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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

SAINT CLARE

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. —Mt
5:3

The excerpt below is from The Life and Legends of Saint
Francis of Assisi by Fr. Candide Chalippe, OFM first
published in 1727. At the age of 18, moved by the
preaching of St Francis and his example evangelical
poverty, Clare escaped her father's home on the evening
March 19th, 1212. Encouraged by St Francis, she
embracing the consecrated life and evangelical poverty
herself.

ST FRANCIS'
discourses, backed
by his example, 
prayers, and
exhortations 
animated by an
ardent zeal, were so
efficacious, that in
the town and county
of Assisi a very great
number of persons
was converted, and
the fire of divine
love was kindled in
every heart. There
were many young
girls who made vows
of perpetual
virginity; amongst
whom the Blessed
CLARE appeared as the most beautiful plant in the garden
of the Celestial Spouse, and as a star more brilliant than all
the others.

This illustrious maiden was the daughter of a rich and
noble family of Assisi. Her father, Favorine Scifi, was
descended from the ancient and powerful noble houses.
Her mother, of equal high birth and exalted piety, was
called Hortulana. They had three daughters, CLARE,
Agnes, Beatrix. Being about to be confined
of the first, and praying to God before a
crucifix in a church for a safe delivery,
Hortulana heard a voice, which said to her:



"Woman, fear not, thou wilt bring forth,
without danger, a light which will illuminate a
vast space." 

This was the reason she gave the name of CLARE to the
daughter to whom she gave birth, in the hopes of seeing the
accomplishment of what it might signify.

Indeed, from her earliest years, CLARE's virtue shone
as an aurora, the prognostication of a fine day. She received
with docility the instructions of her mother, and her whole
conduct was the fruit thereof; the exercise of prayer
became familiar to her; she every day recited the Lord's
Prayer a number of times, which she marked with small
stones, in order to be exact in the daily number she had
assigned for herself. In that she resembled the solitary of
the Desert of Seethe, who kept an account of the number
of his prayers, offering them to God three hundred times
each day. Naturally tender and compassionate to the poor,
she aided them voluntarily, and the opulence of her family
enabled her to assist them abundantly. But, in order to
render her charities more agreeable to God, she sent to the
poor, by confidential persons, the nicest eatables which
were served to herself. The love of God, with which these
holy practices inflamed her heart, inspired her with a
hatred of her own body, and showed her the vanity of all
the things of this world. Under her own costly dresses,
which her situation in society obliged her to wear, she
constantly had a hair-shirt; and she cleverly refused a
proposal of marriage which her parents wished her to
accept, recommending to God her virginity, which she
intended to preserve in entire purity. Although she was at
that time confined in the bosom of her family, and solely
intent on sanctifying herself in secret before the eyes of
God, her virtue became the subject of admiration, without
her being conscious of it, and drew down upon her the
esteem and praise of the whole town.

The great celebrity which the sanctity of Francis gained
in the world, could not be unknown to young CLARE.
Aware that this wonderful man renewed a perfection on
the earth which was almost forgotten, she wished much to
see him and to have conversations with him. Francis also,
having heard the reputation of CLARE'S virtues, had an
equal desire to communicate with her, that he might tear
her from the world and present her to Jesus Christ. They
saw and visited each other several times. CLARE went to St
Mary of the Angels with a virtuous lady, a relation of hers,
whose name was Bona Guelfucci; Francis also came to see
her, but always taking the necessary precautions to have the
pious secret kept. She placed herself entirely under his
guidance, and he soon persuaded her to consecrate herself
to God. An interior view of eternal happiness inspired her
with such contempt for the vanities of the world, and filled
her heart with such divine love, that she had a complete
loathing for finery, which it was not as yet permitted her to
throw aside; and from that time she entered into
engagements to live in a state of perpetual virginity. 

The holy director did not choose that so pure a soul
should continue longer exposed to the contagion of the
world. She had herself come to him some days before Palm

Sunday to hasten the execution of her intention; he told her
to assist at the ceremony of the delivery of palms dressed in
her usual ornaments, to leave Assisi the following night, as
our Blessed Savior had left Jerusalem to suffer on Mount
Calvary, and to come to the church of St Mary of the
Angels, where she would exchange her worldly ornaments
for a penitential habit, and the vain joys of the world for
holy lamentations over the Passion of Jesus Christ.

On the 18th of March, being Palm Sunday, CLARE,
magnificently dressed, went with other ladies to the
Cathedral Church, and as she remained in her place out of
bashfulness while the others crowded forward to receive
the palms, the bishop came down from the altar, and
carried a palm branch to her, as a symbol of the victory she
was about to gain over the world.

The following night, accompanied as propriety
required, she arranged her flight as her spiritual
Father had directed, and according to the
earnest wish of her soul. Not being able to get
out by the front door, of which she had not the
key, she had the courage and strength to break
open a small door which had been blocked up
with stones and wood, and she repaired to the
church, where Francis and his brethren, who
were saying their matins, received her with
great solemnity, bearing lighted tapers in their
hands. They cut off her hair before the altar,
and after she had taken off her ornaments with
the help of the females who accompanied her,
she received the penitential habit, consecrating
her virginity to Jesus Christ, while the religious
chanted hymns and canticles.

It was a touching scene to see a young noble lady, only
eighteen years of age, in solitude, in the middle of the
night, renounce all the advantages and allurements of the
world, put on sackcloth and a cord, and devote herself to a
rigorous system of penitential exercises, solely for the love
of God.

