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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

STIGMATA

Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. —1 Tim 2:3

The excerpt below,  is
from the first Life (ca.
1228) of St Francis of
Assisi by Thomas of
Celano, OFM. It
recounts Francis'
understanding, in the
words of St Gemma
Galgani (d. 1903), "If
you really want to
love Jesus, first learn
to suffer, because
suffering teaches you
to love." St Francis is
the first person to
have received the
stigmata (bodily marks
corresponding to
those left on Jesus'
body by the
crucifixion).

ONE day therefore
[Francis] came before
the sacred altar that
had been erected in
the hermitage where
he abode, took a
volume wherein the
sacred Gospels were
written and reverently
placed it on the altar.
Then prostrate in
prayer to God (not
less in heart than in
body) he asked with
humble supplication
that the gracious God,
"the father of mercies
and God of all comfort," would be pleased
to show him His will. And that he might
have strength perfectly to accomplish that
which in simplicity and devotion he had



begun long before, he humbly prayed that on his first
opening of the book it might be pointed out what would be
fittest for him to do. 

Then, rising from prayer, with contrite heart and in the
spirit of humility, and fortifying himself with the sign of the
holy cross, he took the book from the altar and opened it
with reverence and awe. And it came to pass that when he
had opened the book the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
first met his eye, and therein alone the passage announcing
that He would suffer tribulation. But to avoid any suspicion
that this might have happened by chance, he opened the
book a second and a third time and found the same or a
similar passage written. Then the man, full of the Spirit of
God, understood that it behooved him through much
anguish and much warfare to enter into the Kingdom of
God. But the valiant knight is not dismayed at wars that are
bursting upon him, nor is he shaken in mind who is about
to fight the Lord's battles in the camp of this world. The
man who had toiled long beyond the measure of human
strength without yielding even to himself had no fear of
falling before the foe. Truly he was most fervent, and if he
had in the past ages a companion in purpose, no one was
ever found superior to him in desire. It was even easier for
him to work perfection than to talk about it, for he always
applied himself with effectual zeal and effort not to words
(which are not constituents of good, but evidences of it) but
to holy deeds. And so he stood unshaken and glad and sang
songs of gladness in his heart to himself and to God.
Therefore he was held worthy of a greater revelation who
thus rejoiced over a lesser; and "he that is faithful in little is
set over many things" (Mt 25:21; cf. Luke 19:17).

While he dwelt in the hermitage which, from the place
in which it is situate, is called Alverna, two years before he
gave back his soul to Heaven, he saw in a vision of God a
man like a seraph having six wings, standing over him with
hands outstretched and feet joined together, fixed to a
cross. Two wings were raised above his head, two were
spread out for flight, and two veiled the whole body. Now,
when the blessed servant of the Most High saw this, he was
filled with exceeding great wonder, but he could not
understand what this vision might mean. Yet he rejoiced
greatly and was filled with vehement delight at the benign
and gracious look wherewith he saw that he was regarded
by the seraph, whose beauty far exceeded, all estimation;
but the crucifixion, and the bitterness of the seraph's
suffering smote him altogether with fear. Thus he arose, so
to speak, sorrowful and glad; and joy and grief alternated
in him. He anxiously pondered what this vision might
portend, and his spirit labored sore to come at the
understanding of it. And while he continued without any
clear perception of its meaning, and the strangeness of the
vision was perplexing his heart, marks of nails began to
appear in his hands and feet, such as he had seen a little
while before in the Man crucified who had stood over him.

His hands and feet seemed pierced in the midst by
nails, the heads of the nails appearing in the inner part of
the hands and in the upper part of the feet, and their points
over against them. Now those marks were round in the
inner side of the hands and elongated on the outer side,
and certain small pieces of flesh were seen like the ends of

nails bent and driven back, projecting from the rest of the
flesh. So also the marks of nails were imprinted in his feet,
and raised above the rest of the flesh. Moreover his right
side, as it had been pierced by a lance, was overlaid with a
scar, and often shed forth blood, so that his tunic and
drawers were many times sprinkled with the sacred blood.
Alas! how few were found worthy to see the sacred wound
in his side while the crucified servant of the crucified Lord
was yet alive! But happy was Elias who was found worthy
to see it somehow while the Saint was living; not less happy
Rufino who touched it with his own hands. For once, when
brother Rufino had put his hand into the most holy man's
bosom that he might scratch him, his hand (as it often
chances) slipped down to Francis' right side, and he
happened to touch that precious scar, at which touch the
Saint of God was not a little distressed, and, pushing the
hand away, he cried to the Lord that he might forgive him
(Rufino). For he concealed the stigmata most diligently
from strangers, and from those about him he hid them so
carefully that even the brethren at his side and his most
devoted followers were for a long time unaware of them.

