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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Hopewell Council 7103 is demonstrating the true meaning of Christmas by displaying
an outdoor Christmas billboard on the church grounds of St. Alphonsus and St.
George’s. At both churches, Council Brothers constructed a 4’ x 8’ framed billboard and
added a multicolored, vinyl picture of the Nativity scene to both sides of the display.
Lights were added to keep the message visible throughout the evening hours. Each
sign carries the message to “Keep Christ in Christmas” and has the Hopewell Council
and Knights of Columbus logos prominently displayed, reminding men to consider
joining the Knights. Our Knights are proud to say “Merry Christmas” because we know
that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.

Fraternally,
Bob Rushnak, Grand Knight
Hopewell Council 7103

Recently a banner displayed in the town of Pitman, New Jersey was challenged due to
its Christian content. This subject matter was reported by Fox News on December 14,
2011 and will be addressed at a City Council meeting following the Christmas holiday
to determine if in fact it violates the Constitution. Some activists claim the sign having
been installed on city property by the local fire department makes it a government
supported endeavor. The Knights of Columbus stand by their beliefs that they are only
reminding shoppers that Christmas remains a religious holiday and have been allowed
to post similar displays for the past 50 years.

Keeping Christ in Christmas
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State Deputy’s Message
Brothers,

As we prepare ourselves during this Advent season for
the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, I can-
not but think of the theme of the Knights of Columbus
this year, “So That the World May Know New Hope.”
The birth of Jesus brought a new hope to the world.
Through His coming, “the Word made flesh”, and
through His teaching, the love and grace of God was
revealed to man.  Through His death and resurrection,
we have received the hope of salvation.

In this world fraught with challenges such as numerous
and devastating wars, increasing hunger, collapsing
national economies, pressures to make abortion accept-
able, attempts to restrict religious and civil liberties,
movements towards secularism and reliance on govern-
ments to determine the rights and freedoms that come
from God, and a drifting away from those Christian prin-
ciples upon which the greatest country the world has
ever known was founded, the Knights of Columbus can
serve as a beacon of light – a beacon of hope.  Through
acts of charity, through service to others, through honor-
ing our veterans, and through support for our priests,
we serve as witness to the truth – a truth centered on
the Eucharist, on our faith in Christ, on His resurrection

and on the forgiveness of
sins and eternal life. 

What a great and awesome
opportunity we have! We are
so blessed to be able to serve
as that witness, to grow in
our faith, to be better
fathers, sons, brothers, men.
However, we also have a
responsibility to provide this
opportunity to others.  As
the Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, has said, “we have a
moral obligation to share this opportunity with all eligi-
ble Catholic men.” In so doing, we can grow our Order
and expand our works of charity and service. Brothers,
please help us “grow God’s family one Knight at a time.”
Ask a friend to join our family.  Provide him the gift of
membership in our wonderful Order.  

Alyce and I wish you and yours a very blessed and merry
Christmas.  We pray that you have a happy, healthy and
holy New Year.

Vivat Jesus,
Dan

Celebrating the Christmas season is a special time. It
should be centered on Christ. This is the feast which
begins God’s willingness to forgive us and open for us
the opportunity to spend eternity with God in Heaven
when He calls us to Himself. However, we often get
involved with so many different celebrations and dinners
that we pass over the real meaning of this time of the
year. The coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ must be
the center of this season. We want this time to be special
to children, family and friends, but it must be Jesus that
is the most important part of it, we can not allow Santa
to take first place.

Many of the myths we speak about and the decorations
we use at this time have a special spiritual meaning but
they can be easily overlooked. Santa Claus refers to Saint
Nicholas, who was a Catholic bishop who lived in Turkey
during the early part on the fourth century. He was
known for his care of children. He would give gifts to
the children of his area on this feast of Christ’s birth. He
wanted them to know the great love that God has for
us. God sent his Son so that he could die for us in order
that he could forgive our sins and reopen for us the
gates of Heaven, so that we could be with Him forever.
The gifts we give are symbols of our love for others.

God’s gift helps us to under-
stand the deep love God has
for each of us. He loves us
even though we have sinned.
Even though we sin, God still
loves us. He asks for our sor-
row so that we can accept
His forgiveness. The
Christmas Crib should be the
center of this feast because it
pictures for us the Birth of
Jesus who comes to us to save our souls. Even the
Christmas tree is a symbol, it is evergreen which tells us
that God’s love is always available to us. He wants to for-
give us and save us. All we need to do is accept His love
by turning away from sin.

