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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

SANCTA DEI GENETRIX

"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus." —Luke 1:30-31

The excerpts below are from St John Henry Cardinal
Newman's (d. 1890) meditations. He says the title "Holy
Mother of God" denotes the reason for all the other
titles/privileges of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Among them
the Morning Star and the Mystical Rose.

MADONNA AND CHILD
by Sano di Pietro (d. 1481)

MARY is the "SANCTA DEI GENETRIX," the Holy
Mother of God. As soon as we apprehend by faith the great
fundamental truth that Mary is the Mother of God, other
wonderful truths follow in its train; and one of these is that
she was exempt from the ordinary lot of mortals, which is
not only to die, but to become earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust. Die she must, and die she did, as her
Divine Son died, for He was man; but
various reasons have approved themselves to
holy writers, why, although her body was for
a while separated from her soul and
consigned to the tomb, yet it did not remain



there, but was speedily united to her soul again, and raised
by our Lord to a new and eternal life of heavenly glory.

And the most obvious reason for so concluding is
this—that other servants of God have been raised from the
grave by the power of God, and it is not to be supposed
that our Lord would have granted any such privilege to
anyone else without also granting it to His own Mother.

We are told by St Matthew, that after our Lord's death
upon the Cross "the graves were opened, and many bodies
of the saints that had slept"—that is, slept the sleep of
death, "arose, and coming out of the tombs after His
Resurrection, came into the Holy City, and appeared to
many." St Matthew says, "many bodies of the Saints"—that
is, the holy Prophets, Priests, and Kings of former
times—rose again in anticipation of the last day.

Can we suppose that Abraham, or David, or Isaiah, or
Hezekiah, should have been thus favored, and not God's
own Mother? Had she not a claim on the love of her Son
to have what any others had? Was she not nearer to Him
than the greatest of the Saints before her? And is it
conceivable that the law of the grave should admit of
relaxation in their case, and not in hers? Therefore we
confidently say that our Lord, having preserved her from
sin and the consequences of sin by His Passion, lost no time
in pouring out the full merits of that Passion upon her body
as well as her soul.

MARY is the "STELLA MATUTINA," the Morning
Star—after the Dark Night, but always Heralding
the Sun. 

What is the nearest approach in the way of
symbols, in this world of sight and sense, to
represent to us the glories of that higher world
which is beyond our bodily perceptions? What are
the truest tokens and promises here, poor though
they may be, of what one day we hope to see
hereafter, as being beautiful and rare? Whatever
they may be, surely the Blessed Mother of God
may claim them as her own. And so it is; two of
them are ascribed to her as her titles, in her
Litany—the stars above, and flowers below. She is
at once the Rosa Mystica and the Stella Matutina.

And of these two, both of them well suited to
her, the Morning Star becomes her best, and that
for three reasons.

First, the rose belongs to this earth, but the
star is placed in high heaven. Mary now has no
part in this nether world. No change, no violence
from fire, water, earth, or air, affects the stars
above; and they show themselves, ever bright and
marvelous, in all regions of this globe, and to all
the tribes of men.

And next, the rose has but a short life; its
decay is as sure as it was graceful and fragrant in its
noon. But Mary, like the stars, abides for ever, as
lustrous now as she was on the day of her
Assumption; as pure and perfect, when her Son
comes to judgment, as she is now.

Lastly, it is Mary's prerogative to be the
Morning Star, which heralds in the sun. She does
not shine for herself, or from herself, but she is the
reflection of her and our Redeemer, and she
glorifies Him. When she appears in the darkness,
we know that He is close at hand. He is Alpha and
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End. Behold He comes quickly, and His reward
is with Him, to render to everyone according to his
works. "Surely I come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus."

a

MARY is the "ROSA MYSTICA", the Mystical
Rose. Mary is the most beautiful flower that ever
was seen in the spiritual world. 

It is by the power of God's grace that from this
barren and desolate earth there have ever sprung
up at all flowers of holiness and glory. And Mary is
the Queen of them. She is the Queen of spiritual
flowers; and therefore she is called the Rose, for
the rose is fitly called of all flowers the most
beautiful.

