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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior to
the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage
Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

"I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is
coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire." —Mt 3:11

The first excerpt below is from St Thomas Aquinas' (d.
1274) Catechetical Instructions in which he explains the
Nicene Creed's five-phrase description of the HOLY
SPIRIT: (i) "I believe in the HOLY SPIRIT, the Lord, (ii) the
giver of life, (iii) who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, (iv) who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, (v) who has spoken through the prophets." The
second excerpt are the two names St Augustine (d. 430)
specifically attributed to the Holy Spirit: Love, Gift.

DOVE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
by Gian Lorenzo Bernini (d. 1680)

"When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one
place together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a
strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they
were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted
and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with
the HOLY SPIRIT." —Acts 2:1-4

The first—"THE HOLY GHOST, THE LORD"—is, that
although there are other spirits, such as the Angels who are
ministers of God [Art they not all ministering spirits? (Heb
1:14)], nevertheless the Holy Ghost is the Lord. "God is a
Spirit," (John 4:24) and, "Now the Lord is a Spirit," and
also, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (2
Cor 3:17). The reason is that He makes us love God and
cease to love the world. Thus, the Creed says: "In the Holy
Ghost, the Lord."

The second phrase—"AND LIFE-GIVER" is there because
the soul's life is to be united to God,
inasmuch as God is the life of the soul, and
as truly as the soul is the life of the body.
Now, the Holy Ghost unites the soul to God
through love, because He is the love of God,



and therefore He gives life. "It is the spirit that quickeneth"
(John 6:64). Therefore, it is said: "and Life-giver."

The third phrase—"WHO PROCEEDS FROM THE
FATHER AND THE SON"—is that the Holy Ghost is one
in substance with the Father and the Son; because as the
Son is the Word of the Father, so the Holy Spirit is the love
both of the Father and the Son, and, therefore, He proceeds
from them both. Moreover, just as the Word of God is of
the same substance as the Father, so also is Love [Holy
Ghost] of the same substance as the Father and the Son.
Hence, it is said: "who proceedeth from the Father and the
Son." From this it is seen that the Holy Spirit is not a
Creature.

The fourth phrase—"WHO ... IS ADORED AND
GLORIFIED"—is that the Holy Ghost as regards adoration
is equal to the Father and the Son: "The true adorers shall
adore the Father in spirit and truth" (John 4:23). "Teach ye
all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost" (Mt 28:19). Hence, it is
said: "Who together with the Father and the Son is adored"
(Roman Catechism).

The fifth phrase—"WHO SPOKE BY THE PROPHETS" —, 
wherein the Holy Ghost is declared equal to God, is that
the holy prophets spoke on behalf of God. It is clear that, if
the Holy Ghost were not God, then it would not be said
that the prophets had spoken of God on His behalf. Thus,
says St Peter: "The holy men of God spoke, inspired by the
Holy Ghost" (2 Pet 1:21). Also (Isa 48:16): "Come near to
me and hear this! From the beginning I did not speak in
secret; at the time it happens, I am there: 'Now the Lord
God has sent me, and his spirit.' The Lord God hath sent
me, and His Spirit." And so it is said: "Who spoke by the 
prophets."

BENEFITS FROM THE HOLY GHOST

Many benefits come to us from the Holy Ghost. 

1. He cleanses us from our sins. The reason is that one
must repair that which one has made. Now, the soul is
created by the Holy Spirit, because God has made all
things through Him; for God, by loving His goodness,
created everything: "Thou lovest all things that are, and
hatest none of the things which Thou hast made" (wIS
11:25). Thus, Dionysius says: "Divine love did not
permit Him to be without offspring." It is necessary,
therefore, that the hearts of men, destroyed by sin, be
made anew by the Holy Ghost: "Thou shalt send forth
Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and Thou shalt
renew the face of the earth" (Ps 104:30). Nor is it any
wonder that the Spirit cleanses, since all sins are taken
away by love: "Many sins are forgiven her, because she
hath loved much" (Luke 7:47). "Charity covereth all
sins" (Prov 10:12). And likewise: "Charity covereth a
multitude of sins" (1 Pet  4:8).