During the Christmas season take some time to contem-
plate the tremendous love God has for you. Think of it,
God the creator of the world, where He created so many
people, can single you out to give you His infinite love.
He really cares for you. Cared enough for you to send
Jesus to die for you. Think about the wonder of that

State Chaplain's Message

(continued on page 5)
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Worthy Grand Knights and Brothers All:

The first half of the Columbian year is nearly over and
winter is upon us along with the holiday season. This is a
good time to stop, refresh and assess our recent efforts
on behalf of those we serve.

I hope your monthly business meetings have been well
attended with good fellowship, interesting presentations
and most importantly, some lively discussions about what
new programs the Council would tackle this year. But the
year and “your plan” is only half over! So what is your
vision for part two?

This certainly has been a busy and productive six months.
I am extremely grateful to all my Brothers who have con-
tributed to our success thus far. I began this year by chal-
lenging you to get involved and play a part no matter
how big or small. To date, many different Knights have
contributed time, talents, and energies to our activities
and I thank you. Our fellow Brothers have:

• Purchased coats for kids
• Attended the Rosary rally and State Council Retreat
• Contributed to our veterans, disaster relief for Brother
Knights and fed the hungry

• Promoted the soccer challenge, essay contest and
christening gown program.

• Recognized Scouting achievements
• Supported Special Olympic activities
• Written letters to our Seminarians
• Played golf in the State Tournament

So what is your council doing in the way of recognition,
promotion, providing support or supplies or attracting

potential members? All the
tools you need are readily
available on your Grand
Knight’s Handbook CD and
on the State Council web site
at: www.njkofc.org. Continue
to use it, ask questions and
avail your Councils of the
many opportunities afforded.
Over the course of the next
few months consider in addi-
tion to those mentioned
above:

• Organizing a Marian Devotion
• Recognizing the Altar Servers of your Parishes
• Organizing a Drug & Mental Health Awareness
Program for local youth

• Honoring a family of the month in the parish or com-
munity

• Homeless Shelter Support
• Free Throw Contest & Spelling Bees

While I have said this before, it bears repeating, this is a
great opportunity to revitalize your current program,
motivate your Brothers and recruit new members. Need
help? Call or e-mail with your questions, concern and /or
ideas. We are only too happy to help and listen. So what
are you waiting for? Take up my challenge and get busy!
There is more to come and much more to do. Make the
next six months even more exciting and prosperous than
the last!

General Program Director’s Message

Worthy and Faithful Brothers,

The Month of Gifts
This month of December brings to mind the cold weather,
Pearl Harbor and Christmas. I will mention that the cold is
not all that bad as long as you have a destination that you
are looking to reach or a plan to stay warm. It is a gift of
changes of a season. A gift that reminds me that I am still
alive and able to enjoy that gift of life!

I was watching the movie Pearl Harbor with my son and
daughter this past weekend. It’s my daughter’s favorite
movie of all time. She almost has the whole movie memo-
rized. There was a line that Alex Baldwin said as he asked
for his men to step forward to volunteer for a mission
that would be almost suicide and that statement has
stayed with me for this writing. He said, “The strongest
heart of all is that of a Volunteer!”

My brothers, that describes each and every one of you!
You are the strongest part of the good Catholic men

around the world who put
aside time to volunteer to
make this a better place for
each and every one of us to
live on a daily basis. The won-
derful programs that we all
get involved in all promote a
better life for those who can-
not do it for themselves is
more than admirable, it is the
distinct message that God has
given each man and woman
on this earth. The difference
is, as a Knight of Columbus, we were given the gift to lis-
ten!

The third part is Christmas. The true gift that God the
Father gave mankind which was the gift of His son, our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

State Membership Chairman’s Message

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)
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Brothers all,

