
Welcome to Saint Mary Church

Join us on a Historical and Biblical 
Tour of the Art of St Mary

See how Jesus Christ can become your personal saviour through Mary



Welcome to St. Mary Catholic Church in Edgerton Ohio
We hope you will take some time to walk through the church and view the wonderful art 
that our forefathers left us. If you look at the windows and paintings and read the
 information that is presented your spiritual journey will be the highlight of your week. 
Thank you for stopping, come back and see us again.

Our Heritage
 Through the grace of God and the fortitude of our forefathers St Mary Catholic Church has been 
serving the needs of the Edgerton Ohio area for 150 years. Keep us in your prayers that we may continue to 
serve the needs of the Catholic Christians in the area and be an example to all people we come in contact 
with.

The Diocesan History of St Mary Parish Edgerton OH begins with the establishment of the Bardstown, KY  
Diocese in 1808.  ( Only the Archdiocese of Baltimore (1789) and the Archdiocese of New Orleans (1793) 
were established earlier. )

The Diocese of Bardstown was founded as the first inland diocese in the United States on April 8, 1808.
Benedict Joseph Flaget came to Bardstown in 1811 and was the “First Bishop of the West,” he came to 
shepherd the newly designated Diocese of Bardstown – the first inland diocese in the United States and a 
mega-diocese at that, stretching from the Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast, the Allegheny Mountains to the 
Mississippi River. From this “mega-diocese” there would eventually be carved more than forty new dioceses 
in 10 states, including Cincinnati, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Chicago, and Detroit.

At the time of the organization of St. Mary’s Parish, the reigning Pontiff was Pope Pius IX. The Bishop of the 
Cleveland diocese, to which this area belonged, was Bishop Amadeus Rappe. The Diocese of Cleveland was 
created on April 23, 1847 for 10,000 Catholics. The territory of the Diocese would fluctuate with the creation 
of the Diocese of Toledo 1910.

The President of the United States was Andrew Johnson. The Governor of Ohio was Birchard Hayes. Catholic 
history in this community began in an early day when the people traveled to Defiance, or other distant points 
to attend Holy Mass and to receive the Sacraments whenever health, paths and weather conditions permit-
ted. It was a wearisome journey for both men and beasts, this trek through the wilderness. About 1855, these 
scattered but faithful and energetic Catholics, who included some of the long departed relatives of present 
day St. Mary’s parishioners, with their bishop’s permission, and the love of God in their hearts, went to work 
to build a church on a corner of the Adam Hilbert farm, now owned by Elmer Hahn, about 4½ miles south-
east of Edgerton. Adam Hilbert was great grandfather of Mabel Thiel and Florence Jerger. In 1864 the New 
York Central Railroad was built as far west as Edgerton. New settlers arrived, families grew, and there arose a 
need for a larger church. In 1865 it was decided to build a new church, and this became the start of our pres-
ent parish. For the convenience of all, it was decided to build the church in Edgerton. A lot was purchased 
on the southwest corner of Bement and Locust Streets. Mr. Chilcote, grandfather of the Reverend Harold 
Chilcote, a deceased Edgertonian, bought a saw mill and the first lumber he sawed was the timbers for this 
church. In 1865, the frame church was started, but was not completed until the following year. It was not 
dedicated until June 12, 1881 by Bishop Gilmour. The first pastor in 1865 was Reverend N. Kirch, who was 
sent here from Stryker. The first marriage was of John Thiel and Susan Donners, on July 31, 1865. The first 
baptism was of Madalen Conley Fritch on June 23, 1865. She was the daughter of John and Catherine Fritch 
of Melbern, Ohio. The first funeral in the church was of Mary Knachtly on August 16, 1865. In 1869 a par-
sonage was built west of the church, at a cost of about $1,800. This was used until about 1903 when the pres-



ent parsonage was built and later remodeled. The old parsonage was moved across the street to the northeast 
comer of locust and Bement and is now owned by Mrs. Lawrence Goebel. Owing to insubordination on the 
part of a number of parishioners, the church was closed in 1878 for nearly two months. Since that time peace 
and harmony have prevailed m the parish. For many years the pastor of St. Mary’s church served St. Joseph 
church at Blakeslee as a mission. In 1893, during the pastorate of Father Pfyl, the church was enlarged, entire-
ly remodeled and made quite attractive in appearance at a cost of $1,600. On October 28 of the same year it 
was rededicated by Bishop Horstmann. 

Established on April 15, 1910 by Pope Pius X, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Toledo encompasses 8,222 
square miles in a mixture of urban and rural areas that spans 19 counties in Northwest Ohio. The diocese 
includes Allen, Crawford, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Hancock, Henry, Huron, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, 
Richland, Sandusky, Seneca, Van Wert, Williams, Wood, and Wyandot counties.

The fund gathering for the new St. Mary’s church began about thirty years before it was dedicated. However, 
the plans were started during the pastorate of the Rev. Carl F. Reineck. The Rev. Joseph I. Williams was ap-
pointed pastor on January 3, 1934. His mission, besides the spiritual need of the people was to build a church. 
For a long time, the need for a larger church had been pressing. Therefore, in October, 1938, Mr. Wm. R. Per-
ry, R. A, of Pittsburgh, Pa., was engaged as architect for the new church. At this time there were 148 Catholic 
families with 600 souls in the parish. In December 1938, ground was broken for the beautiful new church 
located on South Michigan Avenue. Before construction could begin, three homes had to be moved. A wing 
of one of the homes was retained and moved west of the school house to serve as a class room for a few years. 
The ground-breaking took place on December 19, 1938 by B. Franklin Dietsch, donor of equipment and 
labor for most of the excavation. The excavation was completed on January 12, 1939. At this time the garage 
was moved to the rear of the rectory. Frank P. Seltenright of Kendallville, Ind., who supervised construction 
of many churches under the late Leo Herman, a former Edgerton contractor, was hired on February 26, 1939, 
to superintend the construction at a salary of $50 per week. Howard Friedenberger of Butler, Indiana was the 
chief carpenter. Both remained with the work until the time of dedication. The basement was completed July 
22, 1939. The walls are reinforced concrete 26 inches thick, even thicker in places. Into them went 2,200 bar-
rels of Portland cement. The full basement has a nine foot clearance. Godfred Willman promised donation of 
all gravel needed for the concrete. In June 1940, construction of the new church was started. The walls are of 
Plymouth Granite with Indiana limestone trim. Into the walls went 280,000 brick, making the walls 26 inches 
thick. The columns in the nave are monoliths of 28 inch diameter. These and other heavy stone were hauled 
from the railroad siding by Day Brothers as their contribution. In 1941 the English slab tile roof was put on 
by local labor. The copper spire with its bronze cross was also erected in 1941. In April 1942, the beautiful 
rose window was installed. This was a gift of the school children and cost $1,000. The plastering in the church 
was completed by July, 1942, at a cost of $1,312.59. In 1943 the marble for steps, sanctuary, the aisles, etc., 
arrived as well as the three altars. The architect supplied a requisition for oak lumber. A committee of parish-
ioners visited every farm to tally what would be given. Otis Miller, a councilman, bought a sawmill. At one 
time 200 logs were in his mill yard. Those that could not donate the lumber, gave their time to saw the logs 
and to haul them. By March 1939, 40,000 board feet of oak had been donated.

The largest tree contributed was one measuring 12 feet, 2 inches around the stump, standing 60 feet up to the 
first limb. It yielded about 2,000 board feet of lumber. Julius J. Studer was the donor. By September 1939, the 
basement was completed and ready for the cornerstone to be laid at the base of the main arch of the sanc-
utary on the gospel side. On September 24, 1939, The Most Reverend Bishop, Karl J. Alter, D. 0., Bishop of 
Toledo, assisted by Father Harold Chilcote as Deacon, Father Carl F. Reinich as Sub Deacon, and Father Leo 
Griffin as Master of Ceremonies solemnly blessed the altar site, the cornerstone and the foundation. Father 
John Kiebel and Father Frank Schmuck  former pastors were also here. On this occasion the most Reverend 
Bishop noted that the parish was St. Mary’s Church without any special title. Therefore, he placed it under the 
special patronage of the Immaculate Conception. The weather was ideal for the occasion. Nearly 500 persons 



were in attendance which included officials of the city, the local school board, and the high school faculty 
who were given reserved seats directly behind the children who were in procession. The inscription on the 
cornerstone of the new St. Mary’s Church is the following: Domus Dei et Porta Coeli Per Mariam Virginem 
Immaculatam Matrem Dei” “XXIV Sep-tembris MCMXXXIX. Translated means: House of God and Gate 
of Heaven Through Mary the Virgin, the Immaculate Mother of God” September 24, 1939. The cutting of 
the inscription on the cornerstone was a gift of the Fackler Monument Works of Montpelier, Ohio. The 
following document was placed in the cornerstone the day it was dedicated:

Templi
In honorem beatae Mariae Virginis in oppido
Edgerton, Ohio lapis sacer auspicalis magna
sacerdotum et Civium Frequentia.
Jactus Fuit
A reverendissimo Ac illustrissimo domino carolo Josepha Ecclesiae toletanae in America Episcopo
Tertio die XXIV Septembris MCMXXXIX.
Pio Divina providentia papa duodecimo universam Ecclesiam gubernante
Franklino Delano Roosevelt Horum Statuum Foederatorum Praeside
Joanne W. Bricker, Status Ohio Moderatore
Carolo H. Baum, Oppidi Edgerton Praefecto
Josepha I. Williams, Novi Templi Curione Designato Consiliariis: Francisco X. Pahl, et Henrico Keefer, Ote 
Miller, et Bernardo Stark
Architecto: Fulielmo Richardo Perry, R. A,Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Structore Principe: Francisco P. Seltenright, Kendallville, Indiana.

Here followed the names of the donors for the corner-stone and the amounts contributed; the officers of 
the parish societies and their contributions; and the list of the parish with their contributions to the build-
ing fund and gifts of labor, timber etc.

Finally the document was signed by Father John Kiebel and Father Carl F. Reineck, former pastors, and by 
the present pastor Rev. Joseph I. Williams with the date Sept. 24, 1939. 

In English, it reads:

Church

This holy stone in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the city of Edgerton, Ohio in gathering of many 
priests and citizens was placed by the most Rev. Illustrious Karl Joseph Alter third Bishop of Toledo in 
America on the 24th day of September, 1939.

Pius the 12th by divine providence, ruling as Pope of the Universal Church.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President of these United States.

John W. Bricker, Governor of the State of Ohio
Carl H. Baum, Mayor of Edgerton
Joseph I. Williams, Pastor of the church
Councilmen: Frank X. Pahl, Henry Keefer, Otis Miller and Bernard Stark
Architect: Wm. Richard Perry R. A, Pittsburgh, Pa.                                                                      
 Principal Contractor: Frank P. Seltenright, Kendallville, Ind.



In 1944 oak mouldings completed the timbered ceilings. Panels between the rafters in the nave are of Tem-
lock acoustic material. The same material was used in the sacristies. The ceiling of the choir, off the gospel 
side of the sanctuary, has solid oak paneling, but is ornamented with richer design of moulding. All oak 
is finished in natural color. A statue of Immaculate Conception, carved limestone by Frank Aretz of Pitts-
burgh, PA., was placed in the niche in the fascade in April 1944. The statue cost $650 and was donated by 
the Rupert Herman family. Most of the labor and material that went into St. Mary’s came from the material 
and personal resources of Ohio and adjoining Indiana. Most of the laborers collected only part of their 
wages, donating the balance as their contribution. Some even made total donation of their wages. “Charac-
teristic of all donors,” said Father Williams, was a spirit of joy with which they gave, whether money, ma-
terials, labor or prayer.” Thursday, December 21, 1944 marked the dedication of the new St. Mary’s Church 
with ceremonies beginning at 10:00 a.m. The Most Rev. Bishop, Karl J. Alter, D.D., Bishop of Toledo first 
blessed the exterior of the church and then the interior. Bishop Alter consecrated the main altar and Msgr. 
R. C. Goebel, Mansfield, son of the parish, consecrated a side altar dedicating it to the coronation of Our 
Lady in Heaven. The St. Joseph’s altar was not consecrated at this time. Following the altar consecrations, 
Bishop Alter placed the small caskets of relics of the saints in the receptacles prepared for them within the 
altars and sealed them. The blessing of the altars goes back to the days of early Christianity when the Sac-
rifice of the Mass was offered on tombs of martyrs used as altars. In the blessing of altars Gregorian Holy 
Water is used. It is water mixed with blessed wine, salt and palm ashes. For the first time in many months, 
the bell at St. Mary’s Church was heard in Edgerton. This bell, which weighs 1200 pounds, was made in 
Baltimore in 1880. On it is inscribed the words “Glory to God in the Highest”. It was taken down from the 
old belfry in the summer of 1940, cleaned, touched up, and hung in its new location in the west end of 
the new church. Up to this time, a smaller bell, donated by the late George Howard, was placed in the old 
church tower to be used until dedication day.



