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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday (ANticipatory) .ceecveeeeveeerveeeesueennns 5:30PM
SUNAAY evviiiieiieecreeree e 8:00 AM
SUNAAY .eovvereierieeiee et 10:00 AM
SUNAAY weeeiiiiieiieeeee e 6:00 PM
Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) ...ccccceevveerveeeeneennne 12:15PM
CONFESSION
Saturday ....oeceevveeeneenieenieeieeeen 4:00PM-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior to
the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage
Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

OCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

Sain’l‘ John Neumann Parish

708 Milford Road (Route 101A)
Merrimack, New Hampshire 03054

We Live + as we Believe + as we Worship

BLESSED IS SHE

Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to
me according to your word." —Luke 1:38

The following excerpt is
from Pope Benedict's (d.
2022) homily of 15 Aug
2022, the Solemnity of
the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

ON 1 November 1950,
Venerable Pope Pius XII
proclaimed as Dogma
that the Virgin Mary
"having completed the
course of her earthly life,
was assumed body and
soul into heavenly glory".
This truth of faith was
known by Tradition, was
affirmed by the Fathers
of the Church, and was a
particularly important
aspect in the veneration
of the Mother of Christ.
Precisely this devotional
element, so to speak, was
the driving force behind
the formulation of this
dogma. The dogma
appears as an act of
praise and exaltation of
the Holy Virgin. It also
emerges from the text of
the Apostolic
Constitution, where it
affirms that the dogma is
proclaimed for "the
honor of her Son ... for
the increase of the glory
of that same august
Mother, and for the joy
and exultation of the
entire Church". What
was already celebrated in
the veneration and

devotion of the People of God as the highest
and most permanent glorification of Mary
was thus expressed in the form of a dogmas;
the act of the proclamation of the

ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN
by Tiziano Vecelli (d. 1576)

SUB TUUM (ca. 250 A.D.)

+ UNDER your mercy we take

refuge, O Mother of God. Do not
reject our supplications in necessity,
but deliver us from danger, for you
alone are pure, you alone blessed.

Amen.
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Assumption was presented almost as a liturgy of faith. And
in the Gospel which we have just heard, Mary herself
prophetically pronounces a few words that orientate us in
this perspective. She says: "For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed" (Luke 1:48). Itis a
prophecy for the whole history of the Church. These words
of the Magnificat, recorded by St Luke, indicate that
praising the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, intimately
united to Christ her Son, regards the Church of all ages and
of all places. The fact that the Evangelist noted these words
presupposes that the glorification of Mary was already
present in the time of St Luke and he considered it to be a
duty and a commitment of the Christian community for all
generations. Mary's words tell us that it is a duty of the
Church to remember the greatness of Our Lady for the
faith. This Solemnity is an invitation to praise God, and to
look upon the greatness of Our Lady, for we know who
God is in the faces of those who belong to him.

But why is Mary glorified by her Assumption into Heaven?

St Luke, as we have heard, sees the roots of the exaltation
and praise of Mary in Elizabeth's words: "Blessed is she who
believed" (Luke 1:45). And the Magnificat, this canticle to
God, alive and active in history is a hymn of faith and love,
which springs from the heart of the Virgin.

She lived with exemplary fidelity and kept in the inmost
depths of her heart the words of God to his people, the
promises he made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, making
them the content of her prayer: the Word of God in the
Magnificat became the word of Mary, the lamp for her
journey, thus preparing her to receive even in her womb
the Word of God made flesh. Today's Gospel passage
recalls this presence of God in history and in the unfolding
of events; in particular, there is a reference to the Second
Book of Samuel (6:1-15), in which David moves the Holy
Ark of the Covenant. The comparison is clear to the
Evangelist: Mary expecting the birth of her Son Jesus is the
Holy Ark that contains the presence of God, a presence that
is a source of consolation, of total joy. John, in fact, leaps in
Elizabeth's womb, just as David danced before the Ark.
Mary is the "visit" of God that creates joy. Zechariah, in his
song of praise says explicitly: "Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people" (Luke
1:68). The house of Zechariah experienced the visit of God
by the unexpected birth of John the Baptist, but above all
by the presence of Mary, who bore within her womb the
Son of God.

But now let us ask ourselves: how does the Assumption of
Mary help our journey?

