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The contemplation of Christ's face cannot fail to be inspired by all 
that we are told about him in Sacred Scripture, which from 
beginning to end is permeated by his mystery, prefigured in a 
veiled way in the Old Testament and revealed fully in the New, so 
that Saint Jerome can vigorously affirm: "Ignorance of the 
Scriptures is ignorance of Christ”. 
 Remaining firmly anchored in Scripture, we open ourselves to 
the action of the Spirit (cf. Jn 15:26) from whom the sacred texts 
derive their origin, as well as to the witness of the Apostles (cf. Jn 
15:27), who had a first-hand experience of Christ, the Word of life: 
they saw him with their eyes, heard him with their ears, touched 
him with their hands (cf. 1 Jn 1:1). 
 What we receive from them is a vision of faith based on precise 
historical testimony: a true testimony which the Gospels, despite 
their complex redaction and primarily catechetical purpose, pass 
on to us in an entirely trustworthy way. 
 The Gospels do not claim to be a complete biography of Jesus 
in accordance with the canons of modern historical science. From 
them, nevertheless, the face of the Nazarene emerges with a solid 
historical foundation. The Evangelists took pains to represent him 
on the basis of trustworthy testimonies which they gathered (cf. 
Lk 1:3) and working with documents (Continued on page 2) 
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which were subjected to careful 
ecclesial scrutiny. It was on the 
bas is o f such f i rs t -hand 
testimony that, enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit's action, they 
learnt the humanly perplexing 
fact of Jesus' virginal birth 
from Mary, wife of Joseph. 
From those who had known 
him during the almost thirty 
years spent in Nazareth (cf. Lk 
3:23) they collected facts about 
the life of "the carpenter's 
son" (Mt 13:55) who was 
himself a "carpenter" and 
whose place within the context 
of his larger family was well 
established (cf. Mk 6:3).  
 They recorded his religious 
fervor, which prompted him to 
make annual pilgrimages to 
the Temple in Jerusalem with 
his family (cf. Lk 2:41), and 
made him a regular visitor to 
the synagogue of his own town 
(cf. Lk 4:16). 
 Without being complete 
and detailed, the reports of his 
public ministry become much 
fuller, starting at the moment 
of the young Galilean's bap-
tism by John the Baptist in the 
Jordan. Strengthened by the 
witness from on high and 
aware of being the "beloved 
son" (Lk 3:22), he begins his 
preaching of the coming of the 
Kingdom of God, and explains 
its demands and its power by 
words and signs of grace and 
mercy. The Gospels present 
him to us as one who travels 
through towns and villages, 
a c c o m p a n i e d b y t w e l v e 
Apostles whom he has chosen 
(cf. Mk 3:13-19), by a group of 
women who assist them (cf. Lk 

8:2-3), by crowds that seek him 
out and follow him, by the sick 
who cry out for his healing 
power, by people who listen to 
him with varying degrees of 
acceptance of his words. 
 The Gospel narrative then 
converges on the growing ten-
sion which develops between 
Jesus and the dominant groups 
in the religious society of his 
time, until the final crisis with 

its dramatic climax on Gol-
gotha. This is the hour of 
darkness, which is followed by 
a new, radiant and definitive 
dawn. The Gospel accounts 
conclude, in fact, by showing 
the Nazarene victorious over 
death. They point to the empty 
tomb and follow him in the 
cycle of apparitions in which 
the d isc ip les — at f i rs t 
perplexed and bewildered, then 
filled with unspeakable joy — 
experience his living and 
glorious presence. . . . 
 "Your face, O Lord, I 
seek" (Ps 27:8). The ancient 
longing of the Psalmist could 
receive no fulfilment greater 
and more surprising than the 
contemplation of the face of 