It was necessary to make temporary arrangements until the time when the stained glass windows, statuary, 
stations, wainscoting, paneling, and other materials could be purchased. Until that time, the new church 
could not be called completed. A Christmas Midnight Mass was celebrated in the new church for the first 
time and was attended by more than 500 people. On January 1, 1946 the total expenditure to date on the 
new church was $108,755. In 1946 the stained glass window - Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Bernadette 
- was installed in the sanctuary. It was designed by James Hogan and produced by James Powell & Sons of 
Middlesex, England at a cost of $1,451.32. The new pulpit was installed in 1947. It was purchased from the 
Josephium Furniture Company of Columbus at a cost of $650. The Narthex screen and wainscot in the 
nave was furnished by the Western Woodwork Company of Toledo, at a cost of $5,081.29. In 1948 the 
stained glass windows on the side aisles were purchased from James Powell & Son. The south side ones 
depict the Glorious Mysteries and the north side ones depict the Joyful Mysteries. In the fall of 1948 the 
main altar of the old church was sent to the Chapel of St. Gerart at Roanoke, Va. It was installed at a mis-
sion in Salem, Va. On Easter Sunday, April 17, 1949 a new monstrance was used for the first time. In 1950 
the statue of the Blessed Virgin was placed in the niche above the sacristy entrance. Also the Statue of St. 
Joseph was placed in the niche north of the main altar. John H. de Rosen, one of the greatest religious 
artists of the nineteenth century, completed the painting on a triptych in the apse of the new church in 
1952 at a cost of $2,000.00. The theme of the paintings is The Five Mysteries of the Rosary. The large center 
panel, shows the Crucifixion and is flanked by two panels with the four paintings showing The Agony in 
the Garden, The Scourging at the Pillar, the Carrying of the Cross and the Crowning with Thorns. Mr. 
deRosen was assisted by his sister, Miss Sophie deRosen, distinguished sculptor and decorator of religious 
objects. In all of the work he did in St. Mary’s, Mr. deRosen used children of the church as models for some 
of the figures in the paintings. In 1950 he painted the murals of the Blessed Virgin altar and the St. Joseph 
altar, at a cost of $1,000.00 each. St. Mary’s, Edgerton, is one of a few churches in America to have paintings 
made by this creative artist. Among John deRosen’s principal works are murals done in the private chapel 
of Pope Pius XI at the Pontifical summer residence at Castelgondolfo. He was chosen by His Holiness for 
the work and became the first painter to decorate a Pontifical chapel since the frescoes of the Sistine Chapel 
were done by Michelangelo. In 1952 the main altar reredos, which cost $7,553 was erected by Mr. August 
Schmidt of Colone, Germany. He was assisted by Clair Pahl and his men. In September 1953, a beautiful 
new precision-built Wicks Pipe Organ was installed in the choir room. The compact, complete, custom and 
precision built organ has a total of 224 pipes featuring 21 stops and is wired for chimes. Mr. Robert J. 
McLaughlin of Alton, Illinois, a representative of the Wicks Company assembled and installed the organ in 
Edgerton. He had a warm spot in his heart for Edgerton as it was the birthplace of his mother, Beulah 
Bechtel, and his grandmother, Bertha Schnider. During the nearly twenty-three year pastorate of Father 
Williams, besides the erection of the new church building, the school addition was also completed and 
parish member-ship increased from 100 to 200 families. Since progressively failing health finally prevented 
Father Williams from caring for the parish alone, Rev. Joseph I. Schill was appointed Assistant Pastor on 
November 20, 1953. In 1954 Fr. Williams requested the Bishop for permission to resign as Pastor, when his 
health made it impossible to continue. On November 19, 1954 he moved to Toledo, with his sister, Mary 
Williams, who had been his house-keeper, and resided there until his death on October 4, 1967. Fr. John 
Flynn, Pastor of Antwerp - St. Mary’s and Hicksville - St. Michael’s Churches, was appointed to succeed Fr. 
Williams as Pastor in Edgerton. At the same time, Father Schill was appointed to Antwerp and Hicksville 
as Pastor. In 1955 the most Rev. Bishop gave the old church building to the Knights of Columbus. A lot was 
donated by Guy Cape and the building was moved. A new Sisters’ convent was started in June 1956. A lot 
was purchased south of the parsonage on Locust Street from Norman Olds at a cost of $1400. The convent 
was completed in time for the Sisters to move in during the Christmas holidays. The cost of the convent 
was $27,000. On August 15, 1956, Father Flynn celebrated his silver jubilee in the priesthood. The Stations 
of the Cross, now in use, were donated by Mrs. M. B. Chronster of Toledo. They were friends of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Anderson, Superintendent of Edgerton Public Schools. These replaced the ones from the old 
church that were still in use in the new church. Two new confessionals were installed in the church in 



December 1959 at a cost of $1200. The drapes cost $92.60. They were purchased from Sauders at Archbold. 
Inasmuch as it was the wish of Father Flynn for the children to have a warm meal, he had the church 
basement equipped for a cafeteria in the fall of 1960. Pews from the old church were used in the present 
church until about 1962 when they were replaced with new oak plank pews. On June 14, 1963, Father D. 
David Moore, pastor of St. Michael’s Ridge was appointed pastor of Edgerton St. Mary’s. Father Flynn was 
assigned to St. Mary’s at Defiance. In October of 1963 the new acoustic ceiling was put in the church 
basement by Thiel Construction Company. The basement was painted by the local men. In December of 
1963 and January of 1964 the dividing walls in the basement were installed, along with the rest-rooms. 
Also, new kitchen equipment was installed by Hillmans of Ft. Wayne. This gave us a wonderful place to 
serve banquets. Also early in 1964, the new communion railing arrived and was installed. In June 1964, the 
vestment case was moved from the north transept to the rear sacristy. New ceramic flooring was installed 
in both transept and the rear sacristy. New pews were installed in both transepts. In November, a new 
balcony and stairs were constructed. The organ and choir facilities were installed there. The large stained 
glass window was installed in early 1965. It contains six panels depicting the six apparitions of the Blessed 
Mother. Early in 1965 the entrance doors were installed and the remainder of the woodwork was finished. 
Steps were constructed in the back of the church to the basement. Irene Gerdeman began laundering the 
altar linens in 1964 when she was housekeeper for Father Moore and has continued to the present time. In 
1969 lay people began to become more involved in various ministries formerly reserved to the clergy. For 
the first time Lay Eucharistic Ministers were appointed to assist in distributing communion and taking 
communion to the sick and shut ins. Also lay people began to function as lectors, reading the scriptures at 
Mass and other services. In 1972 Louis Lentz gave 48 hammered old gold chandeliers and light fixtures. 
The traditional gothic chandeliers hang from the ceiling on 10 foot gold chains. They were purchased from 
the N. L. Corporation of Cleveland and installed by Vernon Kimpel of the Edgerton Hardware Company. 
In 1975 a ramp was built at the northwest entrance of the Church for the benefit of the handicapped. In 
1976 because of failing health, Father Moore retired and remained in Edgerton. The Bishop appointed 
Father Jerome Niedermier as pastor and he remained here until June 1980 when Father Thomas Anken-
brandt became pastor of St. Mary’s. Fr. Moore passed away August 26, 1983. He is buried in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. In 1980 Bingo was initiated. The proceeds are divided equally between the parish and the 
school. The Rosary Altar Society provides the lunch each week. In October 1980 three oak chairs for the 
sanctuary were purchased from Sauders at Archbold at a cost of $207. In 1981 the communion railing was 
removed but is still stored in the church basement. In July 1984 two more oak chairs were purchased from 
Sauders at a cost of $150. Parishioner generosity to the parish also is reflected in two large restricted en-
dowments. When Louis Lentz died in 1984 he left his entire estate of $246,000 in a restricted trust fund 
with the stipulation that one-half of the interest income would go to the church and the other half would 
go to the school. When Esther Chapman died in 1987 she left $200,000 with the stipulation that the money 
be used for repairs or improvements to the church building only. She also left $115,000 for the Diocesan 
Priests’ Education Fund. In May 1987 a lectern was purchased from Sauders at a cost of $855. In 1989 
outdoor lighting was installed by Ellis Electric at a cost of $1,115.41. In 1964 after Vatican Council II, when 
priests began celebrating Mass facing the people, a temporary wooden altar was installed. In 1989 the 
sanctuary floor was reinforced and a new ceiling was installed in the church kitchen at a cost of $7,893. 
This work was done by Vernon Stark Construction. In January 1990 the facing of the original altar was 
divided in half, providing marble for the front and back of the smaller altar which now stand in the center 
of the sanctuary. New marble to face the reredos and for the steps was secured from Italy. Lee A. Short of 
Archbold was architect and Toledo Stone Company of Toledo was the contractor. Total cost of moving the 
altar was $27,195.65. A new bronze tabernacle was installed at a cost of $5440. In June 1990 the Bishop 
appointed Father Ankenbrandt to St. Joseph’s Church at Monroeville, Ohio and Father Robert Tucceri to 
pastor of St. Mary’s. Due to the shortage of priests at the present time, Father Tucceri also remains pastor of 
St. Michael’s at Hicksville. In addition, Father provides Sacramental Ministry to a small community of 
Ukrainian Oriental Rite Catholics in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. This will be the first time we have shared a priest 



with another parish since 1865.

 John H. deRosen, famed painter for the Pope, painted the triptych and side alter paintings 1950 - 
1952. A school addition was also completed and the parish census was up to 200 families. In 1955 the old 
church was donated to the K of C’s and moved to a lot donated by Guy Cape. The sister’s convent was built 
in 1956 at a cost of $27,000.00. In 1962 the pews in church were replaced with new ones. In 1965 the large 
stained glass window in the choir was installed. A ramp was built on the north side of the church in 1975, 
and the communion rail was removed in 1981. In 1984 the Lentz Estate came to the parish, and in 1987 
the Chapman estate was willed. In 1989 the altar was recut and moved forward in the church and a new 
Bronze tabernacle was installed.

 Upon retirement of Fr. D. David Moore in 1976, Fr, Niedermier became pastor until 1980 when Fr. 
Tom Ankenbrandt came as pastor for 10 years. In 1990 Fr. Robert Tucceri became pastor while still re-
maining pastor St. Michael’s, Hicksville. This is the first time the parish had to share a priest since 1865.

 In 1994 - 1995 St Mary Church underwent a renovation. The basement rough ceiling was finished 
and painted, the floor was refinished and a new organ was installed in the church. Fr. Tom Oedy moved 
from Defiance to become pastor in 1996. In 1997 the parish raised $330,000 for an addition to the school 
under Sr. Rozanne Swope’s able leadership. This included a large classroom, new rest rooms, a computer 
lab, and an unfinished basement.

 The Church stained glass windows were repaired in 1998 by Hauser Company at a cost of $24,500. 
Air Conditioning was installed in the church and basement in 2001 by Fitzenrider of Defiance at a cost of 
approximately $92,500. New handicap accessible rest rooms were installed in the basement by Thiel Con-
struction Co. in 2002. In 2002 the Diocese of Toledo conducted a major capitol campaign involving all the 
parishes, with 60 million as goal. St Mary surpassed their goal of $224,000 tallying a total of $238,516. Half 
of the goal comes back to our parish and 75% of what is over the goal. In 2003 Thiel Construction closed 
off the north side basement windows, and installed new ones on the south side. 

 For almost a year in 2001 -2002 St Mary invited St Michael’s parishioners to have their services here 
while their own church was undergoing major renovation. The two parishes got to know each other better 
and worked together more , which is a good omen for when there will be three parishes together in a few 
years, and parishioners of all three will have to do some more things together.

 In 1999 the Parish Council conducted a survey of parishioners to determine what priorities existed. 
All 5 of the major priorities have been completed.

Edgerton Gives -A New Church Rises
This is the Headline of a newspaper article I found but unfortunately the date is not to be found on the 
copy I have. I am including it as it was written in what I assume was the Catholic Chronical, the Diocesan 
Newspaper.

EDGERTON--Bishop Alter dedicated new St. Mary’s Church here last week Thursday--claimant to title as 
one of the most beautiful of the smaller homes of God in the diocese.

Especially will St. Mary’s Church stand as the labor of love of this community, fruition of a dream that 
espoused it 30 years ago.



To the pastor, the Rev. Joseph I. Williams, its history is woven out of the spirit that inspired the cathedral 
builders of the Middle Ages when their contributions were of the best of their private material resources 
and of their most painstaking artisanship.

The sweat and the skill of the neighboring area were were the investment of the people among whom St. 
Mary’s Church will stand through their lives and of the lives they beget.

NON-CATHOLIC residents of Edgerton and vicinity joined the parishioners in building a temple of God 
made from the architecture of their hearts attuned to the mastership of William Richard Perry, Pittsburgh, 
who designed the cathedral church of the diocese.

There was a midnight Mass in the new church Christmas. More than 500 persons offered their particular 
thanks to the infant.

St. Mary’s placed under the special patronage of the Immaculate Conception by Bishop Alter when he set 
the cornerstone on September 28, 1939, is English Norman Gothic in style.

Most of the labor and materials that went into St. Mary’s came from the material and personal resources of 
Ohio and adjoining Indiana.

MUCH GRAVEL was donated for the concrete work. All oak in the roof and in the mouldings that adorn 
the timbered ceilings came from the farms of parishioners.

Many of the laborers collected only of their wages, donating the balance as their contribution. Some even 
made total donation of their wages.

“Characteristic of all the donors,” said Father Williams, “was a spirit of joy with which they gave--whether 
money, materials, labor or prayer.”

The fund gathering began 30 years ago. The plans were started during the pastorate of the Rev. Carl F. Rei-
neck, now of Delphos.

decisions were reached in 1938. Ground was broken December 19, 1938, by B. Franklin Dietsch donor of 
equipment and labor for most of the excavation. Others quickly followed.

THE BASEMENT was completed July 22, 1939. The walls are of reinforced concrete 26 inches thick, even 
thicker in places. Into them went 2,200 barrels of Portland cement. The full basement has a nine foot clear-
ance.

The cutting of the inscription on the cornerstone was the gift of the Fackler Monument Works of Montpel-
ier, OH.

Frank P. Settenright of Kendalville, Ind. who supervised construction of many churches under the late Leo 
Herman, former Edgerton contractor, was hired to superintend the construction at a fixed salary. Howard 
Freidenberger of Butler, Ind., was chief carpenter. Both remained with the work to the time of dedication.

The architect supplied a requisition for oak lumber. A committee of parishioners visited every farm to tally 
what would be given. Otis Miller, a councilman, bought a saw mill. At one time 200 logs were in his mill 
yard. Others gave their time for the work of sawing the logs. The trees had been cut and hauled by other 



committee workers who, being tenants, could not donate timber.