The first answer is: in the Assumption we see that in God
there is room for man, God himself is the house with many
rooms of which Jesus speaks (cf. Jonn 14:2); God is man's
home, in God there is God's space. And Mary, by uniting
herself, united to God, does not distance herself from us.
She does not go to an unknown galaxy, but whoever
approaches God comes closer, for God is close to us all;
and Mary, united to God, shares in the presence of God, is
so close to us, to each one of us.

There is a beautiful passage from St Gregory the Great on
St Benedict that we can apply to Mary too. St Gregory the
Great says that the heart of St Benedict expanded so much
that all creation could enter it. This is even truer of Mary:
Mary, totally united to God, has a heart so big that all
creation can enter this. Mary is close, she can hear us, she
can help us, she is close to everyone of us. In God there is
room for man and God is close, and Mary, united to God,
is very close; she has a heart as great as the heart of God.

But there is also another aspect: in God not only is there
room for man; in man there is room for God. This too we
see in Mary, the Holy Ark who bears the presence of God.
In us there is space for God and this presence of God in us,
so important for bringing light to the world with all its
sadness, with its problems. This presence is realized in the
faith: in the faith we open the doors of our existence so
that God may enter us, so that God can be the power that
gives life and a path to our existence. In us there is room,
let us open ourselves like Mary opened herself, saying: "Let
your will be done, I am the servant of the Lord". By
opening ourselves to God, we lose nothing. On the
contrary, our life becomes rich and great.

And so, faith and hope and love are combined. Today there
is much discussion on a better world to be awaited: it
would be our hope. If and when this better world comes,
we do not know, I do not know. What is certain is that a
world which distances itself from God does not become
better but worse. Only God's presence can guarantee a
good world. Let us leave it at that.

One thing, one hope is certain: God expects us, waits for
us, we do not go out into a void, we are expected. God is
expecting us and on going to that other world we find the
goodness of the Mother, we find our loved ones, we find
eternal Love. God is waiting for us: this is our great joy and
the great hope that is born from this Feast. Mary visits us,
and she is the joy of our life and joy is hope.

What is there to say then? A great heart, the presence of
God in the world, room for God within us and room for us
in God, hope, being expected: this is the symphony of this
Feast, the instruction that meditating on this Solemnity
gives us. Mary is the dawn and the splendor of the Church
triumphant; she is the consolation and the hope of people
still on the journey, it says in today's Preface.

Let us entrust ourselves to her Motherly intercession, that
she may obtain that he strengthen our faith in eternal life;
may she help us to live the best way the time that God has
given us with hope. May it be a Christian hope, that is not
only nostalgia for Heaven, but a living and active desire for
God who is here in the world, a desire for God that makes
us tireless pilgrims, nourishing in us the courage and the
power of faith, which at the same time is the courage and
the power of love. Amen.



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Aug 24 (Sun), 8:00 AM Jess Petro - LIVING INTENTION

Aug 17, SUNDAY — 20th Week in Ordinary Time (req. by Margaret Roy)
8:00 AM | Sunday Mass Aug 24, 10:00 AM Robert Kirby (req. by Steve & Lisa
10:00 AM | Sunday Mass Beradinis)
6:00 PM | Sunday Mass Aug 24, 6:00 PM James Andersen, Sr. (req. by Cheri

7:00 PM | Eucharistic ADORATION
Aug 18, MONDAY

12:15AM | Daily Mass
Aug 19, TUESDAY

7:00 PM | Scouts

Andersen)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of
offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient:
"The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the

Aug 20, WEDNESDAY — St Bernard, Abbott Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the
8:30 AM | Yarn Ministry Church and by that offering share its concern to support
12:15 AM | Daily Mass its ministers and works" (945 §2).
10:30 AM | Introduction to Prayer
630 M | nsodacion o Prer

Aug 21, THURSDAY — Pope St Pius X
9:00 AM | Day Away
12:15PM | Daily Mass (followed by ADORATION) Keep the date open:

Aug 22, FRIDAY — Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary PARIS H PlCN IC

10:00 AM | Food Pantry
Following the 10:00 AM Mass

12:15PM | Daily Mass
Aug 23, SATURDAY on Sunday, September 7

8:30 AM | Men's Group
9:30 AM | Widow's Group (2nd Sat of month)
5:30PM | Anticipatory Mass

OFFERING Catholic Appeal

Aug 10, 25 (19th Sunday OT):
Not available at press time.

