Brother Wolf died of old age,
and the citizens mourned him deeply, for, seeing
him pass so gently through the town, they had
been reminded of the virtue and saintliness of St
Francis. Praise to be Christ, Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS

Feb 12 (Sat), 5:30 PM Erica Garasky (req. by Yarn
Ministry members)

Feb 13 (Sun), 8:00 AM Elizabeth Mooney (req. by
Maureen Mooney)

Feb 13, 10:00 AM Michaela McLaughlin (req. by
Opa & Oma)

Feb 14 (Mon), 12:15 PM Women's Faith Group
Intention

Feb 16 (Wed), 12:15 PM Julia Bilow (req. by family)
Feb 18 (Fri), 12:15 PM Maurice Gagne (req. by Linda

Ray)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the
Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the
Church and by that offering share its concern to support
its ministers and works" (945 §2).

WEEKLY CALENDAR

 13 Feb, SUNDAY — 6th Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Mass
10:00 AM | Mass
  6:00 PM | Mass
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

14 Feb, MONDAY
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

15 Feb, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scout Meeting

16 Feb, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass 

17 Feb, THURSDAY
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

18 Feb, FRIDAY (Day of Penance)
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass and Adoration
19 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession 
  5:30 PM | 5:30 Mass

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

BIBLE IN A YEAR

Join Fr. Mike Schmitz beginning January 1,
2022 whose 365 daily BIBLE IN A YEAR
podcasts will guide you through the Bible
(each episode is about 20-25 minutes).
There is no cost, although Ascension Press
offers materials in support of the Bible
study. For more information:

ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear

To receive the reading list:

ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration

Tune in and live your daily life through the
lens of God’s word!

NO GREATER LOVE 
A Biblical Walk Through Christ's Passion

Starts 9 March

This 5-part series walks step-by-step with Jesus
from the Garden of Gethsemane to Calvary Hill.
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, best-selling
author Edward Sri guide the viewers through the
last hours of Jesus' life, and along the way, 
unpacks the biblical background of these events



(Old Testament prophecies, messianic
expectations, biblical symbolism, and historical
context) in order to shed light on the mystery of
Christ's suffering and death.

Join us >> The Bible Study starts Wednesday,
MARCH 9. We'll offer a MORNING session at
10:00 AM and an EVENING session at 7:00 PM
each Wednesday.

YOUTH PASSION PLAY

Calling all youth in Grades 6-12 to join in this
year's Passion Play! If enough are interested,
weekly rehearsals will be 11:00 AM-to-Noon
beginning Feb 6th. Contact our parish Youth
Minister, Cheri Andersen at youth@sjnnh.org for
more information or to sign up.

25th ANNUAL FAST

The 25th annual St John Neumann FAST FOR
SOCIAL ACTION will be held on the weekend of
March 25-26. 

The FAST FOR SOCIAL ACTION has several
purposes:

C To collect money for 5 local non-profit
agencies.

C To make our parishioners—particularly our
teens—aware of the needs in the local area.

C To foster community and friendship among
our teens.

We are looking for people, 6th Grade through
Adults:

C To fast the 30 hours with us.
C People to sponsor the participants, 
C People to provide other support for the event.

HOLY HOUR

FRIDAY, following the 12:15 PM daily Mass
&

SUNDAY, following the 6:00 PM Mass

In the words of Pope St Paul VI (d. 1987), "Visits to
the Blessed Sacrament are a proof of gratitude, an
expression of love, and a duty of adoration toward
Christ our Lord" (Pope St Paul VI, d. 1987).



TO RECEIVE PARISH NEWS

Visit > https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com

Text > "SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message
and data rates may apply)

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.
This past quarter (Jul-Sep) we received
$81.93 from the AmazonSmile Foundation.
To participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as
your charity of choice. 0.5% of every
purchase is donated by Amazon.com to the
SJN FOOD PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org
TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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