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September 5, 2021 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 5, 2021 

Saturday, September 4 

4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

(H) 
(B) 

The Parish** 
James A. Thiel 

Sunday, September 5 
 8:30 a.m. 

 10:30 a.m. 
(E) 
(H) 

Nira Thiel 
David Michael 

Monday, September 6 
8:30 a.m. (B) NO MASS

Tuesday, September 7 
 6:30 p.m. (E) NO MASS

Wednesday, September 8 
 8:30 a.m. (H) Betty and Phillip Meyer

Thursday, September 9 
  8:30 a.m. (E) Clair Goebel

Friday, September 10 
  8:30 a.m. (H) Mary Lou Mannion

Saturday, September 11 

 4:00 p.m. 
 6:00 p.m. 

(H) 
(B) 

Mark Skinner & Melissa Skinner 
Paul Phillips 

Sunday, September 12 
 8:30 a.m. 

 10:30 a.m. 
(E) 
(H) 

Sherman and Rozella Cape 
Janis Meyer 

**Prayers for the Living and/or Deceased 
*Prayers for the Living

YOUR TITHE TO GOD      Sunday, August 29, 2021 

(E) Offertory - $5,686.00
Renovation - 195.00 Electrical - $85.00 
Assumption - $30.00

(B) Offertory - $1,347.00 Assumption - $25.00 
Maintenance - $50.00

Offertory envelopes from Both St. Mary’s and  
St. Joseph’s may be dropped off at the office or mailed 
to:  St. Mary Church, PO Box 355, Edgerton, OH  43517 

MINISTRIES 

Saturday, September 11, 6:00 p.m. (St. Joseph): 
SERVERS: Sidney, Carter 
READER: Ray 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER: Dale Gallup, Makenzie, Allyn 
USHERS: Jim Wuebben, Scott Powell 

Sunday, September 12, 8:30 a.m. (St. Mary): 
USHERS: Toby Kennerk Family 
SERVER: Dylan and Jade Saul, Abby Juhasz 
READER: Bob Knecht 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER: Dustin Everetts, Shelby 
Everetts, Denise Knecht, Connie Cape, Maria Gerschutz 

Mass can be viewed “live” on Facebook (Saint Mary 
Catholic Church/Saint Joseph Chapel) and/or on You 
Tube – St Mary Edgerton.  Beginning June 1, Weekday 
Masses will no longer be livestreamed.  We will continue 
to livestream and record weekend Masses from St. 
Mary’s. 

Saturday – 4:00 p.m. on St. Michael Facebook 
Sunday – 8:30 a.m. on St. Mary/St. Joseph Facebook, and 
10:30 a.m. on St. Michael Facebook 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
September 5 - 12, 2021 

MON (B)  No Mass or Adoration today 
WED (E) 7:00 p.m. Liturgy Committee Meeting 

A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 
Because the deaf man in today’s gospel recognized his 
disability, he could seek help from Jesus.  Deafness 
abounds in families: in our children (Oh dad, not that 
again”) in parents (“it is just a stage”) and in spouses (“Are 
you listening?”).  Before Jesus can enter your home and 
heal, you must first recognize your deafness. 

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal:  For those who have not 
yet contributed to the Annual Catholic Appeal please 
reflect upon the importance of your charitable involvement 
and prayerfully consider making a gift to the Appeal.  Help 
our parish meet our goal and help fund the very important 
work carried out by the many ministries supported by the 
Appeal.  We believe in giving back to God and these 
beliefs tie us all together and keep us working side by 
side, young and old, parents and parishioners helping 
each other.  Thank you for considering this Appeal.  For 
more information, visit the Diocesan website at 
Toledodiocese.org/ACA.  To-date we have contributed 
$19,872.50 toward our goal of $22,381.00 for 88.79% 
from 111 donors. 

Diocesan Anniversary Mass:  The Diocese of Toledo will 
honor couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 60 and 60-plus 
years of marriage this year at a mass celebrated by 
Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on Sunday, October 24th, at 
3:00 pm, at Rosary Cathedral, 2535 Collingwood Blvd, 
Toledo. Every registering couple is guaranteed an 
anniversary certificate. To register please go to 
toledoanniversarymass.org.  Registration deadline is 
October 8, 2021. Congratulations on your milestone 
wedding anniversary!  For Questions, please Contact Alice 
Jacobs at 419-214-4978 or ajacobs@toledodiocese.org or 
call the parish office (419-298-2540). 

