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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) ............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ..................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) ... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) ............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

"MISERY WITH MERCY"

"But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." —Mt 9:13

The first excerpt below is Pope Benedict XVI's 21 Mar
2010 reflection on today's Gospel, the woman caught in
adultery. The second is Pope Francis' 7 Apr 2019
reflection on the same.

THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY
by Pieter Bruegel the Elder (d. 1569)

DEAR Brothers and Sisters,
We have reached the Fifth Sunday of Lent in which

the Liturgy this year presents to us the Gospel episode of
Jesus who saves an adulterous woman condemned to death
(John 8: 1-11). While he is teaching at the Temple the
Scribes and Pharisees bring Jesus a woman caught in the
act of adultery for which Mosaic law prescribed stoning.
Those men ask Jesus to judge the sinful woman in order
"to test him" and impel him to take a false step. The scene
is full with drama: the life of that person and also his own
life depend on Jesus. Indeed, the hypocritical accusers
pretend to entrust the judgment to him whereas it is
actually he himself whom they wish to accuse and judge.
Jesus, on the other hand, is "full of grace and truth" (John
1: 14): he can read every human heart, he wants to
condemn the sin but save the sinner, and unmask
hypocrisy. St John the Evangelist highlights one detail:
while his accusers are insistently interrogating him, Jesus
bends down and starts writing with his finger on the
ground. St Augustine notes that this gesture portrays
Christ as the divine legislator: in fact, God wrote the law
with his finger on tablets of stone. Thus
Jesus is the Legislator, he is Justice in
person. And what is his sentence? "Let him
who is without sin among you be the first
to throw a stone at her". These words are



full of the disarming power of truth that pulls down the
wall of hypocrisy and opens consciences to a greater
justice, that of love, in which consists the fulfilment of
every precept (see Rom 13: 8-10). This is the justice that
also saved Saul of Tarsus, transforming him into St Paul
(see Phil 3: 8-14).

When his accusers "went away, one by one, beginning
with the eldest", Jesus, absolving the woman of her sin,
ushers her into a new life oriented to good. "Neither do I
condemn you; go, and do not sin again". It is the same
grace that was to make the Apostle say: "One thing I do,
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead. I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3: 13-14). God
wants only goodness and life for us; he provides for the
health of our soul through his ministers, delivering us from
evil with the Sacrament of Reconciliation, so that no one
may be lost but all may have the opportunity to convert.

DEAR friends, let us learn from the Lord Jesus not
to judge and not to condemn our neighbor. Let us
learn to be intransigent with sin starting with our
own! and indulgent with people. May the holy
Mother of God, free from all sin, who is the
mediatrix of grace for every repentant sinner, help
us in this.

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the liturgy
presents us the episode of the adulterous woman
(cf. Jn 8:1-11). In it, there are two contrasting
attitudes: that of the scribes and the Pharisees on
the one hand, and that of Jesus on the other. The
former want to condemn the woman because they
feel they are the guardians of the Law and of its
faithful implementation. Jesus, on the other hand,
wants to save her because he personifies God's
mercy which redeems by forgiving and renews by
reconciling.

Let us thus look at the event. While Jesus is
teaching in the Temple, the scribes and the
Pharisees bring him a woman who has been
caught in adultery. They place her in the middle
and ask Jesus if they should stone her as the Law
of Moses prescribes. The Evangelist explains that
they asked the question in order "to test him, that
they might have some charge to bring against him"
(v. 6). One might think that this was their
purpose: behold the iniquity of these people — a
‘no' to the stoning would have been a pretext to
accuse Jesus of disobeying the Law; a ‘yes' instead,
to report him to the Roman Authority which had
reserved such sentences to itself and did not
permit lynching by the people. And Jesus must
respond.

Jesus' interrogators are confined to narrow
legalism and want to oblige the Son of God to
conform to their perspective of judgment and
condemnation. However, he did not come into
the world to judge and condemn, but rather to
save and offer people a new life. And how does

Jesus react to this test? First of all, he remains
silent for some time and then he bends down to
write on the ground with his finger, almost as if to
remind them that the only Legislator and Judge is
God who had inscribed the Law on stone. And
then he says: "Let him who is without sin among
you be the first to throw a stone at her" (v. 7). In
this way, Jesus appeals to the conscience of those
men: they felt they were the ‘champions of
justice', but he reminds them of their own
condition as sinners, due to which they cannot
claim the right to life or death over one of their
fellow human beings. At that point, one after the
other, beginning with the eldest — that is, those
who were more fully aware of their own failings
— they all went away, and desisted from stoning
the woman. This episode also invites each of us to
be aware that we are sinners, and to let fall from
our hands the stones of denigration, of
condemnation, of gossip, which at times we
would like to cast at others. When we speak ill of
others, we are throwing stones, we are like these
people.

