
The Order of Christian Marriage 
celebrated at St. Mary of False River 

 
Dear Bride and Groom, 
 
Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming marriage!  
 
The Catholic Order of Celebrating Matrimony expresses Jesus’ desire to 
raise an occurrence in the natural order of things, namely the joining of a 
man and woman in a unifying bond to bring children into the world, to the 
level of a Sacrament which makes marriage a supernatural occurrence 
whereby God blesses the union and gives graces to live out marriage in a 
spiritually fruitful, permanent, and faithful way. It is an occasion of joy for 
you both, but also the entire Christian community. 
 
Our church places a great emphasis on preparation for the Sacrament of 
Marriage so that engaged couples will be better enabled to face the joys and 
challenges of a happy and holy marriage. Thank you for seeking God first 
in considering your married life together. 
 

General Information 
1. According to Diocesan Policy, arrangements for the wedding must be 

made at least six (6) months before the desired date so that the 
necessary preparation can be made. 

2. A recent certified copy (within the past 6 months) of your Baptismal 
record is required; this copy is obtained from the church where you 
were baptized. 

3. The date of the wedding is tentatively reserved when you complete 
the Wedding Information Sheet and it is received by the parish office. 
The date becomes finalized only after the Marriage Preparation 
Program is completed by both the bride and groom. You will be given 
information concerning this. 

4. A Saturday wedding cannot be later than 11:00 a.m. or must be after 
6:30 p.m. Only six (6) bridesmaids and (6) groomsman are allowed. 
This is due to the size constraints of the church, the respect due to the 
dignity of the sacred liturgy, and the emphasis upon the wedding as a 
solemn moment of prayer directed towards God on behalf of the 
couple being married. 
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The Wedding Liturgy 
 

5. For Catholics, the Sacrament of Matrimony properly takes place 
within the context of a Eucharistic Celebration, i.e., Mass. If one party 
is non-Catholic, the wedding ceremony will be celebrated outside of 
Mass. 

a. According to Diocesan Policy, there is no payment for the 
priest, but a fee of $500 for parishioners and $900 for non-
parishioners, along with a $200.00 refundable deposit for is 
made for any damages that may occur. Also, there is a $200.00 
fee for use of our St. Joseph Center (Bride & Groom dressing 
areas). Providing a stipend for the priest is customary. 

b. The day and time for the wedding rehearsal is mutually agreed 
upon by the officiating clergy and the couple. 

c. The Sacrament of Matrimony should be received in the state of 
grace, so the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is offered 
during your last meeting with the priest or after the wedding 
rehearsal, depending upon his availability. 
 

6. Wedding Liturgy Music: Our parish musicians are prepared to 
provide music that will enhance your celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. We want to keep in mind that a wedding is, first of all, a 
sacred liturgical act in which worship and praise of the God who calls 
a man and woman together in marriage is offered in song. As in any 
Catholic rite of worship, the music should be chosen with great care. 
The Church provides a series of guidelines by which we determine 
the suitability of music for worship. These guidelines will be 
explained to you. 
 
Organist and soloist fees are set by the individuals. It is your 
responsibility to book the organist and soloist. (See page 4) If you 
choose a soloist who is not on St. Mary's list, you must also provide 
your own organist, and you must give us their name and contact 
information. A Wedding Coordinator will be assigned for your 
wedding and a fee $100.00 is payable to that individual, as well. 

 
7. Wedding Decorations: Arrangements with the florist are the personal 

responsibility of the couple. The florist can only decorate around 
existing church décor, and cannot move or rearrange church décor, 
plants, furniture for wedding purposes. Whatever props, etc. the 
florist brings in for the wedding must be removed immediately after 
the wedding (including outside decorations). Floral arrangements 
should not obstruct the view of the altar or interfere with the liturgy. 



Effective: July 1, 2022 3 

Our policy is that flowers are to be left on the altar for the weekend 
Masses. It is customary to use Pap & Pris Florist, since they know the 
size of our floral urns and have a key to the church. You can reach 
them at: 225-638-6781. 
 
The use of aisle runners is not allowed; they usually detract from the 
sacredness of the ceremony and are a safety hazard. Pew markers 
must be tied with ribbon, never stapled, taped or wired. 
 

8. Arrangements with the photographer are the personal responsibility 
of the couple themselves. 
 

9. The License must be obtained 72 hours before the wedding is to take 
place, but not more than 30 days before the wedding. Couples are 
asked to bring their license to the Parish Office on your last meeting 
with the priest or to the wedding rehearsal. 
 

10. Throwing rice, bird seeds, flower petals (real or silk), and blowing 
bubbles are strictly prohibited inside and outside of the Church. 
 

11. The presence of alcohol is not permitted on church grounds. 
Members of the wedding party are advised that the consumption of 
alcohol prior to the wedding celebration is not the proper way to 
prepare for a Church celebration. If it has been determined that a 
member of the party has consumed alcohol prior to the wedding 
celebration, that person will be requested to leave the premises. If the 
offending party is the Bride or the Groom, the wedding celebration 
will not take place. 
 

