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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) ............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ..................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) ... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) ............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

MARIAN DEVOTION

I will see for myself, my own eyes, not another's, will behold him: my
inmost being is consumed with longing. —Job 19:27

The first excerpt below is from Pope St John Paul II's 7
May 1997 General Audience in which he says devotion to
Mary is based on Jesus' will. The second excerpt is from an
Easter homily by St Vincent Ferrer, S.J. (d. 1419)
concerning the nearly universally held belief that the risen
Jesus appeared first to the Virgin Mary. Pope St John Paul
II himself wrote: "From this silence [i.e., it's not included
in the Gospels which cared only to list undeniable
witnesses], one must not deduce that Christ, after his
Resurrection, did not appear to Mary. On the contrary, it
is legitimate [though not required] to think that the
Blessed Mother may really have been the first person to
whom the risen Jesus appeared."

1. AFTER entrusting John to Mary with the words
"Woman, behold your son!" Jesus, from the Cross,
turns to his beloved disciple, saying to him, "Behold,
your mother!" (John 19:26-27). With these words, he
reveals to Mary the height of her motherhood: as
mother of the Savior, she is also the mother of the
redeemed, of all the members of the Mystical Body of
her Son.

In silence the Virgin accepts the elevation to this
highest degree of her motherhood of grace, having
already given a response of faith with her "yes" at the
Annunciation.

Jesus not only urges John to care for Mary with
special love, but he entrusts her to him so that he may
recognize her as his own mother.

During the Last Supper, "the disciple whom Jesus
loved" listened to the Master's commandment: "Love
one another as I have loved you" (John 15:12) and,
leaning his head against the Lord's breast, he received
from him a unique sign of love. Such experiences
prepared him better to perceive in Jesus' words an
invitation to accept her who had been given him as
mother and to love her as Jesus did with filial
affection.

May all discover in Jesus' words: "Behold, your
mother!" the invitation to accept Mary 
as mother, responding to her motherly 
love as true children.

2. In the light of this entrustment to his 
beloved disciple, one can understand 



the authentic meaning of Marian devotion in the
ecclesial community. In fact, it places Christians in
Jesus' filial relationship to his mother, putting them in
a condition to grow in intimacy with both of them.

The Church's devotion to the Virgin is not only
the fruit of a spontaneous response to the exceptional
value of her person and the importance of her role in
the work of salvation, but is based on Christ's will.

The words "Behold, your mother!", express Jesus'
intention to inspire in his disciples an attitude of love
for and trust in Mary, leading them to recognize her
as their mother, the mother of every believer.

At the school of the Virgin, the disciples learn to
know the Lord deeply, as John did, and to have an
intimate and lasting relationship of love with him.
They also discover the joy of entrusting themselves to
the Mother's maternal love, living like affectionate and
docile children.

The history of Christian piety teaches that Mary is
the way which leads to Christ and that filial devotion
to her takes nothing from intimacy with Jesus; indeed,
it increases it and leads to the highest levels of
perfection.

The countless Marian shrines throughout the
world testify to the marvels wrought by grace through
the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Lord and our
Mother.

Turning to her, drawn by her tenderness, the men
and women of our time also meet Jesus, Savior and
Lord of their lives.

Above all, the poor, tried in heart, in their
affections and in their material need, find refuge and
peace in the Mother of God, and discover that for all
people true riches consist in the grace of conversion
and of following Christ.

3. According to the original Greek, the Gospel text
continues: "From that hour the disciple took her
among his possessions" (John 19:27), thus stressing
John's ready and generous adherence to Jesus' words
and informing us about his behavior for the whole of
his life as the faithful guardian and docile son of the
Virgin.

The hour of acceptance is that of the fulfilment of
the work of salvation. Mary's spiritual motherhood
and the first manifestation of the new link between
her and the Lord's disciples begins precisely in this
context.

John took the Mother "among his possessions".
These rather general words seem to highlight his
initiative, full of respect and love, not only in taking
Mary to his house but also in living his spiritual life in
communion with her.

In fact, a literal translation of the Greek
expression "among his possessions" does not so much
refer to material possessions since John — as St
Augustine observes — "possessed nothing of his own",
but rather to the spiritual goods or gifts received from
Christ: grace (John 1:16), the Word (John 12:48;
17:8), the spirit (John 7:39; 14:17), the Eucharist
(John 6:32-58). Among these gifts which come to him
from the fact that he is loved by Jesus, the disciple

accepts Mary as his mother, establishing a profound
communion of life with her.

May every Christian, after the beloved disciple's
example, "take Mary into his house" and make room
for her in his own daily life, recognizing her
providential role in the journey of salvation.

a

THERE are three reasons to believe that [the risen
Jesus] first appeared to his virgin mother: 

First by divine precept because she suffered
above all others in the passion of her son. Christ,
by special privilege was born of his mother, so
that she gave birth without pain, and contrary to
the ordinary course of nature. So lest she perceive
the sorrows in his death which exceeded all the
sorrows of this life, as the lord Albert says on "He
has been sent." Death is the end of all terrible
things because the whole soul is uprooted like a
tree, but all the pains of birth and death came
over her in the passion of her son. Since, scripture
says, "Honor your father, and forget not the
groaning of your mother" (Sir 7:29), Christ most
perfectly kept the law of honoring parents. It
follows that he appeared to his mother first, who
was stressed more than all the others.