But moreover, she is the Mystical, or hidden
Rose; for mystical means hidden. How is she now
"hidden" from us more than are other saints? What
means this singular appellation, which we apply to
her specially? The answer to this question
introduces us to a third reason for believing in the
reunion of her sacred body to her soul, and its
assumption into heaven soon after her death,
instead of its lingering in the grave until the
General Resurrection at the last day.

It is this:—if her body was not taken into
heaven, where is it? how comes it that it is hidden
from us? why do we not hear of her tomb as being
here or there? why are not pilgrimages made to it?
why are not relics producible of her, as of the
saints in general? Is it not even a natural instinct
which makes us reverent towards the places where
our dead are buried? We bury our great men
honorably. St Peter speaks of the sepulcher of
David as known in his day, though he had died
many hundred years before. When our Lord's body
was taken down from the Cross, He was placed in
an honorable tomb. Such too had been the honor
already paid to St John Baptist, his tomb being
spoken of by St Mark as generally known.
Christians from the earliest times went from other
countries to Jerusalem to see the holy places. And,
when the time of persecution was over, they paid
still more attention to the bodies of the Saints, as of
St Stephen, St Mark, St Barnabas, St Peter, St Paul,
and other Apostles and Martyrs. These were
transported to great cities, and portions of them
sent to this place or that. Thus, from the first to
this day it has been a great feature and



characteristic of the Church to be most tender and
reverent towards the bodies of the Saints. Now, if
there was anyone who more than all would be
preciously taken care of, it would be our Lady.
Why then do we hear nothing of the Blessed
Virgin's body and its separate relics? Why is she
thus the hidden Rose? Is it conceivable that they
who had been so reverent and careful of the bodies
of the Saints and Martyrs should neglect her—her
who was the Queen of Martyrs and the Queen of
Saints, who was the very Mother of our Lord? It is
impossible. Why then is she thus the hidden Rose?
Plainly because that sacred body is in heaven, not
on earth.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Jan 1, SUNDAY — Christmas Week

  8:00 AM | Mass
10:00 AM | Mass
  6:00 PM | Mass
  7:00 PM | Adoration 

Jan 2, MONDAY — SS Basil the Great and Gregory   
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Jan 3, TUESDAY 

  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

Jan 4, WEDNESDAY — St Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 
   Wednesday)

10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
10:30 AM | "Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed

   Mother"
12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | "Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed

 Mother"

Jan 5, THURSDAY — St John Neumann, Bishop

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Jan 6, FIRST FRIDAY 
10:00 AM | Food Pantry
12:15 PM | Daily Mass w/ Adoration

Jan 7, SATURDAY
  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st/3rd Sat)
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS

Dec 31 (Sat), 5:30 PM Earl Stimson & Edd Towne (req.
by wife, Sandy Towne)

Jan 1 (Sun), 8:00 AM Pat Davis (req. by Tom Davis)
Jan 1, 10:00 PM Donald Vanecek & Mary Clark 

(req. by Maryann Vanecek)

Jan 7 (Sat), 5:30 PM Elfriede Rauscher (req. by Ellie
Boucher)

Jan 8 (Sun), 8:00 AM Joyce Clement (req. by Maureen
Mooney); Marion & Maryann
Warpinski (req. by Cecilia Stuopis)

Jan 8, 10:00 AM Albert & Albena Champagne (req.
by Jones Family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

†
IN MEMORIAM

Donations for Christmas Flowers were given in
memory of:

