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In “The Life of Christ,” Fulton J. Sheen offers a unique perspective 
on the coming of Christ into this world. “History is full of men who 
have claimed that they came from God, or that they were gods, or 
that they bore messages from God — Buddha, Mohammed, 
Confucius, Christ, Lao-tze — and thousands of others. . . . .Reason 
dictates that if any one of these men actually came from God, the 
least thing that God could do to support His claim would be to 
preannounce His coming. . . .  
 “Reason further assures us that if God did not do this, then 
there would be nothing to prevent any imposter from appearing in 
history and saying, ‘I came from God.’ . . . To each claimant reason 
says, ‘What record was there before you were born that you were 
coming?’  
 Sheen goes on to note that there were no records about the 
coming of Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius or Lao-tze that they were 
from God. “But with Christ, it was different. Because of the Old 
Testament prophecies, His coming was not unexpected. “ 
In fact, Sheen continues that Tacitus, speaking for the ancient 
Romans, that they were persuaded in the faith of the prophecies 
that the “Master and Ruler of the World” would come from Judea. 
Another Roman, Suctonius in his life of Vespasian, also agreed that 
“the Jews were to attain the highest power” as well. The Chinese 
also had the same expectation as did the Greeks. And then Sheen 
asks: “How did the Magi of the East know of His coming?” The 
Jewish prophecies circulated by travelers   (Continued on page 2) 
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as wel l as “ through the 
prophecy made to the Gentiles 
by Daniel centuries before His 
birth” makes the case. 
 Sheen notes that the An-
nunciation seems to be the ful-
fillment of a Jewish tradition. 
“Every civilization has had a 
tradition of a golden age in the 
past. A more precise Jewish 
record tells of a fall from a 
s t a t e o f i n n o c e n c e a n d 
happiness through a woman 
tempting a man. If a woman 
played such a role in the fall of 
mankind, should she not play a 
great role in its restoration?” 
 Sheen suggests: “If there 
was a lost Paradise in which 
the first nuptials of man and 
woman were celebrated, might 
there not be a new Paradise in 
which the nuptials of God and 
man would be celebrated? 
 “In the fullness of time an 
Angel of Light came down from 
the great Throne of Light to a 
Virgin kneeling in prayer, to 
ask her if she was willing to 
give God a human nature. Her 
answer was that she ‘knew not 
man’ and, therefore, could not 
be the  mother of the ‘Expected 
of the Nations.’ 
 “There never can be a birth 
without love. In this the 
m a i d e n w a s r i g h t . T h e 
begetting of new life requires 
the fires of love. But besides 
the human passion which 
begets l i fe , there is the 
‘passionless passion and wild 
tranquility’ of the Holy Spirit; 
a n d i t w a s t h i s t h a t 
overshadowed the woman and 
begot in her Emmanuel’ or 
‘God with us.’  

 “. . . In the Annunciation, 
the Child was not accepted in 
any unforseen way; the Child 
was willed. There was a 
collaboration between a woman 
and the Spirit of Divine Love. 
The consent was voluntary 
under the Fiat; the physical co-
operation was freely offered by 
the same word.” 

 Sheen describes how the 
fall created a “sour note” 
creating discord, the lack of 
harmony in creation. “Is there 
any way to restore harmony to 
the world? It can be done only 
by someone coming in from 
eternity and stopping the note 
in its wild flight. But will it 
still be a false note? The 
harmony can be destroyed on 
one condition only. If that note 
is made the first note in a new 
melody, then it will become 
harmonious. This is precisely 
what happened when Christ 
was born. . . . 
 “As there was an old 
humanity in Adam, so there 
would be a new humanity in 
Christ, Who was God made 
man through the free agency of 
a human mother. When the 
angel appeared to Mary, God 
was announcing this love for 
the new humanity. It was the 
beginning of a new earth, and 