Christ. God has truly blessed 
us in him and has made "his 
face to shine upon us" (Ps 
67:1). At the same time, God 
and man that he is, he reveals 
to us also the true face of man, 
"fully revealing man to man 
himself”. . . . 
 In contemplating Christ's 
face, we confront the most 
paradoxical aspect of his 
mystery, as it emerges in his 
last hour, on the Cross.  
 The mystery within the 
mystery, before which we 
cannot but prostrate ourselves 
in adoration. . . . 
 It is the Risen Christ to 
whom the Church now looks. 
And she does so in the 
footsteps of Peter, who wept for 
his denial and started out 
again by confessing, with 
understandable trepidation, 
his love of Christ: "You know 
that I love you" (Jn 21:15-17).  
 She does so in the company 
of Paul, who encountered the 
Lord on the road to Damascus 
and was overwhelmed: "For me 
to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain" (Phil 1:21). 
 Two thousand years after 
these events, the Church 
relives them as if they had 
happened today. Gazing on the 
face of Christ, the Bride 
contemplates her treasure and 
her joy. "Dulcis Iesus memoria, 
dans vera cordis gaudia": how 
sweet is the memory of Jesus, 
the source of the heart's true 
joy! Heartened by this ex-
perience, the Church today 
sets out once more on her 
journey, in order to proclaim 
Christ to the world at the 
dawn of the Third Millennium: 
he "is the same yesterday and 
today and for ever"(Heb 13:8).+ 

. . . the Face of Christ  
Continued from page one
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KEVIN’S 

   
    CORNER 
September’s Trivia Question: 
What is a baldacchino, its sym-
bolism and history? 
Answer: The semi-circular 
struture over the main altar is a 
baldacchino, an Italian archi-
tectural term meaning canopy or 
covering. I orginally thought this 
“covering” was reminiscent of the 
tent the ancient Israelites provi-
ded over the Ark of the Cove-
nant while wandering through 
the desert. But there is more to 
the story. 
 In the modern age where 
there is a post-conciliar tendency 
to de-emphasize the altar and the 
tabernacle by “plain Jane-ing” 
one and shunting the other to a 
side wall or niche, the fourth cen-
tury A.D. was just the opposite. 
 That’s when the baldacchino 
came into being. At that time, 
churches being built were very 
large and that altar needed to be 
identified quickly by the faithful. 
The introduction of the pillared 
baldacchino was the answer. It is 
also reminiscent of the covering  
for the couple at a Jewish 
wedding, thus providing a link to 
the Holy Mother Church being 
the bride of Christ.+  
November’s Trivia Question: 
Our organ, installed in 2000, is a 
Peragallo Pipe Organ Opus 608. 
How did Johann Sebastian Bach, 
the great composer and organist, 
refer to the organ?

 
The practice of silence has been 
recognized as the sole means of 
arriving at government of the 
tongue, without which saint-
liness of life is impossible. It is 
a means to recollection, where 
the soul having withdrawn its 
powers from without inwards, 
can fix them on God.   

In the article Reclaiming 
Silence for Holiness by Daniel 
J. Heisey, O.S.B., he notes: “As 
Christians, we must remember 
that silence is integral to our 
faith. Put another way, to omit 
or neglect silence in our life of 
faith harms our spiritual 
integrity. Jesus shows us that 
it is important to take time 
each day for silent prayer. 
‘Very early next morning,’ we 
read in the Gospel, ‘he got up 
and went out’ (Mark 1:35). 
Moreover, ‘He went away to a 
lonely spot and remained there 
in prayer’ (Mark 1:36). If our 
Lord thought it good to awake 
very early and be alone in 
prayer, we ought to take 
notice. . . . Silence thus is the 
context for prayer, and from 
that s i lent prayer f lows 
activity. . . . From our silent 
prayer, early and alone, we do 
well to move on to the place 
where we can meet the Lord in 
word and sacrament. In short, 

