
The CavalCade
Official Publication

of the

New Jersey

state Council

Knights of Columbus

December 2019

INsIDe thIs Issue:

state Deputy’s

Message 2

General Program

Director’s Message 2

Membership

Chairman’s 

Message 3

Culture of Life

Director’s Message 4

Coats for Kids 8

Nativity Créche        9

Mass for Life          11

Volume LXI 

No. 2

Knights of Columbus
Honors D-Day Vet  

Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the Hills Council 5959, along with State

Deputy Vinnie Tavormina, presented a plaque to 4th Degree member

Frank DeVita for his valiant service in the Coast Guard during the D-Day

landings in WWII, at a Council Meeting in Martinsville on November 13
th
.

Frank, who was 19 at the time, was in charge of dropping and raising the

ramp on the Higgins Boats, the landing craft that ferried the men from

their ships to the beaches of Normandy. He made 15 trips in all to Omaha

Beach that day and what he saw and experienced was chronicled in the

June issue of Columbia Magazine. Frank also did an interview with NBC’s

Tom Brokaw on the 70
th

anniversary of D-Day, detailing his harrowing

experience on that day. We all owe Frank a debt of gratitude for his ser-

vice and courage.

Pictured above from left to right are: Vinnie Tavormina, State Deputy;

Frank DeVita; Vince Scafuto, Grand Knight of Council 5959; Bob Gray,

District Deputy; and Dan Germaine, District Warden.
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General Program DirectorState Deputy
Brother Knights, 

As a member of the Knights of Columbus, I cannot
help but think about all the great works the Knights do
for the Church and our Community.  One of our holiest
holiday’s (Christmas) has just passed and we have all
celebrated the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

As Knights, we continue to work towards improving
our Order and the Catholic Church and we do this
through our Programs and continual recruitment of
new members.  As I have always stated Membership
Drives Programs and Programs Drive Membership.    

With half of the fraternal year over, we should be half
way to our goal of the Columbian Award.  Every
Council should be striving to attain the Star Council
Award, and the Columbian Award is part of this goal.
The Columbian Award demonstrates that your
Council is achieving excellence in service programs.
Since you developed a plan in July about how to
attain the Columbian Award, there should be no rea-
son not to.  I recommend that you develop and com-
plete (on paper) your Columbian Award Application
and then work through the year to fulfill this plan.  

Now that the Faith in Action Program model has been
active for the past year and a half, we should be get-
ting more comfortable with the programs and activi-
ties.  However, it is important to remember that we
need to use the following to make sure our FIA pro-
grams remain successful.  

Involving your Pastor.

Remember that one of the initial requirements for
most of the FIA programs is for your GK to meet with
and discuss the program plans with your Pastor.  This
allows the Pastor to become more involved in the
Council and gets him to provide needed support.  Our
goal is always to involve our parish and community.

Picking and utilizing a strong Council Program
Director:

A strong Council Program 
Director can make the 
difference in your Council’s 
efforts to achieve the 
Columbian Award.  Make 
sure you have the right man 
for the job in place.

Timely Reporting:

I cannot emphasize enough 
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(continued on page 3)
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Brother Knights,

Vivat Jesus! And a very Happy, Holy, and Healthy New
Year to you.

Well, did you blink? Can you believe that 6 months has
gone by already? One half of the Fraternal Year!!
These past 6 months, though, have been very fruitful
and rewarding. Every time I see or hear about some-
thing that a Council or Assembly did, I am gratified
that we, as an organization, can affect so many lives
and effect so much change for the good. The State
Officers and our team of Directors and Chairman are
very grateful for what you’ve been able to accomplish.    