Mary became ‘a flesh-girt 
Paradise to be gardened by the 
Adam new.’ As in the first 
garden Eve brought des-
truction, so in the garden of 
her womb, Mary would now 
bring Redemption.  
 “For the nine months that 
He was cloistered within her, 
all the food, the wheat, the 
grapes that she consumed 
served as a kind of natural 
Eucharist, passing into Him 
Who later one was to declare 
that He was the Bread and 
Wine of Life. After her nine 
months were over, the fitting 
place for Him to be born was 
Bethlehem, which meant 
‘House of Bread.’ Later on He 
would say: ‘The bread that God 
gives comes down from heaven 
and brings life to the world.’ (Jn 
6:33) and ‘I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry’ (Jn 6:35).    
 “When the Divine Child 
was conceived, Mary’s hu-
manity gave Him hands and 
feet, eyes and ears, and a body 
with which to suffer. Just as 
the petals of a rose after a dew 
close on the dew as if to absorb 
its energies, so too, Mary as 
the Mystical Rose closed upon 
Him Whom the Old teastament 
had descr ibed as a dew 
descending upon the earth.   
 ‘When finally she did give 
Him birth, it was if a great 
ciborium had opened, and she 
was hholding in her fingers the 
Guest Who was also the Host 
of the world, as if to say, ‘Liik, 
this is the Lamb of God, this is 
He Who takes away the sins of 
the world.” + 

Excerpted from “Life of 
Christ” pubished by Image 
Books, a division of 
Doubleday & Company

The Coming of Christ 
Continued from page one
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KEVIN’S 

   
    CORNER 
. 
November’s Trivia Question:  
The creche or Nativity scene is 
one of the great symbols of the 
Christmas season. Do you know 
where the tradition came from?  
Answer: St. Francis of Assisi 
created the first creche or 
Nativity scene. Most people of 
13th century Europe were not 
literate. He came up with the 
idea of actually portray-ing what 
the birth of Christ must have 
looked like.  
 He sought permission from 
Pope Honorious III to stage a 
living scene of the Nativity in the 
little village of Greccio. His 
“scene” consisted of a manger 
with hay and two live animals — 
an ox and an ass. He then invited 
the villagers to come and gaze 
upon the scene while he preached 
about the “Babe of Bethlehem.”  
 St. Bonaventure wrote tthat 
St. Francis put a carved doll in 
the manger which cried tears of 
joy and “seemed to be awakened 
from sleep when St. Francis 
embraced Him in both arms.” 
And St. Bonaventure added, 
another miracle happened: The 
hay that the child lay in healed 
sick animals and protected 
people from disease. + 

December’s  Trivia Question: 
When does Christmastide begin 
and how long does it last?

 
In “The Fulfillment of All 
Desire,”Ralph Martin writes: 
“The Scriptures and the tea-
ching of the saints make clear 
that when we lack something 
essential for the spiritual 
journey — such as a strong 
desire for God — then we are to 
ask for it, and it will be given. 
Not all at once necessarily, but 
gradually, over time, as we 
persevere in asking.”  
 In another place, he quotes 
Catherine of Siena who fre-
quently stresses the need for 
desire or thirst for God to 
grow. “If you would make 
progress, then, you must be 
thirsty, because only those are 
thirsty are called: ‘Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me and 
drink.’ Those who are not 
thirsty will never persevere in 
their journey. Either weari-
ness or pleasure will make 
them stop.”     
 But what does persevere 
really mean?  Every day we 
meet difficulties, obstacles and 
hindrances to our Christian 
journey. These barriers are 
both internal and external. 
Perseverance allows us to stay 
focused on the good during 
difficult times. It allows us to 
continue in the virtuous life 
when times are tough. When 
we persevere we are strength-
ened by God’s gifts of habitual 
grace. For a Christian the per-