By the time you are reading this we will be well into the
season of Advent. It is the season of anticipation and wait-
ing. We are, or should be, waiting with great anticipation
for the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, the
Christ Child. We have four weeks in which to prepare our-
selves and await His coming into our earthly world.
Imagine what it must have been like for Mary, the Blessed
Mother having been told by an angel of God that the
child she was carrying would be the King of Kings, the
Lord of Hosts. For nine months Mary and her husband
Joseph had time to attempt to absorb this revelation
while preparing themselves not only for the burden of
parenthood and its adjustments to one’s life but also to
try to comprehend that this birth would be like none
other before or since. There, in her womb safe and pro-
tected the Son of God grew until finally He became man.
When the time came to deliver the child they found them-
selves in a meager animal’s stall in what amounted to a
barn. When they later gazed upon His face as He rested so
serenely in a simple manger there must have been a mix-
ture of trepidation, wonderment and anticipation still try-
ing to process what the angel had told them many
months before. Somewhere in a place far off another
angel came to the Magi and told them of this miraculous
birth so they followed a star on a journey leading them to
Him to pay homage to the newborn king. Remember that
along the way they met with King Herrod and told him
the reason for their journey. Herrod asked them to tell
him of the child’s location so that he too could pay
homage. We know that this is not at all what Herrod had
in mind; he wanted to kill the newborn to protect his seat
on the throne. Because of this the Magi were told in a
dream to take an alternate route back and avoid the king.
Furious, Herrod decreed that all newly born males in his
kingdom were to be removed from their homes and exe-
cuted. He instituted a culture of death.

Recently I had a conversation
with a brother knight who
was telling me that he had
become a grandfather for the
first time one month earlier.
His smile grew wider as he
told me the details of his new
granddaughter; length,
weight, hair color. He reached
into his pocket and began
showing me photos on his
Blackberry. What a truly beau-
tiful child she is. He then showed me one picture that his
daughter had sent to him. It was taken five months
before the birth, an ultrasound image. It was clear and
sharp. The child was looking directly at the camera and I
could see her eyes, nose, mouth, hands, and feet. There, in
her mother’s womb safe and protected the child grew
until she was delivered into our world. I was awestruck by
the beauty of this image. I was also horrified and repulsed
when I realized that to some it would be perfectly accept-
able to breach the security of this womb and destroy this
beautiful child. It made me sick and very angry. This child
too lives within a culture of death.

As knights and as Roman Catholics we have no ‘alternate
route’ to take to safeguard the unborn. We must face
those who choose to side with the death culture head on,
and though sometimes weary we must continue to fight
for those who cannot fight for themselves. Next month’s
annual marches on Washington and Trenton are our most
visible expressions of our beliefs in this area. We cannot
rely solely on a few annual events to vanquish our foes;
supporting a culture of life requires continuous action.
Supporting the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative
(www.kofc.org/ultrasound) is one way to make your coun-
cil’s mark in this battle. According to data gathered by
Supreme ‘Reports indicate that up to 90 percent of
women considering an abortion choose to have their baby
after seeing an ultrasound image. They hear their baby’s
heartbeat; they see their baby’s head and fingers. They
know it is a child, not a “choice.”’ The Knights of
Columbus Ultrasound Initiative seeks to provide medically
certified pro-life pregnancy centers with the modern tech-
nology to monitor the health of babies in utero, and to
allow mothers to visually experience their development. It
is an opportunity for your council to lock arms and unite
in action.

My Directors and Chairmen would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you and your members for doing all that
you do for our beloved Order. May the blessings of
Christmas be with you and your loved ones and may the
coming new year bring you peace in your life.

Vivat Jesus!
Jim Stoever, DD
State Director of Culture of Life Programs

Culture of Life Director’s Message
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deep love just for you. Try to explain that love to your
children, your family. Feel that love in your own heart. It
is the greatest gift anyone has given to you. It comes
from God not only at Christmas time, but every day of
your life. All you need do is accept it.

Bishop Charles McDonnell
State Chaplain

That, too, gentlemen reflects a simple gift that we all
enjoy as Knights The gift of giving, volunteering and the
sharing of true brotherhood is a gift in itself from the
Knights. We all are very proud to wear the colors of the
Order on our jackets, shirts or a magnet or bumper sticker
proclaiming to the world our greatness. So, ask yourself
this one question, “Have I shared this wonderful gift of
“Brotherhood with another Catholic man lately?”

If you haven’t signed up a man into the Order this calen-
dar year there is still time to give that special gift of a new
member to your council and to the Order in general. I ask
each man in the state of New Jersey to go out and sign-up
a new man to our Order not next week or next month
but do it today!

That gentlemen, will be the greatest gift to the Order and
your council that any Knight would be proud enough to
say, “Good job Brother!”

On behalf of the New Jersey State Membership Team and
my family we all wish you and your families the merriest
Christmas to all and a healthy and happier New Year!

God bless!
John W. Brandon FDD
New Jersey State Membership Program Director

Membership (continued from page 3)Chaplain (continued from page 2)

The late Senator Robert F. Kennedy wrote, “Each time a
man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of
others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a
tiny ripple of hope...”

