THE 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   January 15, 2017

Our e-mail address is:  saintbasil@rogers.com                                     NEW WEBPAGE:  stbasilparish.ca  
             


               Mass Intentions this week
                        January 14.
Saturday        5:00 pm   †Ann Chamberlain, Marilyn Sankey, Bernadette Bradfield, A Special Intention
 
CHRISTMAS BREAK:
Now that the School break is over, it is time for Father Earl to seek the “elusive hole-in-one”.  We wish him a relaxing and well deserved vacation. We welcome back Archbishop MacDonald for two weekends.    
			   Sanctuary Lamp this week
Intentions of: Mel McAllindon and repose of his soul.  Requests accepted by placing an envelope with the name of loved one and a donation of $10 in the collection basket.  

    

			      




	
DIOCESAN PRAYER CALENDAR
	

	Monday,  January 16
	Rev. Junghyuk Choi

	Tuesday, January 17
	Rev. Allen Varlaki

	Wednesday, January 18
	Benedictines

	Thursday,  January 19
	Rev. James Malone

	Friday,  January 20
	Rev. Stephen Csiszar

	Saturday,  January 21
	Rev. Jerome Mascarenhas, O.C.D.




OFFERTORY:  Thank you!
Sunday, January 1, 2017		$2,822.50
Loose Collections:			$   547.95
Average Weekly Preauthorized		$   485.00

Total Weekly Offering   Jan 1, 2017	$3,855.45

Budget expenses for the week 		$4265.00

BULLETIN TRIVIA:
St. Basil was educated at such cultural centre such as Constantinople and Athens and became one of Christianity’s most eloquent spokesmen earning world renown for his oratory and writings.






MEDITATION
What is a purpose-driven life?  Sometimes, the meaning only becomes clear after an experience makes us look back at seemingly unrelated decisions that made us who we are.  It’s that “ah-ha” moment.
	The gospel today describes John the Baptist’s “ah-ha” moment.  Until that day, John had been following a path he couldn’t quite see clearly, wandering the wilderness, preaching of the Son of God whom he might never even meet in the flesh.
	John was a recluse who attracted a huge following.  These followers believed his wrath-in-flicting Messiah would be the political ruler they had been waiting for.  But the meaning of John’s life decisions became clear in his meeting with Jesus.  The heavens literally opened and God spoke to him!  Jesus’ ministry would be non-political and characterized by love.  Jesus was the one for whom John was preparing the way, and John’s future was forever changed by Jesus.
	The purpose of our lives may not always be as dramatically revealed to us as John’s was by God.  Some of us may feel lost, wandering in our own wilderness.  But recognizing the need to search is the first brave step toward finding that purpose.  In that search we, like John, may meet Jesus by our own river bank.  It is an encounter that will radically change our future.
Saskia Sivananthan, Vancouver, BC  
Novalis, Living with Christ

SACRAMENTS!
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION will be celebrated by Bishop Peter Hundt on Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
Instructions for Candidates only: (parish hall):
Sunday, February 5, 2017, 10:30 – 11:30 am
Sunday, March 5, 10:30 – 11:30 am
Retreat:   Saturday, May 13- from 2 - 4:45 pm in our parish hall.  

THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST EUCHARIST 
This Session will focus on First Reconciliation: Thursday,  February 16, 2017 at 7 pm. in the hall.   
Celebration of First Reconciliation:  choose either Wednesday, March 8th or Thursday, March 9th at 7 pm  in the Church  
Prayer and Practice – 9:30 am – 11 am on the Saturday morning of your chosen weekend of First Communion.   We begin in the Church and end in our parish hall.  
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
All women are welcome to attend the CWL meeting, Tuesday, Jan 24th.  We begin with Mass at 6:30 pm, in the chapel and then move to the rectory meeting room at 7:00 pm.  The 2017 budget and activities will be presented for discussion.  If you are unable to attend and have suggestions, please contact Donna Kane 519-752-1331.    

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. Paul tells us that we have been sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be a holy people.  Could it be that you or someone in your family is being called to be a priest, deacon, brother or sister?  Contact Fr. Michael King, Director of Vocations and Priestly Formation, diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988 or email; mking@hamiltondiocese.com

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS
Receipts will be issued for offerings in 2016.  If you wish a receipt, please put a self-addressed envelope with, if possible, your envelope number and put into the collection basket.   This will facilitate getting your receipt to you.  If you are not able to locate your 2017 envelopes, please call the parish office 752-0361.   Thank you.  

Join us on FRIDAY, January 20, when Priscilla Solomon, an Ojibway of the Anishinabek Nation and a Sister of St. Joseph, will reflect on the TRC calls to transformation and reconciliation. Drawing on years of work in the Faith and Justice Office of her congregation, especially its recent focus on Indigenous rights, healing, and reconciliation between Indigenous peoples and Settler peoples, Sr. Solomon will consider what is required for us to create a new reality of integration in our country.

Location: Vanstone Lecture Theatre, Academic Centre (SJ2 1004), St. Jerome’s University
Time: 7:30p.m. | Doors open at 6:45p.m.
Free of Charge | Free Parking | Wheelchair Accessible | Refreshments Served

DAY of PRAYER
SISTERS OF SOCIAL SERVICE
11 Perthshire Court, Hamilton
(SUGGESTED OFFERING $ 25.00) 
 Friday, January 29th.,   9:30 am to 3:00pm 
 Bring a bag lunch….Tea & coffee provided. 
 To Register: please call or e-mail 
 905-388-3966  OR
   sssperthshire@sympatico.ca 
IT’S COMING - MUSIC TRIVIA 
Saturday, January 21st  2017.  Doors & Bar open at 6:00 pm with Music Trivia at 7:00 p.m.  Tickets will be sold at the back of Church this week-end.  PIZZA:	 $2.00 FOR EXTRA LARGE SLICE.  If you’ve never tried playing now’s the time.  Get a team of friends together or join one at the hall.  Free door prizes.  If you can help us out by donating an item please drop it off at the back of church or at the rectory during regular business hours.  It would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks! 

EUTHANASIA & ASSISTED DYING – Dr. Moira McQueen Presentation.
Dr. Moira McQueen of the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute will offer a presentation and Q & A on the need for conscience rights protection for physicians, healthcare workers and Catholic institutions in light of the legalization of assisted dying and euthanasia.  Join us at the Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King on Sunday, January 29th at 12 Noon (following the 11:00 a.m. Mass) for this presentation in McNally Hall – a light lunch will be provided.

A Special Event at St. Jerome’s University 
Join us on TUESDAY, January 24, as St. Jerome’s University welcomes two volumes of the Heritage Edition of the Saint John’s Bible. From childhood, Donald Jackson — official calligrapher to Her Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth II — dreamed of creating a handwritten, illuminated Bible. An international team of calligraphers and artists created the original 1,165-page manuscript with its 160 major illuminations that reflect biblical themes of hospitality, conversion of life, and justice for God’s people.
Time: 4:30p.m. | Ecumenical Service in honour of Christian Unity Week
Location: Vanstone Lecture Theatre, Academic Centre (SJ2 1004), St. Jerome’s University
Free of Charge | Free Parking | Wheelchair Accessible | Refreshments Served

ROBBIE BURNS SUPPER – Dinner and Entertainment, Saturday, January 21st at Brant Naval Veterans’ Association, 54 Wadsworth Street, Brantford
Doors open at 6:00 pm, dinner at 6:45 p.m.  Proceeds will be donated to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, Particular Council of Brant.  For tickets call Marian 519-752-2566 or email: ssvpbrant@gmail.com.  

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
As a child my family’s menu consisted of two choices:  take it or leave it.  
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