
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. —Catechism of the Catholic

Church #659 

"So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to
them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down
at the right hand of God" [Mk 16:19]. Christ's
body was glorified at the moment of his
Resurrection, as proved by the new and
supernatural properties it subsequently and
permanently enjoys [cf. Lk 24:31; Jn 20:19,
26]. But during the forty days when he eats
and drinks familiarly with his disciples and
teaches them about the kingdom, his glory
remains veiled under the appearance of
ordinary humanity [cf. Acts 1:3; 10:41; Mk
16:12; Lk 24:15; Jn 20:14-15; 21:4]. Jesus'
final apparition ends with the irreversible
entry of his humanity into divine glory,
symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where
he is seated from that time forward at God's
right hand.
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Sunday ...................................... 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

THE ASCENSION

The one who descended is also the one who ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things. —Eph 4:10

The following is an excerpt from Pope Benedict XVI's
homily on the Solemnity of the Ascension, 24 May 2009.



DEAR Brothers and Sisters, "You shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to
the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8). With these words, Jesus
took his leave of the Apostles, as we heard in the First
Reading. Immediately afterwards the sacred Author adds
that "as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight" (Acts 1:9). This is the mystery
of the Ascension that we are celebrating today. But what do
the Bible and the Liturgy wish to tell us by saying that Jesus
"was lifted up"? We cannot understand the meaning of
these words from a single text or from a single book of the
New Testament but rather by listening attentively to the
whole of Sacred Scripture. In fact the verb "to lift up" was
originally used in the Old Testament and refers to royal
enthronement. Thus Christ's Ascension means in the first
place the enthronement of the Crucified and Risen Son of
Man, the manifestation of God's kingship over the world.

However, there is an even deeper meaning that is not
immediately perceptible. In the passage from the Acts of
the Apostles it is said first that Jesus was "lifted up" (v. 9)
and then it says "taken up" (v. 11). The event is not
described as a journey to on high but rather as an action of
the power of God who introduces Jesus into the space of
closeness to the Divine. The presence of the cloud that
"took him out of their sight" (v. 9), recalls a very ancient
image of Old Testament theology and integrates the
account of the Ascension into the history of God with
Israel, from the cloud of Sinai and above the tent of the
Covenant in the desert, to the luminous cloud on the
mountain of the Transfiguration.

To present the Lord wrapped in clouds calls to mind
once and for all the same mystery expressed in the
symbolism of the phrase, "seated at the right hand of God".
In Christ ascended into Heaven, the human being has
entered into intimacy with God in a new and unheard-of
way; man henceforth finds room in God for ever.
"Heaven": this word Heaven does not indicate a place
above the stars but something far more daring and sublime:
it indicates Christ himself, the divine Person who welcomes
humanity fully and for ever, the One in whom God and
man are inseparably united for ever. Man's being in God,
this is Heaven. And we draw close to Heaven, indeed, we
enter Heaven to the extent that we draw close to Jesus and
enter into communion with him. For this reason today's
Solemnity of the Ascension invites us to be in profound
communion with the dead and Risen Jesus, invisibly
present in the life of each one of us.

In this perspective we understand why the Evangelist
Luke says that after the Ascension the disciples returned to
Jerusalem "with great joy" (Lk 24:52). Their joy stems from
the fact that what had happened was not really a
separation, the Lord's permanent absence: on the contrary,
they were then certain that the Crucified-Risen One was
alive and that in him God's gates, the gates of eternal life,
had been opened to humanity for ever. In other words, his
Ascension did not imply a temporary absence from the
world but rather inaugurated the new, definitive and
insuppressible form of his presence by virtue of his
participation in the royal power of God. It was to be up to

them, the disciples emboldened by the power of the Holy
Spirit, to make his presence visible by their witness,
preaching and missionary zeal. The Solemnity of the Lord's
Ascension must also fill us with serenity and enthusiasm,
just as it did the Apostles who set out again from the Mount
of Olives "with great joy". Like them, we too, accepting the
invitation of the "two men in dazzling apparel", must not
stay gazing up at the sky, but, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit must go everywhere and proclaim the saving
message of Christ's death and Resurrection. His very words,
with which the Gospel according to St Matthew ends,
accompany and comfort us: "and lo, I am with you always,
to the close of the age" (Mt 28:19).

Dear brothers and sisters, the historical character of the
mystery of Christ's Resurrection and Ascension helps us to
recognize and understand the transcendent condition of the
Church which was not born and does not live to
compensate for the absence of her Lord who has
"disappeared" but on the contrary finds the reason for her
existence and mission in the invisible presence of Jesus, a
presence working through the power of his Spirit. In other
words, we might say that the Church does not carry out the
role of preparing for the return of an "absent" Jesus, but, on
the contrary, lives and works to proclaim his "glorious
presence" in a historical and existential way. Since the day
of the Ascension, every Christian community has advanced
on its earthly pilgrimage toward the fulfilment of the
messianic promises, fed by the word of God and nourished
by the Body and Blood of her Lord. This is the condition of
the Church, the Second Vatican Council recalls, as she "
"presses forward amid the persecutions of the world and the
consolations of God', announcing the Cross and death of
the Lord until he comes" (Lumen Gentium LG 8).