Just to recap some of what you did these last six
months. After a slow start to the Fraternal Year, mem-
bership is up around 10% over last year at this time.
And Online Membership continues to be a great boom
for membership in New Jersey, as we are among the
leading jurisdictions nationwide. A few weeks ago,
Tamara and I, along with State Advocate Jim Sweeney
and his wife, Eileen, were privileged to take part in a
Coats for Kids distribution at the Cathedral in
Paterson. Over 350 coats were distributed to inner city
boys and girls. And Regina Mundi Council 3969 in
Clifton just donated $20,000 to Several Sources
Shelters so they could purchase a van for their mobile
ultrasound!

But, we have more to do. Grand Knights, you need to
keep developing the Faith in Action programs. Have
you met with your Pastors yet to ask him how your
Council can help him in his Parish? If not, why not?
Now is the time to do it. Unfortunately, not every
Pastor is 100% pro-Knight. But, most of the ones that
aren’t are on the fence, not sure who we are and what
we are all about. But by meeting with him and dis-
cussing the Faith in Action programs with him, you
can change his thinking and gain an important ally.
One that will help your Council immensely.

On the subject of programs, the second half of the
Fraternal Year brings a various amount of things you
can do, some of which are:
the Free Throw competition, 
Intellectual Disabilities and 
Alzheimers Drives, Spelling 
Bee and Council Poster 
Contest. Some others are: 
writing letters to our troops
overseas, or visiting our 
Veterans at a local VA 
hospital. With Lent
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State Membership Chairman
Brother Knights, 

As a member of the Knights of Columbus, I cannot
help but think about all the great works the Knights do
for the Church and our Community.  One of our holiest
holiday’s (Christmas) has just passed and we have all
celebrated the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

As Knights, we continue to work towards improving
our Order and the Catholic Church and we do this
through our Programs and continual recruitment of
new members.  As I have always stated Membership
Drives Programs and Programs Drive Membership.    

With half of the fraternal year over, we should be half
way to our goal of the Columbian Award.  Every
Council should be striving to attain the Star Council
Award, and the Columbian Award is part of this goal.
The Columbian Award demonstrates that your
Council is achieving excellence in service programs.
Since you developed a plan in July about how to
attain the Columbian Award, there should be no rea-
son not to.  I recommend that you develop and com-
plete (on paper) your Columbian Award Application
and then work through the year to fulfill this plan.  

Now that the Faith in Action Program model has been
active for the past year and a half, we should be get-
ting more comfortable with the programs and activi-
ties.  However, it is important to remember that we
need to use the following to make sure our FIA pro-
grams remain successful.  

Involving your Pastor.

Remember that one of the initial requirements for
most of the FIA programs is for your GK to meet with
and discuss the program plans with your Pastor.  This
allows the Pastor to become more involved in the
Council and gets him to provide needed support.  Our
goal is always to involve our parish and community.

Picking and utilizing a strong Council Program
Director:

A strong Council Program 
Director can make the 
difference in your Council’s 
efforts to achieve the 
Columbian Award.  Make 
sure you have the right man 
for the job in place.

Timely Reporting:

I cannot emphasize enough 
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Dear Brothers,

Hopefully everyone has had a Merry Christmas and a
Healthy and Happy New Year. 

As we finished out the first half of the fraternal year,
we stand at 811 new members, which is about 38%
of the quota set by supreme. I was hoping to be
closer to 50%.  We held our Mid-Year DD meeting the
first weekend of December and are in the process of
holding the Mid-Year GK meetings in January. We
have changed the format for these meetings and are
giving all an opportunity to ask questions. 

One item that was presented at the meetings was the
Church Delta Drive. This is a new and exciting way to
gain new members at Mass. This has been a great
success for the few councils that have tried it. We no
longer stand in the back of the church trying to hand
out pamphlets etc. We now give all parishioners a
prayer card and ask the Mass celebrant to say the
prayer at the end of the Mass acknowledging the
card came from the Knights. This is in conjunction of
the prior weeks where info is placed in the bulletins
with information on the Knights and your council as
well as a small raffle for those who stop and get infor-
mation.  We also ask that when your council holds
any type of program and/or fundraiser you have a
table set up with information about joining our order.
Make every event a Membership Event. 