As soon as the ceremony was over, Francis took her,
followed by her companions, to the monastery of
Benedictines of St Paul, there to remain until Divine
Providence should provide a dwelling for them.

When morning dawned, and her parents learnt what
had occurred during the night, they were overwhelmed
with grief. They equally disapproved of what CLARE had
done, and of the manner in which she had carried her
intention into execution; and they went in great numbers to
the monastery of St Paul, to compel her to leave it. At first
they spoke to her in mild and friendly terms; they
represented to her that she was choosing a vile and
contemptible state of life, which was disgraceful to her
family, and that there was no precedent in the whole
country of such an occurrence.

After which they attempted by violence to force her
from the monastery; which they might easily have done,
because in those times the religious females did not keep
strict enclosure, beside which her relations were all military
men, accustomed to acts of violence.



CLARE uncovered her head to show them that she was
shorn; and she protested, clinging to the altar, that nothing
in the world should tear her from Jesus Christ. Either
because they had too much respect for religion to venture
to violate so holy an asylum, or that God restrained them
by His power, they molested her no farther. Giving up all
hopes of conquering her, they left her in peace.

L A S T  W E E K

Aug 28 (22nd Sunday Ordinary Time) — $5,188.00
Capital Improvements — $524.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sep 4, SUNDAY — 23rd Week of Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | *Sunday Mass (resumes next Sunday) 
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Sep 5, MONDAY — SJN office closed; daily Mass will
still be offered

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Sep 6, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Sep 7, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Sep 8, THURSDAY
10:00 AM | Women's Bible Study
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Sep 9, FRIDAY
10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Sep 10, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Sep 3 (Sat), 5:30 PM Elsie Perreira (req. by Emily
Medeiros)

Sep 4 (Sun), 8:00 AM Claire McAuliffe (req. by Joan
Rowell)

Sep 4, 10:00 AM David Blanchette (req. by Sue
Willard)

Sep 5 (Mon), 12:15 PM Mary Nelson - LIVING
INTENTION

Sep 7 (Wed), 12:15 PM Ed Foran - LIVING

INTENTION (req. by Mary
Nelson)

Sep 8 (Thu), 12:15 PM Vin Coviello - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by Mary
Nelson)

Sep 9 (Fri), 12:15 PM Fr. Robert Whitney - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by the
Connelly Family)

Sep 10 (Sat), 5:30 PM Richard Allen (req. by Linda
Allen)

Sep 11 (Sun), 8:00 AM Pat Davis (req. by Tom Davis)
Sep 11, 10:00 AM Ella True (req. by the Sheehan

Family)

Sep 11, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION

https://sjnnh.org/re-registration2022-23

DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
24 Sep 2022 (Saturday)

Bank of NH Pavilion (Gilford, NH)

Bp. Peter Libasci invites all to join with him for a
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL. This is a FREE
diocesan event with the purpose of bringing
together people across the diocese to celebrate
JESUS' TRUE PRESENCE in the Blessed
Sacrament! 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
www.EucharisticRevivalNH.org

SCHEDULE: 8:00 AM, Gates Open
9:00 AM, Eucharistic Preacher
10:30 AM, Mass w/ 200-person

Choir
12:00 PM, Lunch
1:00 PM, Eucharistic Procession 

w/ Holy Hour
2:30 PM, Event Ends

C Bus Transportation TBD
C Free Parking
C Activities for Parents & Children
C Concessions
C Confession Available



PRAYER LINE MINISTRY

To become involved or to request prayer for
someone, please contact Teri at the parish office at
(603) 880-4689 or <tschmitt@sjnnh.org>. To
preserve confidentiality, just provide the
individual's first name and last initial. PLEASE
PRAY FOR:

Rev. John Grace, Emily, Susan, Marybeth, Kathleen,
Susan, Kim, Phillis, Starlita, John, Scott, Warren,
Apryl, Gianna, Patty, Patty's Father, Amy, Paul,
Michelle, Dan, James, Emily, Jane, Mike, and for
those with Long-COVID.

PLEASE PRAY, TOO, FOR: Catholic catechists and
missionaries, and for those suffering from droughts
and flooding around the world.

CRAFTERS WANTED

RESURRECTION PARISH (449 Broad St, Nashua,
NH) is looking for crafters for their JINGLE BELL
FAIR & HOLIDAY CELEBRATION to be held on
November 19, 2022. Cost is $40/space. For more
information, please call the parish office: (603)
882-0925.

40th ANNUAL SCOUT RETREAT

All Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts (Grades 6-12) and
adult leaders are invited to the 40th Annual Scout
Retreat, Sep 16-Sep 18 (Fri-Sun) at Cp. Fatima in
Gilmanton Iron Works, NH sponsored by the
Diocesan Catholic Scouting Committee. COST is
$13.00/Scout, $10.00/Adult. To REGISTER:
<2022scoutretreat.eventbirte.com>. For more
info: <www.catholicnh.org/scout> or email:
FrRay3@gmail.com or call (603) 224-4393 x1.
Past retreats: www.facebook.com/nhscoutretreat.

St John Neumann Parish Online

To subscribe to SJN via FLOCKNOTES go to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
—or—

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message/data rates
may apply)

INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/sjnmerrimack/

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack



YOUTUBE
The SUNDAY MASS is live streamed at 10:00 AM    
at: "SJN MERRIMACK NH MASS" 

AMAZON SMILE

To participate, go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

If you add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice, 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight
lbobek63@gmail.com

mailto:cbryson@sjnnh.org
mailto:SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net
mailto:dayaway@sjnnh.org

