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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

BY GENTLENESS AND LOVE

The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked
leads them astray. —Proverbs 12:26

The excerpts below are from St Don Bosco's (d. 1888)
autobiography, Memoirs of the Oratory of Saint Francis de
Sales 1815 to 1855. The first recounts how, at the age of
nine, he was called to be a priest. The second recounts the
importance of choosing one's companions carefully (see
Prov 12:26).

IT was at that age [9] that I had a dream. All my life this
remained deeply impressed on my mind. In this dream I
seemed to be near my home in a fairly large yard. A crowd
of children were playing there. Some were laughing, some
were playing games, and quite a few were swearing. When I
heard these evil words, I jumped immediately amongst
them and tried to stop them by using my words and my
fists. At that moment a dignified man appeared, a nobly
dressed adult. He wore a white cloak, and his face shone so
that I could not look directly at him. He called me by name,
told me to take charge of these children, and added these
words: "You will have to win these friends of yours not by
blows but BY GENTLENESS AND LOVE. Start right away
to teach them the ugliness of sin and the value of virtue."
Confused and frightened, I replied that I was a poor,
ignorant child. I was unable to talk to those youngsters
about religion. At that moment the kids stopped their
laughing, shouting, and swearing; they gathered round the
man who was speaking. Hardly knowing what I was saying,
I asked, "Who are you, ordering me to do the impossible?"
"Precisely because it seems impossible to you, YOU MUST
MAKE IT POSSIBLE THROUGH OBEDIENCE AND
THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE." "Where, by
what means, can I acquire knowledge?" "I will give you a
teacher. Under her guidance you can become wise. Without
her, all wisdom is foolishness." "But who are you that speak
so?" "I am the son of the woman whom your mother has
taught you to greet three times a day."' "My mother tells me
not to mix with people I don't know unless I have her
permission. So tell me your name."

"Ask my mother what my name is." At that moment, I
saw a lady of stately appearance standing
beside him. She was wearing a mantle that
sparkled all over as though covered with
bright stars. Seeing from my questions and
answers that I was more confused than ever,



she beckoned me to approach her. She took me kindly by
the hand and said, "Look." Glancing round, I realized that
the youngsters had all apparently run away. A large number
of goats, dogs, cats, bears, and other animals had taken
their place. "This is the field of your work. Make yourself
humble, strong, and energetic. And what you will see
happening to these animals in a moment is what you must
do for my children."

I looked round again, and where before I had seen wild
animals, I now saw gentle lambs. They were all jumping
and bleating as if to welcome that man and lady. At that
point, still dreaming, I began crying. I begged the lady to
speak so that I could understand her, because I did not
know what all this could mean. She then placed her hand
on my head and said, "In good time you will understand
everything." With that, a noise woke me up and everything
disappeared. I was totally bewildered.

My hands seemed to be sore from the blows I had
given, and my face hurt from those I had received. The
memory of the man and the lady, and the things said and
heard, so occupied my mind that I could not get any more
sleep that night.

I wasted no time in telling all about my dream. I spoke
first to my brothers, who laughed at the whole thing, and
then to my mother and grandmother. Each one gave his
own interpretation. My brother Joseph said, "You're going
to become a keeper of goats, sheep, and other animals." My
mother commented, "WHO KNOWS, BUT YOU MAY
BECOME A PRIEST."

Anthony merely grunted, "Perhaps you'll become a
robber chief." But my grandmother, though she could not
read or write, knew enough theology and made the final
judgement, saying, "Pay no attention to dreams."
I agreed with my grandmother. However, I was unable to
cast that dream out of my mind. The things I shall have to
say later will give some meaning to all this. I kept quiet
about these things, and my relatives paid little attention to
them. But when I went to Rome in 1858 to speak to the
Pope about the Salesian Congregation, he asked me to tell
him everything that had even the suggestion of the
supernatural about it. It was only then, for the first time,
that I said anything about this dream which I had when I
was nine or ten years old. The Pope ordered me to write
out the dream in all its detail and to leave it as an
encouragement to the sons of that Congregation whose
formation was the reason for that visit to Rome.

ALL this time I had to use my own initiative to
learn how to deal with my COMPANIONS. I put
them in three groups: the good, the indifferent,
and the bad. As soon as I spotted the bad ones, I
avoided them absolutely and always. The
indifferent I associated with only when necessary,
but I was always courteous with them. I made
friends with the good ones, and then only when I
was sure of them.

As I knew few people in the town, I made it a
rule to keep to myself. I sometimes had to

discourage people I did not know too well. Some
wanted to get me to a show, others into some
gambling, and still others to go swimming. And
there were suggestions that I should steal fruit from
the town gardens or country orchards.

One companion was so bold as to suggest that
I should steal a valuable object from my landlady
so that we could buy some sweets. Gradually I got
to know the undesirables and firmly avoided their
company. Usually I had a counter to these
suggestions. I used to tell them that my mother had
asked my landlady to look after me, and out of
love for my mother I did not want to go anywhere
nor do anything without good Lucy's consent.

This firm obedience to the good woman led to
a very happy and practical conclusion. With much
pleasure, Lucy asked me to take charge of her only
son, a lively youth  more interested in games than
in schoolwork. She depended on me to check his
homework even though he was in the class above
me. I took him in hand as if he were my brother.' I
used little prizes as bribes to get to him. I played
indoor games with him and helped him to be
faithful to his religious duties. Little by little he
became more tractable, obedient, and studious.'
After six months he had become so good and
diligent that his teacher was satisfied and he won
honors in class. His mother was so delighted that
she refused to accept my monthly rent.