Communication with the priest/deacon who is going to perform your 
wedding is very important. If you have any questions, problems, or 
whatever, please discuss these with him or the parish secretary. We hope 
that St. Mary of False River may be of assistance to you in getting your 
married life off to a good start! 
 

Required Pre-Marital Retreats 
 
Couples preparing for marriage in the Catholic Church are required to 
make a retreat as a component of their premarital formation. The Diocese 
of Baton Rouge offers two programs: Called to Love and Catholic Engaged 
Encounter. For more information and to register, you can visit 
diobr.org/engaged. Here are brief overviews of those programs: 
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Called To Love 

The Office of Marriage & Family Life is offering a virtual retreat experience 
for engaged couples to assist with their spiritual preparation for the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. Because engaged couples may spend a great deal 
of time and energy arranging the practical details of their wedding day, they 
may lose sight of the real significance of that event. This retreat will help 
couples refocus on the meaning of that milestone. The retreat has two main 
objectives: to help couples recognize how God is a partner in their 
relationship actively calling them to marriage and to help them understand 
what God is asking of them in marriage so that they can knowingly respond 
to that call. To meet those objectives, the couples will learn a variety of ways 
to pray both individually and as a couple to include God in their 
relationship. They will reflect on the Scripture readings pertaining to 
marriage from the marriage ceremony to understand the demands of God's 
call. They will reflect on the various elements of the marriage ceremony 
which have implications for their married life. They will experience 
support and inspiration from the other couples present, both married and 
engaged. 
 
The schedule for the retreat includes a full day on Saturday from 9 AM to 4:30 PM 
and a morning session on Sunday from 9 to 11:30 AM followed by a pre-recorded 
Mass. 
 

Catholic Engaged Encounter 
Catholic Engaged Encounter (CEE) is a two-day retreat designed to give 
couples the opportunity to deepen their relationship with each other and 
with God. Couples are invited to dialogue honestly and intensively about 
their prospective lives together including their strengths and weaknesses, 
their desires, their ambitions, their goals, their attitudes about money, sex, 
children, family and their role in the Church and society. Through these 
dialogues, couples are challenged to explore their relationships in a much 
deeper, more honest way than they have before. 
 
A team consisting of two married couples and a priest present a series of 
concepts throughout the weekend. After each presentation the engaged 
couples are given time to reflect individually on important questions and 
write their thoughts in their workbooks. Then, they are given additional 
time to discuss their responses with each other. These personal reflections 
and couple dialogues lead to an increase in communication and a better 
understanding of the importance of God in their marriage. CEE has also 
made the necessary changes to be Covid-19 compliant by having each 
couple only interact with each other and return to their homes at night. 
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Suggested Musician Roster 
 

Please contact and reserve your organist and cantor at least 5-6 months 
in advance. Make a check payable to each person you choose. Their fees 
vary, so please check with those chosen to determine it. You can give the 
checks to our wedding coordinator at the rehearsal or bring them to St. 
Mary Parish Office and we will distribute them. 
 

Organists 
 
Mrs. Sarita Bouanchaud ................................................................... 225-638-3402 
David R. Facione .................................................................................. 225-272-7092 
Jimmy Ramirez .................................................................................... 225-933-1507 

 
Cantor 

 
Sarah Chustz ......................................................................................... 225-718-8468 
Trisha Morrison .................................................................................... 225-718-5826 
Debbie Cannon .................................................................................... 225-278-5129 
Jamie Leonard Brubaker ................................................................... 225-573-0677 
Reba Leonards ....................................................................................... 225-718-2532 
Brent Labatut .......................................................................................... 225-718-7413 
Mary Rosenbloom ............................................................................... 225-933-1625 
 

Organist & Cantor 
 
Clayton Chenevert ................................................................................ 225-718-1146 
Jodv Doucet ........................................................................................... 225-324-5831 
Medric Smith ........................................................................................ 225-776-0168 
 
 
 

o Organist’s Name:  
 

o Cantor’s Name:  
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Liturgy Planning Worksheet 
 
First Reading  Please choose one. 
 

o Male and female he created them (Genesis 1:26-28, 31a) 

o The two of them become one body (Genesis 2:18-24) 

o In his love for Rebekah, Isaac found solace after the death of his 
mother (Genesis 24:48-51, 58-67) 

o May the Lord of heaven prosper you both. May he grant you 
mercy and peace (Tobit 7:6-14) 

o Allow us to live together to a happy old age (Tobit 8:4b-8) 

o The woman who fears the Lord is to be praised (Proverbs 31:10-
13, 19-20, 30-31) 

o Stern as death is love (Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16a; 8:6-7a) 

o Like the sun rising in the Lord’s heavens, the beauty of a virtuous 
wife is the radiance of her home (Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16) 

o I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah (Jeremiah 31:31-32a, 33-34a) 
 
Lector’s Name:  

 
 
 

The Responsorial Psalm Please choose one. 
 

