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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

THE CROSS

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. —1 Cor 1:18

The first excerpt below is from an article entitled, "The
Good Thief" by Brother Casimir Zvirblis, O.P. (d. 1972),
which gives an historical account of the brutal nature of
crucifixion. The second is St Thomas Aquinas' (d. 1274)
reflection on Jesus' Passion: "The Cross Exemplifies Every
Virtue".

THE CRUCIFIXION [detail]
by Peter Paul Rubens (d. 1640)

A BRIEF history of the punishment to which Dimas had
been sentenced is interesting. We know from history that
crucifixion was not a Jewish punishment in the beginning.
It was practiced first among the Assyrians, the Persians, and
the Scythians; then in Egypt and in Carthage. The Greek
and Roman civilization, in turn, adopted it and it soon
became the ordinary punishment of slaves. According to the
law of Moses, a criminal could be decapitated, strangled,
burned or stoned. He was never attached to the cross until
after death, and then it was to inflict ignominy upon his
body. The ferocity of Alexander Jannaeus, who had caused
eight hundred prisoners to be crucified, was cited as an
abominable crime. But a century later, the Romans
imported into Palestine this method of punishment in use in
the other provinces of the empire against rebels and
malefactors.

It is worthy of note that, while condemning Dimas to
the most frightful of penalties, the Roman jurisdiction had
allotted him that very one in which he
would be able to retain the longest his full
liberty of mind and speech. For the cross is
going to be the rostrum from which he will
confess to the world at his last moment his



belief in the  divinity of Jesus Christ. Stoned or beheaded,
he would have never saved his soul, as far as we can
ascertain from his past life of wickedness.

With odious prevision, the Roman authority always
kept a quantity of gibbets in reserve for the criminals. The
terrible stake had to be neither too light nor too heavy, for
the condemned had to carry or drag it himself. Pagan
authors also attest that such was the custom. Besides it was
necessary, according to the law, to have borne in front of
the condemned, or attached to his back, written in large
letters, his name and the reason of his condemnation.
Suetonius says that the title indicating the reason of the
punishment always preceded the criminal. The Jewish
custom was to have the one who was to be stoned preceded
by a crier who proclaimed his name, his crime, and the
witnesses who had accused him. Soldiers, commanded by a
centurion, were ordered to proceed to the execution. The
gloomy train on this day took the most direct road towards
one of the city gates. In order to hasten matters, they
omitted the procession in the streets and the mournful
pomp usual on such occasions.

They reach the place appointed for the execution. The
ancients were accustomed to execute their criminals by the
side of their most frequent roads, and on the prominent
points in the neighborhood. They sought in this way to
inspire in the people a more lively horror of crime, by
affording them a close view of its punishment. The slight
elevation of ground on which they halted was called
Golgotha, or the Skull, the Head, probably because the
form of the hillock-rocky, grayish, and void of
vegetation-evoked the thought of a bare skull. In our
modern languages Golgotha is more commonly called
Calvary.

There were, we must add here, two ways of crucifying
the condemned: they were attached to the fatal tree
sometimes by ropes, sometimes by nails. Both were in use
at the time. The cruel executioners preferred the second,
and enormous nails were used to pierce the hands and feet
of the condemned. Lucan speaks of a composite
arrangement in which, while nailing the feet and the hands,
they bound the body to the cross by ropes. the ground, and
it was accomplished with the aid of nails that fastened the
hands and the feet. The condemned was stripped of his
clothing and was compelled to stretch himself in a state of
nudity on the gibbet. Besides its four branches, the cross
had a small joist jutting out from the middle of the vertical
and principal piece. Tertullian mentions this seat on which
the body of the crucified found support. Otherwise the
muscles of the hands would have had great difficulty in
sustaining so heavy a weight. It is less certain that the feet
of the crucified rested in the same way on some support.
Gregory of Tours is the first perhaps to hold this, and many
artists have followed his suggestion.

Then the awful moment came. Even the most skeptical
were moved when the gibbet with its human load was
raised from the ground and, slipping into the hole, held the
malefactor suspended in the air. The same thing was done
to the other thief, the one who was to prove obstinate until
the end. Here they were—two wicked criminals, one on the
right, the other on the left of the Just and Innocent One.

