
            
           
   
                                                                   
 

Welcome 
We most sincerely welcome all the new families who are attending Scoil Mhuire Senior for 
the first time and we also welcome back all our other families.   Hopefully everyone has 
settled in well. We are delighted to be in school working away and enjoying teaching your 
children.  Please God we will have a good year and continue to support each other in providing 
as good an education as possible for all the children in the school. Have a lovely Hallowe’en 
break. Your little ones have worked very hard and have earned their week off! 
Clíona Galvin            Stuart Conaty 
Principal         Chairperson Board of Management 

 
 

Mid term break 
School will close on Friday 22nd October and reopen on Monday November 1st at 9.00am. 
 

Retirement of Mrs Hanafin 
After 31 years teaching in Scoil Mhuire Mrs Hanafin retires today.  Throughout her time in 
Scoil Mhuire, Mrs Hanafin has been an outstanding member of staff, committed to promoting 
excellence in teaching and learning. She is an incredibly knowledgeable and diligent teacher, 
and is highly respected by staff and parents alike. She has played no small part in making 
Scoil Mhuire the centre of excellence that it is today.  We wish her health and happiness in 
all the new adventures that lie before her.  

 
 

European School Sports Day, September 24th 2021 
European School Sports Day (ESSD) sees schools across Europe take one day to celebrate 
sport and physical activity. The initiative aims to promote physical activity on 
an international level and involve as many children and young people, schools and organisations 
as possible. 
Research shows that being active makes students healthier and better learners in the 
classroom. School spirit improves too with fun and inclusive team sports. Scoil Mhuire used 
this day to kick start our Active Schools initiative for 2021-2022. The children completed 
their daily mile with a difference. Ladders, hurdles, cones, tyres and hoops had to be 
negotiated as they ran. The children laughed and giggled as they twisted and turned, dodged 
and leaped their way around the track.  
 
 

Scratch Coding Workshops 
Sixth class are presently engaged in weekly coding workshops. Some of the sessions are 
livestreamed into the classroom while other sessions are recorded and can be accessed at 
any time during the week. Coding teaches the children about algorithms, computational 
thinking, decomposition, patterns and how to focus on the root cause of a problem in a fun 
and innovative manner.  

 

Through body and mind to God 
Per corpus mentemque ad deum 



Riverbank Arts Centre: Education and Outreach Programme 
The Riverbank Arts Centre works closely with Irish and international theatre companies, 
artists and musicians to present work particularly suited for schools. A range of classes 
across the school have enjoyed interactive and livestreamed sessions with leading author 
Pádraig Kenny, musician Greg Sinclair and creative writing workshops.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspiring Ireland, Inspiring Students 
The Education Support Centres have been running a new initiative called “Inspiring Ireland, 
Inspiring Students”. A range of classes have been lucky enough to enjoy an interview with 
leading children’s author David Walliams, who read from one of his books, told lots of stories 
and even showed them his dog! In line with Maths Week Dr. Aoibhinn Ní Shuilleabháin, 
Professor of Maths (UCD) urged the children to accept failing as a stepping stone to learning, 
to see that making mistakes is a good thing and that we learn from our mistakes  
 

Bonjour Scoil Mhuire 
The teaching of foreign languages has been introduced to primary schools from third class 
onwards on a pilot basis. The “language sampler module” is targeted at third- to sixth-class 
pupils in more than 100 primary schools. Scoil Mhuire applied for and were lucky enough to 
receive the grant necessary to run this programme. This means that 6th Class pupils are 
getting six weeks of French tuition from a native French teacher: Jessica. 
The children are really enjoying practising their French phrases in their classes : 

Ça va bien et Ça va mal  
Joyeux  Hallowe’en 

 
Healthy eating 

We thank you for continuing to support our healthy eating policy. Friday is “Treat Day”. 
Please remember it is “Treat Day” not “Feast Day”! 
 

Parking 
To ensure the children’s safety please continue to observe the guidelines in relation to 
parking, dropping off and picking up your children from the school grounds. Please remember 
no parking in the staff car park or on the roundabout.  The bus bay outside of the school wall 
is for buses only so please leave this area clear at all times. 
 

 
 Book Rental/Requisites 

The scheme of charging €25 for book rental and €25 for requisites (art, craft, personal 
accident insurance, photocopies etc.) is going really well.  There are still a number of pupils 
with outstanding fees.  Please pay directly on Aladdin or ring the office for assistance.  
        