LARGEST TREE contributed was one measuring 12 feet 2 inches around the stump, standing 60 feet up to 
its first limb. It yielded about 2,000 board feet of lumber. Julius J. Studer was the donor.

On June 3, 1940, the superstructure work started.

The walls are of Plymouth granite with Indiana limestone trim. Into the walls went 280,000 brick making 
the walls 26 inches thick.

The cut stone was supplied by the Indian Hill Stone Co., with quarry and shop at Bloomington, Ind.

The columns in the nave are monoliths of 28-inch diameter. These and other heavy stone were hauled from 
railroad siding by Day Brothers as their contribution.

In 1941 the English slab tile roof, furnished by The Ludovici Tile Co. of New Lexington, O., was put on by 
local labor. Joseph Lige of Auburn, Ind., installed the steam heating system with copper connector-type 
radiators. The copper spire with its bronze cross was erected in 1941.

In 1944 oak mouldings completed the timbered ceilings. Panels between the rafters in the nave are of Tem-
lock acoustic material. The same material was used in the sacristies.

THE CEILING of the choir, off the gospel side of the sanctuary, has solid oak panels. 

The sanctuary ceiling with canopy over the main altar also is of solid oak paneling, but ornamented with 
richer design of moulding. All oak is finished in natural color.

The oak wainscott, interior doors, carved oak reredos for the altar, and self-closers for the exterior doors 
are yet to be added, after the war.

At last week’s dedication, Bishop Alter consecrated the main altar, and Msgr. R. C. Goebel, Mansfield, a son 
of the parish, consecrated a side altar, dedicated to the coronation of Our Lady in heaven.

About 60 members of the clegy of the diocese and 80 nuns of several religious communities attended the 
dedication.

Father Reineck, former pastor,; the Rev. H. P. Chilcote, Fremont, and the Rev. Vincent Herman, Toledo, 
both sons of the parish assisted in the ceremonies. The choir of Our Lady of Carey Seminary, directed by 
the Rev. Cornelius Herinhaus, sang.

THROUGHOUT the ceremony the congregation was kept informed of the significance of the liturgy in the 
communication of the divine truths.

They heard the commentator say: “All God’s creatures should worship Him, with all the faculties they 
possess. Pure spirits, such as angels, can worship God by the exercise of their twin faculties of intellect and 
will. Angels have no other means of worship. But man, made a little lower than the angels, has besides an 
intellect and will, the powers of human body. Not one of these powers or faculties of man should refuse its 
tribute of adoration and service to its Maker.”
In these words, revealing the teaching of God’s Church, parishioners received such a compensation for 



what they had wrought as could be transferred to him by no other means.

IN THE SAME VEIN:

“In the Holy Scripture, we read the beautiful Canticle of the three Children, wherein they call upon all cre-
ation to bless the Lord. It is a litany of blessings.

“All the works of the Lord are called upon to bless Him. The sun and moon and stars, the rain and dew, the 
ice and snow, the hills and mountains, the springs and deep waters, every blade of grass and all the fruits of 
the earth alike, all are called upon to bless the Lord.

“In different phrase but with common intent, the Psalmist invites all creation to acknowledgement, the 
praise and the service of God. Surely then, every faculty of man whether physical, mental or spiritual, 
should dedicate itself in public worship to the to the praise and adoration of its Maker. In so doing it exalts, 
purifies and sanctifies itself.”

AMEN



Pastors of St Mary

 1. Rev. Nicholas Kirch .......................................... 1865 - 1867
 2. Rev. Peter Becker ...............................................1867 - 1869
 3. Rev. J. Eyler ........................................................ 1869 - 1870
 4. Rev. C. Braschler ............................................... 1870 - 1873
 5. Rev. J. G. Vogt .................................................... 1873 - 1875
 6. Rev. G. Peter ...................................................... 1875 - 1879
 7. Rev. A. Mertes ................................................... 1879 - 1883
 8. Rev. J. H. Kleekamp .......................................... 1883 - 1887
 9. Rev. T. S. Major ................................................. 1887 - 1892
10. Rev. F. J. Pfyl ..................................................... 1892 - 1897
11. Rev. A. B. Stuber .............................................. 1897 - 1898
12. Rev. F. J. Pfyl ..................................................... 1898 - 1899
13. Rev. P. A. Schritz .............................................. 1899 - 1902
14. Rev. George A. Branigan (Pro-Tem).............. 1902 - 1902
15. Rev. John B. Kiebel .......................................... 1902 - 1912
16. Rev. James S. Elder .......................................... 1912 - 1915
17. Rev. Henry Bushkuhl ...................................... 1915 - 1915
18. Rev. F. C. Schmuck .......................................... 1915 - 1916
19. Rev. M. Arnoldi ............................................... 1916 - 1917
20. Rev. John A. Christ .......................................... 1917 - 1918
21. Rev. C. A. Buettel ............................................. 1918 - 1925
22. Rev. M. B. Koester ........................................... 1925 - 1925
23. Rev. Charles B. Condon .................................. 1925 - 1926
24. Rev. Carl F. Reinick ......................................... 1926 - 1935
25. Rev. Joseph I. Williams ................................... 1935 - 1954
26. Rev. Joseph Schill ............................................. 1953 - 1954
27. Rev. John H. Flynn ........................................... 1954 - 1963
28. Rev. D. David Moore ....................................... 1963 - 1976
29. Rev. Jerome Niedermeier ................................ 1976 - 1980
30. Rev. Thomas Ankenbrandt ............................. 1980 - 1990
31. Rev. Robert A. Tucceri .....................................1990 - 1996
32. Rev. Thomas Oedy ............................................1996 - 2005 
33. Rev. Stephen Schroeder ................................... 2005 - 2011
34. Rev. Arthur J. Niewiadomski .......................... 2011 - 2012
35. Rev. David Cirata ............................................. 2012 - 2015
36. Rev. Daniel Borgelt .......................................... 2015 - 

Information taken from the ‘125th Anniversary Directory’ (1865 - 1990)
Pastors till 2017 added to list.



Entering Religious Life From St Mary Parish

Taken From the '125th Anniversary Directory'

Priests: 
Rev. A. G. Herman, son of Mr. & Mrs. George Herman, Ordained at Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austria
Rt. Rev. Rupert Goebel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Goebel, Ordained June 10, 1911; Domestic Prelate Septem-
ber 28, 1938; Died May 14, 1955.
Rev. Harold Chilcote, son of Mr. & Mrs. William Chilcote; Ordained September 5, 1921; Died October 3, 
1961
Rev. Maurice Herman, son of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman; Ordained May 26, 1934; died in 1981
Rev. Vincent Herman; son of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman; Ordained in 1941, Died June 29, 1949.
Rev. Cletus Herman, son of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman; Ordained in 1946; Died December 13, 1990.

Deacons:
Roy Sanders - Ordained by Bishop James Hoffman May 17, 1987
Vernon (Pretz) Stark -  Ordained by Bishop James Hoffman May 17, 1987

Nuns:
Sister Marie Antoinette, Mamietta, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sacher, Sr.
Sister Mary Maurice, Mildred, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman
Sister Mary Anacletus, Dorothy, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman.
Sister Mary Herman, Ursula, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman.
Sister Mary Jane deChantal, Ruth, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herman.
Sister Assumption, Lavina, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Gus Kinn.
Sister Alice Herman, Alice, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George X. Herman
Sister Maria Ancilla, Laura, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pahl.
Sister Mary Annunciata, Margaret, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pahl.
Sister Mary Chrysotom, Marcella, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George X. Herman
Sister Sebastia, Ardis, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Imm.
Sister Mary Bertha, Devota, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Crinus Goebel.
Sister Leo Catherine, Alice Jane, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Leo Dietsch.
Sister Marie, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Herman.
Sister Marcella, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Herman.
Sister Carol, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Herman.





-An Overview -
Before You Begin

Side Stained Glass Windows
As you enter the church, the top portion of the stained glass windows on the north side 
depict the first four Joyful Mysteries of the rosary; on the south side, the Glorious Mysteries; 
under each depiction are smaller stained glass windows reflecting related images most often 
from the Old Testament. The fifth Mystery of the rosary on each side are the paintings above 
the side altars. The sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary are paintings above the main alter. 
These are explained on page 26.



 Starting down the north side, right hand side facing the alter, the stained glass windows are 
four of the Joyful Mysteries of the rosary with the painting over the altar being the fifth mystery.

The first Joyful Mystery - The Annunciation

Annunciation of Mary -
Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and asked her to be the Mother of 
Jesus.
Mary answered, “...Let it be done to me according to your word.”
(LK. 1:26:38)

At the Bottom of the window the Old Testament Images: 
On the Left: Angel Raphael appeared to Tobias and guides him to the 
city of Rages (Tobit 4, 5, 6)

On the Right: the Angel appearing to Moses in the fiery bush on 
Mount Horeb. (EX. 3:1-7)

The second Joyful Mystery - The Visitation

The Visitation
Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she could into the 
hill country to a town in Judah.

 She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.

 Now it happened that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit.
(Luke 1:39-80)

At the Bottom of the window the Old Testament Images: 
From the book of Revelation



 Starting down the north side, right hand side facing the alter, the stained glass windows are 
four of the Joyful Mysteries of the rosary with the painting over the altar being the fifth mystery.

The third Joyful Mystery - The Nativity

The birth of Jesus and the adoration of the shepherds
6 Now it happened that, while they were there, the time came for her 
to have her child, 7 and she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because 
there was no room for them in the living-space.
8 In the countryside close by there were shepherds out in the fields 
keeping guard over their sheep during the watches of the night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord stood over them and the glory of the Lord shone 
round them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel said, ‘Do not be 
afraid. Look, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. (LK. 2:6-11)

At the Bottom of the window the Old Testament Images: 
On the Left: Zachary, the father of John the Baptist, offering incense 
at the altar. (LK. 2:22-36)

On the Right:  Moses in the basket being saved from the water.
 (EX. 2:1-10)

The fourth Joyful Mystery - The Presentation

the Presentation
Presentation of Jesus by Mary & Joseph at the Temple. It is a sign 
that they obeyed the Jewish Law and offered 2 turtle doves - offering 
of the poor. Simeon prophesied the Passion and Mary’s part in it.
(LK. 2:22-35)

At the Bottom of the window the Old Testament Images: 
On the left - Anna and Joachim, dedicating Mary to the Lord.

On the right - Hannah presenting Samuel in the Temple.
(1 Sam. 1:19-28)



 Starting down the north side, right hand side facing the alter, the stained glass windows are 
four of the Joyful Mysteries of the rosary with the painting over the altar being the fifth mystery.

The Fifth Joyful Mystery - The Finding of Jesus in the Temple

Finding of Jesus in the Temple

When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done 
this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not under-
stand what he said to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; 
and his mother kept all these things in her heart.”  (Luke 2:41-51)



Infant Jesus of Prague
The Replica Statue at St Mary is on the Right Alter under the painting of ‘Finding The Christ Child In The 
Temple’

This is the story of the Infant of Prague and is almost the same story I was told by a priest at the  Lady of 
Victory church when I visited there in June of 2015. 
A Prayer is at the end of the article for those who would like to 
ask for help.

The Infant of Prague
By Michael K. Jones
From: www.medjugorjeusa.org 
Prague is the capitol city of the Czech Republic, which is at 
the very central of Europe with   Germany, Poland, Russia and 
Austria as its neighbours. The history of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague started in the 17th century when a statue of the Infant 
Jesus was brought into Bohemia (now Czech Republic) and 
eventually was given to the Discalced Carmelites in Prague. 
Since then, the statue has remained in Prague and has drawn 
many devotees worldwide to go and honor the Holy Child. 
Many graces, blessings, favors and miraculous healings have 
been received by many who petitioned before the Infant Jesus.

The exact origin of the Infant Jesus statue was not truly known, 
but historical sources point to a small 28cm high sculpture of 
the Holy Child with a bird in his right hand carved in around the year 1340. Many other Infant Jesus 
sculptures were also carved by famous masters throughout Europe in the Middle Ages. The popularity of 
the Child Jesus grew in the Baroque period in Spain which may have been caused by the visions of 
St. Teresa of Avila. A number of sculptures made in Spain eventually found their way to Prague. These 
sculptures were made of wax, ivory, and bronze and were dressed in garments reflecting the aristocratic 
fashion of that period.

It is unknown to this date which of those early sculptures that got to Prague was the exact origin of the 
Infant Jesus of Prague. It was speculated that it came from a monastery in Bohemia and from there it was 
obtained by Dona Isabella Manrique who gave it as a wedding gift to her daughter Marie Manrique who 
married a noble of the Czech kingdom. Later, the Holy Infant statue was again given to Marie’s daughter 
Polyxena as a wedding gift in 1587. In 1628, Lady Polyxena presented the statue to the Carmelites at the 
Church of the Virgin Mary the Victorious in Mala Strana saying, “I am giving you what I most esteem of 
my possessions. Keep the sculpture in reference and you will be well off ” (*FN1*). This statue then be-
came known as the Infant Jesus of Prague. It stands 47 cm high (includes a 2cm base) and has a long gown 
around the wax body.

Shortly after 1628, the Saxons and the Swedes took turns to invade Prague and the Carmelites had to flee 
and the veneration of the Holy Infant ceased. It was not until 1638 that a young priest named Fr. P. Cyril, a 
Matre Dei, returned to Prague and found the Holy Infant statue buried in the ruins of the Lady of Victory 
church. Fr. Cyril cleaned the statue and placed it in the oratory for worship. While he was praying before 
the Infant Jesus, he heard the Infant Jesus say, “Have pity on Me and I will have pity on you. Give Me My 
hands and I will give you peace. The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you”.