St. Mary Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/SaintMarychurch/SaintJoseph. 

– If you would like to have information posted on the parish
Facebook page, please send all notices to Mark Gerschutz,
who will add it to our page.  Mark may be contacted at
mark@gerschutz.com, or call 419-575-6936.

mailto:ajacobs@toledodiocese.org


NEWS FOR EDGERTON 

Coffee and Rolls Workers:  September 5 – Joe Cape and 
Randy Cape; September 12 – Tom Cape and Tom Dietsch 

Ministry Schedules:  New ministry schedules for Mass 
Servers, Readers and Eucharistic Ministers of Holy 
Communion are available to pick-up from the sacristy this 
weekend. 

Catholic HEART Workcamp 2022:  Registration for CHWC 
2022 opens on September 9, 2021.  Departure will be on 
Saturday, June 18, 2022, with return on Friday, June 24, 
2022.  This is available for youth entering ninth grade in the 
fall of 2022 through age 20 (at the time of camp), and also 
any adults.  If you would like to attend, please contact Becky 
Krill at 419-298-3228 or mkrill1955@aol.com to reserve your 
spot as soon as possible.  If you have any questions or need 
further information, feel free to contact Becky. 

CCD Class to Begin Soon:  CCD for Grades One – Eight 
will begin on Wednesday, September 29, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 
p.m.  A parent’s letter and complete schedule has been 
mailed and should arrive soon.  If you do not receive your 
letter by the end of week, please call Karrie (419-633-1965). 
The High School classes will begin the following 
Wednesday, October 6, at 7:00 p.m.  New students wanting 
to register for CCD classes, please call Karrie Kimpel at 
number above.

R.C.I.A. News:  Do you know anyone interested in joining 
the Catholic faith?  Classes will begin in October for all 
inquirers.  Please encourage anyone who feels they are 
being called to join the Catholic church to call and register 
for the upcoming class.  This class is also for anyone 
seeking to enrich their faith understanding.  To register 
please call the parish office at 419-298-2540.

St. Mary Fall Festival:  Mark your calendar – Sunday, 
September 26, 2021!  We are once again making plans to 
have our annual Fall Festival.  We will be preparing and 
serving Chicken and Ham Dinner Drive-thru style again 
this year!  With the current status of our county, the 
committee has decided we will not offer the addition of 
an area for In-House dining.  Worklists may be picked up 
from each entrance this weekend.  Please check it over, if 
you are not scheduled and would like to work, please call a 
committee member or just show up day of festival.  Donation 
flyers have been mailed, please help us out by contributing 
the items you have been solicited.  Raffle and Quilt ticket 
stubs and money may be turned in anytime at the office or 
place in envelope with your name included as seller and 
place in the offertory basket prior to festival.  We will be 
serving meals from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. from the fire lane 
on the south side of the church basement.  50/50 Raffle 
tickets will be sold the day of festival.  Committee:  Julie 
Osmun (419-212-0000), Brad Stark (419-212-0982), Ashley 
McNalley (419-319-2425), Dave Gerschutz (419-234-7694), 
Denise Roth (419-212-5693), Shelley Stark (419-212-4665). 

NEWS FOR BLAKESLEE 

Food Pantry is in need of following items: Tuna, tomato 
soup, hamburger helper (2 pack), broth, rice (1 pound 
bags), elbow macaroni, dessert mixes. (brownie, cake, 
cookie). 

No Mass and Adoration:  Monday, September 6, Labor 
Day, there will be no 8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph and we 
will Not have Adoration through-out the day. 

DO YOU WONDER WHY HAPPINESS IS FLEETING? 

Join us in the church basement at St. Mary to explore this 
topic and more with 

THE SEARCH 

Brought to us on Formed 

We will meet on the following Sundays at 6:30 pm 
September 19 

October 3, 17, 31 
November 7, 21 

December 5 

Explore life’s mysteries with The Search, a new video-
based program that explores Life’s big questions 

50th Jubilee Anniversary: Fr. Thomas E. Oedy is 
celebrating his 50th Jubilee Anniversary of Ordination in 
the Priesthood.  Fr. Oedy was ordained on April 3, 1971. 
Congratulations may be sent to:  Rev. Thomas Oedy, 
4150 Starr Avenue, Oregon, OH  43616 

mailto:mkrill1955@aol.com
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He Has Done All Things Well

Deep in the heart of each of us is a desire for a perfect world—a world of peace and harmony, where life 
flourishes and people care for one another. From beginning to end, our religious tradition promises that such 

a world is just ahead of us. Today’s readings assure us that physical obstacles will not prevent its accomplishment, 
because the graciousness of God is stronger than any other power.