Brothers and sisters of this beloved diocesan
community, today's Solemnity urges us to consolidate our
faith in the Real Presence of Jesus in history: without him
we can do nothing effective in our life or our apostolate. It
is he, as the Apostle Paul recalls in the Second Reading,
whose "gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for
the equipment of the saints, for the work of ministry, for
building up the Body of Christ", that is, the Church. And
this is in order that we "attain to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God" (Eph 4:11-13), since
the common vocation of one and all is to form "one body
and one spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call" (Eph 4:41). My Visit today fits into
this perspective. As your Pastor noted, its purpose is to
encourage you "to build, found and rebuild" your diocesan
community ceaselessly on Christ. How? St Benedict himself
points out the way to us in his Rule when he recommends
that we prefer nothing to Christ: Christo nihil omnino
praeponere (Rule LXII, 11).



L A S T  W E E K

5th Sunday Easter (15 May), $4,433.00
6th Sunday Easter (22 May), $6,243.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

May 29, SUNDAY — 6th WEEK OF EASTER
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | Sunday Mass (on hiatus from 5 June

     thru 4 Sep)
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

May 30, MONDAY — Memorial Day Holiday, 
SJN Offices closed

12:15 PM | Daily Mass will be offered

May 31, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

June 1, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

June 2, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

June 3, FIRST FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

June 4, FIRST SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  8:45 AM | Rosary
  9:00 AM | First Saturday Mass
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Sunday Anticipatory Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

May 28 (Sat), 5:30 PM SJN Parishioners
May 29 (Sun), 8:00 AM Deceased SJN Parishioners
May 29, 10:00 AM Pat Davis
May 29, 6:00 PM Deceased clergy of the diocese
May 30 (Mon), 12:15 PM Ana Geraldine Gouzalez (req. by

family & friends)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the
Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the
Church and by that offering share its concern to support
its ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

— SCHEDULE NOTICE —

The SUNDAY 6:00 PM MASS will be on hiatus
June 5-through-September 4. It will restart the
Sunday following the Labor Day weekend
(September 11).

Sunday evening ADORATION will continue
throughout the Summer, but will move from 7:00
PM to 6:00 PM beginning June 5.

NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC APPEAL
The new diocesan initiative began 15 May 2022

The first annual NEW HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC
APPEAL (NHCA) is a new initiative designed to
strengthen our ministries for the Church in New
Hampshire. It will reduce the number of annual
second collections at parishes. The Appeal will take
place over two weekends mid-May at Mass. The
purpose of the NHCA is to support the care for
our retired and elderly priests, education of
seminarians and vocations, Catholic education,
evangelization through Parable magazine, Catholic
Charities NH and more. Everyone in our parish
will receive more information in the mail soon.
Please keep the Church in New Hampshire in your
prayers that we may grow together and carry our
faith into the future. For more information:

https://www.catholicnh.org/nhca

FIND THE PARISH ONLINE

To subscribe to "SJN Parish News" via FLOCK-
NOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or text—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576
[message and data rates may apply]

To find the parish on social media:

FACEBOOK

https://www.facebook.com/St John Neumann-
Merrimack

INSTAGRAM

https://instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

TO WATCH MASS ONLINE

Our Sunday 10:00 AM Mass is streamed to our

YOUTUBE.COM channel: SJN Merrimack NH Mass



St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

Plus, if you choose to set up a recurring gift,
you'll be prompted via email to create an online
DONOR ACCOUNT. Provided by eCatholic
(the same company that hosts our parish
website), online giving makes for efficient
record-keeping and communication with the
parish office.

To learn more about the possibilities of
donating without the hassle of remembering
checks and envelopes, visit the parish website.

AMAZON SMILE

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.  To
participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

FIAT DAYS & QUO VADIS DAYS
VOCATION CAMPS

Do you know where your life is going? The Lord
Jesus has a great plan for your life! HIGH
SCHOOL AGE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
(ages 14-18) ARE INVITED TO ATTEND OUR
UPCOMING VOCATION CAMPS to look at the
Lord's call in your life while having lots of fun. 

FIAT DAYS (July 25-28) for young women.
QUO VADIS DAYS (August 8-12) for young men.  

These are overnight camps held at Magdalen
College (Warner, NH) and are led by priests,
sisters, and seminarians from the diocese. The
camps include a full schedule of hiking, swimming,
canoeing, sports and games, daily Mass and prayer,
and opportunities to grow in friendship with the
Lord and with each other. The cost, $50, will be
covered by the parish. For more information or
TO REGISTER: <liveinblackandwhite.com> or
contact Ms. Becky Vinson in the Vocations Office



at 603-663-0153 or rvinson@rcbm.org

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a weekend for
married Christian couples who value their
relationship and desire a richer, fuller life together.
It's not a retreat, it's a unique approach aimed at
revitalizing Christian Marriage. The emphasis is on
communication between husband and wife, who
spend a weekend together away from the
distractions and the tensions of everyday life, to
concentrate on each other. This is a time for you
and your spouse to be alone together, to
REDISCOVER each other and together focus on
your relationship for an entire weekend.
REDISCOVER the spark that was there on your
wedding day! REDISCOVER the best friend you
had when you were first married! And join the
millions of couples worldwide who have learned
how to keep their marriage vibrant and alive. For
more information visit https://wwmema.org/. 

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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