fect act of perseverance is 
persevering in Faith, Hope and 
Charity until death.  
 Perseverance refers to 
continued steady belief or 
efforts in spite of discou-
ragement or difficulty. In other 
words, it means continuing 
with something even though it 
is difficult, or in spite of many 
obstacles. This term originates 
from the Latin perseverantia, 
which means to abide by 
something strictly. 
 When you persevere, you 
continue or repeat a behavior. 
Unlike in persisting, a person 
who perseveres is not illo-
gically resolute or stubborn, 
instead, he or she is calm, 
steady and strong. Thus, this 
term has a positive conno-
tation. We use this term when 
we are talking about a good 
purpose or a desirable goal.  
 “Many of the saints tell us 
that the times of God-ordained 
‘desolation’ or dryness are very 
important times of growwth, if 
we persevere through them by 
exercising a deeper faith, hope, 
and love. It is particularly 
important, they tell us,” 
Martin writes, “not to give up 
our spiritual practices but to 
remain faithful. God in His 
wisom knows how long and 
how deeply we must be tried in 
order to come closer to Him, 
and we should patiently trust 
Him during the trial while 
perservering in our practices.”  
 Perseverance keeps us fo-
cused on the good during 
difficult and tough times. 
When we persevere we are 
strengthened by God’s gifts of 
His habitual grace. + 



“Advent is a season of burgeoning life, a season 
tending life, and a season of becoming. This is 
perhaps the greatest theological thunderclap of 
Advent: that God who is, who only is — who has 
no was, who has no will be — now, in the 
Incarnation, is becoming. God is doing something 
that, as God, he could not do: he could not change, 
he could not grow, he could not become.  
 “He simply is essence. He is the ‘is-ness’ that 
is the heart of being. Now, choosing to become 
Incarnate, God, as man, can become. During the 
Advent season we commemorate his becoming in 
the womb of a woman. . . .  
 “I love to recall the word of the poet Sister 
Madeleva that I find ineffably dear: ‘In Advent I 
always feel that should walk on tiptoe.’ Indeed, in 
the wonder of Advent, we should spiritually walk 
on tiptoe, full of expectancy, full of wonder.  
 “Great things are put before us. The Church 
becomes, even in her tenderness, very dramatic: 
‘Wake up!’ she says. And she will say this again 
and again in Advent: ‘Get up out of the torpor, 
this stupor. Wake up! Now is the time to rise from 

the spiritual sleepiness, the same old dreary 
infidelities, the same wastefullness, the same old 
idling paths, the same old petty self-indulgences. 
Wake up!’ 
 “The Incarnate Word came to deliver us from 
the old slavery of sin. We all know how our faults 
enslave us . . . our impatience, our self-will, our 
unwillingness to bear with one another’s 
idiosyncrasies and failings.  
 “And certainly we have all had the unhappy 
experience many times of how these things leave 
a very bitter taste in our mouths. We never have 
any lasting satisfaction from these things and 
sometimes have not even momentary satisfaction 
— we are unhappy in the very act of committing 
the fault. And if getting our way does being us 
some momentary satisfaction, we know how 
evanescent it is, how very quickly it goes, and the 
bitterness it leaves. This is what Christ came to 
deliver us from; he came to fill in the valleys in us 
and to lower the  mountains in us.”  + 
Excerpted from “Come, Lord Jesus: Meditations 
on the Art of Waiting” from Ignatius Press. 

Wake Up! The Message of Advent 

By Mother Mary Francis, late abbess of the Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery 
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St. John XXIII witnessed the atrocities of two 
World Wars and prayed fervently that society 
would improve. The outlook at the time didn’t look 
promising, but he had hope that the world could 
change if peace within the family was maintained. 
 He explained in his encyclical Ad Petri 
Cathedram that peace within family was the key 
to peace in the world. For unless peace, unity, 
and concord are present in domestic society, how 
can they exist in civil society? 
 This harmonious unity which should exist 
within the family circle rises from the holiness 
and indissolubility of Christian marriage. It is 
the basis of much of the order, progress, and 
prosperity of civil society. 
 St. John XXIII pointed to the example of the 
Holy Family at Nazareth for inspiration, and 
spoke of how their love spread throughout the 
world. The charity which burned in the house-hold 