<}

THANK YOU for your generosity! CNTHOLIC APPEAL

Future of our Faith IT

MASS INTENTIONS

I trust in You!
Aug 16 (Sat), 5:30 PM James Gallagher (req. by Tom &

Cindy Sullivan)
TO MAKE A GIFT: Return the Gift ENVELOPE
available at Mass or the one you received in the
mail. Or, to donate ONLINE:

Aug 17 (Sun), 8:00 AM Hugh Moran (req. by Jim, Jan,
Emily & Martin Moran)

Aug 17, 10:00 AM Jeanne Willhelm (req. by Robert ;
Sheehan) https://www.catholicnh.org/nhca
Aug 17, 6:00 PM James MacDonald - LIVING To date, the parish has donated or pledged
IFNTI,EII\)IT]ON (re. by Connely $43,474.25 (towards our goal of $47K). Should
amly

you have any questions, please call the NHCA

Aug 18 (Mon), 12:15PM  Michelle Knott - LIVING office at (603) 663-0170.
INTENTION (req. by David Knott)

Aug 20 (Wed), 12:15 PM  Natalie Farias (req. by Emmily FAITH FORMATION
Medeiros) "WHAT WE BELIEVE: THE BEAUTY OF THE
Aug 21 (Thu), 5:30 PM Natalie Farias (req. by Emmily CATHOLIC CHURCH" starts September 17, ends
Medeiros) November 19. Wednesdays at either 10:30 AM or

6:30 PM. Suggested donation to help defray the

Aug 22 (Fri), 12:15 PM Natalie Farias (req. by Emmily $30/person cost to the parish is $20.

Medeiros)
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Aug 23 (Sat), 5:30 PM Arlene Innie (req. by Mark & ; ) ' ‘
Jeanne Kenna) MATTHEW", a 24-part Bible Study featuring Jeff

Cavins. Starts September 2 and runs through March



27, 2026. Offered on Tuesdays at 6:00 PM and
again on Fridays at 10:30 AM.

FIRST THURSDAYS
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Beginning this September we will offer an
extended period of EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION on the FIRST THURSDAY of each
month from the end of the 12:15 PM daily Mass
until 8:00 PM. We are asking for volunteers to
commit to spending one hour in adoration. For
more information, please contact Cheri' at
adult@sjnnh.org.

PROJECT RACHEL MINISTRY

If you or someone you know is suffering after
abortion, confidential, non-judgmental help is avail-
able from Project Rachel Ministry. Visit
<www.catholicnh.org/project-rachel> for more
information.

PARISH PRAYER LINE

To add someone contact Teri at the parish office:
(603) 880-4689, tschmitt@sjnnh.org.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Our past and present youth
volunteers and students. Our new parish Homebound
Outreach program volunteers. Roselle. Jan. Pat.
George. Family of Rebecca. Soul of Chris’s mom.
Tre's grandmother. Celina. Sue. Family of Pam.
Family of Archie. Family of Barb. Rob. Brenda. Maria.
Ruthann. Caitlin. Soul of Sarah & her family. Alan.
Jay. Ron. Deb. Michele. Chip. Tracy. Crystal &
Robert. Carolyn. Michelle. Jess. Safe summer travels.
Family & friends of those affected by Texas flooding.
Family and friends who have stepped away from the
faith. Vocations. All of our parishioners and their
needs.

ONLINEgiving

St John Neumann Parish offers ONLINE GIVING for
families to easily give one-time as well as recurring
donations. You can make a secure donation via
Electronic Check or Debit/Credit Card by visiting the
parish website <SJNNH.ORG> and scrolling to the
bottom of the homepage and clicking on <ONLINE-
DOANATION>.

https://sjnnh.org/online-donation

For PARISH UPDATES subscribe via Flocknotes:
https://SINMERRIMACK .flocknote.com
by texting "SJINMERRIMACK" to 84576
(message/data rates may apply)

SIN Staff

LOUISE HICKEY — Children (K-5)
lhickey @sjnnh.org

EMILIE FULCHINO — Middle School
efulchino@sjnnh.org

MICKAYLA WACLAWIK — High School
mwaclawik@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN — Adult
candersen@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x111

ARTIE CAREW — Music
music@sjnnh.org

SHEILA BURNETT — Pastoral Associate

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
outreach@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS — Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org | (603) 880-4689

PARISH COUNCIL
parishcouncil@sjnnh.org

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Dino Quintero (Grand Knight)
kofc@sjnnh.org