Insults after insults were heaped upon the crucified
men. Jeers, sneers, ridicule, derision , scoffs, reproaches,
calumnies followed in turn. Nothing was lacking in the
terrible assault of the passing crowd, so justly likened by the
prophet to untamed bulls and to roaring lions rushing on
helpless and abandoned victims.

WHY did the Son of God have to suffer for us?
There was a great need, and it can be considered in
a twofold way: in the first place, as a remedy for
sin, and secondly, as an example of how to act.

It is a remedy, for, in the face of all the evils
which we incur on account of our sins, we have
found relief through the passion of Christ. Yet, it is
no less an example, for the passion of Christ
completely suffices to fashion our lives. Whoever
wishes to live perfectly should do nothing but
disdain what Christ disdained on the cross and
desire what he desired, for the cross exemplifies
every virtue.

If you seek the example of love: "Greater love
than this no man has, than to lay down his life for
his friends." Such a man was Christ on the cross.
And if he gave his life for us, then it should not be
difficult to bear whatever hardships arise for his
sake.

If you seek patience, you will find no better
example than the cross. Great patience occurs in
two ways: either when one patiently suffers much,
or when one suffers things which one is able to
avoid and yet does not avoid. Christ endured much
on the cross, and did so patiently, because when he
suffered he did not threaten; he was led like a
sheep to the slaughter and he did not open his
mouth. Therefore Christ's patience on the cross
was great. In patience let us run for the prize set
before us, looking upon Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith who, for the joy set before
him, bore his cross and despised the shame.

If you seek an example of humility, look upon
the crucified one, for God wished to be judged by
Pontius Pilate and to die.

If you seek an example of obedience, follow
him who became obedient to the Father even unto
death. For just as by the disobedience of one man,
namely, Adam, many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one man, many were made righteous.

If you seek an example of despising earthly
things, follow him who is the King of kings and the
Lord of lords, in whom are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge. Upon the cross he was
stripped, mocked, spat upon, struck, crowned with
thorns, and given only vinegar and gall to drink.

Do not be attached, therefore, to clothing and
riches, because "they divided my garments among
themselves." Nor to honors, for he experienced
harsh words and scourgings. Nor to greatness of
rank, for "weaving a crown of thorns they placed it



on my head." Nor to anything delightful, for "in
my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink."

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Nov 20, SUNDAY — 34th  Week of Ordinary Time

  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | Sunday Mass
   7:00 PM | Adoration 

Nov 21, MONDAY — Presentation of Blessed Virgin
Mary

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Nov 22, TUESDAY — St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Nov 23, WEDNESDAY — St Andrew Dung-Lac and
Companions

  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 
   Wednesday)

10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
10:30 AM | "Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed

   Mother"
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | "Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed

 Mother"

Nov 24, THURSDAY — THANKSGIVING DAY

  9:00 AM | MASS OF THANKSGIVING

Nov 25, FRIDAY 
10:00 AM | Food Pantry
12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Nov 26, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

Nov 19 (Sat), 5:30 PM Holy Souls
Nov 20 (Sun), 8:00 AM Jean Gagne (req. by Linda Ray)
Nov 20, 10:00 AM Jimmy Burnett & Archie

Hughes (req. by Sheila & Jerry
Burnett)

Nov 23 (Wed), 12:15 PM Fr. Robert Whitney - LIVING
INTENTION (req.  by the
Connelly Family)

Nov 24 (Thu), 9:00 AM Julia Bilow (req. by Lynne
Weihrauch)

Nov 25 (Fri), 12:15 PM Roger Barney (req. by Karen
Fletcher)

Nov 26 (Sat), 5:30 PM Mike & Judy Hardy (61st
Wedding Anniversary, req. by
Judy Hardy)

Nov 27 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners
Nov 27, 10:00 AM Julia Bilow (req. by family); Steve

Mroz (req. by Trish Mroz)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Thanksgiving Day
MASS OF THANKSGIVING

Nov 25, 9:00 AM

"If the only prayer you ever say in your
whole life is 'thank you' that would suffice"
(Meister Eckhart, d. 1328)

