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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) ............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ..................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) ... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) ............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

GOD'S GIFT

You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb.
—Psalm 139:13

The except below is from St [Mother] Teresa of Calcutta's
(d. 1997) speech at the 1994 National Prayer Breakfast in
Washington, D.C. To quote Dr. Seuss: "A person's a
person, now matter how small."

SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS
by Léon Cogniet (d. 1880)

WE are talking of love of the child, which is where love
and peace must begin. These are the things that break
peace.

But I feel that the greatest destroyer of peace today is
abortion, because it is a war against the child, a direct
killing of the innocent child, murder by the mother
herself. And if we accept that a mother can kill even her
own child, how can we tell other people not to kill one
another? How do we persuade a woman not to have an
abortion? As always, we must persuade her with love and
we remind ourselves that love means to be willing to give
until it hurts. Jesus gave even His life to
love us. So, the mother who is thinking of
abortion, should be helped to love, that is,
to give until it hurts her plans, or her free
time, to respect the life of her child. The



father of that child, whoever he is, must also give until it
hurts.

By abortion, the mother does not learn to love, but
kills even her own child to solve her problems. And, by
abortion, that father is told that he does not have to take
any responsibility at all for the child he has brought into
the world. The father is likely to put other women into the
same trouble. So abortion just leads to more abortion. Any
country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to
love, but to use any violence to get what they want. This is
why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is abortion.

Many people are very, very concerned with the
children of India, with the children of Africa where quite a
few die of hunger, and so on. Many people are also
concerned about all the violence in this great country of
the United States. These concerns are very good. But often
these same people are not concerned with the millions
who are being killed by the deliberate decision of their
own mothers. And this is what is the greatest destroyer of
peace today—abortion which brings people to such
blindness.

And for this I appeal in India and I appeal everywhere
—"Let us bring the child back." The child is God's gift to
the family. Each child is created in the special image and
likeness of God for greater things—to love and to be
loved. In this year of the family we must bring the child
back to the center of our care and concern. This is the
only way that our world can survive because our children
are the only hope for the future. As older people are called
to God, only their children can take their places.

But what does God say to us? He says: "Even if a
mother could forget her child, I will not forget you. I have
carved you in the palm of my hand." We are carved in the
palm of His hand; that unborn child has been carved in
the hand of God from conception and is called by God to
love and be loved, not only now in this life, but forever.
God can never forget us.

The beautiful gift God has given our congregation is
to fight abortion by adoption. We have already, from our
house in Calcutta, over 3,000 children adoption. And I
can't tell you what joy, what love, what peace those
children have brought into those families. It has been a
real gift of God for them and for us. I remember one of
the little ones was very sick, so I sent for the father and the
mother and I asked them: "Please give me back the sick
child. I will give you a healthy one." And the father looked
at me and said, "Mother Teresa, take my life first than take
the child." So beautiful to see it—so much love, so much
joy that little one has brought into that family. So pray for
us that we continue this beautiful gift. And also I offer you
—our Sisters are here—anybody who doesn't want the
child, please give it to me. I want the child.

I will tell you something beautiful. We are fighting
abortion by adoption—by care of the mother and
adoption for her baby. We have saved thousands of lives.
We have sent word to the clinics, to the hospitals and
police stations: "Please don't destroy the child; we will take
the child." So we always have someone tell the mothers in
trouble: "Come, we will take care of you, we will get a
home for your child." And we have a tremendous demand
from couples who cannot have a child—but I never give a

child to a couple who have done something not to have a
child. Jesus said, "Anyone who receives a child in my
name, receives me." By adopting a child, these couples
receive Jesus but, by aborting a child, a couple refuses to
receive Jesus.

Please don't kill the child. I want the child. Please give
me the child. I am willing to accept any child who would
be aborted and to give that child to a married couple who
will love the child and be loved by the child. From our
children's home in Calcutta alone, we have saved over
3,000 children from abortion. These children have
brought such love and joy to their adopting parents and
have grown up so full of love and joy.

†
The following is the EVANGELIUM VITAE [Lt.,
The Gospel of Life] PRAYER composed by Pope
St John Paul II (d. 2005).

O MARY,
bright dawn of the new world,
Mother of the living,
to you do we entrust the cause of life.
Look down, O Mother,
upon the vast numbers
of babies not allowed to be born,
of the poor whose lives are made difficult,
of men and women
who are victims of brutal violence,
of the elderly and the sick killed
by indifference or out of misguided mercy.

Grant that all who believe in your Son
may proclaim the Gospel of life
with honesty and love
to the people of our time.

Obtain for them the grace
to accept that Gospel
as a gift ever new,
the joy of celebrating it with gratitude
throughout their lives
and the courage to bear witness to it
resolutely, in order to build,
together with all people of good will,
the civilization of truth and love,
to the praise and glory of God,
the Creator and lover of life.