at Nazareth should be an inspiration for every 
family. All the Christian virtues should flourish 
in the family, unity should thrive, and the 
example of its virtuous living should shine 
brightly. However, when the family suffers, the 
rest of society crumbles, according to John XXIII. 
 We earnestly pray God to prevent any 
damage to this valuable, beneficial, and 
necessary union. The Christian family is a sacred 
institution. If it totters, if the norms which the 
divine Redeemer laid down for it are rejected or 
ignored, then the very foundations of the state 
tremble; civil society stands betrayed and in 
peril. Everyone suffers. 
 This view was held by many saints, including 
St. John Paul II, who did all he could to stress 
the vital need to preserve the family. If we desire 
peace and justice in the world, we need to first 
look at our own families and work for peace and 
unity in our own home. + 
Printed with permission of the author. The 
article originally appeared in the Aleteia 
online newsletter on October 11, 2022

The Value of Family 
By Philip Kosloski
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We are still grappling with the impact of the Roe 
vs Wade defeat by the US Supreme Court. 
 For perspective, as Teresa Larkin, Executive 
Director of Your Options Medical, states: “ while 
we celebrate the victories, we continue to face 
fierce opposition. . . .After decades of prayer, 
advocacy, and frontline ministry, we witnessed 
the overturning of the Roe vs Wade decision that 
falsely created a constitutional right to abortion 
where none existed. While abortion has not been 
eradicated, we have moved in a positive 
direction.”  
 Your Options Medical, the pregnancy center 
for whom we collect Baby Bottle donations, has 
experienced threats and vandalism, as have 
other Massachusetts pregnancy centers. Big 
Tech companies are controlling information to 
women facing unplanned pregnancies by 
providing free advertising to abortion businesses 
and eliminating their only competitors, pro-life 
pregnancy centers. These pro-life centers offer 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds and options 
information to help support a woman in her 
decision-making process. The women and the 
pregnancy centers need our prayers, advocacy 
and financial support. Please add them to your 
prayer list!  
 The Respect Life Steering Committee has 
been surveying the service providers for Moms 
in Need to identify and verify quality providers 
where we can refer pregnant women for help, 
and see where the gaps are. We are also 

assessing our mission, what we have done the 
past year and our goals and plans for 2023. 
 Input from you, our Parishioners is welcome, 
what you are interested in learning, or any 
suggestions for us, or if you want to be more 
involved. We have literature if you or a friend 
needs some related to the Life issues. See if the 
Literature in the racks as you come into church 
is helpful or contact Becky at 508-737-2181.  
NEW: there is coming on the St. Francis Xavier 
website: a Respect Life site! There will be links 
to several of our 2022 programs, ie. Father 
Michael’s talk on the Spiritual Underpinnings 
for the Right to Life; the Miracle of Conception; 
Kathy Hill’s talk on A Choice: Life or Abortion; 
and the Sisters of Life videos “Into Life”.  
 There will be links to the two pregnancy 
centers in our Diocese: Abundant Hope and 
Know Your Options.  
ONGOING: our monthly Rosary for Life which 
is the 3rd Friday at 7 pm in the Church. It is for 
all of our church communities, and the 
mysteries are prayed in Latin, English, 
Portuguese and Spanish. Typed sheets are 
available. In November, we had all three of our 
priests leading the Rosary!  
 Please come to the monthly Rosary and keep 
up your personal prayers for Life, Moms in Need 
and their babies and families. God bless you!  
C a l l B e c k y o r D e a c o n M i n n i n g e r a t 
508-237-1154 to be more involved in the Respect 
Life parish effort.  And please, Pray for Life! 

   Respect for Life Corner 

Prayer for the Holy Father 

Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy upon Thy servant, Pope Francis, our Supreme 
Pontiff, and direct him, according to Thy loving kindness, in the way of eternal salvation;  

that, of Thy gift, he may ever desire that which is pleasing unto Thee and may  
accomplish it with all his might. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.  