†
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

by St Francis of Assisi

YOU are holy, Lord, the only God, and
Your deeds are wonderful. You are strong.
You are great. You are the Most High. You
are Almighty. You, Holy Father are King of
heaven and earth. You are Three and One,
Lord God, all Good. You are Good, all
Good, supreme Good, Lord God, living
and true. You are love. You are wisdom.
You are humility. You are endurance. You
are rest. You are peace. You are joy and
gladness. You are justice and moderation.
You are all our riches, and You suffice for
us. You are beauty. You are gentleness. You
are our protector. You are our guardian
and defender. You are our courage. You are
our haven and our hope. You are our faith,
our great consolation. You are our eternal
life, Great and Wonderful Lord, God
Almighty, Merciful Savior. Amen.

THURSDAY WOMEN'S GROUP

During the season of ADVENT, the Thursday
Morning Women's Group will be reading and
discussing the Advent devotional, "Peace Has a
Name" by Blessed is She. The group meets on
Thursdays at 10:00 AM (Dec 1, 8, 15, and 22). We
welcome all women in the parish to join us. The
devotional can be purchased at blessedisshe.net.
Both a paperback and an electronic copy are
available. TO REGISTER OR FOR ANY
QUESTIONS, please contact Claire Bryson at
cbryson@sjnnh.org.



SEEKING OUR SAVIOR

Commit to making this ADVENT a meaningful
one for your whole family, and get started by
attending "SEEKING OUR SAVIOR" on Sunday,
Nov 27 following the 10:00 AM Mass. All families
are invited to this special program. We'll begin with
bagels, donuts, coffee, and juice. After breakfast,
the kids will begin their TREASURE HUNT
learning about some of the stories in scripture that
get us ready to celebrate the birth of our Lord.

ACTIVITIES will be appropriate for children ages
preschool (with help) through fifth grade. Older
kids are encouraged to help out with stations or
just join us to socialize. (This is a FAMILY EVENT,
not a drop-off activity. Please plan to stay with
your children!) A free-will donation is welcome,
but not necessary. An RSVP is very much
appreciated to assist with budget and planning.
Please contact Claire Bryson (cbryson@sjnnh.org)
with the number in your group.

a

MARY: A BIBLICAL WALK WITH

THE MOTHER OF GOD

Offered twice each Wednesday: 10:30 AM and
again at 7:00 PM. "Mary: A Biblical Walk with the
Mother of God" is a video-based eight week series
hosted by Cheri Andersen. For more information
on this study see <ASCENSIONPRESS.COM> or
contact Cheri at: candersen@sjnnh.org.

CHOIR REHEARSALS

The SEASONAL CHOIR, in preparation for
Christmas Eve Mass, meets every Tuesday 7:00-
8:45 PM until Christmas. 

The CHILDREN'S CHOIR (all children from
Kindergarten through 6th Grade) will meet Sunday
mornings starting December 4, 9:00-9:45 AM.

In addition, Carol Yetto, our Music Director is
looking for new cantors/accompanists to join the
SJN music ministry.

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY

To add someone to the prayer line, please contact
Teri at the parish office: (603) 880-4689,
tschmitt@sjnnh.org. Please pray for: 

Please pray for: Tim, Sam, Max, Jess, Rebecca,
Daphne, Lynne, Jerry, Barbera, Elain's family,
Heather & Brandon, Olive, Liz, Diane & Jean,
Jack & family & friends, Greta, Judy, Marianne &
Rick, Milly, Joe, Lisa, Bill Mark, Shelley, our



country, and all of our parishioners and their
needs. 

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

OFFERING

NOTE: The bulletin is submitted a week prior
whenever  there is a holiday weekend. The offering
for last weekend will be posted along with this
weekend's offering next week.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children (K-5) and Family Ministry
cbryson@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x114

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth (6-12) and Adult Ministry
candersen@sjnnh.org
(603) 880-4689 x111

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
cyetto3358@gmail

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
outreach@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x116

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689

PARISH COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)
parishcouncil@sjnnh.org

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight
kofc@sjnnh.org

mailto:cbryson@sjnnh.org