our prayerful silence should 
lead us to liturgical worship.” 
 In The Spirit of the Liturgy, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
wrote about silence being 
fruitful. “He addressed the 
need for ‘positive stillness’ 
during the Mass, of time for 
recollection as the sacred 
action unfolds. The positive 
fruit of silence within the 
liturgy is not only inner peace, 
but also renewed charity. 
There is no point in parti-
cipating in Christ's sacrifice if 
it does not draw one closer to 
him, to a greater love of God 
and love of neighbor.” 
 A.M. Roguet, a Dominican 
Theologian, said the difference 
of silence of inertia and "the 
summit of participation, well 
prepared, built up and nou-
rished by means of instruction, 
chant and the word." He 
added, "It is in this silence, 
and in it only, that that union 
with God is realized which is 
the ultimate aim of every 
liturgical action, and the per-
fect complement of parti-
cipation in the Mystery . . . the 
reality of God, hidden yet 
communicated.” 
 Heisey adds: Part of what 
we should take with us from 
Mass into the world is the 
presence of silence. . . . Mass 
should make us more reverent, 
not more narcissistic. The 
silence meant here is the 
silence of fellowship, the 
silence that binds and heals, 
the silence of charity.”  
 Silence is above all a gift; 
like the seven virtues, it is a 
gift worth praying for. +



The Fall River Diocese issued a report in 
September entitled “Journeying Together with 
Jesus on the Path of Faith & Hope” on the reults 
of the Synod in the diocese. 
 Key takeaways were listed as follows:  
“Despite the overarching challenges presented by 
the pandemic, it was evident that there are 
various ways in which churches and communities 
within the Diocese of Fall River are already 
proclaiming the Gospel together. Three main 
topics emerged: 
 “. . . Mass was an example given several times 
by parishes and campuses for how they are 
currently journeying together. An appreciation 
was shared for the availability of Mass, music 
ministry, good homilies, and the positive impact 
that devotional practices have on their 
community overall. . . . 
 “Reports regularly listed various forms of 
ministries, intentional faith communities or small 
groups, retreats, missions, and Bible studies not 
only as examples of what is working locally but as 
ways in which individuals journey together. . . . 
 “(R)eports cited food pantries, My Brother’s 
Keeper, St Vincent de Paul Societies, the Knights 
of Columbus, outreach centers, bereavement 
ministry, social concerns groups, food drives or 
collections, and service trips as positive aspects of 
church life.” 

Challenges, Observations, & Needs 
“The most consistent theme across reports 
centered around the loss of youth and young 
families in parishes. Finding ways to attract and 
activate these groups is viewed as critical in order 
to not only maintain but also grow our Church. 
 “. . . Participants recognized a reliance on God 
as necessary for the synodal process to realize its 
optimum impact. Most importantly, they 
recognize the need for the power of God to move 
in people's hearts and within the Church. 
 “. . . Significantly better communication is 
essential. This response manifested itself as a 
lack of communication at the parish level and 
uncertainty as to what communication is expected 
from the diocese and global levels. 
 “. . . Outreach in the broader community 
caused participants to celebrate what they 
already do and yearn for opportunities to do much 
more. To support people in the community, and to 

