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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

BEGGAR SAINT

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. —Luke
6:20

There is no condition of life which the grace of God has
not sanctified. The first excerpt below, from the life of St
Benedict Labre (d. 1783, aged 35), is a case in point. It was
Rome's largest funeral until Pope St John Paul II died in
2005. The second excerpt is an account of one of the 136
miracles attributed to the Saint's intercession.

At age 22 St Benedict
Labre discerned God's
will/plan for his life. He
was called to abandon
his family and whatever
was flattering in the
world in order to lead a
new sort of life: a life
most painful, most
penitential in the midst
of the world, devoutly
visiting as a pilgrim the
famous places of
Christian devotion
throughout Europe. He
submitted his conviction
to the judgment of
experienced confessors,
and was told he might
safely conform to it. Through the years that followed he
never wavered in the belief that this was the path appointed
for him by God. He set out clad in an old coat, a rosary
about his neck, another between his fingers, his arms folded
over a crucifix which lay upon his breast. He carried a New
Testament, a breviary which he recited daily, a copy of the
Imitation of Christ and a few other pious books. He slept
on the ground or in the open air. For food he was satisfied
with a piece of bread or some herbs, frequently taken but
once a day, and either provided by charity or gotten from
some refuse heap. He never asked for alms and was anxious
to give away to the poor whatever he received in excess of
his scanty wants. The first seven of the 13 remaining years
of his life were spent in pilgrimages to the 
more famous shrines of Europe, the six years 
he spent in Rome, leaving it only once a year 
to visit the Holy House of Loretto.



IT came to Wednesday in Holy Week. Among the churches
which Benedict frequented none saw him more than S.
Maria dei Monti, not very far from the Coliseum. In this
church he usually heard mass every morning; in the
neighborhood he was well known. On this day he had
attended the morning services; as he went out of the door,
about one in the afternoon, he was seen to fall on the steps.
Neighbors ran towards him. He asked for a glass of water,
but he could not lift himself up. A local butcher, who had
often been kind to Benedict, offered to have him carried to
his house, and Benedict agreed. They laid him on a bed, as
they thought, to rest; but it soon became clear that he was
dying. A priest was sent for, the Last Sacraments were
administered; but Benedict was too weak to receive
Viaticum. The prayers for the dying were said; at the
words: "Holy Mary, pray for him," Benedict died, without a
sigh or a convulsion. It was the 16th of April, 1783:
Benedict was 35 years of age.

And now some remarkable things happened. His
confessor and first biographer writes: "Scarcely had this
poor follower of Christ breathed his last when all at once
the little children from the houses hard by filled the whole
street with their noise, crying out with one accord: 'THE
SAINT IS DEAD, THE SAINT IS DEAD.'—But presently
after they were not only young children who published the
sanctity of Benedict; all Rome soon joined in their cries,
repeating the self-same words: 'A SAINT IS DEAD.' Great
numbers of persons who have been eminent for their
holiness, and famous for their miracles, have ended the
days of their mortal life in this city; but the death of none
of them ever excited so rapid and lively an emotion in the
midst of the people as the death of this poor beggar. This
stirred a kind of universal commotion; for in the streets
scarcely anything could be heard but these few words:
'THERE IS A SAINT DEAD IN ROME. Where is the house
in which he has died?"'

Nor does this description seem to have been
exaggerated. Not only was it written within a year of the
event, so that anyone could bear witness to its truth; but we
know that scarcely was Benedict dead before two churches
were contending for the privilege of possessing his body. At
length it was decided that it should be given to S. Maria dei
Monti, which he had most frequented; and thither, on the
Wednesday night, it was carried. So great was the crowd
that the guard of police had to be doubled; a line of
soldiers accompanied the body to the church; more honor
could scarcely have been paid to a royal corpse. From the
moment that it was laid there the church was thronged
with mourners; the next day, Maundy Thursday, and again
throughout Good Friday, it almost lay in state during all
the Holy Week services. The throng all the time went on
increasing, so that the Cardinal Vicar was moved to allow
the body to remain unburied for four days. People of every
rank and condition gathered there; at the feet of Benedict
the Beggar all were made one. They buried him in the
church, close beside the altar, on Easter Sunday afternoon;
when the body was placed in the coffin it was remarked
that it was soft and flexible, as of one who had but just
been dead.

But the enthusiasm did not end with the funeral.
Crowds continued to flock to the church, soldiers were
called out to keep order. At length the expedient was tried
of closing the church altogether for some days. It was of no
avail; as soon as the church was reopened the crowds came
again, and continued coming for two months. Nothing like
it had been seen before, even in Rome; if ever anyone was
declared a saint by popular acclamation it was BENEDICT
JOSEPH LABRE, THE BEGGAR. Then the news spread
abroad. Within a year the name of Benedict was known all
over Europe. Lives of him began to appear, legends began
to grow, miracles, true and false, were reported from all
sides; it was to secure an authentic story, among many
inventions, that his confessor was called upon to write the
Life that we know.

Let us add one touching note. All this time the father
and mother, brothers and sisters of Benedict were living in
their home near Boulogne. For more than twelve years they
had heard nothing of him; they had long since presumed
that he was dead. Now, through these rumors, it dawned
upon them very gradually that the saint of whom all the
world was speaking was their son! "My son was dead, and is
come to life again; he was lost, and is found."