Today’s reading from Isaiah instructs us: “Be strong, do not fear!” (35:4). It encourages us to believe in this 
promise of ultimate fulfillment and to trust that God will see it through. Our focus changes slightly in the Gospel 
passage. What was a promise of the future for Isaiah bursts forth as a reality in the Gospel, where the healing of 
broken bodies and troubled lives is realized by the warm words and gentle touch of Jesus.

Do such miracles really happen? Or are these fanciful stories that provide hope for people with little scientific 
understanding? Are miracles real? Of course they are. However, their true meaning might be much more profound 
than we realize. A miracle is a manifestation of divine 
power far beyond human control or comprehension. 
It is an experience of being made whole again, 
an occurrence in which peace and harmony are 
reestablished. Sometimes a miracle is spectacular; at 
other times it is far too deep to be seen. But always it 
is God working in our lives to create us anew.

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

FOR Reflection
✷ Where does your life need healing? What are you 

doing about it?

✷ How might you be a source of healing in the lives 
of others?

September 5, 2021

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Is 35:4–7a
Jas 2:1–5
Mk 7:31–37
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And [immediately] the 
man’s ears were opened, 
his speech impediment 
was removed, and he 
spoke plainly.

MARK 7:35



St. Mary Parish Council Minutes               August 26, 2021 
 
St. Mary Parish Council met on August 26th at the Parish Center.  Those present were Father Dan, Sue 
Smethurst, Pat Dietsch, Julie Osmun, Wilma Stark, Al Cape, and Angela Kennerk.  Absent were Dave 
Gerschutz and Sarah Herman.  Sue presided over the meeting with the absence of Dave.  Father opened 
with prayer and minutes from last meeting were read and approved.  
 
Scott Blue, Edgerton Fire Chief, was present to give a report on church and school fire safety issues.  He 
said that the church and school were in good shape overall, but that an updated fire alarm system would 
be a good investment.  There are smoke alarms in the school, but they are outdated.  Modern smoke 
detectors would sound alarms if a fire would break out in the middle of the night or if the building was 
unoccupied.  Scott and Al Cape will do a follow-up on finding a company to give estimates on installing 
updated systems.  
 
FATHER DAN’S REPORT: St. Michaels, Hicksville, had their 100th anniversary celebration with Bishop 
Thomas.  Father said it was a very nice celebration and the parishioners worked very hard to make it 
special.  A demolition crew is coming to Blakeslee the first part of September to tear down the rectory 
and the school.  Father is pleased that mass-attendance has picked up.  The Diocese is planning to do a 
Capital campaign soon.  A representative will go to each parish to discuss what is involved.  Each parish 
will have a target amount based on total church income.  
 
FINANCE:  Pat reported the parish and school profit and loss for the months of June and July 2021.  
Church June income - $144,159.36; expenses - $60,944.71 for profit of $83,214.54.  July Church income - 
$30,954.35; expenses - $13,599.80 for profit of $17,354.55.  July income was much higher due to 
forgiveness of PPP Loan received back in April 2020.  School June income - $57,402.88; expenses - 
$56,029.08, profit of $1,373.80.  July school income - $15,317.41; expenses - $35,940.36, for a loss of 
$20,622.95. 
 
MAINTENCE: Church doors need to be refurbished annually.  Deb will speak with Ron Sechler and get 
advice on a maintenance program to keep the doors in good condition.  The asphalt resurfacing is 
completed.  Buck Perry has installed a new catch basin to drain water from playground and parking lot. 
The freezer in the kitchen’s compressor has been replaced.  Tim Nye has been working on rectory 
bathroom.  Keller Plastering will arrive next week to work on the dining room ceiling and bathroom.  The 
lights in the church basement dish-washing area have been converted to LED.  Discussed possibly going 
to all LED lights in basement, Al will get estimated cost.  
 
FESTIVAL: Working on ways to keep traffic moving for carry-out meals.  Will do basically the same as last 
year, except ordering more food, so we will hopefully not run out of anything.  Adding more younger 
parishioners on the list to bring food and removing some older parishioners. 
 