2. The Holy Spirit enlightens the intellect, since all that
we know, we know through the Holy Ghost: "But the
Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in My name, He will teach you all things and bring all

things to your mind, whatsoever I shall have said to
you" (John 14:26). Also: "His unction teacheth you all
things" (1 John 2:27).

3. He assists us and, to a certain extent, compels us to
keep the commandments. No one can keep the
commandments unless he loves God: "If any one love
Me, he will keep My word" (John 14:23). Thus, the
Holy Spirit makes us love God: "And I give you a new
heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh and will give you
a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit in the midst of
you; and I will cause you to walk in My
commandments and to keep My judgments and do
them" (Ezek 36:26-27).

4. He strengthens in us the hope of eternal life, because
He is the pledge to us of this our destiny: "You were
signed with the Holy Spirit of promise who is the
pledge of our inheritance" (Eph 1:13). He is, as it were,
the surety of our eternal life. The reason is that eternal
life is due to man inasmuch as he is become the son of
God; and this is brought about in that he is made like
unto Christ; and this, in turn, follows from his having
the Spirit of Christ, and this is the Holy Ghost: "For
you have not received the spirit of bondage again in
fear; but you have received the spirit of adoption of
sons, whereby we cry: Abba (Father). For the Spirit
Himself giveth testimony to our spirit that we are the
sons of God" (Rom 8:15-16). And also: "Because you
are sons, God hath sent the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, crying: Abba, Father" (Gal 4:6).

5. He counsels us when we are in doubt, and teaches us
what is the will of God: "He that hath an ear let him
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches" (Rev 2:7). 
Likewise: "I may hear him as a master" (Isa 1:4).

There is no gift of God more excellent than this. It
alone distinguishes the sons of the eternal kingdom
and the sons of eternal perdition [see the Judgment
Scene, Mt 25:31-46]. Other gifts, too, are given by
the Holy Spirit; but without love they profit
nothing [see 1 Cor 13:1-3, to wit, without love we
are nothing, we gain nothing]. Nor is the Spirit
specially called the Gift, unless on account of love.
How great a good, then, is that without which
goods so great bring no one to eternal life! Love,
therefore, which is of God and is God, is specially
the Holy Spirit, by whom the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts, by which love the whole
Trinity dwells in us. And therefore most rightly is
the Holy Spirit, although He is God, called also the
gift of God. And by that gift what else can properly
be understood except love, which brings to God,
and without which any other gift of God
whatsoever does not bring to God? Wherefore, if
Holy Scripture proclaims that God is love, and that
love is of God, and works this in us that we abide 



in God and He in us, and that hereby we know
this, because He has given us of His Spirit, then the
Spirit Himself is God, who is love. Next, if there be
among the gifts of God none greater than love, and
there is no greater gift of God than the Holy Spirit,
what follows more naturally than that He is
Himself love, who is called both God and of God?
And if the love by which the Father loves the Son,
and the Son loves the Father, ineffably
demonstrates the communion of both, what is
more suitable than that He should be specially
called love, who is the Spirit common to both? For
this is the sounder thing both to believe and to
understand, that the Holy Spirit is not alone love in
that Trinity, yet is not specially called love to no
purpose.

OFFERING

18 May '23 (Ascension) - $886.00

21 May '23 (7th Sunday of Easter) - $5,093.00

THANK YOU for your generosity!

If early submission doesn't allow us to post the

offering in the Sunday Bulletin, it is always posted

on the bulletin board opposite the front office.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

May 28, SUNDAY — Pentecost

  8:00 AM | Sunday Mass
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass
  6:00 PM | Sunday Mass
  7:00 PM | Eucharistic Adoration 

May 29, MONDAY — MEMORIAL DAY (with the exception of 

daily Mass, the parish offices will be closed)

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

May 30, TUESDAY
  7:00 PM | Scouts Meeting

May 31, WEDNESDAY
  9:30 AM | Knitting Group (meets every other 

   Wednesday)
10:00 AM | Ladies Faith Sharing Group
10:30 AM | "The Eucharist in Scripture" Video Series
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

Jun 1, THURSDAY
  9:00 AM | Day Away
10:00 AM | Thursday Women's Group

Jun 2, FRIDAY — Day of Penance

10:00 AM | Food Pantry
12:15 PM | Daily Mass, followed by Eucharistic
12:15 PM | Adoration (until 1:45 PM)

