
NEWS, NOTES, & ACTION OPPORTUNITIES 
 Father Jerry Pokorsky, writing in The Catholic Thing: Give, of course, but know that 

government programs and private charities cannot alleviate human suffering on a 
vast scale. Loving our neighbor is required of us all. The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, which we heard the Sunday before last, provides a template for doing so. 
We have a responsibility to recognize human need and misery, and to respond with 
both personal care and material generosity. 

 Want to read a great article on a college girl who aborts her unborn baby?  It is too 
long to reproduce here,  but you can find it at 
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2019/07/54029/  
It's written by "Julie" and published by the Witherspoon Institute,  an 
organization  that does extraordinary work right here in Princeton.  As in the past, 
anyone who receives this update by regular mail may contact us for a copy of any 
online article.    

 Father James Martin is at it again, this time taking POPE FRANCIS to task on “gender 
ideology.” He says: “The Vatican’s new document on gender will be used to oppress 
and harm LGBT people. It perpetuates false stereotypes that encourage hatred, 
bigotry, and violence.” The Pope was actually expressing concern over the way too 
many Catholic schools have bought into this nonsense. To read more, go to 
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2019/popes-francis-again-confronts-gender-
ideology .  

 C-Fam (Center for Family and Human Rights) applauds US decision to withhold 
funding to UNFPA: The Trump administration should be commended for once again 
withholding funding for the United Nations Population Fund. The agency’s work in 
support of family planning agencies that carry out coercive policies in China, and its 
choice to give its inaugural population award to the Chinese government’s family 
planning division are troubling. But the reasons to defund UNFPA extend far beyond 
that.  

 LifeNews.com reports Planned Parenthood CEO Leanna Wen has been fired after 
just 10 months on the job. The abortion corporation wants a more aggressively pro-
abortion activist as its leader as it heads into the crucial 2020 presidential election. 

 LifeNews.com reports undercover investigator David Daleiden was vindicated in 
court last week against the bogus lawsuit Planned Parenthood filed after his videos 
exposed the abortion giant for selling aborted baby parts. The judge in the matter, 
William Orrick, III, caused quite a stir because of his history founding, promoting, 
and donating to a Planned Parenthood clinic in San Francisco run by Plaintiff Planned 
Parenthood Northern California. Despite the favorable ruling, Orrick should have 
recused himself or been recused.   
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 Reggie Littlejohn, head of Women Without Frontiers, was recently honored to 
address the Committee on the Present Danger recently in Washington, DC, together 
with activist Chen Guangcheng. Reggie explained that the hundreds of millions of 
forced abortions committed by the Chinese Communist Party makes it the greatest 
mass murderer in human history.  

 LifeNews.com reports Netflix lost 126,000 subscribers after it threatened to boycott 
Georgia over that state's pro-life "heartbeat bill." 

 Austin Ruse, head of the Friday Fax and the Center for Family and Human Rights (C-
Fam), and who has worked tirelessly at the UN to fight for human rights, religious 
freedom, and sexual dignity, reports that Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has 
announced a new commission on unalienable rights that is being headed by C-Fam’s 
friend and ally, Professor Mary Ann Glendon of Harvard Law School. Prof. Glendon is 
an outstanding Catholic and exemplary respect life advocate. The Commission will 
advise the Secretary of State about fundamental rights, unalienable rights such as 
those listed in the U.S. Constitution. Said the announcement: This Commission will 
aim an intellectual dagger at the heart of the radical expansion of rights that are not 
rights that the hard left promotes at the UN; the “right” to abortion, the “right” to 
sodomy, the “right” to gender expression. 

 The one thing the Supreme Court admitted in Roe v. Wade that would cause the 
case for legal abortion to "collapse" is the declaration of unborn children as 
“persons.”  Please go to 
https://nationalprolifealliance.com/laca_petition.aspx?pid=dm1903a&npla=EP19 
and ask all members of Congress to support the “Life at Conception” bill. We doubt 
it could get through the House right now, but we must keep the pressure on!   

 Family Watch News says the California Board of Education has implemented 
progressive sex and gender education curriculum in public schools across the state, 
regardless, in some cases, of parental knowledge or consent. Many parents are 
furious! Progressive groups, including Planned Parenthood, collaborated on AB-239 
in 2016 and the recently introduced Health Education Framework. Beware - it could 
happen in NJ, too! For more information go to 
https://www.dailysignal.com/2019/07/09/california-implements-extreme-new-sex-
ed-
curriculum/?inf_contact_key=5e474554d568c83e6b794360751846fc842e902fbefb7
9ab9abae13bfcb46658 

 Along the same lines, the American Family Association reports that at the latest NEA 
national convention in Houston, the nation’s largest union, the 6,000-plus delegates 
passed policies to spend hard-earned teacher and school staff dues, among other 
things, to advocate abortion rights; “professional development” training for 
homosexual club advisors; and to model state legislation to mandate an “LGBTQ”-
inclusive K through 12 curriculum— i.e., forcing schools to subject students to 
homosexuality and gender rebellion in many classes. And these are the people 
teaching our kids!  
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 Impurity is plastered everywhere today - movies, TV, billboards, music, 
entertainment, books, and magazines. So much so, it’s hardly an issue anymore, 
unfortunately even within many Catholic communities. TFP has compiled an 
interesting list of what the greatest saints have had to say about purity, and you can 
access it at https://www.tfpstudentaction..org/blog/24-quotes-about-purity-for-
every-catholic. 

 The same governor, Andrew Cuomo of NY, who pushed for and signed a bill that 
allows doctors not to attend to the health of a child after he or she has survived an 
abortion, signed a bill this past week banning the declawing of cats; New York is the 
first state to do so. 