Raymond L'Heureux, Eric Faucher, Larry, Nana,
Dad, Jeanne Strouse, Pat Ally, Maurice & Jean
Gagne, Bill Doherty, Sean Doherty, Deceased
Members of the David Wadleigh Family, John
Neuzil, Florence Neuzil, Matthew Harris, Ann &
William Wellman, Charles & Lena Vanecek,
Donald Vanecek, Mark Clark, Lucy Maresco,
Margaret Helm, Mario Virga, Jennie Pinelle,
George Ritz, Lurena & Ray Lemery, the
McKee-Fagan Families, Theresa Klumpp, Roy
Klumpp, Jeryl Bacon, Henry Ledezma, Wilma
Layman, Ed Towne, Earl Stimson, Luke & Silveira
Grandparents, Maryann Belanger, Michael
Mercier, Tom Mercier, Anne McCann, Simon
Mardak, Alfred & Elizabeth Garneau, Russ &
Edna Durkee, Paul & Alice Lowney, the
Durkee-Lowney Family, Therese Dowling, Richard
K. Allen, The Lyle Family, George A. Ritz, The
Stankiewicz Family, The Kelly Family, Alice
Trubacz, Hanna Wojicki, the Pockl Family, Jean
Greene, John Greene, Hagodan Family, Richard
Boucher, Rick Boucher, Elfriede Rauscher,
Michaela McLaughlin, Hunsader Family, Dubay
Family, Simeone Family, Glover Family, George A.
Ritz, Mary Jane Ritz, Krysiak Family, Syseskey
Family, Margaret Kebe, Virginia Kalinowski, Mr.
& Mrs. Herman Hetzler, Steve, Nana & Papa,
Mrs. Czeslawa Stankiewicz, Michael Fitts, Rose
Mazzochi, Mary Fumasoli, Mary Maresco, William
Hanson, Pat Davis, Steve Mroz, Jeanne and
Raymond Weinstock, Phil Placentino, Ken Lutz,
Little Larry Hardy, Mom & Dad Boudreau, Lisa
Deware, John Zewski, Sophie & Al Zewski, Ray &
Lorraine Trombley, Kilgallen & MacDougall
Families, Fred Cormier, Deborah DeBelis, Lawrence



Fletcher. Also, from the Knitting Ministry for our
Yarn Angel, Ellie: "Thank you from all of us!"

V. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
R/. And let perpetual light shine upon them.

May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

PRAYER MINISTRY

The parish has an active Prayer Line Ministry. To
become involved in the ministry or to add
someone to the prayer line, please contact Teri in
the parish office at (603) 880-4689 or
tschmitt@sjnnh.org. To preserve the
confidentiality of those on the prayer list, we ask
that you only provide the individual's first name
and last initial. PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

Tracie, Maureen, Don, Kim, Tim, Sam, Max, Jess,
Rebecca, Daphne, Lynne, Jerry, Barbera, Elaine’s
family, Heather & Brandon, Olive, Liz, Diane &
Jean, Jack & family & friends, Greta, Judy,
Marianne & Rick, Milly, Joe, Lisa, Bill, Matthew,
Mark, Shelley, Alane, Roberta, Ginny, Ed,
Samantha, Lisa, Mike, Paul, Carol, Jahaira, Jerry,
Barbara, Jen, Patty, Adele, Steve, Chris, Bill,
Roberta, Teresa, Kyle, Jerry & his family, Sandy &
her family, Lucien & his family, Leslie, and the
Fabiano family, those that suffer from the
aftermath of suicide, our children who have
stepped away from the faith, families and
caretakers of the infirm, those traveling during the
holiday season, and those with balance issues, our
country, and all of our parishioners and their
needs. 

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

— TAX NOTICE —

If you would like a statement of your 2021
contributions to the parish, please fill out the
CONTRIBUTIONS REQUEST CARD (located
alongside the bulletins in the foyer) and place it in
the collection basket. You can also request a
statement by emailing us your:



• Name
• Address
• Phone #
• Envelope #

Statements will go out in February. Your financial
support, especially during the past few months,
has been very much appreciated!

Sunday Mass is live streamed at 10:00 AM on
YOUTUBE.COM > Search for: "SJN
Merrimack NH Mass"

For monthly parish updates, subscribe via
FLOCKNOTES by going to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
— or texting —

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576
(message/data rates may apply)

INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/sjnmerrimack

FACEBOOK (for daily Mass): 
facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children (K-5) and Family Ministry
cbryson@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x114

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth (6-12) and Adult Ministry
candersen@sjnnh.org
(603) 880-4689 x111

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
cyetto3358@gmail.com

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
outreach@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x116

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689

PARISH COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)
parishcouncil@sjnnh.org

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight
kofc@sjnnh.org

mailto:cbryson@sjnnh.org

