
"While [St Philip Neri (d. 1595)] was with
the greatest earnestness asking of the Holy
Ghost, his gifts, there appeared to him a
GLOBE OF FIRE, which entered into his
mouth and lodged in his breast; and
thereupon he was suddenly surprised with
such a FIRE OF LOVE, that, unable to bear
it, he threw himself on the ground, and, like
one trying to cool himself, bared his breast to
temper in some measure the FLAME which
he felt. When he had remained so for some
time, and was a little recovered, he rose up
full of unwonted joy, and immediately all his
body began to shake with a violent tremor;
and putting his hand to his bosom, he felt by
the side of his heart, a swelling about as big
as a man’s fist, but neither then nor
afterwards was it attended with the slightest
pain or wound."
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

KEEPING THE YOUNG FROM VICE

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. —1 Cor 11:1

The excerpt below (continued on the insert) is from the
1902 revised edition of  Fr. Pietro Giacomo Bacci's La Vita
di San Filippo Neri [Life of St Philip Neri] first published in
1794. Book II, Chapter VII: Philip's Wonderful Way of
Keeping Young People from Vice.

PHILIP knew very
well that men mostly
carry to the grave the
vicious habits they
have acquired in their
youth; and hence it
was, that although he
was anxious to turn all
kinds of people from
sin, he labored with a
special zeal for the
conversion and
perseverance of youth,
sedulously inventing
ways of keeping them
from offending God,
and insinuating into
their hearts the desire
of virtue. When he
grew old, and his
bodily strength had
nearly failed through
excessive fatigues, the
holy man was still seen
going about the streets
of Rome with a train
of young men,
conversing with each
of them in a manner
suitable to their
profession, making
them affectionate, one towards another, and winning their
reverence and affection to himself.
Sometimes he left his prayers, and went
down to sport and banter with young men,
and by this sweetness and condescension,
and playful conversation, as Cardinal



Crescenzio deposes, he gained their souls. He very often
conducted them to some open ground, and there made
them play together at different games, such as battledore,
or mall. He generally began the game himself, and
afterwards retired to some thicket or hillock, either to read,
or to meditate on some point of the Passion; for he mostly
carried about with him a little book which contained
nothing but the ends of the four Gospels, with the Passion;
after he had read a little while, he was unable to go on, but
became motionless, and absorbed in contemplation.

Whenever any of them left off coming to confession or
to the Oratory, the same affectionate charity moved him to
send for them and win them back in some touching way;
and if they had unfortunately swerved from the path of
virtue, he was indefatigable in effecting their return to the
service of God, even sending people to them underhand
and with some other pretext, who were to try and bring
them back again. He took this much to heart, and exhorted
his spiritual children to pray to God that he would please
to bring the wanderers back to frequent the Sacraments;
and it sometimes happened that the truants, thus regained,
resumed their spiritual exercises with more fervor than
ever.

It was well known in all Rome, and particularly among
religious, what a singular gift Philip had of exciting young
men to the love of virtue and the desire of perfection. The
Father Superior of the Dominicans in the convent of the
Minerva repeatedly gave him his novices with their reader,
that he might take them out where he pleased for
recreation, confident of the fruit they would reap from his
conversation: nor was he ever disappointed. Sometimes he
took them to the Seven Churches, particularly at the time
of the Carnival, and then they all received the Communion,
and said that was their Carnival; at other times he took
them to some agreeable place, where they stopped all day,
and dined together on the spot. The holy old man took
great pleasure in seeing them eat and be merry; and he used
to say, “Eat, my sons, and do not have any scruple about it,
for it makes me fat to watch you.” When dinner was over
he made them sit down on the bare earth, in a ring round
him, and gave them many counsels, telling them the secrets
of their hearts, and exhorting them to the practice of all
virtues, but especially that of perseverance, assuring them
that the Divine Majesty had conferred on them one of His
greatest benefits in having called them to religion; “and
this,” he added, “this I say with all my heart.” During these
addresses the novices felt their hearts burn with fervour
and a desire to profit by their vocation, and used to go
away contented and lighthearted, returning to the convent
with no little satisfaction and profit to their souls.