Brothers, if we all contribute a ripple, together we may
soon be a wave!

On behalf of my wife Daisy and myself, we wish you all a
very Merry Christmas! May you and your families enjoy
the blessings of this most holy season!

Fraternally,
Tom Ponting, FDD
State Director of General Programs

General Program (continued from page 3)

Msgr. Anthony
Stein Assembly
0645 Knights of
Columbus 4th
Degree Trustee
Michael
Vaclavicek, DD,
PFN, PGK (l) and
Faithful
Navigator, PGK
(r) proudly pre-
sent a check for
$500.00 to
Seminarian Lemmuel Camacho a First Degree member
from Our Lady of the Holy Angels Parish, Little Falls on
July 16, 2011. This was made possible by the funds raised
through their Annual 10 Week Club proceeds for the
R.S.V.P. Program.

This program helps seminarians with the costs associated
with their schooling. Lemmuel is studying at The Pontifical
North American College, Vatican City State, Rome.

Fraternally,
Knight Ken L Molnar, PFN

Seminary Baby Adrian Garcia was
the first baby born at
Clara Maass Medical
Center, Belleville, New
Jersey on October 12,
2011. Adrian was born at
6:09 AM, weighed in at 7
lbs, 9 ozs., 19 inches long.
On behalf of the Knights
of Columbus Queen of
Peace Council 3428,
North Arlington, PGK
John Wolf, Jr. told Mr.
and Mrs. Garcia that their
son, Adrian, will receive a
$100 “I” Bond. Queen of
Peace Council 3428 spon-
sored this program as a

celebration of life and to honor their namesake,
Christopher Columbus, Special Thank You to Tania
Manago, Patient Satisfaction Manager and Lisa Joyce of
Public Relations at Clara Maass for helping to make this
a very special occasion.

Fraternally,
Bob Hatler

Columbus Day Baby Wins Bond
at Clara Maass Medical Center
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Members of St.
Philip The Apostle
Council 11671
attended the 30th
Annual Sgt. John
Basilone Parade in
Raritan, NJ, last
September 25,
2011. After the
parade, they met
up with the local
Council Sgt. John
Basilone 13264.

John Basilone
(November 4,
1916 – February
19, 1945) was a

United States Marine Gunnery Sergeant who received
the Medal of Honor for his actions at the Battle of
Guadalcanal during World War II. He was the only enlist-
ed Marine in World War II to receive the Medal of Honor
and the Navy Cross. He grew up in Raritan, NJ.

Fraternally,
Carlos Roco

DGK David Cordero (in fatigue uniform),
DD Ray Lill and Jack Paparella (in blue
shirts), Nicholas Lill (grandson of Ray), Joe
Paparella (son of Jack), and Happy Lim.

Council 11671 Attends
Sgt. John Basilone Parade 
in Raritan

St. Joseph Council 3402 of the Knights of Columbus held
its Past Grand Knights Dinner on September 26, 2011.

Fraternally,
William H. Horton, Jr.
Grand Knight

Past Grand Knights Dinner

Pictured from left to right: Standing: William H. Horton, Jr.
Past and Current Grand Knight, James Raleigh, Peter Cassidy,
Richard King, Jeremiah Hourihan, Thomas O’Rielly, Richard
Healey, Past Grand Knights. Seated: Donald Kehoe, James
Groome, James O’Brien, Norman Hughes, Past Grand
Knights.

The Knights of Columbus have truly made a difference in
the lives of the residents of the Department for Persons
with Disabilities (DPD). On October 30, the DPD said
“thank you” to the Knights of Columbus in the Paterson
Federation by hosting an Appreciation Night.  A surprise
October snowstorm couldn’t stop the Knights from
attending the event at the DPD’s Wiegand Farm in Oak
Ridge.  The Knights came from throughout the state to
enjoy an elegant buffet dinner. Representatives of the
50-plus Knights of Columbus councils were recognized
for supporting the DPD throughout the past 46 years.
Remarks were offered by Executive Director Scott
Milliken and Monsignor John Fitzpatrick blessed a
memorial statue of Father Michael McGivney, which was
purchased from the Father McGivney Guild. The statue
honors all members of the organization who have sup-
ported the DPD, and is situated in a courtyard garden
area that will be paved with donated engraved bricks.