Parent / Teacher Meetings 
As we could not facilitate our annual beginning of year parent/teacher night at the end of 
September, a Virtual Parent/Teacher video along with power point slides were circulated 



outlining some points of note for this school year.  If you wish to discuss any aspect of your 
child’s education with his/her class teacher, please ring the school to arrange an appointment 
via phone call. 

     Maths Week 2021 
Scoil Mhuire maths week takes place from the 18th-22nd of October. Every morning, a maths 
riddle is announced over the intercom and we solve it in our classes. We are also busy 
carrying out indoor maths trails, outdoor maths trails and online games every day. The grand 
finale will take place on Friday 22nd over zoom where all classes will compete against each 
other in a variety of games, puzzles and challenges. 
 

 
Soccer 

Soccer training has been taking place on Mondays after school. There has been a good 
turnout from the 6th class pupils and anyone new who wants to join is most welcome. We will 
continue training for as long as the weather holds up.  

 
 

Hurling 
Hurling training resumed with Mr. Cuddihy & Mr Kenny. There has been a great turnout of 
hurlers and camógs so far. We really hope this continues. Training will continue to take place 
after school on Thursday’s until 3:30pm. Well done to all the boys and girls so far and we look 
forward to the weeks ahead. 

 
 

Boys’ Gaelic Football 
Gaelic football training has been taking place at lunchtime on Tuesday and Wednesday. This 
has involved boys and girls from 3rd, 4th and 5th classes. It is great to see so many students 
out learning new skills.  
 

Cross Country 
Cross country has been taking place every Tuesday and Friday and it is open to all classes in 
the school. It has been great to see so many children challenging themselves out on the 
school running track. The current emphasis is on building endurance and we hope to run some 
fun inter-school races before Christmas. 

 
 

Roald Dahl Science Lesson 
In September Kildare Library Services provided 3rd and 4th class with art and science lessons 
through zoom based on Roald Dahl books. 3rd class made glue based on The Twits and 4th class 
made a worm habitat based on James and the Giant Peach. All classes also drew the 
characters based on the novels. Everyone enjoyed these interactive lessons. 
 
 

 
 



 
Spikeball / Volleyball 

Sixth Class boys and girls have been introduced to a new sport, Spikeball, which is an 
introduction to volleyball. The pupils are very enthusiastic and enjoy this sporting activity 
every Tuesday at lunch time. Mrs Bergin and Mr Thynne hope to have a session after school 
on Tuesday or Wednesdays after Mid-Term. The boys and girls are learning the basic skills 
and developing a keen interest in the sport. It is played outdoors on the playground at 
present in accordance with Covid restrictions. It is intended to hold a ‘Fun’ Christmas 
Tournament during December. Well done to all the boys and girls and we look forward to the 
weeks ahead. This activity will also be extended to other classes throughout the year.         
 

Green schools 
To get our green schools programme off and running for the year all children got the chance 
to get their hands dirty while planting their own daffodil bulb around the school! Great fun 
was had digging, planting and discussing the project. All are eagerly awaiting spring to see the 
results of their hard work. 
 

Violin Lessons 
Third classes have started weekly violin lessons with Lisa. So far, the pupils have learned the 
various parts of the violin, each of the notes and how to hold the violin and bow. They play 
along to songs with Lisa by plucking the correct string and you can even catch them dancing 
whilst holding the violins too! Third classes are really enjoying learning a new instrument this 
year. 
 
 

Minecraft in Education 
Our 5th classes have been busy discovering the world of Minecraft Education. This is a 6-
week programme that is brought to us from RTE Learn and Dream Space TV. Minecraft 
Education Edition has been a great way to engage pupils in creative projects as well as 
problem solving and celebrating the community. In each episode, the Dream Space team 
present the pupils with a challenge and these challenges are based on core school subjects, 
local issues, real-world problems and history.  
 

Johnny Doyle Football Skills 
We are lucky to have Kildare coach Johnny Doyle with us for a 6-week skills programme. He 
has been working with the 6th class pupils out on our school pitch. The children have really 
enjoyed the sessions and are certainly picking up new skills.  
 

Futsal 
On Wednesday September 29th we had local FAI development officer Pat Behan visiting our 
school. He was introducing the 3rd and 4th classes to the new ‘Futsal in the Yard’ programme. 
This programme promotes participation in physical activity in the primary school setting, 
using the game of Futsal to encourage pupils to stay active and to develop their fundamental 
movement skills. The children had great fun playing the different games.   
 
 
 
 



HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
                                           
 

         
 

 
 

 