Our online Membership is approaching the second
year now and has been very successful. We have
brought in over 250 new members. This is still an
easy way for members to join the order and be able
to join a council of their choice after taking their
admission degree. When you ask a person if they are
a member.  One of the biggest things we hear is no
one ever asked me. You can easily give them the web
address which is www.kofc.org/joinus. 

At the beginning of the fraternal year I asked all of you
to bring in one new member. Could you imagine if
each of us brought in one new member. We could
double our number and 
increase the charitable 
work of our order. One of 
the best ways to bring in 
new members is with our 
Programs and activities your
council does. Men are not
looking to go to a meeting 
but would like to help. Ask a
dad to rebound at your 
council free throw 
competition. When you are 
doing work around the 
church ask the other 

parishioners to help you. This gives them a chance to
see what your council does. 

As I have said before the Membership team and I are
here for you. Even if you have a simple questions
please feel free to reach out to me or any member of
the team. 

Vivat Jesus

Chris Duffett, FDD

Membership Director
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State Deputy

approaching, how about Friday Stations of the Cross,
or organizing a Rosary Hour for your Knights AND
parishioners? Since we are a huge Pro-Life organiza-
tion, please don’t forget about the March for Life in
DC. If that’s too far or not practical, try the Rally for
Life locally in Trenton. This is our chance, as strong
Catholics, to say NO to the legislators on the issue of
abortion. And, don’t forget other programs like the
Policeman, Fireman, and EMT awards; Knight of the
Month/Year; and Family of the Month/Year.  All you
have to do is look at the pages in this book to see the
good that some of our Councils are doing.        

Thanks to the efforts of the Past State Deputies, New
Jersey has been one of the better jurisdictions in the
Order when it comes to all the good we do, and we
had a very productive and rewarding first half of the
year. Brothers, I am challenging you, each and every
Grand Knight and your members, to step up your
efforts going forward. When we convene in Wildwood
for the State Convention in May, I want to see a
record number of Councils being cited and given
awards for all their hard work and dedication. You can
do it! And, we’re here to help. We have a very com-
petent team of State Officers, Directors, and
Chairmen. All you need to do is ask. Help is only a
phone call or email away.

I sincerely hope you and your families had a Blessed
and Joyous Christmas and, from Tamara and I, hop-
ing your New Year brings all the Peace, Joy, Health,
and Happiness possible.

Thank you for all you do, and God Bless you and your
families.                 

Vincent Tavormina, 

State Deputy

(continued from page 2)
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Brothers:

Sad to say, our religious freedoms continue to
come under attack. This time last year,
Democratic Senators Kamala Harris (California)
and Mazie Hirono (Hawaii) challenged the faith of
a nominee to the federal bench. They attacked
our Order as “an all-male society” that “opposed
a woman’s right to choose” and was against
“marriage equality.” They even went so far as to
ask him if he would quit the group if he was con-
firmed “to avoid any appearance of bias!”

Unfortunately, things have not gotten any better.
Lawsuits brought by the ACLU and other anti-reli-
gious rights organizations continue in an attempt
to force their views on others by threatening to
bankrupt them with the cost of litigation. The
ACLU has even been heard to say, “Go after the
Christians; they won’t fight back.” Well Brothers,
we must fight back!

Blaine Adamson, the owner of the Hands On
Originals Print Shop in Lexington, Kentucky, was
approached by a Gay and Lesbian Services
Organization to print t-shirts for their Gay Pride
festival. He declined due to his Christian beliefs
but offered to connect them with another printer
who would create the shirts for the same price
that he would have charged. The group had the
shirts printed elsewhere, then filed a discrimina-
tion complaint against Adamson with a local
human rights commission! He lost a lot of busi-
ness and several long-time customers due to the
media frenzy that followed.