The repairing of the statue’s hand was a miracle since Fr. Cyril and his peers did not have the financial 
resources nor the know-how to repair it. Through prayer, Fr. Cyril asked the Blessed Virgin Mary in several 
occasions to provide the necessary funds for fixing the Infant statue. The Divine Infant spoke to him again, 
“Place Me near the entrance of the sacristy and you will receive aid” Fr. Cyril then did what he was told and 
in a few days time, the statue was fixed by a man who came to the sacristy to offer help.

Since the statue was fixed, a number of miracles had occurred and the word began to spread, resulting in a 
large increase of veneration to the Holy Child. This includes the Czech nobles as well. These early miracles 
were recorded in a book by P. Emerich a St Stephano, published in German in 1736 and in Czech in 1749.
In 1641, an altar was built for the Infant Jesus in the church, and in 1644 a chapel was built, but was not 
completed until 1654. Many nobles of the time had greatly supported the Infant Jesus, among them were 
Lady Polyxena, King Ferdinard (Czech), King Charles Gustav(Sweden), and Bernard Ignatius of the Lords 
of Martinic. It is interesting to note that the crown over the Divine Infant’s head came from Bernard Igna-
tius, who presented the Infant statue with a little gold crown set with precious stones and jewels on January 
14, 1651 during a procession that carried the Infant Jesus statue from the Lady of Victory church to other 
Prague churches. The Infant Jesus was solemnly coronetted on April 4, 1655 by the Archbishop Josef Corta 
acting for Cardinal Harrach III who was sick.

After that period, Prague went through more wars and unrest but the church and the Infant Jesus chap-
el was miraculously protected. In 1776 the altar was rebuilt using marble and two huge sculptures of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph were placed to the left and right sides of the altar. The Holy Infant was 
kept in a glass case standing on a pedestal engraved with crystals, and surrounding the Infant were twenty 
angels in gold.

Since then copies of the Infant Jesus were made and distributed throughout European churches. The Span-
ish colonial efforts later brought the Infant Jesus to the Philippines and to central America. And since then, 
the devotion has kept spreading to all parts of the world.

INFANT OF PRAGUE NOVENA PRAYER:
O Jesus, Who has said, “Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened,” 
through the intercession of Mary, Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, I ask that my prayer be granted.
(Make your request) O Jesus, Who has said, “All that you ask of the Father in My Name, He will grant you,” 
through the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I humbly and urgently ask your Father in your 
name that my prayer will be granted.
(Make your request) O Jesus, Who has said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away but My word shall not pass 
away,” through the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I feel confident that my prayer will be 
granted.
(Make your request)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
Divine Infant Jesus, I know You love me and would never leave me. I thank You for Your close Presence in 
my life.
Miraculous Infant, I believe in Your promise of peace, blessings, and freedom from want. I place every 
need and care in Your hands.
Lord Jesus, may I always trust in Your generous mercy and love. I want to honor and praise You, now and 
forever. Amen



By now you have probably noticed as you are studying and reading about the windows that there are won-
derful hand carved Stations of the Cross between the windows. 

The Stations of the Cross, shown here and now in use, were donated by Mrs. M. B. Chronster of Toledo.  
The Chronster’s were friends of Mr. & Mrs.  Carl Anderson who lived here in Edgerton. Mr Anderson was 
Superintendent of Edgerton Schools for many years.

The hand carved, inlaid wood that make up each station, are the color of the wood used. No stain or color-
ing was used to enhance these beautiful hand carved pieces of art.

These replaced the Stations that were brought over from the old church and still in use here in the new 
church.

Jesus is condemned to death Jesus carries his Cross Jesus faIls the first time Jesus meets his afflicted mother

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to 
carry his Cross

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus Jesus falls the second time Jesus meets the women of 
Jerusalem

Jesus falls a third time Jesus is stripped of his clothes Jesus is nailed to the Cross Jesus dies on the Cross.

The body of Jesus is taken down 
from the Cross

Jesus is Laid in the tomb



Now walk around the pulpit into the transept to your right. The first thing you will probably see is the 
large window that has the ‘Spiritual Works of Mercy’

Mercy as it is here
 contemplated is said to be 
a virtue influencing one’s will 
to have compassion for, and, if 
possible, to alleviate another’s 
misfortune. It is the teaching 
of St. Thomas Aquinas that 
although mercy is as it were 
the spontaneous product of 
charity, yet it is to be reckoned 
a special virtue adequately dis-
tinguishable from this latter. In 
fact the Scholastics in catalogu-
ing it consider it to be refer-
able to the quality of justice 
mainly because, like justice, 
it controls relations between 
distinct persons. It is as they 
say ad alterum. Its motive is 
the misery which one discerns 
in another, particularly in so 
far as this condition is deemed 
to be, in some sense at least, 
involuntary. Obviously the 
necessity which is to be suc-
coured can be either of body or 
soul. Hence it is customary to 
enumerate both corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy.

The spiritual works of mercy 
are:
To instruct the ignorant;
To counsel the doubtful;
To admonish sinners;
To bear wrongs patiently;
To forgive offences willingly;
To comfort the afflicted;
To pray for the living and the 
dead.

Information from: 
 http://www.newadvent.org/



Instruct the Ignorant

Counsel the Doubtful Admonish Sinners Bear Wrongs Patiently

Forgive Offences Willingly Comfort the Afflicted Pray for the Living and the Dead

Spiritual Works of 
Mercy

The spiritual works of mercy are:
 i To instruct the ignorant;
 i To counsel the doubtful;
 i To admonish sinners;
 i To bear wrongs patiently;
 i To forgive offences willingly;
 i To comfort the afflicted;
 i To pray for the living and the  
      dead.



Looking up to the right on the wall you will see an oil painting of ‘the Second Visitation’

There are several mysteries with this 500 year old painting. (The Madonnas With Child painting. Jesus, Mary, 
St. Elizabeth & St John the Baptist) Though many museums have tried to trace its origin, they can only spec-
ulate that it resembles the ‘Madonnas’ of Andrea Del Sarto (1486 -1530) and is possibly a copy by one of his 
students of an original work.

It is not known how this painting ended up in Dayton Ohio, but it hung in Sacred Heart Church in Dayton 
from the early 1900’s until 1958 when it was given to Dorothy Shoup, a well known Organist in the Dayton/
Cincinnati area. It hung in the Shoup home until the Xenia tornado in 1974. At that time it was given to 
Dorothy Shoup’s daughter Mary (Shoup) Spangler in Bryan, Oh. for safe keeping. In 2007 the Spangler family 
donated it to St Mary in Edgerton so that the ’Second Visitation’ could be enjoyed along with the other 
beautiful art here in St Mary.



Moving now out into the Sanctuary you will see three important pieces, two stained glass windows and 5 
paintings by John deRosen in the Triptych that show the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

Please be aware that in St Mary Church the Blessed Sacrament is present in the Tabernacle here in the 
sanctuary. Your decorum should express this.

At the top is the Rose Window, the Blessed Mother holding the child Jesus.

A Gift from the school children of St. Mary - imitate the children of the 
diocese who saved pennies for the Rose Window at the Cathedral.
Installed in April 1942 at a cost of $1000.00



Below the Rose Window is the Triptych which has the Sorrowful Mysteries.

A

CB

E D
A -The First Sorrowful Mystery THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN Jesus comes with his dis-
ciples to Gethsemane: “Stay here, while I go yonder and pray.” Entering the garden with Peter, James, and 
John, Jesus prays, “My soul is sorrowful unto death.” Jesus sees the sins of all mankind, whose guilt He has 
taken upon Himself. He sees the wrath of the Father which His sufferings must appease. So great is his an-
guish that His sweat becomes as drops of blood falling to the ground. An angel appears to Him from heaven 
to strengthen Him. “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet, not My will but Yours be done.” 
Finding the disciples asleep: “Could you not watch one hour with me?” Jesus is betrayed by Judas, cruelly 
bound and led away. Father, by the merits of the agony of Jesus in the Garden, have mercy on us and on the 
whole world. Spiritual Fruit: God’s Will be done

B - The Second Sorrowful Mystery THE SCOURGING AT THE PILLAR Jesus is taken be-
fore the High Priest where He is falsely accused, buffeted and insulted. The Jewish leaders take Jesus before 
Pilate, for only he can impose the death penalty. The robber, Barabbas, is preferred to Jesus. Pilate can “find 
no cause in Him”, yet to appease the Jews, he orders Jesus to be scourged. The scourge is made of leather 
thongs to which are attached small sharp bones. Jesus is bound to a pillar and cruelly scourged until His 
whole body is covered with deep wounds. The Lamb of God offers His suffering for the sins of mankind. 
Jesus suffers so much in His sacred flesh to satisfy, especially, for sins of the flesh. The prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled: “He was wounded for our iniquities, He was bruised for our sins.” Father, by the merits of Jesus in 
this painful scourging, have mercy on us and on the whole world. Spiritual Fruit: Mortification of the senses



C - The Third Sorrowful Mystery THE CROWNING WITH THORNS Pilate asks, “Are You 
a king?” Jesus answers: “I am a King, but My kingdom is not of this world.” In the praetorium, the soldiers 
place an old purple robe on Jesus in mockery of His claim to be a king. They fashion a crown out of thorns, 
and forcefully press it down upon His head. In His bound hands they place a reed, as a sceptre, in mockery of 
His kingship. Kneeling before Him in derision, they spit on Him, and cry out: “Hail, King of the Jews!” Tak-
ing the reed from His hand they strike Him on the head, driving the thorns more deeply into His scalp. Pilate 
brings Jesus before the people, hoping His pitiful sight will soften them: “Behold the man!” Their response: 
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Our Blessed Lord submitted to this terrible humiliation to make reparation 
for our pride. Father, by the merits of this painful humiliation, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
Spiritual Fruit: Reign of Christ in our heart

D - The Fourth Sorrowful Mystery THE CARRYING OF THE CROSS One condemned to 
death by crucifixion is forced to carry the cross to the place of execution. The suffering of Jesus is intense as 
the cross is laid on His bruised and wounded back and shoulders. Weak and exhausted from loss of blood, 
lack of food and rest, Jesus falls three times under the cross. Jesus meets His afflicted Mother causing un-
told anguish in the Hearts of Son and Mother. The countenance of Jesus is disfigured with blood and sweat, 
with dust and spittle. Veronica wipes His face, leaving on her towel the image of His countenance. Fearing 
that Jesus might die on the way, the soldiers force Simon of Cyrene to carry the cross behind Jesus. Jesus 
speaks to weeping women; “Weep not for Me, but for yourselves and your children.” “If anyone is to be My 
disciple, let him take up his cross and follow Me.” Father, by the merits of this painful journey to Calvary, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world. Spiritual Fruit: Patient bearing of trials

E - The Fifth Sorrowful Mystery THE CRUCIFIXION The hands and feet of Jesus are nailed to 
the cross in the presence of His afflicted Mother. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
“This day you will be with Me in paradise.” “Woman, behold your Son. Son, behold your Mother.” “My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” “I thirst.” “It is finished.” “Father, into Your hands I commend 
My spirit.” The side of Jesus is pierced with a lance. His body is taken down and placed in the arms of His 
Mother. Father, by the merits of the crucifixion and death of Jesus, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. Spiritual Fruit: Pardoning of Injuries



The second window in the Sanctuary is to the left as you face the Rose Window. It is Our 
Lady of Lourdes.
This window is the First Stained Glass window installed in the church and probably the most impor-
tant window in St Mary Church and the least viewed. This window is the Apparition of Our Lady to 
Bernadette Soubirous, a 14 year old girl in France. When Our Lady of Lourdes spoke to Bernadette she 
said “I am the Immaculate Conception”. When Bishop Alter blessed the altar and corner stone he gave 
St Mary the designation of the Immaculate Conception. This is the only piece of art in St Mary with 
this direct designation. 

Apparition On 11 February 1858, Bernadette 
Soubirous went with her sisters Toinette and 
Jeanne Abadie to collect some firewood and 
bones in order to buy some bread. After taking 
off her shoes and stockings to wade through 
the water near the Grotto of Massabielle, she 
said she heard the sound of two gusts of wind 
(coups de vent) but the trees and bushes nearby 
did not move. A wild rose in a natural niche 
in the grotto, however, did move. “I came back 
towards the grotto and started taking off my 
stockings. I had hardly taken off the first stock-
ing when I heard a sound like a gust of wind. 
Then I turned my head towards the meadow. 
I saw the trees quite still: I went on taking off 
my stockings. I heard the same sound again. 
As I raised my head to look at the grotto, I 
saw a lady dressed in white, wearing a white 
dress, a blue girdle and a yellow rose on each 
foot, the same color as the chain of her rosary; 
the beads of the rosary were white....From the 
niche, or rather the dark alcove behind it, came 
a dazzling light.” Bernadette tried to make the 
sign of the Cross but she could not, because her 
hands were trembling. The white lady smiled, 
and invited Bernadette to pray the holy rosary 
with her. Bernadette tried to keep this a secret, 
but Toinette told her mother. After parental 
cross-examination, she and her sister received 
corporal punishment for their story. Three days 
later, 14 February, Bernadette returned to the 
Grotto. She had brought holy water as a test 
that the apparition was not of evil provenance: 
“The second time was the following Sunday. 
... Then I started to throw holy water in her 
direction, and at the same time I said that if 
she came from God she was to stay, but if not, 
she must go. She started to smile, and bowed ... 
This was the second time.” Bernadette’s com-
panions are said to have become afraid 
when they saw her in ecstasy. She remained 
ecstatic even as they returned to the village. 