"get outside of the church walls," was a common 
theme. 
 “. . . There is a need and desire for more in- 
person connections, especially after COVID. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is still impacting how people 
interact and where parish ministries are willing 
to dedicate time. Yet, many participants 
mentioned their desire to see in-person social 
events restored to being much more regular 
occurrences. 
 “. . . The Church needs to be more welcoming. 
Participants defined ‘welcoming’ in one of two 
ways: the first focused on hospitality around 
Mass and parish activities, and the second 
focused on the need for inclusion of specific 
populations in the Church. . . . “ 
 Regarding the latter, groups that were 
perceived as excluded or judged included: women, 
divorced/remarried, and LGBTQ+. 
 Other topics mentioned included:  
 + While various reports named the Mass and 
liturgical celebrations as a source of journeying 
together, others viewed the Mass as a missed 
opportunity to welcome, relate, and educate. 
 + The laity wants to be more involved; they 
just need to be asked. 
 + Pastors should be prioritized as Spiritual 
Leaders. Participants feel their pastors are 
overburdened and that attention to parish 
administration crowds out time for pastoral care, 
suggesting different staffing structures at 
parishes to support pastors and share workloads 
as appropriate. 
 + There is a desire to grow formation efforts 
and rethink previous models and methods. 
 + Participants often raised the lack of 
transparency at the local, diocese, and global 
levels. 
 + Clergy sex abuse has not been addressed 
sufficiently. 
 + Multilingual communities desire more 
support including the lack of priests who speak 
their language. 
 The synodal process was received with mixed 
emotions. Participants and leaders alike ex-
pressed skepticism, confusion, or uncertainty at 
the synodal process, both locally and as a whole. + 
For a complete report on the Diocesan Synod 
results, go to fallriverdiocese.org 

Diocesan Synod Results 

A Synopsis of the Fall River Diocese’s Report on the Synod 
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Our Parish Event on September 17 with Kathy 
Hill was met with much enthusiasm and many 
questions for this veteran counselor from 
Abundant Hope Pregnancy Center!   
 She let us in on the triumphs and trials of 
their work, how they compassionately and 
realistically lay out options and consequences to 
these women facing an unplanned pregnancy 
and one of the most important decisions of their 
lives. Besides offering many supportive and 
physical resources, the Center also offers 
support and healing to women who have chosen 
abortion in the form of a program called 
Surrendering the Secret.   Kathy leads this 
program, an 8-week Bible Study, which has 
included women ages 22 to 72. 
 She was and is an inspiration of compassion 
and hope to the women she and her agency 
serve!   The Program was videotaped and is on 
the St.Francis Xavier YouTube channel for those 
who are interested and were unable to attend. 
  
Now for October:  It is Respect Life Month! 

Upcoming Events   
October 1 and 2: We will again participate in a 
Baby Bottle Campaign to support Your Options 
Medical, the Pregnancy Center in Fall River.  
This will be our third year  and we look forward 
to your participation! Your financial support will 
help make these services available free of cost to 
women in need of support and guidance in the 

fight for life.   Get your children involved and 
please pray for the mothers and babies. 
 At all Masses October 1 and 2, we will be 
giving out Baby Bottles for you to take home 
and fill as you are led over the month of 
October.   Pocket change, cash or checks are 
welcome. If you donate by check, please make it 
out to Your Options Medical. Bottles will be 
available at the church the following week as 
well and collected at all Masses October 29 
and 30. If bottles are returned after that, please 
return them to the Sacristy. We thank you in 
advance for your generosity! 

October 6:   Mass Citizens for Life Banquet 
with Father Tad.   Call Andrea St. Germaine for 
details if interested.  508-776-9506. 

October 15:  The National Men’s March to 
Abolish Abortion and Rally for Personhood will 
be in  Boston at 11:30 am. Call Deacon Steve 
Minninger 508-237-1154. The Hyannis Public 
Square Rosary for Life will be held the same 
day, also at 11:30 am at the Iyanough Statue on 
Main St., for those unable to go to Boston. 

October 21:   Regular monthly Rosary for Life 
and our Country, at 7 pm in St Francis Xavier 
Church with all our communities taking part in 
Latin, English, Spanish and Portuguese. 

October 22:   Trip to Attleboro Abortion Clinic 
to pray during 40 Days for Life Campaign. Call 
Deacon Steve for details and car pooling.   See 
more about this in the Parish Bulletin. + 
  
Call Becky or Deacon Minninger to be more 
involved in the Respect Life parish effort Walk 
with Women in Need.  And please, Pray for Life! 