And though the servant and friend of the Most High
saw himself adorned with such and so many of these pearls
(as with most precious jewels), and distinguished in
wondrous fashion beyond the glory and honor of all men,
he was not vain in his heart, nor did he seek to gratify [the
curiosity] of any concerning this matter from lust of
vainglory, but, that man's favor might not rob him of the
grace bestowed on him he exerted himself in every way he
could to hide it. For his custom was to reveal his chiefest
secret to few or none; fearing that if he revealed it to any,
these persons treating his confidence as a mark of special
affection would disclose it to others (as favorites are wont
to do), and that thereby he would suffer some loss in the
grace that had been given him. Accordingly he ever had in
his heart and often on his lips that saying of the Prophet, "I
have hidden Thy words in my heart that I should not sin
against Thee" (Ps 119: 11). And whenever any lay-people
came to him and he wished to abstain from talking with
them, he had given this token to the brethren and sons who
abode with him that when he should recite the aforesaid
verse they were at once with all courtesy to dismiss the
visitors. For he had found by experience that it is a very evil
thing to impart all things to everybody, and he knew that
no one can be spiritual whose secret perfections are not
more and greater than those which appear outwardly and
may in consequence of that appearance give rise to different
judgments among men. For he had found some who agreed
with him outwardly and disagreed with him inwardly,
applauding him to his face and mocking him behind his
back; who got credit for themselves and made him
somewhat mistrustful of the upright. For wickedness often
strives to blacken purity; and by reason of the falsehood
which is familiar to the many the truth spoken by the few is
not believed.



L A S T  W E E K

Aug 14 (20th Sunday Ordinary Time) — $5,157.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Aug 21, SUNDAY — 21st Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | *Sunday Mass (resumes 11 Sep)
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Aug 22, MONDAY 
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Aug 23, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Aug 24, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | Girls High School Endow Series 

   Discussion Group

Aug 25, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Aug 26, FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Aug 27, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Aug 20 (Sat), 5:30 PM Colin Ptak (req. by Ellie
Boucher)

Aug 21 (Sun), 8:00 AM Gerard Scanzano (req. by the
Yetto Family)

Aug 21, 10:00 AM Wendy Hesse & John Riordan
(req. by the Maresco Family)

Aug 22 (Mon), 12:15 PM Jamie Viveiros - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by Mary
Nelson)

Aug 24 (Wed), 12:15 PM Henry & Julia Bilow (req. by
Lynne Weihrauch)

Aug 25 (Thu), 12:15 PM Charles Merchant (req. by  
Mary Nelson)

Aug 26 (Fri), 12:15 PM Marion - LIVING INTENTION
(req. by D. Bonenfant)

Aug 27 (Sat), 5:30 PM Lucille DuBois (req. by Sandra
Towne)

Aug 28 (Sun), 8:00 AM Teresa Norton (req. by
Madeleine)

Aug 28, 10:00 AM Julia Bilow (req. by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
24 Sep 2022 (Saturday)

Bank of NH Pavilion (Gilford, NH)

Bp. Peter Libasci invites all to join with him for a
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL. This is a FREE
diocesan event with the purpose of bringing
together people across the diocese to celebrate
JESUS' TRUE PRESENCE in the Blessed
Sacrament! 

SCHEDULE: 8:00 AM, Gates Open
9:00 AM, Eucharistic Preacher
10:30 AM, Mass w/ 200-person 

Choir
12:00 PM, Lunch
1:00 PM, Eucharistic Procession w/

Holy Hour
2:30 PM, Event Ends

C Bus Transportation TBD
C Free Parking
C Activities for Parents & Children
C Concessions
C Confession Available

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
www.EucharisticRevivalNH.org

PARISH PRAYER MINISTRY

The parish has a PRAYER LINE MINISTRY. To
become involved or to add someone to the
PRAYER LINE, please contact Teri at the parish
office at (603) 880-4689, or email <tschmitt@
sjnnh.org>. To preserve confidentiality we ask that
you provide only the individual's first name and
last initial.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Fr. John Grace, Emily, Susan,
Marybeth, Kathleen, Susan, Kim, Phillis, Starlita,
John, Scott, Warren, Apryl, Gianna, Patty & her
father, Amy, Paul as well as Catholic missionaries
serving around the world. NOTE: Two of the
people we've prayed for have made near
miraculous recoveries!



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

K-12 REGISTRATION for the 2022-2023 school
year has begun! Please register early to assist us
with planning. REGISTRATION can be completed
online <https://sjnnh.org/re-registration2022-23>.
HARD COPY FORMS are also available in the
church gathering space if preferred.

SAINT CHRISTOPHER ACADEMY

The school year starts soon! St Christopher
Academy invites all Pre-K students to join us.
Located at 20 Cushing Ave., Nashua, the
Academy's Pre-K program blends educational and
social experiences to encourage students to
participate, share, and learn about themselves and
others while taking the first steps in their academic
career. Strong Catholic moral and spiritual
teaching are the foundation of the program.
Students 4-years-of-age by September 30 are
eligible to enroll in either a full or half-day
(morning) program for five days per week. To
learn more, visit: <SaintChrisAcademy.org> or
contact our Enrollment Coordinator, Lorrice
Bedard at (603) 882-7442, ext. 310.

MINISTRIES SCHEDULE

We need to reconstitute the Ministries Scheduling
information. If you are interested in being on the
LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE for the
month of September, please contact Teri in the
main office, either through email: <tschmitt@
sjnnh.org> or by phone: (603) 880-4689. Please
indicate the Mass preference, ministry that you
perform, and the dates that you are available.

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

St John Neumann Parish Online

To subscribe to SJN via FLOCKNOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message/data rates 



may apply)

INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

FACEBOOK

facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack

YOUTUBE
Sunday Mass is live streamed at 10:00 AM at:
"SJN MERRIMACK NH MASS" 

AMAZON SMILE

Please consider supporting our St John
Neumann FOOD PANTRY whenever you
purchase items through AMAZON.COM.  To
participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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