On 18 February, she spoke of being told by the Lady to return to the Grotto over a period of two weeks. 
She quoted the apparition: “ The Lady only spoke to me the third time. ... She told me also that she did 
not promise to make me happy in this world, but in the next.” After that the news spread and her parents 
took interest. Bernadette was ordered by her parents to never go there again. It was a shock when people 
heard her story as it was so unlikely. She went anyway, and on 24 February, Bernadette related that the 
apparition asked for prayer and penitence for the conversion of sinners. Bernadette witnessing the appa-
rition of the Virgin Mary.  The next day, she said the apparition asked her to dig in the ground and drink 
from the spring she found there. This made her dishevelled and some of her supporters were dismayed, 
but this act revealed the stream that soon became a focal point for pilgrimages. Although it was muddy at 
first, the stream became increasingly clean. As word spread, this water was given to medical patients of all 
kinds, and many reports of miraculous cures followed. Seven of these cures were confirmed as lacking any 
medical explanations by Professor Verges in 1860. The first person with a “certified miracle” was a wom-
an whose right hand had been deformed as a consequence of an accident. Several miracles turned out to 
be short-term improvement or even hoaxes, and Church and government officials became increasingly 
concerned. The government fenced off the Grotto and issued stiff penalties for anybody trying to get near 
the off-limits area. In the process, Lourdes became a national issue in France, resulting in the intervention 
of emperor Napoleon III with an order to reopen the grotto on 4 October 1858. The Church had decided 
to stay away from the controversy altogether. Bernadette, knowing the local area well, managed to visit the 
barricaded grotto under cover of darkness. There, on 25 March, she said she was told: “I am the Immacu-
late Conception” (“que soy era immaculada concepciou”). On Easter Sunday, 7 April, her examining doctor 
stated that Bernadette, in ecstasy, was observed to have held her hands over a lit candle without sustaining 
harm. On 16 July, Bernadette went for the last time to the Grotto. I have never seen her so beautiful before, 
she reported. The Church, faced with nationwide questions, decided to institute an investigative commis-
sion on 17 November 1858. On 18 January 1860, the local bishop finally declared that: The Virgin Mary did 
appear indeed to Bernadette Soubirous. These events established the Marian veneration in Lourdes, which 
together with Fátima, is one of the most frequented Marian shrines in the world, and to which between 4 
and 6 million pilgrims travel annually. The crowned image of Our Lady of the Rosary granted a Canonical 
Coronation by Pope Pious XI in 3 July 1876. During that same year, an oversized golden Laurel wreath was 
placed at the base as well as a stellar halo was attached to the head of the image; both no longer present. In 
1863, Joseph-Hugues Fabisch was charged to create a statue of the Virgin according to Bernadette’s de-
scription. The work was placed in the grotto and solemnly dedicated on 4 April 1864 in presence of 20,000 
pilgrims. Bernadette Soubirous was later canonized as a Saint. The veracity of the apparitions of Lourdes 
is not an article of faith for Catholics. Nevertheless, all recent Popes visited the Marian shine. Benedict XV, 
Pious XI, and John XXIII went there as bishops, Pious XII as papal delegate. Working with Le pèlerinage 
de Lourdes he also issued, an encyclical on the hundredth anniversary of the apparitions in 1958. John Paul 
II visited Lourdes three times during his Pontificate, and twice before as a Bishop.



Now we turn to the south transept. Here we see the large window which is the ‘Corporal Works of 
Mercy’. You’ve already read ‘Mercy as it is here contemplated’ when you reviewed the Spiritual Works 
of Mercy so here  we will list the Corporal Works and show the window detail for each.

The corporal works of 
mercy are:

i To feed the hungry;
i To give drink to the thirsty;
i To clothe the naked;
i To harbour the harbourless;
i To visit the sick;
i To ransom the captive;
i To bury the dead.



Feed the Hungry

Give Drink To The Thirsty Clothe The Naked Harbour The Harbourless

Ransom The Captive Bury The Dead

the Corporal Works 
of Mercy



Turning to the small window on the west wall we see ‘The Patrons of Music’. When the church was built 
this area was for the choir and the pipe organ was here. In the 1960’s badly in need of space the Choir Loft 
was added in the back of the church and seating installed here.
the Saints are King David and St. Cecilia.

David was the eighth and young-
est son of Jesse from the kingly 
tribe of Judah. He was also a direct 
descendent of Ruth the Moabite. 
David began his life as a shep-
herd in Bethlehem. One day, the 
prophet Samuel called him out of 
the field and anointed him with-
out the knowledge of the current 
king, Saul. David simply returned 
to his sheep. His first interaction 
with Saul came when the king was 
looking for someone to play music 
for him, and the king’s attendant 
summoned the skilled David to 
play for him. Saul was pleased 
with David and kept him in his 
service as a musician.

St. Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr 

The name of St. Cecilia has 
always been most illustrious in the 
Church, and since the primitive 
ages it has been mentioned in the 
Canon of the Mass (First Eucha-
ristic Prayer). She is honored as 
the patroness of ecclesiastic music.



Now it’s time to go back down into the nave of the church on the south side to view the Glorious Mysteries.
We will view the Glorious Mysteries in reverse, #5 the Coronation, #4 etc.

the Fifth Glorious Mystery: the Coronation
Painting by: John deRosen

Symbols of the Trinity included in the painting,  Hand - God the Father, Jesus - Presenting the Crown on 
Mary, Dove - Representing the Holy Spirit

THE CORONATION

As Mary enters heaven, the entire court of heaven greets with joy this masterpiece of God’s creation.
Mary is crowned by her divine Son as Queen of heaven and earth.
More than we can ever know the Hearts of Jesus and Mary overflow with joy at this reunion.
Only in heaven will we know the great majesty of that coronation, and the joy it gave to the angels and 
saints.
Even the angels, who by nature are greater than humans, hail Mary as their Queen.
Mary shares so fully in the glory of Christ because she shared so fully in His suffering.
Only in heaven will we see how central is the role of Mary in the divine plan of redemption.
Mary pleads our cause as a most powerful Queen and a most merciful and loving Mother.
Spiritual Fruit: Grace of Final Perseverance



The Fourth Glorious Mystery

THE ASSUMPTION

After the apostles have dispersed, the Blessed Mother goes to live with John, the beloved disciple.
Mary lives many years on earth after the death of Christ.
She is a source of comfort, consolation and strength to the apostles.
As she had nourished the infant Jesus, so she nourishes spiritually the infant Church.
Mary dies, not of bodily infirmity, but is wholly overcome in a rapture of divine love.
Her body as well as her soul is taken up into heaven.
After her burial the apostles go to the tomb and find only fragrant lilies.
Jesus does not permit the sinless body of His Mother to decay in the grave.
Corruption of the body is an effect of original sin from which Mary is totally exempted.
The bodies of all mankind, at the last judgment, will be brought back and united again to the soul.
Spiritual Fruit: To Jesus through Mary

Mary’s Assumption into Heaven - assumed body & 
soul - Crown of 12 stars 
(Rev. 12:1)

Apostles go to Mary’s tomb where they find it is 
empty.



The Third Glorious Mystery

THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The apostles are gathered in the upper room where Jesus had held the Last Supper.
They are persevering in prayer with Mary the Mother of Jesus.
A sound comes from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it fills the whole house.
The Holy Spirit descends on each of them in the form of tongues of fire.
Filled with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, they are enlightened and strengthened to spread the gospel.
Having lost all fear of the Jewish leaders, the apostles boldly preach Christ crucified.
The multitudes are confounded because every man hears them speak in his own tongue.
The Holy Spirit comes upon the Infant Church never to leave it.
That first day Peter goes forth to preach and baptises three thousand.
The feast of Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, for on that day it begins to grow.
Spiritual Fruit: Gifts of the Holy Spirit

‘Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles’.
( Acts 2:1-13 )

Old Testament:
Moses Receives the 10 Commandments 
(Ex. 20:1-17)

Elijah offering sacrifice to God & God intervening 
for Elijah against Baal, the pagan god.
(1 Kings 18:1-19)



The Second Glorious Mystery

THE ASCENSION

Jesus remains on earth forty days after His Resurrection to prove He has truly risen from the dead.
He commissions the apostles to preach the gospel to every creature, and promises to be with them forever.
He will not leave them orphans, but will send the Holy Spirit to enlighten and strengthen them.
Jesus proceeds to Mt. Olivet accompanied by His Mother and the apostles and disciples.
Extending His pierced hands over all in a last blessing, He ascends into heaven.
As He ascends a cloud takes Him from their sight.
Jesus ascends to take His place at the right hand of the Father.
What jubilation there must be amid the angels of heaven at the triumphant entry of Jesus.
The wounds in His glorified body are an endless plea before the Father on our behalf.
The disciples leave Mt. Olivet and “return to Jerusalem with great joy.”
Spiritual Fruit: Christian Hope

Old Testament:
Elijah is pictured in flames going to heaven in a 
whirlwind (2 Kings 2:1-12)

Ascension
the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven (Acts 1:1-12)



The First Glorious Mystery

THE RESURRECTION

The body of Jesus is placed in the tomb on the evening of Good Friday.
His soul descends into the realm of the dead to announce to the Just the tidings of their redemption.
Fearing the body of Jesus will be taken, the chief priests place guards at the tomb.
On the third day Jesus rises from the dead, glorious and immortal.
The earth quakes as the angel rolls back the stone, the guards flee in terror.
The holy women coming to anoint the body of Jesus are amazed and frightened to find the tomb open.
An angel calms their fears: “He is not here. He has risen as He said.”
Jesus appears to Mary Magdalen and Peter and two disciples on the way to Emmaus.
That evening He appears to the apostles behind locked doors: “Peace be unto you... do not be afraid.”
Jesus breathes on them and gives them the power to forgive sin.
Spiritual Fruit: Faith

Resurrection of Jesus from the tomb MK. 16:1-14 
And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought 
spices, that they might come and anoint him. And 
very early on the first day of the week, they come 
to the tomb when the sun was risen. And they were 
saying among themselves, Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the tomb? Looking up, 
they see that the stone is rolled back: for it was 
exceeding great. And entering into the tomb, they 
saw a young man sitting on the right side, arrayed 
in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he 
saith unto them, Be not amazed: ye seek Jesus, the 
Nazarene, who hath been crucified: he is risen; he is 
not here: behold, the place where they laid him! But 
go, tell his disciples and Peter, He goeth before you 
into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto 
you. And they went out, and fled from the tomb; for 
trembling and astonishment had come upon them: 
and they said nothing to any one; for they were 
afraid

Old Testament:
On the Right: Johah and the Whale (Jonah 2:1-11)
On the Left: Samson on his way to Gaza, where he 
seized the doors of the city gate, hoisted them on 
his shoulders and carried them to the top of the 
ridge. (Judges 16:1-4)



Walk into the entry hallway past the Confessional and look to the right. There you will find what 
was originally the Baptistery. The Baptismal Font has been moved to the front of the church but the story 
remains here.

Sacrament of Baptism: Baptism is the sacrament that frees man from original sin and from personal 
guilt, that makes him a member of Christ and His Church. It is thus the door to a new and supernatu-
ral life. This sacrament has been undisputed in the Church since the beginning of Christian tradition. 
It has never been rejected by any heresy intending to remain on a Christian basis. Doubts could arise 
only about the ways and means of administering it and on its effects and way of operation. These things 
are therefore in essence what Church documents about baptism deal with. THE CHURCH TEACHES 
Baptism is a true sacrament instituted by Christ. It is administered by washing with natural water and at 
the same time invoking the Most Holy Trinity. Anybody, even an unbeliever or a heretic can validly ad-
minister baptism. Since it confers grace by the signs’ being properly carried out children can and should 
be baptised even while still infants. Baptism is necessary for salvation. Baptism effects the remission of 
original sin and actual sins and of all punishment due to sin; it confers sanctifying grace, membership in 
Christ and in the Church and the obligation to obey the Church’s laws, and give an indelible character. 
information from Catholic On Line Matthew 3:13-17New International Version (NIV) The Baptism of 
Jesus 13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. 14 But John tried to deter 
him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; 
it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.”Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was 
baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him.17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.”



After viewing the Baptistery, you should climb the stairs to the Choir Loft to view the 6 Apparitions of 
Mary.