Christopher Brancato, MA
Director of Development and Public Relations
Department for Persons with Disabilities

Appreciation Night

Blessing Statue – Msgr. John Fitzpatrick, Pastor of the St. Thomas
the Apostle Parish in Oak Ridge blesses the DPD’s new Father
McGivney Statue while the Color Corp looks on.

Achievement Awards – DPD Development Director Chris
Brancato (left) with DPD Associate Executive Director Joanna
Miller, and Special Achievement Award Winners Frank,
Anthony, Jack and Kelly and Wallace House staff member
Charleen Bowers.
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For 4 weeks
in September
and October
the South
Plainfield
Knights of
Columbus
Council 6203
have been
hard at work
with one of
their biggest
fundraisers of
the year. On
weekends,

the Knights have been at the South Plainfield Rescue
Squad selling mums. This fundraiser was started 8 years
ago by Gerry and Vinny Butrico and the $2,673 proceeds
collected from this years mums sale goes to the Knights
General Charity Fund. One of the Knights of Columbus’s
principles is Charity; this general charity fund is used to
support local residents who have charitable needs. In the
4 weeks of selling mums the Knights sold 464 small
mums and 66 large mums. That is an amazing 530 mums
sold in just 4 weekends.

The Knights would like to thank all of the residents who
bought mums and for telling other residents about this
fundraiser. The Knights would also like to thank Jim
Gustafson and Ricky McCriskin from McCriskin’s/
Gustafson Funeral Home for purchasing many small
mums that were put out in front of their funeral home
and all of the local businesses that also bought large
mums: Dan Ratti of Oak Tree Liquors, Carl Adlassnig of
R&C Auto Body, Bob Longo, Mr. Subs, Sherbans Diner,
KC’s Corner, Peter Pan Pharmacy, Witty’s Liquors, Mike
Buteas Construction, Bagel Pantry, Frank Licato, DDS,
Lehigh Utility, Bob Stillo, Andy Pinto, Ed Santora, The
Observer, Pizza Stop, Tom Lanza, Twin City Pharmacy,
Sal’s Liquor’s, Paulo’s, TD Bank, Columbia Bank, Ciccio’s
Pizza and Morietti Reality.

The Knights would also like to thank the South Plainfield
Rescue Squad for the use of their parking lot in selling
the mums. . The Knights could not have succeeded this
year without the help of the following Knights who vol-
unteered many hours selling the mums: Steve Belanger,
Joe Belinski, Theresa Belinski, Joe Wilkowski, Norm
Chicarelli, Joe Rea, Deacon Wayne Otlowski, Christina
Butrico, Gerry Butrico, Cassie D’Urso, Charlie Butrico, Past
Grand Knight Bill Butrico, Brian Cargill, Kevin Keane,
Roberto Morales and Grand Knight Joe Scrudato. The
following Squires also helped out Christian Butrico,
Adam Butrico and Charlie Butrico.

Joe Scrudato
Grand Knight

Chairman of the mums drive Gerry Butrico
and helpers - Christina and Charlie Butrico.

2011 Knights Mums Sale

Santa Maria Council 1443 – Grand Knight Steve Wells
announced delivery of 18 baskets of supplies and turkeys
to local residences for this years Thanksgiving Holiday,
The drive is chaired by member Pat Cummings. The next
Schedule delivery will be for the Christmas Holiday.

Fraternally,
Carmine Geonie

Hunger Harvest Drive

On November
20, 2011,
Knights of
Columbus
Council 6513
(Msgr. James
A. Bulfin,
Malaga, New
Jersey) along
with the
Youth Group
from parish
of Our Lady
of the Blessed
Sacrament pre-
pared
“Thanksgiving Baskets”, for distribution to families in
need within the Parish and surrounding areas. The bas-
kets were filled by donations from our parish family to
the parish “Charity Chest”, and totaled over 1000
pounds of food and $500 in gift cards.

Fraternally,
Joe Williams, GK

KofC Council 6513, OLBS Youth Group,
along with Pastor Rev. Allain Caparas.

Thanksgiving Baskets by
Council 6513
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To “Kick Off” the new Columbian
Year, a joint Kick Off Dinner, spon-
sored by the Bergen County
Federation and the Bergen
Chapter, was held on September
30, 2011 at Sacred Heart Council in
Rochelle Park. All five state officers
were in attendance, along with
PSDs Herb Meyer and Tom Ciborski.
The dinner is an annual event
which brings together officers and
members of the 41 councils in
Bergen County for an evening of
fraternity and socialization.