Respect for 
Life Corner 

Prayer for the Holy Father 

Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy upon Thy servant, Pope Francis, our Supreme 
Pontiff, and direct him, according to Thy loving kindness, in the way of eternal salvation;  

that, of Thy gift, he may ever desire that which is pleasing unto Thee and may  
accomplish it with all his might. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.  

Our Father. Hail Mary, Glory Be to the Father. . .
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The heart of Christianity can be found in the 
20 mysteries of the Rosary. 

Did you know that for many centuries the 
Christian faith was spread to many parts of the 
world through the Rosary? Without access to the 
printing press or readily available Bibles, the 
Rosary became the primary means of com-
municating the essence of Christianity. 
 Fr. John Procter in his book The Rosary Guide 
for Priests and People explains how the Rosary was 
used as a method of evangelization. 
 The Dominican Apostle of the the sixteenth 
century, Father Gonzalo Luzero,  evangelized  the 
local tribes by means of the Rosary. He had the 
mysteries painted on banners, which he displayed 
to his [illiterate] audience, while he explained to 
them their meaning, and thus led them to believe in 
the truths of the Christian Creed. Through the 
instrumentality of the Rosary, again, the Do-
minican missionaries in Japan, a century later, 
won many of the natives to the belief in “the only 
true and living God, and Him whom He sent, Jesus 
Christ.”  Blessed  Alphonsus Navarette, who was 
martyred in that country in 1617, held a Rosary 
and a cross in his hands as he knelt to receive his 
death-blow. 

 Interestingly, once missionaries were able to 
return to Japan, they found the “secret” to the 
Christian’s faith. 
 [I]n the year 1865, missionaries once more were 
able to enter Japan, although no priest had been 
there for two hundred years, they found many 
thousands of Christians who had “kept the faith,” 
and had preserved the sacrament of Baptism. They 
found as well—was this the secret of the 
preservation of the faith practically intact?—traces 
of the Rosary. The faithful Christians had a book 
containing meditations on the mysteries of the 

Rosary, and a picture, which was held in great 
veneration, representing the fifteen* events which 
gave gladness, sorrow, and glory to the world, and 
which are known as the mysteries of the Rosary. 

 We often forget that the Rosary is focused 
entirely on the life of Jesus Christ, meditating on 
his birth, life and death. A person can easily be 
taught the basics of Christianity by reflecting on 
the mysteries of the Rosary. 
 It is a biblical prayer that highlights the most  
important event in salvation history. 
 If you want to learn more about the essence of 
Christianity, all you need to do is pray the Rosary 
and reflect on its 20 mysteries. + 
 * The five Luminous Mysteries were not added 
by Pope John Paul II until 2002.

The Rosary: A Summary of Our Faith 

By Philip Kosloski from Aleteia, the 10/7/2020 Online Newsletter
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The Month of October Is a Treat 
Filled with Saints’ Feasts 
This may be Ordinary time in the Liturgical 
Year, but this month of October is packed 
solid with 15 saints’ feasts. 
 Starting the first week of the month is a 
doctor of the Church, St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
on October 1, then there is one of the most 
well-known saints St. Francis of Assisi. 
whose feast is October 4, followed by the 
feast of St. Faustina of Divine Mercy fame on 
October 5, then the next day it’s St. Bruno’s 
day on October 6, and rounding out the 
week, the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary  on 
October . 
 The second week of the month has two 
popes’ feast days — St. Pope John XXIII   on 
October 11, followed on October 14 with the 
feast of  St. Callistus I. The week ends with 
the feast of St. Teresa of Avila on October 15. 
 The following week sees St. Ignatius of 
Antioch’s feast on October 17, followed by the 
Evangelist, St. Luke’s feast on October 
18,  then the Jesuit martyrs, Sts. John de 
Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, and Companions on 
October 19. St. Paul of the Cross’ feast is 
October 20, and the feast of St. Pope John 
Paul II, the patron of the two Catholic 
schools here in Hyannis, on October 22. 
 The final full week of the month, features 
the feast of St. Anthony Mary Claret  on 
October 24, and the apostles. Sts. Simon and 
Jude’s feast is on October 28. + 