Our Lady of Banneaux, Feast day: January 15. In 1933 the Blessed Virgin Mary chose one 11 year old child 
in Banneux to be Her instrument. Mariette Beco was born in Banneux on the 25th March, 1921 and was the 
eldest of a family of seven children. Her family who was quite poor. Their home was just over a mile from the 
church, which was in a swampy area. Just on the other side of the road the large pine forests start, which contin-
ue until they reach the Eifel. First apparition - Sunday the 15th of January: There is snow on the ground and 
Mariette Beco is sitting at the kitchen window looking out onto the small garden. It is seven p.m. and she is 
looking for her brother Julien who should have been home a lot earlier. Whilst so doing, she is also looking after 
the baby in its cradle. Theirs is a Catholic family, although they never go to church or pray; in spite of which 
Mariet has religious tendencies. She once found a rosary on her way to Tancremont and always carries it with 
her. While she sat staring into the darkness, she suddenly, saw just a few meters away from her a young lady 
who seemed to be all light and was very beautiful. She called out: “look mother it is Our Blessed Lady, She is 
smiling at me”. Immediately she took out her rosary and started to pray, continuing to stare at the apparition. 
The Lady made it very clear that She wanted Mariet to go to her and Mariet stood up to go outside, but her 
mother who has not seen anything and suspects that it is a witch. Prevents Mariet from opening the door and in 
fact, puts the lock on firmly. Mariet returns to the window, but the Lady has disappeared. Second apparition 
- Wednesday the 18th of January: In the evening Mariette Beco manages to go into the garden. Despite her fears 
of dark she goes outside into the front garden and starts to pray her rosary, kneeling down in the dark. She 
suddenly stretches out her arms and Our Blessed Virgin Mary appears in the distance, looking very small above 
the woods. A few metres away from the Lady, she stands still praying and she sees Our Lady who appears to be 
praying, gently moving Her lips silently. This lasts for about 20 minutes. Then Mary motions her to follow Her. 
Mariette Beco does this and comes out onto the main road. Obeying Our Blessed Virgin, Mariette Beco kneels 
down three times on this road and prays for a few moments. Thus they arrive at a small stream that was run-
ning slowly out of the high road side. Our Blessed Lady stands above the edge of the road and Mariette kneels 
down beside it. Mary said: “Stretch out your hands into the water”. Mariet does this very carefully puts her 
hands into the water, then Our Blessed Lady said; “This stream is especially for me.” She then said farewell to 
Mariette Beco with the following words; “Good night and we’ll meet again”. Whilst She was elevated, Her face 



remained turned toward the child. Third apparition - Thursday the 19th of January: On this day Mariet, with 
her father’s old overcoat over her head to protect her from the severe cold, went outside. She knelt down having 
walked a few paces through the snow, to pray. Her father was with her in the garden. After a couple of minutes, 
she stretched out her hands and cried out; “There She is !!” All remained silent until Mariette Beco said: “ Who 
are you beautiful lady?” Our Blessed Virgin answered her by saying: I AM THE VIRGIN OF THE POOR Our 
Blessed Virgin led her along the same path as the on the previous occasion to the stream. Mariette Beco said; 
“last evening you said; ‘this stream is especially devoted to Me, why devoted to me?” Whilst saying this she 
pointed towards herself. The Blessed Virgin smiled and said: “This steam is for all nations…for the sick!”. 
Mariette Beco repeated these words with a very clear voice and spontaneously, said:” Thank you! Thank You!!” 
Then Mary said: “I shall pray for you, goodbye for now”. Fourth apparition - Friday the 20th of January: Mariet 
is not very well, but this does not prevent her from going outside at 7 p.m. She commences to pray the rosary 
and after a few moments calls out: “there She is” she then says; “beautiful Lady, what are Your wishes?” And 
Our Blessed Virgin answered: “I would like a small chapel built” Mary then spread out Her arms horizontally 
without moving them from Her chest, and with Her right hand She made the sign of the cross by way of a 
blessing over Mariette for this task. Due to sickness and cold Mariette Beco lost consciousness. Her father and 
their neighbour carried Mariette Beco inside where she quickly regained consciousness and went to sleep 
peacefully. From the 21st of January until the 11th of February Mariet continued to pray her rosary in the 
garden each evening, despite the cold. Our Blessed Lady did not appear and Mariette Beco is the only person 
who continues to believe in Our Lady of the Poor who she so much wants to see again. Fifth apparition - Satur-
day the 11th of February: Mariet Beco was on the road with a few other people. It is not until near the end of 
the second rosary that the people see her stand up and kneel down at the familiar place and thus reaching the 
stream. She dipped her hands into the water and made the sign of the cross. Then Our Blessed Lady said: “I 
have come to relief the suffering, I shall see you again soon”. Then Our Lady disappeared as usual above the pine 
trees. Mariet stood up, ran towards the house and wept. She did not understand what the Virgin had told her. “I 
come to relieve suffering.” She did not understand the meaning of the words “to relieve.” Sixth apparition 
- Wednesday the 15th of February: The Blessed Virgin appeared for the sixth time in Banneux. Mariet is de-
lighted and says: “The Chaplain has instructed me to ask You for a sign”. To which Mary answered: “Have Faith 
in Me: I shall believe in you”. She then entrusted Mariette Beco with a secret. Finally She said: “Pray a lot, 
goodbye for now”. After this even the Chaplain has to ‘believe’. The older and more important people become, 
the more difficult it seems to become to simply believe!! FAITH FIRST!!! Seventh apparition - Monday the 20th 
of February: It was bitterly cold; even so Our Blessed Lady appeared at the end of the second rosary. She led 
Mariet to the stream and smiling sweetly, She said to Mariet: “My beloved child pray a lot” Then very seriously, 
She said. “Goodbye for now.” Mariet now has to wait until the second of March before Our Blessed Lady ap-
pears during the third rosary for the eighth and last time. Our Lady is very serious and She says: “I am the 
Mother of The Redeemer - Mother of God”. From the seriousness with which She says this it is certain that this 
is importantly related to FAITH. Is it then so difficult to Believe in the great power of The Mother of God? 
Eighth and last apparition - Thursday the 2nd of March: Ten days later Mariette Beco saw the Blessed Virgin 
Mary for the last time in Banneux. Torrential rain had been pouring down since three p.m. Mariet Beco went 
out, it was 7 pm. She was reciting her third rosary when the rain suddenly stopped. She remained silent, 
stretched out her arms, got up, took a step forward and knelt down. At home, Mariette Beco revealed the 
message entrusted to her by Mary. “I am the Mother of the Saviour, Mother of God, Pray much. Adieu.” Ban-
neux was investigated from 1935 until 1937 by an Episcopal commission, after which the evidence collected was 
submitted to Rome. Meanwhile growing numbers of pilgrims came to the shrine, and in May 1942 Bishop 
Kerkhofs of Liege approved the cult of the Virgin of the Poor. In 1947 the apparitions in Banneux themselves 
received preliminary approval, with this becoming definite in 1949. Like the children at Beauraing, Mariette 
Beco married and had a family, being, like them, content to remain in the background. Mariette Beco lived until 
2 December 2011, dying at the age of 90. Three years earlier, at a ceremony marking the 75th anniversary of the 
visions, she released a statement saying: “I was no more than a postman who delivers the mail. Once this has 
been done, the postman is of no importance any more.”



Our Lady of Fatima: The story begins in the village of Fatima, Portugal, on May 13, 1917. On that fateful 
day near that tiny village, The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, appeared to three young peasant children: 
Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia; ages 10, 9 and 7. As was the custom, these youngsters were tending their family’s 
sheep when “a Lady all in white, more brilliant than the sun… indescribably beautiful,” standing above a bush, 
appeared to the youngsters. From May through October 1917, the Lady appeared and spoke to the children on 
the 13th day of each month. News of these apparitions began to spread throughout the region. The children 
recounted that the Virgin told them that God had sent her with a message for every man, woman, and child 
living in the century. She promised that God had sent her with a message for every man, woman, and child 
living in the century. She promised that God would grant peace to the entire world if Her requests for prayer, 
reparation and consecration were heard and obeyed. While many people believed the children had actually seen 
the Virgin, many others discounted the children’s story, subjecting them to much derision and ridicule. When 
it became known the Lady would visit the children for the last time on October 13, 1917, and had promised a 
sign that would convince the world she had appeared, many pilgrims made plans to attend. Though the region 
had been subjected to three days of torrential downpour, nearly 70,000 people journeyed through the heavy 
rain and mud to the place of the previous apparitions to witness the predicted miracle. Many were scornful, 



unbelievers whose sole intent was to discredit the children’s stories. Suddenly the “clouds separated…and the 
sun appeared between them in the clear blue, like a disk of white fire.” The people could look at the sun without 
blinking and while they gazed upward, the huge ball began to “dance”. The huge fireball whirled rapidly with 
dizzy and sickening speed, flinging out all sorts of brilliant colors that reflected on the faces of the crowds. The 
fiery ball continued to gyrate in this manner three times, then seemed to tremble and shudder, and plunge in a 
mighty zigzag course toward the earth. The crowd was terrified, fearing this was the end of the world. However, 
the sun reversed course and, retracing its zigzagging course, returned to its normal place in the heavens. All of 
this transpired in approximately ten minutes. After realizing they were not doomed, the crowd began ecstatical-
ly laughing, crying, shouting and weeping. Many discovered their previously drenched clothing to be perfectly 
dry. After what has become to be known as “The Miracle of the Sun,” the children were grilled many, many 
times, about what they had seen and been told. Their story never changed. The heart of Our Lady’s message to 
the world is contained in what has become known as the “Secret,” which she confided to the children in July 
1917. The “Secret” actually consists of three parts. The first part of the “Secret” was a frightening vision of hell, 
“where the souls of poor sinners go,” and contained an urgent plea from Our Lady for acts of prayer and sacri-
fice to save souls, with particular emphasis on praying of the rosary and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. The second part of the “Secret” specifically prophesied the outbreak of World War II and contained the 
prediction of the immense damage that Russia would do to humanity by abandoning the Christian faith and 
embracing Communists’ totalitarianism. The third part was not revealed until 2000. Its revelation coincided 
with the beatification of Francisco and Jacinta. It did not contain any striking or cataclysmic prediction, but, 
instead, the vision supported and affirmed the immense suffering endured by witnesses of the faith in the last 
century of the second millennium. Sister Lucia, the surviving member of the Fatima trio, confirmed that in the 
vision “the Bishop clothed in white,” who prays for all the faithful, is the Pope. As he makes his way with great 
difficulty towards the Cross amid the corpses of those who were martyred (bishops, priests, men and women 
religious and many lay people), he too falls to the ground, apparently dead, under a hail of gunfire. It is possible 
that the vision predicted the 1981 attack on Pope John Paul II’s life. The Pope has always credited the Virgin for 
his survival. Or it may be a portrayal of the Church’s continued struggle against secularism and anti-Christian 
movements and a continuing call to prayer, sacrifice and devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.



Our Lady of Knock - Ireland: The Story of Knock began on the 21st August, 1879 when, at approximately 8 
O’ clock in the evening, fifteen people from the village of Knock in Co. Mayo, witnessed an Apparition of Our 
Lady, St. Joseph, St. John the Evangelist, a Lamb and cross on an altar at the gable wall of the Parish Church. The 
witnesses watched the Apparition in the pouring rain for two hours, reciting the Rosary. Although they them-
selves were saturated not a single drop of rain fell on the gable or vision. There were fifteen official witnesses to 
the Apparition, most of whom were from the village of Knock and surrounding areas and ranged in age from 
just 5 years old to 74 years old. Each of the witnesses gave testimonies to a Commission of Enquiry in October 
1879. The findings of the Commission were that the testimonies were both trustworthy and satisfactory. Other 
Apparitions occurred there. The same identical figures were seen each time. Knock became one of the great 
Marian Shrines. By 1954 hundreds of cures happened at this shrine.



Our Lady of Guadalupe:  Guadalupe, Mexico (1531) Patroness of the Americas Feast Day in the USA - De-
cember 12th: The opening of the New World brought with it both fortune-seekers and religious preachers 
desiring to convert the native populations to the Christian faith. One of the converts was a poor Aztec Indian 
named Juan Diego. On one of his trips to the chapel, Juan was walking through the Tepayac hill country in 
central Mexico. Near Tepayac Hill he encountered a beautiful woman surrounded by a ball of light as bright 
as the sun. Speaking in his native tongue, the beautiful lady identified herself: “My dear little son, I love you. I 
desire you to know who I am. I am the ever-virgin Mary, Mother of the true God who gives life and maintains 
its existence. He created all things. He is in all places. He is Lord of Heaven and Earth. I desire a church in this 
place where your people may experience my compassion. All those who sincerely ask my help in their work and 
in their sorrows will know my Mother’s Heart in this place. Here I will see their tears; I will console them and 
they will be at peace. So run now to Tenochtitlan and tell the Bishop all that you have seen and heard.” Juan, age 
57, and who had never been to Tenochtitlan, nonetheless immediately responded to Mary’s request. He went 
to the palace of the Bishop-elect Fray Juan de Zumarraga and requested to meet immediately with the bishop. 
The bishop’s servants, who were suspicious of the rural peasant, kept him waiting for hours. The bishop-elect 
told Juan that he would consider the request of the Lady and told him he could visit him again if he so desired. 
Juan was disappointed by the bishop’s response and felt himself unworthy to persuade someone as important as 
a bishop. He returned to the hill where he had first met Mary and found her there waiting for him. Imploring 
her to send someone else, she responded: “My little son, there are many I could send. But you are the one I have 
chosen.” She then told him to return the next day to the bishop and repeat the request. On Sunday, after again 
waiting for hours, Juan met with the bishop who, on re-hearing his story, asked him to ask the Lady to provide a 
sign as a proof of who she was. Juan dutifully returned to the hill and told Mary, who was again waiting for him 



there, of the bishop’s request. Mary responded: “My little son, am I not your Mother? Do not fear. The Bishop 
shall have his sign. Come back to this place tomorrow. Only peace, my little son.” Unfortunately, Juan was not 
able to return to the hill the next day. His uncle had become mortally ill and Juan stayed with him to care for 
him. After two days, with his uncle near death, Juan left his side to find a priest. Juan had to pass Tepayac Hill to 
get to the priest. As he was passing, he found Mary waiting for him. She spoke: “Do not be distressed, my littlest 
son. Am I not here with you who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Your uncle 
will not die at this time. There is no reason for you to engage a priest, for his health is restored at this moment. 
He is quite well. Go to the top of the hill and cut the flowers that are growing there. Bring them then to me.” 
While it was freezing on the hillside, Juan obeyed Mary’s instructions and went to the top of the hill where he 
found a full bloom of Castilian roses. Removing his tilma, a poncho-like cape made of cactus fibre, he cut the 
roses and carried them back to Mary. She rearranged the roses and told him: “My little son, this is the sign I am 
sending to the Bishop. Tell him that with this sign I request his greatest efforts to complete the church I desire 
in this place. Show these flowers to no one else but the Bishop. You are my trusted ambassador. This time the 
Bishop will believe all you tell him.” At the palace, Juan once again came before the bishop and several of his 
advisors. He told the bishop his story and opened the tilma letting the flowers fall out. But it wasn’t the beautiful 
roses that caused the bishop and his advisors to fall to their knees; for there, on the tilma, was a picture of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary precisely as Juan had described her. The next day, after showing the Tilma at the Cathedral, 
Juan took the bishop to the spot where he first met Mary. He then returned to his village where he met his uncle 
who was completely cured. His uncle told him he had met a young woman, surrounded by a soft light, who 
told him that she had just sent his nephew to Tenochtitlan with a picture of herself. She told his uncle: “Call 
me and call my image Santa Maria de Guadalupe”. It’s believed that the word Guadalupe was actually a Spanish 
mis-translation of the local Aztec dialect. The word that Mary probably used was Coatlallope which means “one 
who treads on snakes”! Within six years of this apparition, six million Aztec’s had converted to Catholicism. The 
tilma shows Mary as the God-bearer - she is pregnant with her Divine Son. Since the time the tilma was first 
impressed with a picture of the Mother of God, it has been subject to a variety of environmental hazards includ-
ing smoke from fires and candles, water from floods and torrential downpours and, in 1921, a bomb which was 
planted by anti-clerical forces on an altar under it. There was also a cast-iron cross next to the tilma and when 
the bomb exploded, the cross was twisted out of shape, the marble altar rail was heavily damaged and the tilma 
was untouched! Indeed, no one was injured in the Church despite the damage that occurred to a large part of 
the altar structure. In 1977, the tilma was examined using infrared photography and digital enhancement tech-
niques. Unlike any painting, the tilma shows no sketching or any sign of outline drawn to permit an artist to 
produce a painting. Further, the very method used to create the image is still unknown. The image is inexplica-
ble in its longevity and method of production. It can be seen today in a large cathedral built to house up to ten 
thousand worshippers. It is, by far, the most popular religious pilgrimage site in the Western Hemisphere.