Our Father. Hail Mary, Glory Be to the Father. . .
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CNA — The Immaculate Conception, a solemnity 
celebrated on December 8, is the patronal feast of 
the United States. Mary is honored at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington D.C. as the Patroness of 
the United States of America. 
 In 1854, Pope Pius IX’s  in his  
declaration, Ineffabilis Deus, 
clarified with finality the long-
held belief of the Church that 
Mary was conceived free from 
original sin. In proclaiming the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary 
as a dogma of the Church, the 
pope expressed precisely and 
clearly that Mary was conceived 
free from the stain of original sin. 
This privilege of Mary derives 
from God's having chosen her as 
Mother of the Savior; thus she 
received the benefits of salvation 
in Christ from the very moment of 
her conception. . .  
 The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states: 
 “To become the mother of the Savior, Mary 
‘was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to 
such a role.’ The angel Gabriel at the moment of 
the annunciation salutes her as ‘full of grace.’  
 “In fact, in order for Mary to be able to give the 
free assent of her faith to the announcement of her 
vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne 
by God's grace. 
 “Through the centuries the Church has become 
ever more aware that Mary, ‘full of grace’ through 
God, was redeemed from the moment of her 
conception. That is what the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed in 1844: ‘The most Blessed Virgin Mary 
was, from the first moment of her conception, by a 
singular grace and privilege of almighty God and 
by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of 

the human race, preserved immune from all stain 
of original sin.’  
 “The splendor of an entirely unique holiness by 
which Mary is ‘enriched from the first instant of 
her conception’ comes wholly from Christ: she is 
‘redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of 

the merits of her Son.’ The Father 
blessed Mary more than any other 
created person ‘in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places’ and chose her ‘in 
Christ before the foundation of 
the wor ld , to be ho ly and 
blameless before him in love.’ 
  “The Fathers of the Eastern 
tradition call the Mother of God 
‘the All-Holy’ (Panagia) and 
celebrate her as ‘free from any 
stain of sin, as though fashioned 
by the Holy Spirit and formed as 
a new creature.’ By the grace of 
God Mary remained free of every 
personal sin her whole life.” 

 In May of 1846, 21 bishops 
and one archbishop attended the Sixth Provincial 
Council of Balt i -more, along with their 
theologians.  It was at this Council that the 
American Hierarchy named for the first time, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of the 
Immaculate Conception as the Patroness of the 
United States. Pope Pius IX ratified this action of 
the American hierarchy in February 1847. 
 There are 70 chapels and oratories in the 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. The various 
ethnic representations of the Blessed Mother given 
in mosaic, sculpture and other artistic renderings, 
symbolic of the immigrant population of America, 
as well as those of saints and biblical and salvific 
events, richly ornament the interior and exterior 
and in the upper and lower levels, the history of 
the Roman Catholic faith, as well as the history of 
the Catholic Church in the United States. +

The Immaculation Conception of Mary 

Our Nation’s Patroness and How that Came to Be

Artwork from The Cathedral of the  
Immaculate Conception, Lake Charles, LA
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Catholics Are More Likely to Believe in 
Angels than in the Real Presence 
EWTN — A new survey shows that Catholics 
are more likely to profess belief in guardian 
angels than belief in the Catholic doctrine of 
the Eucharist. “The more you draw close to 
the angels, the more they will draw you to 
the Eucharist,” Father Wolfgang Seitz, 
O.R.C., told CNA. “If devotion to angels 
would increase, devotion to the Eucharist 
would also increase,” said Seitz, who has led 
Opus Angelorum parish retreats for our 
parish and is secretary of the Opus 
Sanctorum Angelorum. 
 According to an EWTN News/RealClear 
Opinion Research poll released in October, 
almost 77% of Catholic voters believe in 
guardian angels, 8.7% do not, and 14.6% are 
not sure. By contrast, only 50.3% of 
respondents say that they believe in the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  + 

Archbishop Cordileone Responds to  
California’s Passage of Proposition 1 
CNA— The pro-life movement suffered a 
defeat in California with the passage of 
Proposition 1, a ballot initiative to add the 
“right to abortion” to California’s con-
stitution. In an interview, Archbishop 
Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco was 
asked his advice for opponents of abortion in 
this post-Dobbs political climate? He replied: 
“We have to keep doing what we have been 

doing. I think the key is this Walking with 
Moms in Need [the U.S. bishops’ nationwide 
initiative to assist pregnant and parenting 
women]. We have to continue holding up 
what is real compassion for a woman in that 
situation, who’s scared, isolated, full of 
anxiety, under all kinds of pressure, and 
feeling lonely. She needs to be surrounded 
with love and support.” + 