 

o The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord (Psalm 33) 

o I will bless the Lord at all times (Psalm 34) 

o The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103) 

o Blessed the man who greatly delights in the Lord’s 
commands (Psalm 112) 

o Blessed are those who fear the Lord (Psalm 128) 

o How good is the Lord to all (Psalm 145) 

o Let all praise the name of the Lord (Psalm 148) 
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o The psalm will be read. 
Lector’s Name:  

or 

o The psalm will be sung. 

o  Cantor / Organist has been informed of which psalm has been     
chosen and has agreed to it. 

 
 

The Second Reading Please choose one. 
 

 

o What will separate us from the love of Christ? (Romans 8:31b-35, 
37-39) 

o Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God (Romans 12:1-2, 9-18) 

o Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you (Romans 15:1b-3a, 
5-7, 13) 

o Your body is a temple of the Spirit (Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20) 

o If I do not have love, I gain nothing (Corinthians 12:31-13:8a) 

o One Body and one Spirit (Ephesians 4:1-6) 

o This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the 
Church (Ephesians 5:2a, 21-33) 

o The God of peace will be with you (Philippians 4:4-9) 

o And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of 
perfection (Colossians 3:12-17) 

o Let marriage be held in honor by all (Hebrews 13:1-4a, 5-6b) 

o Be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one another (1 Peter 
3:1-9) 

o Love in deed and in truth (1 John 3:18-24) 

o God is love (1 John 4:7-12) 

o Blessed are those who have been called to the wedding feast of the 
Lamb (Revelation 19:1, 5-9a) 

 
Lector’s Name:  
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The Consent The couple will repeat the words of consent after the minister. 
 
The Prayers of the Faithful 

o The clergy will read the intercessory prayers. 

o A lector will read the intercessory prayers. 
 

Lector’s Name:  
 
The Offertory 

It is appropriate that bread and wine are brought forward for The Offertory 
from the congregation. Please list two gift bearers for this purpose: 

 
Names:  

 
The Communion Rite 

Holy Communion is offered under one species, that of the Precious Body.  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are not used unless true 
necessity requires it. (Cf. Redemptionis Sacramentum, Pope St. John Paul II, 
2004). Should there be a genuine need, is there an individual who are 
properly disposed and trained for this purpose that you would like to 
recommend for consideration? 

 
Name:  

 
Devotions to The Blessed Virgin Mary 

It has become a pious practice to offer flowers at the altar of the Blessed 
Mother. Do you wish to do this? 

o Yes 

o No 
 

Following this moment of devotion, it has also become customary to offer 
flowers to mothers as well.  

o Yes 

o No 
 

Altar Servers 
If you know of altar server(s) who are trained to serve at St. Mary’s, please 
give us his or her name. We recommend a stipend of $25 for each server. 
 
Altar Server Name(s):  
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Witnesses 
Two witnesses are needed to sign the marriage license and must be at least 18 
years of age. While they are usually the best man and the maid/matron of 
honor, please provide their full names. 
 
Witness 1: 
 
Witness 2: 

 
Flowers 

For weddings at St. Mary’s, it is customary to have two flower arrangements 
placed in the large brass urns in the sanctuary. Are you planning to do this? 
Please keep in mind that it is customary to leave these arrangements after 
your wedding for the weekend Masses. 

o Yes 

o No 
 
Parish Registration 

If you are planning to live within the territory of St. Mary’s and would like to 
register as parishioners, you can do so online at stmarysfr.org/register or 
we will be happy to send you a registration form. Please provide your mailing 
address. 

 
The Civil Marriage License 

Marriage Licenses obtained in Pointe Coupe Parish are valid only for 
ceremonies performed in Louisiana; however, applicants do not need to be 
Louisiana residents. The marriage license is valid for 30 days. However, your 
marriage can NOT be performed within 24 hours from the date and time in 
which your license was issued. 
 
When you go to Clerk of Court Office, bring your social security cards and the 
original or certified copy of your birth certificates. The fee is $27.50. You may 
want to call the Clerk of Court to see if they need anything else 638-9596, ext 
0 and if you both need to be present.  
 
You can either bring the license to the parish secretary the week before the 
wedding or you can bring it with you to the rehearsal. PLEASE MAKE 
SURE ALL INFORMATION IS CORRECT ON THE LICENSE. The 
Monday after the wedding, our office will take care of getting the marriage 
license to the clerk of court office. 
 

 Please indicate your intention: 
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o I will bring the license to the rehearsal.  or 

o I will bring the license to the church office the week before the 
rehearsal.  

 
Air Conditioning & Bride’s Room / Groom’s Room  

The air conditioning in the St. Joseph Center will automatically turn on 2 
hours prior to the wedding. Your wedding coordinator will show you the 
groom's room and the bride's room. The air conditioning in the church will be 
on all day. 