The patience which Philip had with young men, when
he was trying to keep them from sin, was something
indescribable. They made what noise they pleased, even
close to his room, and the Saint said nothing; some in the
house, however, complained of their want of discretion,
and the youths one day told Philip of this; but he answered,
“Let them talk, go you on with your play, and be merry; all
I want of you is to be out of the way of committing sin.”
He even made them play at ball in front of his room, that
they might not have any occasion to go elsewhere; and for

this end, whenever he made a happy capture of some boys
in the confessional, he used to entrust them to some of his
other penitents, in whom he had confidence, in order that
they might not have to seek friendships with others.

A certain Roman gentleman, who often went to visit
the Saint, wondering at the uproar the young men made,
asked the Saint hew he could possibly bear it. Philip
answered, “So long as they do not sin they may chop
firewood upon my back.” One of the persons most
influential at court, who was intimate with the Saint in his
youth, said to a friend, with tears in his eyes, “When I was a
youth, and confessed to Father Philip, I never committed a
mortal sin; but as soon as I left him I gave myself up,
wretch that I am! to this licentious life which I am now
living.”

He could not endure any one to be downcast or
pensive, because spirituality is always injured by it: and
directly he saw any one out of spirits, he instantly asked
him why he was in such a mood as that, and sometimes he
would give him a box on the car and say, “Be merry.” He
said that his long experience in the direction of souls had
taught him, that in spiritual matters blythe and cheerful
men were much more easy to guide than the melancholy.
Hence it was that he had a particular and marked leaning to
cheerful persons.

Speaking of this I must not omit to relate something
which on one occasion happened with some religious in his
room. Two Capuchins came to see him, the one an old the
other a young man. Philip looked both of them in the face,
and as it appeared to him that the young one had more
spirituality than his elder companion, he determined to try
if it was so, and that by his usual method of mortification.
It happened that the young Capuchin was guilty of a breach
of good manners in spitting in Philip’s presence, and the
Saint took occasion from that to give him a biting
reprimand. First of all, he exaggerated the matter in the
most excessive way, pretended to be in a furious passion,
and said, “What sort of manners is this! get out of my
presence,” and taking off one of his slippers, he made as
though he was going to hit him on the head with it. But
notwithstanding all Philip’s words and gestures, the young
Capuchin was as merry and cheerful as before, and did not
show the slightest sign of displeasure, whereas his
melancholy companion showed by his looks how deeply he
felt the mortification, though in reality it had fallen on his
companion, not on himself. The Saint, not contented with
all this, bid the young monk take his cloak off, telling him
he was not worthy to wear it; to which the young man
replied, “Your Reverence is master; I can go very willingly
without my cloak, not only because I am not worthy to
wear it, but because I am not cold; and above all because I
have had a most capital meal this morning.” The Saint then
played several other tricks with him, affecting great
frivolity, but nothing could disturb the young Capuchin’s
good humor, or tire his instant and willing obedience. At
last, Philip looking fiercely at him, sent him away, without
testifying the least affection for him; for all that the monk
was as cheerful as ever, and as patient.