DOJ Responds to the USCCB’s Request 
For Action against Pro-Life Entities 
Aleteia — In a November 6 story by J-P. Mauro, 
on growing attacks on pro-life organizations and 
clinics it was stated: “After months of increased 
pro-abortion attacks on Catholic churches and 
pregnancy centers, the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) has finally vowed action. In a recent letter 
to the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), the DOJ stated that attacks 
on pro-life pregnancy centers can be prosecuted 
under the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
(FACE) act.  
 Catholic Vote, which has tracked attacks 
against 86 Catholic churches and 74 pregnancy 
resource centers just since the Supreme Court 
leak last May, reports that the DOJ reached out 
to USCCB Secretariat of Pro-life Activities 
Executive Director Thomas Grenchik.  
 “The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has a 
task force dedicated to enforcing the FACE Act,” 
Grenchik said. “Recently, the director of the task 
force reached out to the USCCB regarding the 
ongoing attacks on pregnancy resource centers.” 
 The DOJ did not comment on why they have 
taken no action against such attacks in recent 
months. The letter asked the USCCB to assist 
them in informing pregnancy resource centers 
that the FACE act can be used to protect them.  
 Furthermore, the department implored 
pregnancy resource centers to continue to report 
attacks to authorities.  Pregnancy Help News 
reports that the DOJ has already prosecuted 26 
pro-life individuals on FACE act violations since 
the beginning of 2022.  Grenchik said the DOJ’s 
vow of support should be taken “at face value,” +



Quotes to ponder during Advent . . . 


“Open to the Spirit, [Mary] consecrated 
herself totally as lowly handmaid to the 
person and work of the Savior. She received 
Christ in order to share Him with all the 
world whose hope He is. In her, we 
recognize the model of the Church’s faith 
and our own.” – St. Eugène de Mazenod


“There are two births of Christ, one unto 
the world in Bethlehem; the other in the 
soul, when it is spiritually reborn. Men think 
of the former much more than the later, 
and celebrate it every year; but the spiritual 
Bethlehem is equally momentous. . . . It was 
the second birth that Saint Paul insisted on 
when he wrote from prison to his beloved 
people, the Ephesians, asking that Christ 
may dwell in their hearts by faith and that 
they be rooted and grounded in love. This is 
the second Bethlehem, or the personal 
relationship of the individual heart to the 
Lord Christ.” – Ven. Fulton Sheen


“The liturgy of Advent…helps us to 
understand fully the value and meaning of 
the mystery of Christmas. It is not just 
about commemorating the historical event, 
which occurred some 2,000 years ago in a 
little village of Judea. Instead, it is 
necessary to understand that the whole of 
our life must be an ‘advent,’ a vigilant 
awaiting of the final coming of Christ. To 
predispose our mind to welcome the Lord 
who, as we say in the Creed, one day will 

come to judge the living and the dead, we 
must learn to recognize him as present in 
the events of daily life. Therefore, Advent is, 
so to speak, an intense training that directs 
us decisively toward him who already came, 
who will come, and who comes 
continuously.” – St. John Paul II


"Joseph’s virtue was sublime and 
exceptional; therefore it was subjected to a 
great and singular trial. But, as he heroically 
surmounted this trial, so God was pleased, 
not only to console him, but to exalt him to 
a dignity of extraordinary glory. ... Jesus, 
the Son of God ... willed to recognize this 
virgin spouse as His father in affection, 
adoption, government, and education, and to 
be constantly obedient and subject to him. 
The Holy Ghost, who had operated the 
incarnation of the Son of God in the womb 
of Mary, willed that to Joseph this His 
spouse should be entirely confided. He was 
to be the zealous guardian of her virginity, 
her guide, her aid, her support, and her 
inseparable companion through all the 
vicissitudes of life. And where, apart from 
the Divine Maternity, can so great a dignity 
be found upon earth as that which was 
conferred on Joseph by the Three Divine 
Persons of the Most Holy Trinity?"