Our Lady of Miraculous Medal: The Miraculous Medal is the world’s most popular religious medal – used 
by millions of people every year as a prayer tool. Ever since the Virgin Mary revealed the medal’s design and it 
was produced in the 1800s, believers say, people who wear the medal when they pray have experienced miracles 
in their lives. Here’s the story of how Mary and a guardian angel appeared to Saint Catherine Laboure in Paris, 
France in 1830: Laboure said that during the apparitions, Mary detailed exactly how the medal should look, and 
promised that people who use it to pray with trust in God will receive personal graces after doing so. Awakened 
by a Guardian Angel Catherine, a nun with the Sisters of Charity, had prayed to her guardian angel and one of 
her favourite saints (Vincent de Paul) to join her in asking God for a special blessing: a vision of Mary. She was 
about to experience a dramatic answer to her prayers. Around 11:30 p.m. on July 18, 1830, Catherine woke up 
to the sound of her name being called. She looked in the direction of the voice and saw her personal guardian 
angel, who had shown up in the form of a child dressed in white who looked around 5 years of age. Catherine 
reported: “He said, ‘Come to the chapel. The Blessed Virgin is waiting for you.’” So Catherine got dressed and 
followed the angel to her convent’s chapel, which she was surprised to find lit with a brilliant light, even though 
it was usually dark when the nuns were sleeping. The child angel was also lit brilliantly; according to Catherine, 
he was “all radiant with light.” First Apparition: Mary Shares Prophecies and a Mission At midnight, Catherine 
recalled, she found herself face to face with Mary. “I knelt down by the side of the father director’s chair,” she 
said. “The child remained standing. … At last, the moment arrived and the child warned me: ‘Here is the Bless-
ed Virgin – here she is!’. I heard a slight noise like the rustling of a silk dress coming from the side of the sanc-
tuary where the picture of Saint Joseph hung. The Blessed Virgin appeared and sat in the father director’s chair.” 



Catherine hesitated at first, but then: “I looked at her, took a step forward, fell on my knees on the altar steps 
and put my hands on her knees. There I enjoyed the sweetest moment of my life.” Mary talked with Catherine 
for about two hours, Catherine recalled, sharing prophecies about future events in France that she said made 
her son Jesus Christ sorrowful, such as the assassination of the archbishop of Paris (occurred in 1848), and the 
violent revolutions that would dethrone three French leaders – kings Charles X and Louis Philippe and em-
peror Louis Napoleon III – in the next 40 years, during which many churches would be desecrated (which also 
happened). Then Mary told Catherine that God was calling her to accept a special assignment, saying: “I have a 
mission to entrust to you. You will suffer much in its performance, but the thought that it will be for the glory 
of God will enable you to overcome all trials. You will be opposed, but do not be afraid. Grace will be given 
to you.” After giving Catherine some more encouragement but no specific details yet about the mission, Mary 
vanished “like a shadow at the side of the sanctuary from which she came” Catherine later wrote of the appari-
tion. Catherine’s guardian angel simply said, “She has gone” and then vanished as well. Catherine heard a clock 
strike 2 a.m. when she got back into bed, but was so overwhelmed by her experience, that she couldn’t sleep for 
the rest of the night. Second Apparition: Mary Presents the Medal’s Design Several months passed before Mary 
visited Catherine again to give her the details of the mission for which she had asked Catherine to prepare. On 
November 27, 1830, as Catherine and other nuns were praying silently together in the convent’s chapel during 
the evening meditation service, Catherine heard the same sound that she’d heard before of a dress swishing 
around nearby. She looked up and saw Mary standing near an image of Saint Joseph, to whom she had been 
married during her earthly lifetime. Mary, who wore a white gown and veil, was suspended in the air, standing 
on top of a globe. In her hand, she held a smaller globe as she looked upward, as if the globe was a symbol of 
an offering to God in heaven. Then the small globe vanished and Mary raised her hands toward Catherine. As 
she did so, rings appeared on Mary’s fingers with crystal jewels that emitted bright, colorful rays of light on the 
large globe on which Mary was standing. Looking directly at Catherine, Mary spoke to her through telepathy 
(mind to mind), telling Catherine that the globe represented the world, France, and “every individual soul” in 
the world. Mary’s voice then spoke inside Catherine’s mind to tell her that the lights pouring out of the rings 
were “a symbol of the graces I shower on all who ask for them.” The rings that were not emitting light, Mary 
explained, “symbolize the graces that are not given because they are not asked for.” Then the apparition took the 
form of the design Mary wanted to show Catherine for the medal. An oval frame encircled Mary and the globe 
on which she stood. Then a line of words stretched out between Mary’s hands, reading: “Oh Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you.” Mary’s voice telepathically again, saying: “Have a medal 
struck according to this model.” The apparition turned around, and Catherine saw the design Mary present-
ed for the medal’s reverse side: A cross entwined with a letter M, and beneath that, two hearts (one pierced 
with a crown of thorns to represent Jesus Christ on the cross, and another pierced with a sword to represent 
Mary’s sorrow). Encircling the image’s frame were 12 stars (representing Jesus Christ’s 12 disciples). Mary told 
Catherine that people who wore the medal on necklaces when praying “with trust” in God would experience 
God’s “abundant graces” in their lives as a result. After the apparition, Catherine told a priest at confession all 
about what happened and asked for his support to start producing the medals. But the priest wasn’t sure that 
Catherine had actually seen Mary, so he delayed his response while he reflected on the matter. During the next 
month, Mary appeared to Catherine one last time in the chapel. Mary’s apparition came from the altar, and she 
sadly showed Catherine how some of the jeweled rings on her fingers had lost the brilliant light they could have 
because those dull jewels represent “the graces people forget to ask for.” This time Catherine gained the priest’s 
support, and the priest convinced the archbishop to start producing the medals in 1832. The medals quickly 
became popular as people who used them began to report experiencing all sorts of miraculous answers to their 
prayers. The report of an official church inquiry into the apparitions several years later stated: “If the medal 
came into being through lies and trickery, heaven would not allow it to be the source of the graces which have 
been and are being showered on those who have faith in it.”



The Message of Our lady of La Salette: “Our Lady’s Apocalypse” Delivered by Our Lady to MELANIE 
CALVAT and MAXIMIN GIRAUD The message was approved by the Catholic Church and was published in its 
entirety at Lecce, France, on November 15, 1979 with the imprimatur of Bishop Zola. Published by the Shep-
herdess of La Salette with Imprimatur by Mgr. Bishop of Lecce. “Well my children you will pass this on to all of 
my people.” Simple reproduction without commentary or controversy of the original edition of Lecce in 1879. 
APPARITION of the BLESSED VIRGIN on the Mountain of LA SALETTE the 19th of September, 1846 The 
following Secret was given by Our Lady to two children, Mélanie Calvat and Maximin Giraud, on September 
19, 1846, while they were tending cattle on the mountain of La Salette, France. “On the 18th of September 
(1846), the eve of the Holy Apparition of the Holy Virgin, I was alone, as usual, watching over my Master’s 
cows. Around eleven o’clock in the morning, I saw a small boy walking towards me. I was frightened at this, for 
it seemed to me that everyone ought to know that I avoided all kinds of company. This boy came up to me and 
said: “Little girl, I’m coming with you, I’m from Corps too”. At these words, the natural evil in me soon showed 
itself, and taking a few steps back, I told him: “I don’t want anybody around. I want to be alone.” But the boy 
followed me, saying: “Go on, let me stay with you. My Master told me to come and watch over my cows togeth-
er with yours. I’m from Corps.” I walked away from him, gesturing to him that I didn’t want anybody around, 
and when I was some distance away, I sat down on the grass. There, I used to talk with the little flowers of the 
Good Lord. A moment later, I looked behind me, and there I found Maximin sitting close to me. Straightway he 



says to me: “Keep me with you. I’ll be very good.” But the natural evil in me will not hear reason. I jump to my 
feet, and run a little farther off without saying a word and again I start playing with the little flowers of the Good 
Lord. In an instant, Maximin was there again, telling me he would be very good, that he wouldn’t talk, that he 
would get bored all by himself, and that his Master had sent him to be with me, etc. This time, I took pity, I 
gestured to him to sit down, and I kept on playing with the little flowers of the Good Lord. It wasn’t long before 
Maximin broke the silence by bursting into laughter (I think he was making fun of me). I look at him and he 
says to me: “Let’s have some fun, let’s make up a game”. I said nothing in reply, for I was so ignorant I didn’t 
understand what games with other people were, always having been alone. I played with the flowers, on my 
own, and Maximin came right up close to me, doing nothing but laughing, telling me the flowers didn’t have 
ears to listen to me and that we should play together instead. But I had no liking for the game he told me to play. 
I started talking to him, however, and he told me that the ten days he was to spend with his Master would soon 
be over and then he would go home to his father in Corps etc... While he was talking, I heard the bell of La 
Salette, it was the Angelus. I gestured to Maximin to lift his soul up to God. He took off his hat and was silent for 
a moment. Then I said: “Do you want to have dinner?” “Yes, he replied, let’s eat.” We sat down and I brought out 
of my bag the provisions my Master had given me. As was my habit, before breaking into my little round loaf, I 
made a cross with the point of my knife in the bread, and a little hole in the middle, saying: “If the devil’s in 
there, may he leave, and if the Good Lord is in there, may he stay!” And I rapidly covered up the little hole. 
Maximin burst into laughter and kicked the loaf out of my hands. It rolled down the mountainside and was lost 
from site. I had another piece of bread which we shared. Afterwards, we played a game. Then, realizing that 
Maximin must still be hungry, I pointed out a place on the mountainside covered with all kinds of berries. I 
urged him to go and eat some and he went straight away. He ate a few berries and brought back his hat full of 
them. In the evening we walked back down the mountain together and promised to come back the next day and 
watch over our cows together. The next day, the 19th of September, I met Maximin on the way up. We climbed 
up the mountain side together. I discovered that Maximin was a very good, simple boy, and would willingly talk 
about what I wanted to talk about. He was also very flexible and had no fixed opinions. He was just a little 
curious, for, when I walked away from him, as soon as he saw I had stopped, he would run over to me to see 
what I was doing and hear what I was saying to the flowers of the Good Lord. And if he arrived too late, he 
would ask me what I had said. Maximin told me to teach him a game. It was already late morning. I told him to 
gather some flowers for the “Paradise”. We set to work together. Soon we had a number of flowers of various 
colours. I could hear the village Angelus ringing, for the weather was fine and there wasn’t a cloud in the sky. 
Having told the Good Lord what we had learned, I said to Maximin that we ought to drive our cows on to a 
small plateau near the gully, where there would be stones to build the “Paradise”. We drove our cows to the 
selected spot and then had a small meal. Then we started collecting stones to build our little house, which 
comprised of a so-called ground floor which was where we were to live, and then a story above which was to be, 
as we called it, “Paradise.” This story was decorated all over with different-coloured flowers, with garlands 
hanging from flower stalks. This “Paradise” was covered by a single large stone which we had strewn with 
flowers. We had also hung garlands all the way round. When we had finished, we sat and looked at the “Para-
dise”. We began to feel sleepy and having moved a couple of feet away, we went to sleep on the grass. II When I 
woke up I couldn’t see the cows, so I called Maximin and climbed up the little mound. From there I could see 
our cows grazing peacefully and I was on my way down, with Maximin on his way up, when all at once I saw a 
beautiful light shining more brightly than the sun. “Maximin, do you see what is over there? Oh! My God!” At 
the same moment, I dropped the stick I was holding. Something inconceivably fantastic passed through me in 
that moment, and I felt myself being drawn. I felt a great respect, full of love, and my heart beat faster. I kept my 
eyes firmly fixed on this light, which was static, and as if it had opened up, I caught sight of another, much more 
brilliant light which was moving, and in this light I saw a most beautiful lady sitting on top of our Paradise, with 
her head in her hands. This beautiful Lady stood up, she coolly crossed her arms while watching us, and said to 
us: “Come, my children, fear not, I am here to PROCLAIM GREAT NEWS TO YOU.” These soft and sweet 
words made me fly to her, and my heart desired to attach itself to her forever. When I was up close to the Beauti-
ful Lady, in front of her to her right, she began to speak and from her beautiful eyes tears also started to flow. “If 
my people do not wish to submit themselves, I am forced to let go off the hand of my Son. It is so heavy and 
weighs me down so much I can no longer keep hold of it. I have suffered all of the time for the rest of you! If I 