Second because of the merit of her faith. For
certainly it happened and is shown clearly enough
from the text that at the time of the passion of
Christ all the apostles and disciples lost their
Christian faith entirely; some doubting whether
he was truly God and Messiah, although all
considered him a very holy prophet. Only the
Virgin Mary on that holy Saturday invariably
believed. Because of this on every Saturday the
office of the day in the Church of God is
celebrated in her honor. When therefore scripture
says, "The Lord shows himself to them who have
faith in him" (Wis 1:2), it seems that as a reward
of merit for her faith, that he would appear to her
first.

Third because of the intensity of her love.
There never was a mother who loved her son
more that Mary loved Christ. Since therefore he
said, "And he that loves me, shall be loved of my
Father: and I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him" (John 14:21) therefore it shall be
etc. From these three reasons it is clear that he
appeared to the Virgin Mother first, although the
holy Evangelists are expressly silent about it.

L A S T  W E E K

Easter Sunday (17 Apr '22), $9,979.00
Divine Mercy Sunday (24 Apr), $5,546.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!



WEEKLY CALENDAR

1 May, SUNDAY — 3rd WEEK OF EASTER
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | Sunday Mass
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

May 2, MONDAY
12:15 PM | *No Daily Mass

May 3, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

May 4, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | *No Daily Mass

May 5, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

May 6, FIRST FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

May 7, FIRST SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  8:45 AM | Rosary
  9:00 AM | First Saturday Mass
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Sunday Anticipatory Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Apr 30 (Sat), 5:30 PM Catherine Chaisson (req. by
Sandra Towne)

May 1 (Sun), 8:00 AM Pat Davis (req. by Dick &
Jackie White)

May 1, 10:00 AM Stephanie Krynska - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by family)

May 6, 12:15 PM Lucille DuBois (req. by Sandra
Towne)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply
the Mass for their intention contribute to the good of
the Church and by that offering share its concern to
support its ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

— PLEASE NOTE —

There's NO DAILY MASS this Monday (May 2)
and Wednesday (May 4). The priests of the
diocese will be meeting with Bishop Libasci those
three days.

NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC APPEAL
New diocesan initiative beginning mid-May 2022

The first annual NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC
APPEAL (NHCA) is a new initiative designed to
strengthen our ministries for the Church in New
Hampshire. It will reduce the number of annual
second collections at parishes. The Appeal will
take place over two weekends mid-May at Mass.
The purpose of the NHCA is to support the care
for our retired and elderly priests, education of
seminarians and vocations, Catholic education,
evangelization through Parable magazine,
Catholic Charities NH and more. Everyone in our
parish will receive more information in the mail
soon. Please keep the Church in New Hampshire
in your prayers that we may grow together and
carry our faith into the future. For more
information:

https://www.catholicnh.org/nhca

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council 10896

2022 SCHOLARSHIP

The Knights of Columbus Council
10896 are offering a $1,000.00
scholarship this year to a current
High School Senior, a parishioner of
St John Neumann Parish, who will

pursue a college education. 

The APPLICATION can be found on the St John
Neumann Parish website, SJNNH.ORG. Click on
<Christian Service> then <Knights of
Columbus> then <Documents>.

Please read the application instructions carefully.
Application must be submitted by email to the
Scholarship Committee Chairman, Tom Davis by
May 22, 2022. No exceptions. Please contact Mr.
Tom Davis at (603) 759-2464 if you have any
questions. The scholarship will be awarded at the
10:00 AM SJN Graduation Mass, June 5, 2022.

Saint Christopher Academy
SPRING TEACHER FAIR

Saint Christopher Academy will hold a drop-in
SPRING TEACHER FAIR on May 4 (Wed) from
5:30-7:30 PM at their Upper Campus (6 Bartlett
Ave, Nashua)! Teachers with certification from
grades Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 looking
for full-time teaching positions in a joy-filled
Catholic school are encouraged to attend. 
In addition, Saint Christopher is also looking for



an Assistant Principal, as well as daily Substitutes.
This Fall, all new Saint Christopher full-time
teachers will receive a $1,000 bonus as part of the
Diocese of Manchester's START Incentive
program. 

During the Teacher Fair, candidates will be able
to do an informal mini-interview with the
principal. Candidates are encouraged to download
and complete the Diocesan Teacher Application
at: https://tinyurl.com/DOMTeacherApp prior to
the Teacher Fair and also bring along supporting
credentials such as teaching accreditation,
transcripts, and letters of recommendation.

We look forward to meeting you!

YARN MINISTRY UPDATE

The YARN MINISTRY is alive and busy! We
support the Linus Project, chemo caps for the
Radiation Center of Greater Nashua, infant caps
for Southern New Hampshire Medical Center, St
Joseph's Hospital, and the Merrimack Community
Hospice House among others. Our ministry has
provided warmth and love to the community for
20+ years. We've lost a few members over those
years, and new members are always welcome!
Also, our supply closet in pretty empty.
DONATIONS ARE NEEDED! "Pounder Skeins"
are for prayer shawls. DONATIONS may be left
in the coatroom in the bin marked "Yarn". Thank
you for you continued support over the years!

TO WATCH MASS ONLINE

Our Sunday 10:00 AM Mass is streamed to our
YOUTUBE.COM channel: SJN Merrimack NH
Mass

Our parish FACEBOOK address has changed. It is

now: St John Neumann-Merrimack

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM. 
To participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as
your charity of choice. 0.5% of every
purchase is donated by Amazon.com to the
SJN FOOD PANTRY.



— PLEASE NOTE —

For the parish to provide an end-of-year
STATEMENT OF DONATION, you must use
ENVELOPES (or at least write your envelope number
on your check). We have no other way to track
donations.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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