Causes of Saints Dicastery’s Holiness 
Today Conference to be Oct. 3 - 6 
Cardinal Marcello Semeraro noted, “Holiness 
is a theme dear to Pope Francis. During his 
pontificate, the number of canonized saints 
continues to grow, and he wrote about ‘the 
call to holiness in the contemporary world’ in 
2018 in the apostolic exhortation Gaudete et 
exsultate, so as to ‘repropose the call to 
holiness in a practical way for our own time, 
with all its risks, challenges and op-
portunities’. The Conference ‘Holiness Today’ 
stems from the need to bring into dialogue 
with today's world the themes on which the 
work for the Causes of beati-fication and 
canonization is carried out on a daily basis.” 
The cardinal added: “The task of the 
Dicastery is not to ‘manage’ holiness, but to 
‘ recognize ’ i t through spec i f i c and 
coordinated phases of discernment.” + 

U.S. Bishops Release National Synthesis  
On Diocesan’ Synods Sessions 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) has issued the National Synthesis 
of the People of God in the United States of 
Amer ica . The synthes is marks the 
completion of the Diocesan Phase of the 
2021-2023 Synod: For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and Mission. 
 Bishop Daniel E. Flores, chairman of the 
Committee on Doctrine, who shepherded the 
preparation of the synthesis, wrote, “This 
pivotal document is the culmination of ten 
months of intentional listening carried out 
throughout the Church in the U.S. The 
synodal consultations, from parishes, 
dioceses, and national regions express the 
voices of hundreds of thousands in our local 
churches.” + 

Go to USCCB.org for the full report.

http://USCCB.org
http://USCCB.org


Quotes to ponder during the month . . . 


"Let us make up for lost time. Let us give to 
God the time that remains to us."

 –St. Alphonsus Liguori


"Holiness consists simply in doing God's will, 
and being just what God wants us to be." 
 –St. Therese of Lisieux


"Heaven could not span its Creator, but the 
faithful soul, and only it, becomes its 
dwelling place and seat, and it becomes so in 
virtue of charity of which the impious lack." 
 –St. Clare of Assisi


"Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, 
and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is 
my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation."

 –Isaiah 12:2


“If God can use everything and everything 
is good, then an essential starting point of 
being able to discern God’s will is the gift of 
being ‘equal-minded.’ St. Ignatius of Loyola 
called this gift being ‘indifferent,’ but some 
modern people interpret this term as not 
caring about the choices. Better is the term 
‘equal minded,’ which implies that I am 
happy to take either this option or that 
option. Neither option matters to me except 
insofar as one gives greater glory to God 
than the other.” 
 –Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ


“If Christ is with me, whom shall I fear? 
 Though the waves and the sea and the 
anger of princes are roused against me, 
they are less to me than a spider’s web… 
For I always say: Lord, your will be done; 
not what this fellow or that would have me 
do, but what you want me to do.  That is my 
strong tower, my immovable rock, my staff 
that never gives way. If God wants 
something, let it be done!”

 —St John Chrysostum 


"Be sure that you first preach by the way 
you live. If you do not, people will notice 
that you say one thing, but live otherwise, 
and your words will bring only cynical 
laughter and a derisive shake of the head."

 –St. Charles Borromeo 


"When we attend to the needs of those in 
want, we give them what is theirs, not ours. 
More than performing works of mercy, we 
are paying a debt of justice." 
 –Pope Saint Gregory the Great


“My Lord, I offer you myself in turn as a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. You have died for 
me, and I in turn make myself over to you. I 
am not my own. You have bought me; I will 
by my own act and deed complete the 
purchase. My wish is to be separated from 
everything of this world; to cleanse myself 
simply from sin; to put away from me even 
what is innocent, if used for its own sake, 
and not for yours. I put away reputation and 
honor, and influence, and power, for my 
praise and strength shall be in you. Enable 
me to carry out what I profess.” 
 —St. John Henry Newman


"I urge you with all the strength of my soul 
to approach the Eucharistic Table as often 
as possible. Feed on this Bread of the Angels 
from which you will draw the strength to 
fight inner struggles." 
 –Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
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Quotations from saints whose feast days

are in October . . . 