Fortunately, an organization called the Alliance
Defending Freedom stepped forward and repre-
sented him for free to fight the lawsuit. They won
at trial, and then again when the LGBT group
appealed. They are now awaiting a decision by
the Kentucky Supreme Court. What is even more
fortunate is that the
ADF has done this
many times and is suc-
cessful 75 to 80% of
the time and have had
54 Supreme Court vic-
tories!

They defend religious
freedom in 5 key areas:
Freedom to Act on
Your Beliefs, Freedom

to Express Your Beliefs Publicly, Freedom of
Churches to Speak, Freedom to Speak and
Practice Faith in Schools and on University
Campuses, and Freedom of Religion for
Members of the Military.

But, just like a free ultrasound isn’t really free, it
takes money for ADF to do what it does, and they
have come to us for help. In doing so, they have
given us an amazing opportunity to take up arms
against the ACLU and their ilk and defend our reli-
gious freedoms from attack! The State Council
has led the charge with a $5,000 donation, but if
every active council in the state donated $100,
we could add another $33,000! Imagine all the
good that could be done with that money and the
impact that it could have. Once these groups
realize that the other side is indeed fighting back,
and are winning the vast majority of the time,
maybe they will think twice about continuing!

So make a donation of at least $100 or, better yet,
hold a fundraiser and raise even more. Give your
fellow Catholics and those of other faiths in your
community an opportunity to fight back by
attending and  donating. For information on how
to make a donation, go to:
www.adflegal.org/donate

Let this country know that people of faith will fight
back!

Vivat Jesus!

Steven J. Richardson, FM
Culture of Life Programs Director

Culture of Life Programs Director
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how important it is to file the appropriate reports
with Supreme and the State.  We are here to help
you succeed, but we cannot do that if we do not
know where you are and what you have accom-
plished.

Additionally, all required officers must complete
the Safe Environment Program.  While the focus
of the program is to protect our youth, it is also
there to protect your Council.  Please make sure
you have all the requirements completed by those
that need to complete them.  If you need clarifi-
cation, the Council’s Grand Knight can go on
Armitus and determine your Councils status.

With the beginning of the year comes the Grand
Knight Mid-Term Meetings.  Again, this year we
will bring the information to you.  My team and I
are here to help so bring your questions and con-
cerns to the meeting and we will do our best to
guide you. Important information presented at the
meetings will be available on the State Website
www.njkofc.org.

Here are a few of the current and upcoming pro-
grams for your calendar: Free Throw Contest,
Spelling Bee Contest, Bowling Tournament, and
“Keep Christ before Us” Easter and Communion
books. Also, remember to submit nominations
now for Family of the Month/Year, Knight of the
Month/Year, Chaplain of the Year, Police Officer,
Firefighter, and/or EMT of the Year, Teacher of the
Year, and Senior Citizen of the Year. We all know
who these heroes are, so nominate and, most
importantly, recognize them! See the State
Council's website for the GK Handbook, for fur-
ther details on these and many more programs.

In closing, the NJ State Council General Program
Team and I, along with our families, hope you all
had a Blessed Christmas and extend our best
wishes and prayers for a happy, healthy, and suc-
cessful New Year. 

God bless you for all you do for our Order and the
Catholic Church. 

Vivat Jesus! 
Fraternally, 

Scott Williams, FDD
NJ State Program Director

General Programs 
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(cont. from page 2) Trivia Night
The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus, Council
#6203 held their 12th Annual “Trivia Night” Fundraiser
at the South Plainfield Senior Center on November
2nd.

Thirteen teams  and over 90 people attended this
great fundraiser and over $3,000 was raised and all
proceeds will be donated to the Middlesex County
Make A Wish Foundation.

The Teams were asked 10 questions from 10 cate-
gories and whichever team answers the most ques-
tions correctly, wins.

In one of the closest trivia night battles in history, 4
teams were 4 points away from each other.
“Sherlock & the Homies won the title with 73 points,
coming in 2nd place was “Monday Night Royals” with
72 points and coming in 3rd place was “DLTS” with
71 points.