   — Edward Healy Thompson


“If we would please this Divine Infant, we 
too must become children, simple and 
humble; we must carry to Him flowers of 
virtue, of meekness, of mortification, of 
charity; we must clasp him in the arms of 
our love.”  – St. Alphonsus Ligouri


“Rejoice and be glad that so great and good 
a Lord, on coming into the Virgin’s womb, 
willed to appear despised, needy, and poor 
in this world, so that men who were in dire 
poverty and suffering great need of 
heavenly food might be made rich in him.”    
   – St. Clare of Assisi
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Quotations to contemplate from saints whose 
feast days are in December . . . 


“As to the numbers who become Christians, 
you may understand them from this, that it 
often happens to me to be hardly able to use 
my hands from the fatigue of baptizing: often 
in a single day I have baptized whole villages. 
Sometimes I have lost my voice and strength 
altogether with repeating again and again the 
Credo and the other forms.”

  — St. Francis Xavier 


"The giver of every good and perfect gift has 
called upon us to mimic Gods giving, by grace, 
through faith, and this is not of ourselves." 
  — St. Nicholas of Myra


“I Am A Nobody, I Am A Small Rope, A Tiny 
Ladder, The Tail End, A Leaf.”

  — St. Juan Diego to the Virgin


“Listen and understand, my littlest son, let 
nothing frighten and afflict you or trouble 
your heart . . . Am I not here, I, who am your 
mother? Are you not under my shadow? Am I 
not your health? Are you not by chance held in 
my mantle?”

  — Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan Diego


“If now, against my will, you cause me to be 
polluted, a twofold purity will be gloriously 

imputed to me. You cannot bend my will to 
your purpose; whatever you do to my body, 
that cannot happen to me.”

  — St. Lucy


“The soul that is attached to anything 
however much good there may be in it, will not 
arrive at the liberty of divine union. For 
whether it be a strong wire rope or a slender 
and delicate thread that holds the bird, it 
matters not, if it really holds it fast; for, until 
the cord be broken the bird cannot fly.”


  — St. John of the Cross


Better that only a few Catholics should be left, 
staunch and sincere in their religion, than  
that they should, remaining many, desire as it 
were, to be in collusion with the Church's 
enemies and in conformity with the open foes 
of our faith.

  — St. Peter Canisius


"What kind of work can be more noble than to 
cultivate the minds of young people, guarding 
it carefully, so that the knowledge and love of 
God and His holy precepts go hand-in-hand 
with learning? To form young Christians and 
citizens-isn’t this the most beautiful and noble-
minded way to make use of life, of all one’s 
talents and energy?"

  ~ Saint John of Kanty


“Who shall resist Anti-Christ when he comes if 
we show such patience towards the vices and 
crimes of his precursors? By such leniency, we 
encourage kings to become tyrants and tempt 
them to withdraw every privilege and all 
jurisdiction from the Churches.

  — St. Thomas Becket


“In the beginning was the Word and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God.”

  — St John the Evangelist
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The Month of December 2022  

Focus: Mary and the Coming of Christ       
  

December is dedicated to the  
Immaculate Conception and the 
coming of Christ. The best person we 
can turn to for help during Advent is 
Mary, Christ's and our Mother. She 
awaited the day of His birth with 
more eagerness than any other 

human being. For God had prepared her for His 
coming in every respect. Let us not forget to 
prepare a peaceful place in our hearts wherein 
our Savior may come to dwell. 

Prayer Intention: Christian Stewardship  
We pray for all Christians to be grateful, 

responsible stewards of the gifts we receive  
from God and to care for them and                  

share them with those less fortunate. 

Monthly Virtue: Perseverance 
Perseverance is the steady pursuit of a good, 
laudable and lawful objective. Perseverance 

allows us to stay focused on the good            
during difficult times and to continue in the 

virtuous life when times are tough.  
When we persevere we are strengthened by 

God’s gifts of His habitual grace. 