This year’s dinner fea-
tured the presentation
of the Past President’s
Award to Vito Mazza,
DD from Bergen
County Federation
President Russell D.
Petrocelli, DD and the
awarding of the
Bergen’s Best Award to
Donald Ulisse, FDD by
Herb Meyer, PSD. The

Bergen’s Best Award is given to a Brother Knight for
exemplary dedication and commitment to the principles
of the Order.

Fraternally,
Russell D. Petrocelli, DD 15
President, Bergen County Federation

Bergen Federation Kick Off
Dinner

Don Ulisse, FDD is
awarded the Bergen’s
Best Award by Past
State Deputy Herb
Meyer.

Vito Mazza, DD is awarded the
Bergen Federation Past President
Award by Russell D. Petrocelli, DD
President of the Bergen County
Federation.

For years, the Knights of Columbus has supported youth
organizations around the area.

The pictures at right are from the Mighty Mites division
of Pompton Lakes/Riverdale Soccer Association. These
are kids 3 and 4 years old.

I have trained kids in soccer for about 20 years and being
a 4th degree Knight, it gives me great joy to work with
children of all ages. The 82 kids that participate in this
league are sponsored by the Knights of Columbus in
Pompton Lakes 3801.

David Coppola, PGK, PFN
Marian Council K of C

Knights of Columbus Mighty Mites

St. Michael Council 3665 built a nativity scene float for
the first annual Netcong Holiday Parade. Helping the
Council remind the town of the true reason for the sea-
son, the Knights were joined by students from St.
Michael School dressed as angels, wise men and shep-
herds.

Fraternally,
Greg Keller
Deputy Grand Knight
St. Michael Council 3665

Nativity
Scene Float
for Netcong
Parade
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On Saturday,
October 29th,
7AM, the
American Red
Cross arrived at
the Knights of
Columbus, Blessed
Mother Seton
Council 5410 Hall
in Flanders, NJ for a scheduled blood drive. For many of us
there might have been a hint of snow coming, but at
7AM, the blood drive scheduled for that day was a “GO”.
By 8:30AM we were ready for customers and unfortunate-
ly by noon ready to shut down. We were able to collect
donations from 13, some who were scheduled and a few
early walk-ins. Unfortunately we had to cancel others who
were scheduled later in the day. Inspite of the unpredicted
and rather unseasonal expectation of the Nor’easter that
followed that day, 13 pints were gathered and these were
13 more than what we started with. So, in many ways, a
net gain for the Knights & the American Red Cross.

The Knights of Columbus and the American Red Cross
were not defeated by ‘mother nature’, not by any
stretch of the imagination. We have just begun and we
will have more blood drives in the future. I thank the
Red Cross and their personnel for venturing out this day
and for their dedication to this all-important task of
keeping the blood banks filled.

Fraternally,
Pete Grice
Event Director, Blessed Mother Seton Council

Knights of Columbus
Red Cross Blood Drive

On November 18, 2011, Council 11671 hosted an
Appreciation Dinner for those who participated at the
Tank Pull event held last June 26, 2011 in Clifton, NJ.  We
presented a $55,000 check to Mike Johnson of the
Wounded Warriors Project.  Over the last two years since
we have held this event, the Knights of Columbus were
able to collect a quarter of a million dollars worth of
cash, goods, and services.

Fraternally,
PGK Carlos Roco
St. Philip The Apostle Council 11671

Tank Pull Appreciation Dinner

Pictured (l-r): St. Philip The Apostle Council 11671 GK Jack
Jaeger, DD Ray Lill, Mike Johnson of WWP, Tank Pull Chairman
John V. Hughes, PSD Herb Meyer, and State Treasurer Bruce
DeMolli.

Degree of Patriotism
On October 23rd in
Haledon, fifty-one
Third Degree Knights
received the honors
for the Fourth Degree,
The Degree of
Patriotism.

Fraternally,
Neal McGarrity

Fourth Degree Exemplification

Pride in Our Priests

State Warden Robert Hatler; State Chaplain Most Rev. Charles
McDonnel (aux Bishop of Newark Retired); State Treasurer
Bruce DeMolli; Most Rev. Arthur Serratelli, Bishop of Paterson;
Most Rev. William Skurla, Eparchy of Passaic (Byzantine Rite);
Most Rev. Frank Rodimer (Bishop of Paterson Retired); State
Deputy Daniel Rossi.