— Continued on Bulletin Insert —



L A S T  W E E K

July 10 (15th Sunday Ordinary Time) — $6,117.00
July 17 (16th Sunday Ordinary Time) — $5,170.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Jul 24, SUNDAY — 16th Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | *Sunday Mass (resumes 11 Sep)
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Jul 25, MONDAY
12:15 PM | No Daily Mass

Jul 26, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Jul 27, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | Girls High School Endow Series 

   Discussion Group

Jul 28, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Jul 29, FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Jul 30, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Jul 23 (Sat), 5:30 PM Mark & Ruth Kenna (req. by
Mark & Joanne Kenna)

Jul 24 (Sun), 8:00 AM Patrick Riley (req. by the Bobek
Family)

Jul 24 10:00 AM Nestor Santiago (req. by Sue
Picard)

Jul 25 (Mon), 12:15 PM Rolande Allard (req. by Edna
Daniels)

Jul 27 (Wed), 12:15 PM Carlos Medeiros (req. by Emijly
Medeiros)

Jul 28 (Thu), 12:15 PM Jean Gagne (req. by Linda Ray)
Jul 29 (Fri),12:15 PM Seminarians of the diocese
Jul 30 (Sat), 5:30 PM Dr. Boris Naprta (req. by Anica,

Sara & Emma)
Jul 31 (Sun), 8:00 AM David Blanchette (req. by Norman

& Anne Lavoie)
Jul 31, 10:00 AM Carlos Medeiros & Family (req. by

Emily Medeiros)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

K-12 REGISTRATION for the 2022-2023 school
year has begun! Please register early to assist us
with planning. REGISTRATION can be completed
online (https://sjnnh.org/re-registration2022-23).
HARD COPY FORMS are also available in the
church gathering space if preferred.

AN INVITATION FOR ALL
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS

Continues 27 July (Wed), 7:00 PM
St John Neumann Parish Hall

JOIN US for evenings of discussion about growing
in relationship with God and in understanding of
the true teaching of the Church on the role of
women. Discussions will be led by Rachel
Magalski, a young adult of our parish community.

We'll be using The Endow High School Series:
Created to Love. The cost is $40 for non-parish
members, $20 for parishioners. 

PRAYING ON PENNACOOK STREET

PRO-LIFE ADVOCATES are joyfully celebrating
the overturning of ROE V. WADE. Sidewalk
counselors and PRAYER VOLUNTEERS are
grateful to the many people who kept the abortion
debate in the headlines over the years, and
prayerfully remember all those who didn't live to
see the victory they worked so hard to achieve. It's
important to know that abortion is still legal up to
24 weeks in New Hampshire and the battle for the
lives of the unborn is not over. Pro-lifers will work
to educate all that abortion is not health care, but
instead the violent termination of a defenseless
human person. Wednesdays are surgical abortion
days at the Manchester Planned Parenthood. Please
join PRAYER VOLUNTEERS outside anytime
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. For more information
about the life-affirming PENNACOOK
PREGNANCY CENTER, visit:

www.pennacookpregnancy.org
—or—

facebook.com/nhpregnancyhelp



DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
24 Sep '22

Join us on Saturday, September 24, 2022 for the
Diocesan Eucharistic Revival. The Revival is an
opportunity to honor Jesus Christ and His
presence with us in the Blessed Sacrament. The
event is hoped to bring approximately 7,000-8,000
people of all ages and backgrounds together in
order to worship and honor Jesus in our Diocese.
This FREE EVENT will include the New
Hampshire Catholic college choirs, Mass,
Eucharistic Speaker, Eucharistic Adoration,
Confession, displays of Relics, etc.
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. Please see the
enclosed flyer for more information.

CATHOLIC MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Families looking for a Catholic Middle School
education that emphasizes faith, academics, and
strong moral values are invited to apply to Saint
Christopher Academy for the Fall of 2022! Saint
Christopher's upper campus serves students in
grades 6-to-8 within a caring, joy-filled
community. Advanced academic programs and a
broad range of extracurricular and athletic
opportunities support the development of students
who are well-rounded learners and leaders. To
learn more, visit: SaintChrisAcademy.org or
contact Enrollment Coordinator LORRICE
BEDARD at (603) 882-7442, ext. 310.

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

St John Neumann Parish Online

To subscribe to SJN via FLOCKNOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message/data rates
may apply)

INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/



NICK BOURN'S EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

 

Build Crew

AMAZON SMILE

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.  To
participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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