Since the COMPANIONS who tried to coax
me into their escapades were the most careless
about everything, they began to come to me for
help because I did them the kindness of lending
them my homework or dictating it to them. The
teachers frowned on this. They said that it was a
false kindness that only encouraged laziness, and
they strictly forbade me to do it. I then resorted to
less obvious ways of helping them, such as
explaining problems to them and lending a helping
hand to those who needed it. Thus I made
everyone happy and won the goodwill and
affection of my COMPANIONS. At first they came
to play, then to listen to stories or to do their
homework, and finally for no reason at all, just as
the boys at Murialdo and Castelnuovo used to do.

That these gatherings might have a name, we
called ourselves the Society for a Good Time."
There was a reason for the name, because everyone
was obliged to look for such books, discuss such
subjects, or play such games as would contribute to
the happiness of the members. Whatever would
induce sadness was forbidden, especially things
contrary to God's law. Those who swore, used
God's name in vain, or indulged in bad talk were
turned away from the club at once.

So it was that I found myself the leader of a
crowd of COMPANIONS. Two basic rules were
adopted: 



(1) Each member of the Society for a Good Time
should avoid language and actions unbecoming
a good Christian. 

(2) Exactness in the performance of scholastic
and religious duties. 

All this helped my reputation, and in 1832 my
COMPANIONS respected me like the captain of a
small army. I was much in demand for
entertainments, for helping pupils privately, or for
giving lessons or reviews at home.

Thus Divine Providence enabled me to supply
my own clothes, school necessities, and other
things without having to disturb my family in any
way.

L A S T  W E E K

Aug 21 (21st Sunday Ordinary Time) — $5,697.00
Holy Day (Assumption, Aug 15) — $1,000.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Aug 29, SUNDAY — 22nd Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | *Sunday Mass (resumes 11 Sep)
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Aug 30, MONDAY 
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Aug 31, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Sep 1, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Sep 2, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Sep 3, FIRST FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Sep 4, FIRST SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  8:30 AM | First Saturday Rosary
  9:00 AM | First Saturday Mass, followed by
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Aug 28 (Sat), 5:30 PM Lucille DeBois (req. by Sandra
Towne)

Aug 29 (Sun), 8:00 AM Teresa Norton (req. by
Madeleine, a friend)

Aug 29, 10:00 AM Julia Bilow (req. by family)
Aug 30 (Mon), 12:15 PM Earl Stimson (req. by Sandra

Towne)
Sep 1 (Wed), 12:15 PM Mark Grandmaison (req. by

Mary Nelson)
Sep 2 (Thu), 12:15 PM Fr. Ray Kiley (req. by Mary

Nelson)
Sep 3 (Fri), 12:!5 PM Sean Doherty (req. by Marie

Doherty)
Sep 3 (Sat), 5:30 PM Elsie Perreira (req. by Emily

Medeiros)

Sep 4 (Sun), 8:00 AM Claire McAuliffe (req. by 
Joan Rowell)

Sep 4, 10:00 AM David Blanchette (req. by Sue
Willard)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
24 Sep 2022 (Saturday)

Bank of NH Pavilion (Gilford, NH)

Bp. Peter Libasci invites all to join with him for a
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL. This is a FREE
diocesan event with the purpose of bringing
together people across the diocese to celebrate
JESUS' TRUE PRESENCE in the Blessed
Sacrament! 

  REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED  
 www.EucharisticRevivalNH.org 

SCHEDULE: 8:00 AM, Gates Open
9:00 AM, Eucharistic Preacher
10:30 AM, Mass w/ 200-person 

Choir
12:00 PM, Lunch
1:00 PM, Eucharistic Procession w/

Holy Hour
2:30 PM, Event Ends

C Bus Transportation TBD
C Free Parking
C Activities for Parents & Children



C Concessions
C Confession Available

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY

To become involved or to request prayer for
someone, please contact Teri at the parish office at
(603) 880-4689 or <tschmitt@sjnnh.org>. To
preserve confidentiality, just provide the
individual's first name and last initial. PLEASE
PRAY FOR: 

Fr. John Grace; all Catholic missionaries serving
around the world; Emily, Susan, Marybeth,
Kathleen, Susan, Kim, Phillis, Starlita, John, Scott,
Warren, Apryl, Gianna, Patty, Patty’s father, Amy,
Paul, Michelle, and Dan.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

K-12 REGISTRATION for the 2022-2023 school
year has begun! Please register early to assist us
with planning. REGISTRATION can be completed
online (https://sjnnh.org/re-registration2022-23).
HARD COPY FORMS are also available in the
church gathering space if preferred.

40th ANNUAL SCOUT RETREAT

All Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts (Grades 6-12) and
adult leaders are invited to the 40th Annual Scout
Retreat, Sep 16-Sep 18 (Fri-Sun) at Cp. Fatima in
Gilmanton Iron Works, NH sponsored by the
Diocesan Catholic Scouting Committee. COST is
$13.00/Scout, $10.00/Adult. To REGISTER:
<2022scoutretreat.eventbirte.com>. For more
info: <www.catholicnh.org/scout> or email:
FrRay3@gmail.com or call (603) 224-4393 x1. To
see past retreats:
<www.facebook.com/nhscoutretreat>.

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

St John Neumann Parish Online

To subscribe to SJN via FLOCKNOTES go to:



https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message/data rates
may apply)

INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack

YOUTUBE
Sunday Mass is live streamed at 10:00 AM at:
"SJN MERRIMACK NH MASS" 

OF NOTE

We were able to donate the old St John Neumann
Basketball and Cheerleader uniforms to the Valley
of the Angels boarding school in Guatemala City,
Guatemala run by Fr. Joaquin, OFM. St Kathryn's
Parish (Hudson, NH) is sending them along with
the school supplies and hygiene products they've
collected for the school.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight

lbobek63@gmail.com
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