On November 21, 2011, the Paterson Federation held its
annual Pride in Our Priests dinner at La Neve’s
Restaurant in Haledon. Clergy from the Paterson Diocese
were in attendance as well as four Bishops and Past and
Present State Officers.

Fraternally,
Frank La Sala, FDD
Paterson Federation Advisor
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The Lyndhurst Knights of
Columbus Council 2396 recently
donated $150 worth of Old
Navy Gift Cards to the NYC-
based Sisters of Life, a religious
community of women founded
in 1991 for the protection and
enhancement of the sacredness
of every human life. The com-
munity, which helps so many
mothers-to-be and their new-
borns, was founded by John

Cardinal O’Connor, and is historically supported by the
Knights of Columbus. After the Knights’ Culture of Life
Chairperson Joseph Shinnick directed the Lyndhurst
Council to become more involved with the Sisters of Life
Mission, Grand Knight Tim Suter suggested that the
Council coordinate a Baby Bottle Campaign in
Lyndhurst’s Sacred Heart Church from Mothers’ Day
through Fathers’ Day of this year. “We received almost
$600 from the generous hearts of Sacred Heart’s parish-
ioners in the returned baby bottles,” reported Suter. On
top of that, while the Knights were setting up for their
annual Tricky Tray, they were introduced to Our Lady of
Mount Carmel’s Loops For Love, a local organization of
women who donate their time crocheting various items
such as baby blankets and baby hats for various charita-
ble causes. After a brief discussion with Shinnick and
Suter, the members of Loops for Love decided to donate
a large number of crocheted items to the Sisters of Life
as well. “My wife Donna and I have joyfully worked with
the Sisters of Life for a number of years,” explained
Shinnick, “and the money, gift cards and crocheted items
will certainly have a very positive impact on the lives of
so many mothers-to-be and their newborns.”

Pictured awarding both the Knights of Columbus Council
2396’s and Loops For Love’s donations are (l to r) the
Knight’s Culture of Life Chairperson Joseph Shinnick and
the Sisters of Life’s Sister Bridgette.

For more information on Lyndhurst Knights of Columbus
membership, email knights2396@hotmail.com or contact
the Sacred Heart Rectory at (201) 438-1147. For more
information on Loops For Love, contact Nancy Naddeo 
at (201) 906-3950 or email loops4love@comcast.net. 
For more information on the Sisters of Life, call 
(914) 968-8094 between 9:30-12 noon, 2:30-4:30pm,
Mon-Thurs and Sat.

Photo courtesy of Donna Shinnick/Knights of Columbus
2396

Fraternally,
Joseph Shinnick

Knights of Columbus Sisters of
Life Donation

This past weekend Nov
27th and 28th, the
Secaucus Knights of
Columbus Council 12769
collected one hundred and
twenty five trays of cooked
food in their annual “Take
a Pan Drive.” The Take a
Pan Drive started in the
council five years ago to
help the local shelters who
had seen an increase in
meals served on
Thanksgiving Day. The
concept is the council

Grand Knight asks his members and parishioners of the
parish to take a tray home with them, if they can, and if
they have anything left over from Thanksgiving or if they
can cook a little extra at a meal before they come to Mass
the following Sunday, the knights will take the proceeds
and deliver to the local facilities in Hudson County and
southern Bergen County to give the cooks a break from
cooking on Sunday evening. This year proceeds which
weighed in around 1500 pounds of cooked meats, vegeta-
bles, pastas and deserts went to The Hoboken Homeless
Shelter, St. Lucy’s and Hope House in Jersey City and The
Franciscan Community Development Center in Fairview.
The knights also received over four hundred dollars in
donations and gift cards which they purchased paper
products for the meals and gave the remaining monies to
local food pantries to purchase items needed.

Fraternally,
Neal McGarrity

In the picture Knights Robert,
Mike and Alex along with
Alex’s daughter Jennifer deliv-
ering food in Jersey City.
Missing is Alex’s wife Menthie.

Secaucus Knights 
Help the Less Fortunate

Fraternally,
Sergio Villegas

Virgen Peregrina Santa Maria
de Guadalulpe Prayer Program



The Cavalcade
PAGE 11

Worthy Master. Worthy DD, and Worthy Past Chapter President
Chet Kulak; Worthy PFN, FDD, Past Chapter President Michael
Zdanowski; Worthy PGK George Heffernan; Worthy Field Agent
Tony Petto; Worthy Sir Knight Ted Delbo; Worthy FN, Worthy
FDD, Worthy Past Chapter President Pete Donchak; Worthy
PGK, Worthy DD Joe Melillo. (kneeling) Worthy GK Bob
Rushnak and Worthy Sir Knight Tony Muscent.