Amen.

L A S T  W E E K

3rd Sunday of Easter (1 May '22), $7,673.00
4th Sunday of Easter (8 May), $4,427.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!



WEEKLY CALENDAR

May 15, SUNDAY — 5th WEEK OF EASTER
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | Sunday Mass
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

May 16, MONDAY
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

May 17, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

May 18, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

May 19, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

May 20, FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

May 21, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Sunday Anticipatory Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

May 14 (Sat), 5:30 PM Ginny Early (req. by family)
May 15 (Sun), 8:00 AM Sue Lavery (req. by Bob &

Denise Fregault)
May 15, 10:00 AM Phyllis Pacheco (req. by Rita

Gerringer)
May 15, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners
May 16, 12:15 PM Lois Velcheck (req. by Sheehan

family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply
the Mass for their intention contribute to the good of
the Church and by that offering share its concern to
support its ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LIVING ROSARY
15 May following the 10:00 AM Mass

In celebration of the month of Mary, all are
welcome to join us on Sunday, May 15th following
the 10:00 AM Mass to recite the Rosary. We will
meet just outside the front door, weather 

permitting, to pray the Rosary together.

NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC APPEAL
New diocesan initiative beginning 15 May 2022

The first annual NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC
APPEAL (NHCA) is a new initiative designed to
strengthen our ministries for the Church in New
Hampshire. It will reduce the number of annual
second collections at parishes. The Appeal will
take place over two weekends mid-May at Mass.
The purpose of the NHCA is to support the care
for our retired and elderly priests, education of
seminarians and vocations, Catholic education,
evangelization through Parable magazine,
Catholic Charities NH and more. Everyone in our
parish will receive more information in the mail
soon. Please keep the Church in New Hampshire
in your prayers that we may grow together and
carry our faith into the future. For more
information:

https://www.catholicnh.org/nhca

USA TOUR SAINT BERNADETTE RELICS
https://ourladyoflourdes-stjosephs.org/

The relics of St Bernadette Sourbiroius (d.
1879) will tour the United States for the very
first time from April-thru-August 2022. The
host parish in New Hampshire is OUR LADY
OF LOURDES PARISH (20 River Rd.,
Pittsfield, NH). The relics will be on public
display, along with accompanying activities,
May 26 and 27. For more information, visit the
parish website.

We have completed our formal lessons for the
2021-2022 year in K-5th Grade Religious
Education. We've been blessed with an amazing
group of volunteers who generously give their
time to planning, preparing, and presenting
lessons to the children. They bring their own
individual talents and devotions to the children
each session. The volunteers don't do it for the
recognition, but they certainly deserve to be
recognized! 

MANY THANKS TO: Sue Willard& Laura
Lombardi (Kindergarten), Gustave & Faith



Hebert (First Grade), Louise & Shea Llewellyn
(Second Grade), Elizabeth Bryson (Third Grade),
Ashley Conley & Joyce Raymond (Fourth Grade),
Agatha Connelly & Deacon John Martin (Fifth
Grade), and Sandra Pinelle & Denise Llewellyn
who helped in various ways throughout the year.

We're already looking forward to next year!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council 10896

2022 SCHOLARSHIP

The Knights of Columbus Council
10896 are offering a $1,000.00
scholarship this year to a current
High School Senior, a parishioner of
St John Neumann Parish, who will

pursue a college education. 

The APPLICATION can be found on the St John
Neumann Parish website, SJNNH.ORG. Click on
<Christian Service> then <Knights of
Columbus> then <Documents>.

Please read the application instructions carefully.
Application must be submitted by email to the
Scholarship Committee Chairman, Tom Davis by
May 22, 2022. No exceptions. Please contact Mr.
Tom Davis at (603) 759-2464 if you have any
questions. The scholarship will be awarded at the
10:00 AM SJN Graduation Mass, June 5, 2022.

FIND THE PARISH ONLINE

To subscribe to "SJN Parish News" via FLOCK-
NOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or text—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576
[message and data rates may apply]

To find the parish on social media:

FACEBOOK

https://www.facebook.com/St John Neumann-
Merrimack

INSTAGRAM

https://instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

TO WATCH MASS ONLINE

Our Sunday 10:00 AM Mass is streamed to our

YOUTUBE.COM channel: SJN Merrimack NH
Mass



Our parish FACEBOOK address has changed. It is

now: St John Neumann-Merrimack

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM. 
To participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as
your charity of choice. 0.5% of every
purchase is donated by Amazon.com to the
SJN FOOD PANTRY.

—PLEASE NOTE—

For the parish to provide an end-of-year STATE-
MENT OF DONATION, you must use
ENVELOPES (or at least write your envelope
number on your check). We have no other way to
track donations.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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