“It pleases Him to create great Saints, who 
may be compared with the lilies or the rose; 
but He has also created little ones, who must 
be content to be daisies or violets, nestling at 
His feet to delight His eyes when He should 
choose to look at them. The happier they are 
to be as He wills, the more perfect they are.”

 — St. Therese of the Child Jesus 


“Yet such are the pity and compassion of this 
Lord of ours, so desirous is He that we should 
seek Him and enjoy His company, that in one 
way or another He never ceases calling us to 
Him . . . God here speaks to souls through 
words uttered by pious people, by sermons or 
good books, and in many other such ways. 
Sometimes He calls souls by means of sickness 
or troubles, or by some truth He teaches them 
during prayer, for tepid as they may be in 
seeking Him, yet God holds them very dear.”

 —St. Teresa of Avila 


“

For the devil may tempt the good, but he 
cannot find rest in them; for he is shaken 
violently, and upset, and driven out, now by 
their prayers, now by their tears of 
repentance, and now by their almsgiving and 
similar good works.”

 — St. Bruno of Cologne


“All grace flows from mercy, and the last hour 
abounds with mercy for us.  Let no one doubt 
concerning the goodness of God; even if a 
person’s sins were as dark as night, God’s 
mercy is stronger than our misery.  One thing 
alone is necessary; that the sinner set ajar 
the door of his heart, be it ever so little, to let 
in a ray of God’s merciful grace, and then God 
will do the rest.”

 —St. Faustina Kowalski  


“Let everything in creation draw you to God. 
Refresh your mind with some innocent 
recreation and needful rest, if it were only to 
saunter through the garden or the fields, 
listening to the sermon preached by the 
flowers, the trees, the meadows, the sun,    
the sky, and the whole universe. You will find 
that they exhort you to love and praise God; 
that they excite you to extol the greatness of 
the Sovereign Architect Who has given them 
their being.”

 — St. Paul of the Cross


“The man who burns with the fire of divine 
love is a son of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and wherever he goes, he enkindles that 
flame. He desires and works with all his 
strength to inflame all men with the fire of 
God’s love. Nothing deters him, he rejoices in 
poverty, he labors strenuously, he welcomes 
hardships, he laughs off false accusations, he 
rejoices in anguish. He thinks only of how he 
might follow Jesus Christ and imitate him by 
his prayers, his labors, his sufferings, and be 
caring always and only for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls.”

 — St. Anthony Mary Claret


Do not have Jesus Christ on your lips, and the 
world in your heart.

 — St.Ignatius of Antioch
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The Month of October 2022  

Monthly Focus: The Holy Rosary   
  

The rosary is one of the most 
powerful weapons the Church 
possesses.  The Memorial of Our 
Lady of the Rosary is celebrated on 
October 7. Twenty years ago, Pope 
St. John Paul II introduced the 
Luminous Mysteries in his Apostolic 

Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae (the Rosary of 
the Virgin Mary). Make a more concerted effort 
to pray the Rosary as a family or with a faith 
community during the month of the Rosary.  

Pope’s Prayer Intention:  
For a Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, 
and courageous in preaching the Gospel, 

may the Church be a community of 
solidarity, fraternity and welcome. 

The Virtue: Silence and Recollection 
The practice of silence has been recognized as 

the sole means of arriving at government of the 
tongue, without which saintliness of life is 

impossible. It is a means to recollection, where 
the soul having withdrawn its powers from 

without inwards, can fix them on God.   