do not wish my Son to abandon you, I must take it upon myself to pray for this continually. And the rest of you 
think little of this. In vain you will pray, in vain you will act, you will never be able to make up for the troubles I 
have taken over for the rest of you. I gave you six days to work, I kept the seventh for myself, and no one wishes 
to grant it to me. This is what weighs down the arm of my Son so much. Those who drive carts cannot speak 
without putting the name of my Son in the middle. These are the two things which weigh down the arm of my 
Son so much. If the harvest is spoiled, it is only because of the rest of you. I made you see this last year with the 
potatoes, you took little account of this. It was quite the opposite when you found bad potatoes, you swore 
oaths, and you included the name of my Son. They will continue to go bad, at Christmas there will be none left.” 
At this point, I was trying to interpret the word “potatoes” (pommes de terre): I thought I understood it to be 
“apples” (pommes). The Beautiful and Good Lady, reading my thoughts, repeated thus: “You do not under-
stand, my children. I will tell it to you another way. “If the harvest is spoiled, it does not seem to affect you. I 
made you see this last year with the potatoes. You took little account of this. It was quite the opposite when you 
found bad potatoes, you swore oaths, and you included the name of my Son. They will continue to go bad and 
at Christmas, there will be none left. If you have corn, you must not sow it. The beasts will eat all that you sow. 
And all that grows will fall to dust when you thresh it. A great famine will come. Before the famine comes, 
children under the age of seven will begin to tremble and will die in the arms of those who hold them. The 
others will do penance through hunger. The nuts will go bad, the grapes will become rotten.” At this point, the 
Beautiful Lady, who was entrancing me, for a moment did not make herself heard. I could see, however, that she 
was continuing, as if speaking, to move graciously her kindly lips. At this moment, Maximin was receiving his 
secret. Then, turning to me, the Most Holy Virgin spoke to me and gave me a secret in French. Here is this 
secret in its entirety as she gave it to me: “Mélanie, what I am going to tell you now will not always be a secret; 
you can publish it in 1858. “Priests, my Son’s ministers, priests, by their evil life, by their irreverences and their 
impiety in celebrating the holy mysteries, love of money, love of honor and pleasures, priests have become 
sewers of impurity. Yes, priests call forth vengeance, and vengeance is suspended over their heads. Woe to 
priests, and to persons consecrated to God, who by their infidelities and their evil life are crucifying my son 
anew! The sins of persons consecrated to God cry to heaven and call for vengeance, and now here is vengeance 
at their very doors, for no longer is anyone found to beg mercy and pardon for the people; there are no more 
generous souls, there is now no one worthy of offering the spotless Victim to the Eternal on the worlds behalf. 
“God will strike in an unparalleled manner. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth! God will exhaust His anger, 
and no one will be able to escape so many evils at once. The heads, the leaders of the people of God, have 
neglected prayer and penance, and the devil has darkened their minds; they have become those wandering stars 
which the ancient devil will drag with his tail to destruction. God will permit the ancient serpent to sow divi-
sions among rulers, in all societies and in all families; both physical and moral punishments will be suffered. 
God will abandon men to themselves and will send chastisements one after the other for over 35 years. “Society 
is on the very eve of most terrible scourges and greatest events; one must expect to be governed by a rod of iron 
and to drink the chalice of God’s wrath. “Let not my Son’s Vicar, the Sovereign Pontiff Pious IX leave Rome after 
the year 1859; but let him be steadfast and generous, let him do battle with the weapons of faith and love; I shall 
be with him. “Let him beware of Napoleon; his heart is double, and when he will want to be both Pope and 
emperor at the same time, God will soon withdraw from him; he is that eagle who, desiring always to rise, will 
fall on the sword he wanted to use to force the peoples to exalt him. “Italy will be punished for its ambition in 
wanting to shake of the yoke of the Lord of lords; thus she will be handed over to war; blood will flow on all 
sides; Churches will be closed or desecrated; priests, religious will be driven out; they will be put to death, and 
to a cruel death. Many will abandon the faith, and the number of priests and religious who will separate them-
selves from the true religion will be great; even Bishops will be found among these persons. “Let the Pope 
beware of miracle workers, for the time has come for the most astonishing wonders to take place on the earth 
and in the air. “In the year 1864 Lucifer, together with a great number of devils, will be loosed from hell; little by 
little they will abolish the faith, and that even in persons consecrated to God; they will so blind them, that 
without a special grace, these persons will take on the spirit of these evil angels; a number of religious houses 
will lose the faith entirely and cause many souls to be damned. “Bad books will abound over the earth, and the 
spirits of darkness will everywhere spread universal relaxation in everything concerning God’s service: they will 
have very great power over nature; there will be churches to serve these spirits. People will be transported form 



one place to another by these evil spirits, and even priests, because they will not have lived by the good spirit of 
the gospel, which is a spirit of humility, charity and zeal for the glory of God. The dead and the just will be 
made to rise.” [Mélanie interpolated here: “That is to say, these dead will assume the prospect of righteous souls 
who once lived on earth, in order to seduce men more easily; these so-called resurrected dead, who will be 
nothing other than the devil under these faces, will preach another Gospel contrary to that of the true Christ 
Jesus, denying the existence of heaven, if these be not in fact the souls of the damned. All these souls will appear 
joined to their bodies.”] “There will be extraordinary wonders every place because the true faith has been 
extinguished and false light illumines the world. Woe to the princes of the church who will be occupied only 
with piling up riches upon riches, with guarding their authority and lording with pride! “My Son’s Vicar will 
have much to suffer, because for a time the Church will be handed over to great persecutions: it will be the time 
of darkness; the Church will undergo a frightful crisis. “With God’s holy faith forgotten, each individual will 
want to direct himself and rise above his peers. Civil and ecclesiastical authority will be abolished , all order and 
justice will be trampled underfoot. Only murders, hatred, jealousy, lying and discord will be seen, with no love 
of country or family. “The Holy Father will suffer greatly. I shall be with him till the end to receive his sacrifice. 
“The wicked will make a number of attempts on his life without being able to harm him; but neither he nor his 
successor will see the triumph of God’s Church. “Civil governments will all have the same objective, which will 
be to abolish and make every religious principle disappear, to make way for materialism, atheism, spiritism and 
vices of all kinds. “In the year 1865, the abomination will be seen in the holy places; in the convents the flowers 
of the Church will putrefy, and the devil will establish himself as king of all hearts. Let those who are at the head 
of religious communities be on their guard concerning the persons they are to receive, because the devil will 
use all his malice to introduce into religious orders persons given to sin, for disorders and love of carnal pleas-
ures will be widespread over the whole earth. “France, Italy, Spain and England will be at war, blood will flow in 
the streets; Frenchmen will fight Frenchmen, Italian with Italian; then there will be a general war which will be 
appalling. For some time God will no longer remember France or Italy, because the Gospel of Jesus Christ is no 
longer known. The wicked will unleash all their malice; even in homes there will be killing and mutual massa-
cres. “With the first lightning blow of His sword, the mountains and all nature will tremble with dread, because 
the disorders and crimes of men are piercing the vault of the heavens. Paris will be burned and Marseilles 
swallowed up; a number of large cities will be shattered and swallowed by earthquakes; all will seem lost; only 
murders will be seen, the clash of arms and blasphemies heard. The righteous will suffer greatly; their prayers, 
their penances and their tears will rise to heaven and all God’s people will ask pardon and mercy and will ask 
my help and intercession. Then Jesus Christ, by an act of His justice and His great mercy toward the righteous, 
will command His angels to put all His enemies to death. At one blow the persecutors of the Church of Jesus 
Christ and all men given to sin will perish, and the earth will become like a desert. “Then there will be peace, 
the reconciliation of God with men; Jesus Christ will be served, adored and glorified; charity will flourish every-
where. The new kings will be the right arm of Holy Church, which will be strong, humble, pious, poor, zealous 
and imitative of the virtues of Jesus Christ. The Gospel will be preached everywhere, and men will make great 
strides in the faith, because there will be unity among Jesus Christ’s workers and men will live in the fear of 
God. “This peace among men will not last long: 25 years of abundant harvests will make them forget that the 
sins of men are the cause of all the woes which happen on earth. “A precursor of the Antichrist, with his troops 
drawn from many nations, will wage war against the true Christ, sole Saviour of the world; He will shed much 
blood and will seek to annihilate the cult of God so as to be regarded as a god. “The earth will be struck with 
plagues of all kinds;” [Mélanie added here: “Besides pestilence and famine, which will be widespread”] “there 
will be wars up to the last war, which will then be waged by the ten kings of the Antichrist, kings who will all 
have a common design and will be the sole rulers of the world. Before this happens, there will be a sort of false 
peace in the world; people will think only of amusing themselves; the wicked will indulge in all kinds of sin; but 
the children of Holy Church, children of the true faith, my true imitators, will grow in the love of God and in 
the virtues dearest to me. Happy the humble souls lead by the Holy Ghost! I shall battle along with them until 
they reach the fullness of maturity. “Nature begs vengeance on account of men, and she shudders with dread, 
awaiting what must happen to the crime-stained earth. “Tremble, earth, and you who profess to serve Jesus 
Christ, while interiorly you adore yourselves, tremble; for God will hand you over to His enemy, because the 
holy places are in a state of corruption; many convents are no longer houses of God, but pastures for Asmodeus 



and his own. “It will be at this time that the Antichrist will be born of a Hebrew nun, a false virgin who will be 
in communication with the ancient serpent, master of impurity; his father will be a bishop (Ev.). [We spell out 
the word “bishop” here. In the French text appear only the first two letters of évèque, the French word for 
bishop, but there is little doubt that this is the word they stand for, because in Mélanie’s first draft of the message 
the whole word is spelled out.] “At birth he will vomit blasphemies, he will have teeth; in a word, this will be the 
devil incarnate; he will utter terrifying cries, he will work wonders, he will live only on impurities. He will have 
brothers who, although not incarnate devils like himself, will be children of evil; at the age of twelve, they will 
be noted for the valiant victories they will win; soon they will each be at the head of armies, assisted by legions 
from hell. “The seasons will be changed, the earth will produce only bad fruits, the heavenly bodies will lose the 
regularity of their movements, the moon will reflect only a feeble reddish light; water and fire will lend convul-
sive motions to the earth’s sphere, causing mountains , cities, etc., to be swallowed up. “Rome will lose the Faith 
and become the seat of the Antichrist. “The demons of the air, together with the Antichrist, will work great 
wonders on the earth and in the air, and men will become ever more perverted. God will take care of His 
faithful servants and mend of good will; the Gospel will be preached everywhere, all peoples and all nations will 
have knowledge of the Truth. “I address a pressing appeal to the earth: I call upon the true disciples of the God 
living and reigning in the heavens; I call upon the true imitators of Christ made man, the one true Saviour of 
men; I call upon my children, my true devotees, those who have given themselves to me so that I may lead them 
to my Divine Son, those whom I bear as it were in my arms, those who have lived in my spirit; finally, I call 
upon the Apostles of the Latter Times, the faithful disciples of Jesus Christ who have lived in contempt of the 
world and of themselves, in poverty and humility, in contempt and silence, in prayer and mortification, in 
chastity and in union with God, in suffering, and unknown to the world. It is time for them to emerge and 
come enlighten the earth. Go, show yourselves to be my dear children; I am with you and in you, provided your 
faith is the light enlightening you in these evil times. May your zeal make your famished for the glory and 
honor of Jesus Christ. Do battle, children of light, you, the few who see thereby; fir the time of times, the end of 
ends, is at hand. “The Church will be eclipsed, the world will be in consternation. But there are Enoch and Elias, 
they will preach with the power of God, and men of good will will believe in God, and many souls will be 
comforted; they will make great progress by virtue of the Holy Ghost and will condemn the diabolical errors of 
the Antichrist. “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth. There will be bloody wars, and famines; plagues and 
contagious diseases; there will be frightful showers of animals; thunders which will demolish cities; earthquakes 
which will engulf countries; voices will be heard in the air; men will beat their heads against the walls; they will 
call on death, yet death will constitute their torment; blood will flow on all sides. Who could overcome, if God 
doesn’t shorten the time of trial? At the blood, tears and prayers of the righteous, God will relent; Enoch and 
Elias will be put to death; pagan Rome will disappear; the fire of Heaven will fall and consume three cities; the 
whole universe will be struck with terror, and many will allow themselves to be seduced because they didn’t 
adore the true Christ living in their midst. It is time; the sun is darkening; Faith alone will survive. “The time is 
at hand; the abyss is opening. Here is the king of the kings of darkness. Here is the beast with its subjects, 
calling itself the saviour of the world. In pride he will rise skyward to go up to Heaven; he will be stifled by the 
breath of St. Michael the Archangel. He will fall and the earth -which for three days will be in constant change- 
will open its fiery bosom; he will be plunged forever with all his followers into hell’s eternal chasms. Then water 
and fire will purify the earth and consume all the works of men’s pride, and everything will be renewed; God 
will be served and glorified.”



Well, if you are on this page you should have finished the tour. We hope you have enjoyed ‘The Historical 
and Biblical Tour of the Art of St Mary’. Come back and see us again.

All of what you have seen and read is on our web site. Anytime you would like to revisit us from the com-
fort of your home you can at: stmaryedgerton.net

Thanks to all the people that have contributed to this project:
Sisters Mary Ann Orens and Rozanne Swope who spent the time to attach the Biblical references to the 
windows. Martha Jane Dietsch and Michele Almond for their proof reading, suggestions and comments. 
Deb Schroeder, Parish Coordinator, for not throwing me out of the office when I interrupted her with 
questions. I am eternally grateful.

This is a project I have wanted to do for well over 40 years. God told me one day to get started. I am so 
grateful that He talked to me on a day I was listening to Him.

Web Sites Used for information:
www.medjugorjeusa.org
 http://www.newadvent.org
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