 Vincent Lambert, often referred to as France’s Terri Schiavo, has passed away. From 
the Vatican, the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life said in a statement lamenting “an 
ever-increasing number of exceptions to the fundamental legal principle of the 
protection of human life………The world has once again been stunned by the 
inexplicably relentless suppression of innocent and fragile human life,” and the 
“ever-increasing number of exceptions to the fundamental legal principle of the 
protection of human life.” Pope Francis and the Vatican newspaper also mourned 
the French accident victim’s death by starvation. 

PLEASE SUPPORT MERCER LIFE 
There was no meeting of Mercer Life in July.   The schedule from August through June is 
as follows:  
 

Aug. 8: Thursday 
Sept 9: Monday 
Oct 10: Thursday 
Nov 11: Monday 
Dec 12: Thursday 
Jan 13: Monday 
Feb 13: Thursday 
March 9: Monday 
April 6: Monday 
May 14: Thursday 
June 11: Thursday 

 
The schedule has been modified to alternate Thursdays with Mondays since many 
people are not able to attend on any Thursday. Please give some serious consideration 
to attending the August meeting. All meetings are 7:30 to 8:30p at St. Gregory the Great 
in Hamilton. 
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"13 REASONS WHY" UNDERGOES EDIT 

Looks like Netflix may have a shred of decency after all!!!!!! The Boston Pilot reports: 
Shortly before launching the third season of 13 Reasons Why, Netflix has announced 
that it is removing a scene depicting a graphic teen suicide from the show’s first season. 

“We’ve heard from many young people that 13 Reasons Why encouraged them to start 
conversations about difficult issues like depression and suicide and get help - often for 
the first time,” Netflix said in a July 16 statement. 

“As we prepare to launch Season 3 later this summer, we’ve been mindful about the 
ongoing debate around the show. So on the advice of medical experts, including Dr. 
Christine Moutier, Chief Medical Officer at the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, we’ve decided with creator Brian Yorkey and the producers of 13 Reasons 
Why to edit the scene in which Hannah takes her own life from Season 1.” 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 Every Sunday a weekly Solemn High Tridentine Mass is celebrated at St. John the 
Baptist Church, 1282 Yardville-Allentown Road, Allentown, NJ 08501, at 12:30 
pm. Also, each Friday morning at 8:00 am there is a low Mass in the Tridentine 
tradition. If you are from the general area it may be a good idea to see what 
these Masses offer in beauty, solemnity and reverence for Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. There is usually a reception after the Sunday Mass.  

 The next meeting of Mercer Life will be held on Thursday, August 8th, from 7:30 
to 8:30 at St. Gregory the Great Church in Hamilton Square.  

 On Thursday, September 26, 2019, 6:00 pm, Good Counsel Homes of South 
Jersey will hold its annual banquet at Lucien’s Manor, 81 W White Horse Pike, 
Berlin, NJ 08009. To reserve a table for ten early – contact Michael Phelps via 
phone at 609-221-5603 or email at 
mailto:michael_phelps@goodcounselhomes.org?subject=Good Counsel Homes 
Annual Banquet 

PRAYER WITNESSES   
Prayer witnesses are a key aspect of the battle for life, yet relatively few pro-life people 
seem interested in attending. One item discussed at a recent MercerLife meeting noted: 
Naturally, it's hard for an individual to just show up at a prayer witness for the first time. 
Consider forming a carpool from your church or other organization. Three or four 
people together makes it much easier.  
 
Here are current prayer witnesses. If anyone knows of any changes, please advise us in 
an e-mail response: 
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 Princeton (American) Women's Center at the Hamilton Professional Center- 1345 
Kuser Road, Hamilton, NJ 08619. 365 Days for Life Hamilton has assumed 
sponsorship of this witness, and there are people praying there on Saturday 
mornings from 7:00 to 10:00. For more information go to 
365daysforlifehamilton.org/ or email mailto:johnmuka@optonline.net and get 
added to their e-mail list.  

 

 Planned Parenthood at Clinton and State in Trenton - The witness hours for 
Saturday morning are from around 8:30 to 10:30. Also, Kathy Elgrim does a solo 
witness at Trenton Planned Parenthood each weekday during her lunch hour 
from a little after 12:15 to a little before 12:45. So far she has not been 
successful in getting people to join her. Surely there must be some state workers 
or attendees at the 12:10 daily Mass at the Cathedral who'd be willing to help 
out. What a marvelous Lenten opportunity! Free parking is available at the 
Salvation Army facility nearby, and Kathy can be reached at 
mailto:prolife.ptea@gmail.com. It would also be helpful if some Spanish-
speaking people participated. 

 

 Woodbridge abortion facility at 228 Main Street - Bill Draghi is usually there each 
day but Sunday at the following times: Monday, 2:00 - 5:30; Tuesday, 9:00 - 1:00; 
Wednesday, 10:00 - 1:00, Thursday, 1:00 - 5:00; Friday, 11:00 - 1:00 and 4:00 - 
8:00; Saturday, 9:30 - 1:30.  

 

 Planned Parenthood in Elizabeth has relocated to a new facility at 1171 Elizabeth 
Avenue. We assume this witness is continuing, but we would appreciate 
confirmation from someone involved. Our most recent information indicates the 
witness is held every Saturday from 9:00 to 11:00 am. While most of our 
readership reside well south of Elizabeth, many have friends and relatives closer 
to that area who can spread the word.  

 
In Christ,  
 
FRIENDS OF LIFE 
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