And in the end only Jesus and the woman are
left there in the middle: "MISERY WITH
MERCY", as St Augustine says. Jesus is the only
one without fault, the only one who could throw
a stone at her, but he does not do so, because God
"does not want the death of the wicked but that
the wicked convert and live" (cf. Ezek 33:11). And
Jesus sends the woman on her way with these
wonderful words: "Go and do not sin again" (Jn
8:11). And thus Jesus opens a new path to her,
created by mercy, a path that requires her
commitment not to sin again. It is an invitation
that applies to each one of us. When Jesus forgives
us, he always opens a new path on which to go
forward. In this Lenten Season, we are called to
recognize ourselves as sinners and to ask God for
forgiveness. And, in its turn, while forgiveness
reconciles us and gives us peace, it lets us start
again, renewed. Every true conversion is oriented
toward a new future, a new life, a beautiful life, a
life free from sin, a generous life. Let us not be
afraid to ask Jesus for forgiveness because he
opens the door to this new life for us. May the
Virgin Mary help us to bear witness to all of the
merciful love of God, who through Jesus, forgives
us and renders our lives new, by always offering
us new possibilities

L A S T  W E E K

4th Sunday of Lent (27 Mar '22): $4,807.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!



WEEKLY CALENDAR

 3 Apr, SUNDAY — 5th Week of Lent
  8:00 AM | Mass
10:00 AM | Mass
  4:30 PM | *Confession (until 5:30 PM)
  6:00 PM | Mass
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

4 Apr, MONDAY — *Confession 6-8 PM
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

5 Apr, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scout Meeting

6 Apr, WEDNESDAY — *Confession 6-8 PM
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
10:00 AM | *"No Greater Love" Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  7:00 PM | *"No Greater Love" Bible Study

7 Apr, THURSDAY — *Confession 6-8 PM
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

8 Apr, FRIDAY — *Confession 6-8 PM
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass & Adoration
  6:00 PM | *Stations of the Cross

9 Apr, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Apr 2 (Sat), 5:30 PM Jeanne Strouise (req. by the
Boucher family)

Apr 3 (Sun), 8:00 AM Pat Davis (req. by family);
Riley Ritz (req. by Ben
Maccini)

Apr 3, 10:00 AM Zachary Lyle (req. by Virginia
Holland)

Apr 3, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners
Apr 4 (Mon), 12:15 PM Barbara Nicosia - LIVING

INTENTION (req. by Paul &
Sandy Statz)

Apr 6 (Wed), 12:15 PM Jim Mabem

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply
the Mass for their intention contribute to the good of
the Church and by that offering share its concern to
support its ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

THANK YOU for supporting the 4th GRADE
BAKE SALE this past weekend. They raised
$436.86 for the Manchester Catholic Medical
Center's Healthcare for the Homeless Program!
The children were so excited and it was a great
way to help them learn how to live out our faith. 

CONFESSION

April 4-thru-8 (Monday-Friday)
6:00-8:00 PM

†
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

On April 11 (Monday)
CONFESSION will be available,
as requested, throughout the day

HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord's Supper

April 14, 7:00 PM

GOOD FRIDAY
Commemoration of the Lord's Passion

April 15, 7:00 PM

HOLY SATURDAY
Easter Vigil

April 16, 8:00 PM

EASTER SUNDAY
April 17, 8:00 & 10:00 AM

*NOTE: Easter Egg Hunt for children up thru
5th Grade follows the 10:00 AM Mass

DONATION STATEMENTS

PLEASE NOTE: For the parish to provide an
end-of-year STATEMENT OF DONATION,
you must use ENVELOPES (or at least your
envelope number). We have no other way to
track donations.



The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
Council #10896

EASTER HAM RAFFLE

The Knights will be raffling off five 
(5)  Easter Hams. The drawing will 
be held on PALM SUNDAY (Apr 10)
following the 10:00 AM Mass. 
Tickets are $1.00 each or six (6) for 

$5.00. Proceeds will benefit the St John Neumann
Food Pantry.

MEMORIAL EASTER FLOWERS

DONATIONS for Easter Flowers    
that'll be used to decorate the   
Sanctuary are being accepted. 
Donations can be made in the name 

of a friend or family  member. If  you do not have
the special envelope, envelopes are available in the
foyer. Please print the name on the envelope, and
they'll be remembered at all Masses through the
seven-week Easter Season.

NO GREATER LOVE

This 5-PART SERIES walks step-by-step with
Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to Calvary
Hill. The Bible Study starts Wednesday, March 9.
We'll offer a MORNING session at 10:00 AM
and an EVENING session at 7:00 PM each
Wednesday.

a

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

LENTEN STUDY: The Thursday morning
Women's Group will be reading and discussing
RESTORE: a Guided Lent Journal for Prayer and
Meditation by Sister Miriam James Heidland
during the Lenten Season this year. We welcome
women in the parish to join with us on Thursday
morning at 10:00 AM. For more information,
please contact Claire Bryson at cbryson@
sjnnh.org to sign up.

TO WATCH MASS ONLINE

Our Sunday 10:00 AM Mass is streamed to our
YOUTUBE.COM channel: 

SJN Merrimack NH Mass



Our parish FACEBOOK address has changed. It is
now: 

St John Neumann-Merrimack

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.
This past quarter (Jul-Sep) we received
$81.93 from the AmazonSmile Foundation.
To participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as
your charity of choice. 0.5% of every
purchase is donated by Amazon.com to the
SJN FOOD PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org
TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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