Alban Goodier, S.J., Saints for Sinners (New York: Image
Books, 1959)

TWO years after Benedict Labre's death, a nun,
Sister Maria of the Crucifixion, the chief cantor of
the Sisters' Benedictine Monastery in Sicily, lay
dying. Another sister who was close to Sister Maria
went before the Blessed Sacrament begging Our
Lord by the merits of Saint Benedict Labre to
restore Sister Maria's health and voice. 

The very next night, God sent Benedict to heal
her. Sister Maria saw him enter her room. She
reported he shone like the sun, resplendent and
beautiful. He said, "Do you know who I am? I am
Benedict Joseph Labre who died in Rome. God has
sent me hear to heal you! He gives you this gift
because you prefer to die in His house, rather than
be cured at home. God gives health to you by my
means." He then dipped his finger into a vessel he
was holding filled with fragrant oil and blessed her
in the sign of the cross saying: "In the name of God
and of the Most Holy Trinity, arise, you are cured!
Tomorrow you will be present with the others to
chant the Divine Office at the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and you shall sing the
Eucharistic Hymn Te Deum Laudamus in
thanksgiving for the favor given to you!" 

All the time while Benedict was speaking,
Sister Maria could not help but stare at the large
precious jewel which had the emblem of the
Trinity in its center hanging from his neck.
Benedict said to her, "This ornament  which you
admire on my breast has been given to me because
of my devotion to the Most Holy Trinity which I 



adored and revered." Having said this he
disappeared and along with him every symptom of
Sister Maria's disease. She immediately dressed and
ran to the choir loft where the sisters were
preparing to say the Office of the Dead for their
her. At the sight of Sister Maria, they were all filled
with fear thinking she was a ghost. Once Maria
explained everything all sang the Te Deum.

L A S T  W E E K

Aug 7 (18th Sunday Ordinary Time) — $4,531.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Aug 14, SUNDAY — 20th Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | *Sunday Mass (resumes 11 Sep)
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Aug 15, MONDAY — Holy Day [not obligatory]:
ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

12:15 PM | Holy Day Mass
  7:00 PM | Holy Day Mass

Aug 16, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Aug 17, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | Girls High School Endow Series 

   Discussion Group

Aug 17, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Aug 19, FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Aug 20, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Aug 13 (Sat), 5:30 PM Carole (req. by Diane
Bonenfant)

Aug 14 (Sun), 8:00 AM Peggy Capazzi (req. by John &

Mary Mann)
Aug 14, 10:00 AM John Kelly (req. by Jerry &

Sheila)
Aug 15 (Mon), 12:15 PM Julia Bilow (req. by Lynne

Weihrauch)
Aug 17 (Wed), 12:15 PM Zachary Matthew Martin (req.

by Deacon John Martin)
Aug 18 (Thu), 12:15 PM Mary Shand (req. by Mary

Nelson)
Aug 19 (Fri),12:15 PM Jim Shand - LIVING

INTENTION (req. by Mary
Nelson)

Aug 20 (Sat), 5:30 PM Colin Ptak (req. by Ellie 
Boucher) 

Aug 21 (Sun), 8:00 AM Gerard Scanzano (req. by Yetto
Family)

Aug 21, 10:00 AM Wendy Hesse & John
Riordan (req. by Maresco
Family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
24 Sep 2022 (Saturday)

Bank of NH Pavilion (Gilford, NH)

Bp. Peter Libasci invites all to join with him for a
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL. This is a FREE
diocesan event with the purpose of bringing
together people across the diocese to celebrate
JESUS' TRUE PRESENCE in the Blessed
Sacrament! 

SCHEDULE: 8:00 AM, Gates Open
9:00 AM, Eucharistic Preacher
10:30 AM, Mass w/ 200-person 

Choir
12:00 PM, Lunch
1:00 PM, Eucharistic Procession w/

Holy Hour
2:30 PM, Event Ends

C Bus Transportation TBD
C Free Parking
C Activities for Parents & Children
C Concessions
C Confession Available

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
www.EucharisticRevivalNH.org



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

K-12 REGISTRATION for the 2022-2023 school
year has begun! Please register early to assist us
with planning. REGISTRATION can be completed
online (https://sjnnh.org/re-registration2022-23).
HARD COPY FORMS are also available in the
church gathering space if preferred.

AN INVITATION FOR ALL
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS

Continues Aug 17 (Wed), 7:00 PM
St John Neumann Parish Hall

JOIN US for evenings of discussion about growing
in relationship with God and in understanding of
the true teaching of the Church on the role of
women. Discussions will be led by Rachel
Magalski, a young adult of our parish community.

We'll be using The Endow High School Series:
Created to Love. The cost is $40 for non-parish
members, $20 for parishioners. 

MINISTRIES SCHEDULE

We need to reconstitute the Ministries Scheduling
information. If you are interested in being on the
LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE for the
month of September, please contact Teri in the
main office, either through email:
tschmitt@sjnnh.org, or by phone: (603) 880-4689.
Please indicate the Mass preference, ministry that
you perform, and the dates that you are available.

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

St John Neumann Parish Online

To subscribe to SJN via FLOCKNOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message/data rates
may apply)



INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack

YOUTUBE
Sunday Mass is live streamed at 10:00 AM at:
"SJN MERRIMACK NH MASS" 

AMAZON SMILE

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.  To
participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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