Hopewell Council 7103

On October 1,
Jesus the Lord
Council 12232
held it annual
Past Grand
Knights Dinner.
The dinner was
attended by over
sixty people. This
year the council
honored

Reverend Kenneth W. Ekdahl who is the Pastor of Jesus
the Lord Church in Keyport, NJ. Fr. Ken was presented
with a plaque by Grand Knight Wayne Szaro commemo-
rating the 20th anniversary of his ordination to the
priesthood. Fr. Ken is a big supporter of Jesus the Lord
Council and the Knights of Columbus. He served as
Grand Knight in 2005 and is currently the council’s
Chaplin. Congratulations and thank you Fr. Ken for all
you do for our Parish and Council.

Fraternally,
Wayne Szaro
Grand Knight 12232

Jesus the Lord Council 
Honors Pastor

The New Jersey Knights
of Columbus Motorcycle
Ministry presented the
New Jersey Special
Olympics with a donation
of $5,000. This past sum-
mer the ministry held its
second annual motorcycle
poker run to benefit the
Special Olympics. The ride
took place on a beautiful
sunny day and more than
70 riders from all over
and from all sorts of
groups followed the 72

mile course which led them through Monmouth and
Ocean counties. The ride ended at Mary Queen of the
Knights Council in Neptune City where food and drink,
music and vendors awaited them. The State Council con-
tributed a portion of the funds so the amount could be
rounded up to the $5,000 level. Pictured presenting the
check to Sue Parsons of the NJ Special Olympics is Ralph
Kinnick, event chairman, as State President Jim Stoever
looks on.

Fraternally,
Jim Stoever

Motorcycle Ministry 

In September members of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Council 3644 in Wallington held a parish respect life
drive in support of the Lighthouse Pregnancy Resource
Center in Hackensack. Members stood outside of church
at each Mass and with the support of the pastor they
collected $1100. The Lighthouse Pregnancy Center is the
facility that councils in the Archdiocese of Newark sup-
ported along with support from the Supreme and State
Council last year to buy a 3D sonogram machine.

Fraternally,
Bob Hatler

Lighthouse Center for Life

Hopewell Council 7103 presented PGK George Heffernan
with his Knight of the Month Award in front of over 300
parishioners at St. Charles Boromeo Church in Skillman,
NJ. Many were on hand to demonstrate their support for
George, and to share what it means to be a member of
the Knights of Columbus.

Fraternally,
Bob Rushnak, GK 7103

Pictured presenting the check to Debbie Prontiger Executive
Director of Lighthouse and Lynda Ugwu, Director of the Center
is GK Deacon Victor Puzio of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Council.
Also in attendance were State Warden Robert Hatler, PSD Herb
Meyer and center sonogram nurse technician Marisa Nitti.
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS FEBRUARY 1, 2012.
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The Benedict XV
Council 2355,
Cliffside Park, NJ
under the
Chairmanship of
Past Grand Knight
Giuseppi “Joe”
Tasca distributes
20 turkeys to 5

Local parishes for Thanksgiving. Joe has been Chairman
of this charitable program for over 20 years and to this
date has distributed over 400 turkeys. Joe with the coop-
eration of Shop Rite stores insures that the needy of
Bergen and Hudson Counties have a fitting Thanksgiving
meal in these tough times. Joe remains an active mem-
ber of the council and is also the Chairman of the Roses
for Life.

Vincent deLhery
Grand Knight
Benedict XV Council 2355
Cliffside Park, NJ

Turkey Donations
Brother Knights
from Father John P.
Wessel Council 6530
of St. Joan of Arc
Parish in Marlton, NJ
taught the CCD
classes at St. Joan of
Arc School’s
Religious Education
Department. CCD

classes help prepare the parish youths in receiving vari-
ous Sacraments such as the Sacraments of Penance,
Eucharist and Confirmation. These Sacraments prepare
our youth in practicing and living their Catholic faith
throughout adulthood. The 8th Grade CCD Classes culmi-
nated with the Confirmation ceremony on November 17,
2011 officiated by Rev. Fr. Douglas Freer of Trenton
Diocese assisted by Msgr. Richard LaVerghetta and Ref.
Fr. Michael Wallack of SJA Parish.

Fraternally,
Eduardo Fuentecilla

Confirmation Ceremony