Jun 3, SATURDAY 
  8:30 AM | First Saturday Rosary
  9:00 AM | First Saturday Mass
  9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
  4:00 PM | Confession (until 5:00 PM)
  5:30 PM | Anticipatory Sunday  Mass

MASS INTENTIONS

May 27 (Sat), 5:30 PM Holy Souls
May 28 (Sun), 8:00 AM Joshua Danforth (req. by

Maureen Mooney) 
May 28, 10:00 AM St John Neumann Parishioners
May 29 (Mon), 12:15 PM John Morris (req. by Jackie

Johnston)
Jun 2 (Fri), 12:15 PM The Medeiros Family (req. by

Emily Medeiros)
Jun 4 (Sun), 8:00 AM Pat Davis (req. by Tom Davis)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es for particular intentions is ancient: "The
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass
for their intention contribute to the good of the Church
and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

†
GOD of power and mercy, you destroy war
and put down earthly pride. Banish violence
from our midst and wipe away our tears, that
we may all deserve to be called your sons and
daughters. Keep in your mercy those men and
women who have died in the cause of freedom
and bring them safely into your kingdom of
justice and peace. We ask this though Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

— PLEASE NOTE —

A change from previous years, the Sunday 6:00 PM
Mass will continue throughout the Summer
months.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #10896

Annual Father's Day Steak Raffle. Tickets
will be offered after all Masses from May
21 thru June 11 (the day of the
drawing). Tickets are 1/$1.00, 6/$5.00,
15/$10.00. All funds raised go to

support the Youth Activities, Scholarships, and the
Food Pantry. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
CATHOLIC APPEAL 2023

This past weekend we kicked off the annual NEW
HAMPSHIRE CATHOLIC APPEAL (NHCA) an
initiative begun last year to help the Diocese
expand essential services and ministries across New
Hampshire. 



Everyone in our parish will receive a copy of the
NHCA materials so that you can learn more about
the NHCA and how you can participate. The 
Diocese has set our PARISH GOAL at $48,000,
essentially a tithe (10%) of our yearly revenue.

Together, as the One Body of
Christ in New Hampshire—
recalling our Lord's words: "As you
did it to one of the least of these,
you did it to me" (Mt 25:45)—, we
can make a difference in both the

material and spiritual welfare of many people! TO
MAKE A GIFT:

C Return the GIFT ENVELOPE distributed at
Mass, or the one you may receive in the mail.

C DONATE ONLINE at the NHCA website:

https://www.catholicnh.org/nhca 

Should you have any questions, please call the
NHCA office at (603) 663-0170.

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY

To add someone to the prayer line, please contact
Teri at the parish office: (603) 880-4689,
tschmitt@sjnnh.org. Please pray for: Seth, Patty’s
father, Joe, Liz's father, the soul of MaryAnne,
Donna, Eileen, Amy, Thomas, Jane, Diane,
Patricia, Carol, Cameron, Allyssa, Rose, Chad,
Hannah, Courtney, Thomas, Roberta, Helen,
Sarah’s daughter, Charlotte, Pat & family, Denise,
expectant mothers, our children who have stepped
away from the faith, and all of our parishioners 



and their needs. 

For monthly parish updates, subscribe via
FLOCKNOTES by going to:

https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
— or texting —

"SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576
(message/data rates may apply)

INSTAGRAM: instagram.com/sjnmerrimack

FACEBOOK (for daily Mass): 
facebook.com/St John Neumann-Merrimack

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE
GIVING for families to easily give one-time as
well as recurring donations. You can make a
secure donation via Electronic Check or
Debit/Credit Card by visiting the parish website
<SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the bottom
of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children (K-5) and Family Ministry
cbryson@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x114

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth (6-12) and Adult Ministry
candersen@sjnnh.org
(603) 880-4689 x111

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
cyetto3358@gmail.com

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
outreach@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689

PARISH COUNCIL
Keith Faucher (President)
parishcouncil@sjnnh.org

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Leo Bobek, Grand Knight
kofc@sjnnh.org

mailto:cbryson@sjnnh.org