SCHOOL: Father Dan gave report on the absence of Dave.  The school received the final payment of 
$35,300 from the state EMA Grant.  The state has increased the expansion scholarship to $5,500 per 
qualifying child.  We have two new staff members, David Jones, Music, and Paula Bowsher, Pre-K Aide. 
Enrollment: 78 students in Pre-K- 6th grade, with 18 of those in preschooler.  Steps have been replaced 
on the south side of the building and new cement was poured on the north side with the cost of $5,660. 
Distinctive Roofing will provide a quote to replace the flat roof on the school.  Air-purifiers have been 
purchased for all classrooms and the office with EANS funding.  



CHRISTIAN FORMATION: Many positive comments on the summer ice cream social and kickball 
tournament.  There were nearly 200 in attendance and fun was had by all.  The committee is working on 
a women's fall retreat to be held on October 30th at St. Michael’s with Luminous Ministries.  The title of 
the presentation is, “Letting Go: Releasing our Losses to the Lord”.  Tickets will be $20, including lunch. 
Sharon Mesnard is the Chairperson for this event.  The next scheduled mission is July 18 -21, 2022. 
 
LITURGY: No report 
 
ACA: Sue reported we have $19,372.50 which is 86.56% of our goal of $22,381. 109 families have 
pledged.  
 
 SOCIAL: No Report 
 
GOOD OF THE CAUSE: Thank You's go to Tom Lingvai for the new asphalt in the parking lot, Buck Perry 
for catch basin work, Scott Blue for his presentation on fire safety, and Al Cape for donating his time and 
labor installing basement lighting, etc.  We appreciate all of you who are so willing to do these things for 
the church and school.  May God bless you! 
 
Next meeting will be Thursday October 21, at 7:30 PM in the Parish Center.  
Father closed with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Angela Kennerk. 
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Martyrs and people who commit suicide willingly 
sacrifice their lives, so how are they different? If I 
deliberately put myself in a position to be killed—
even for a worthy cause—isn’t that a form of suicide?

Life is a gift from God. While both martyrdom and suicide contradict the 
natural human disposition to preserve and perpetuate life, the former is a 

totally self-giving act; the latter, a self-inflicted one.
The early Church believed that martyrs went directly to heaven because 

their sacrifice of life was the ultimate Christlike expression. Their courageous 
endurance of indignities and tortures—their heroic 
willingness to die in defense of the faith or to save 
another’s life—demonstrates a supreme love 
of God and neighbor over love for life itself 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2473).

Those who take their own lives to 
end personal suffering or despair 
make a decision that belongs to 
God alone. It’s an action that can 
revolve totally around the “self,” 
often with little thought given to 
its consequences. It’s a sin against 
hope (CCC 2091) that reveals 
a lack of faith and trust in God. 
Conversely, martyrdom is a profound 
expression of faith, trust, and hope in 
God. Nevertheless, our compassionate God fully 
knows the intensity of suffering that triggers suicide and “can provide the 
opportunity for salutary repentance” (CCC 2283).

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM Pope Francis
Remember that story about the poor widow lady…Her 
husband had committed suicide; he jumped from the bridge 
into the river. And she wept. She said, “I am a sinner, a poor 
woman. But my poor husband! He is in hell.”…And the Curé 
of Ars said, “But wait a moment, ma’am, because between 
the bridge and the river, there is the mercy of God.”

HOMILY, MARCH 18, 2019

Calendar
Monday

SEPTEMBER 6
Weekday

Col 1:24—2:3
Lk 6:6–11

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 7

Weekday
Col 2:6–15
Lk 6:12–19

Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 8

The Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

Mi 5:1–4a or  
Rom 8:28–30

Mt 1:1–16, 18–23, or 
1:18–23

Thursday
SEPTEMBER 9

St. Peter Claver, 
Priest

Col 3:12–17
Lk 6:27–38

Friday
SEPTEMBER 10

Weekday
1 Tm 1:1–2, 12–14

Lk 6:39–42

Saturday
SEPTEMBER 11

Weekday
1 Tm 1:15–17
Lk 6:43–49

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 12
Twenty-fourth 

Sunday in  
Ordinary Time

Is 50:4c–9a
Jas 2:14–18
Mk 8:27–35

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Those who take their 
own lives to end 

personal suffering 
or despair make a 

decision that belongs 
to God alone
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