Team members of the 1st place team Sherlock &
Homies were – Amy, Cheryl, Jeff and Carol.  

Selvi Vasudevan a representative from the
Middlesex County Make A Wish Foundation attend-
ed the event and talked about where all of the
money raised goes with helping children with their
wishes. Grand Knight Joe Wilkowski presented
Selvui with a check for $6,500 from proceeds from
last years event.

The following Knights helped out: Bill Butrico, Tom
Pollock were the Judges and A VERY BIG Thank You
goes out fellow Knight of the Year Charlie Butrico
who wrote all the questions and was also Master of
Ceremonies.

This event has become very popular; please look for
the next time it is held. It is a great time and a great
fundraiser, in the past 12 years the Knights have
donated over $40,000 to the Make A Wish
Foundation.
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Mums Sale

PARISH APPRECIATION BREAKFAST FEATURE FIRST RESPONDERS 
St. Jude Council #12092 in Bellmawr, NJ, hosted a parish appreciation breakfast on Sunday, 
November 17, 2019. This event included an invitation to the Boro of Bellmawr First Responders. 
Members of the Police and Fire Departments as well as the EMTs enjoyed the breakfast and 
talking to the parishioners. In addition, the event was publicized on the evening news by the local 
ABC affiliate and resulted in recruiting 3 new members. 
 

 
Members of Council 12092 in Bellmawr serve breakfast to parishioners 

Coats for Kids
On November 22

nd
, the Bishop Edward T. Hughes

Knights of Columbus Council 15540 donated 48 new

winter coats to Readington Township Housing and

Social Services in support of Coats for Kids.  Pictured

with at the Readington Township Municipal building 

(from left to right) are Financial Secretary Frank

Renda, Christine Dey,  and Tom & Patricia Monroe.

First Responders Breakfast
St. Jude Council #12092 in Bellmawr, NJ, hosted

a parish appreciation breakfast on Sunday,

November 17, 2019. This event included an invi-

tation to the Boro of Bellmawr First Responders.

Members of the Police and Fire Departments as

well as the EMTs all of whom enjoyed the break-

fast and talking to the parishioners. In addition,

the event was publicized on the evening news

by the local ABC affiliate and resulted in recruit-

ing 3 new members.

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council
#6203 held their annual Keystone Residents
Christmas party on December 18

th
. The Keystone

Community has been in South Plainfield for many
years. Director Ray Fantusi and the whole Keystone
staff do a great job supporting Mentally Handicapped
People to give them a better way of life.

Over 100 Keystone Residents & workers packed the
Knights hall and enjoyed a great Christmas dinner
and desserts. The residents also received a special
visit from Santa who delivered gifts to the residents.

A great big thank you has to go out to the following
Knights and volunteers who supported this great
event – Father John Alvarado, Grand Knight Joe
Wilkowski, Bill Thomas, Tom Frantz, Carmen
Sylvester, Mike and Michaella Butrico, Robert Smith,
Tom Walsh, Jack Scrudato, Tony Wargacki, Tom
Berry, Bill McDonough, Robbie and Madison Matusz,
Kevin Keane, Neil Towey, Steve Belanger, Rob
Richkus, Walter & Richard Adenue, Anthony Pella,
Kathleen Graziano as well Squire Member Dominick
Faustini and youths Alexa Pereira, Maryann Fuschetti
and Samantha Droge.

A special thanks to Brother Knight Max Waldrop for
his support in playing Santa and to Bill and Kathy
Thomas who donate all of the gifts and Joe Scrudato
who donates all the food to the Keystone residents
every year.

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus have been
hosting the Keystone residents for a Christmas party
for over 35 years.

Co-Organizers for this event are Knights Bill Thomas
and Joe Scrudato.

The CavalCade
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During the weekend of November 23-25, St. Joseph
Council #3402 of the Knights of Columbus, Keyport,
NJ was able to secure a donation from Cathay Home,
Inc., NY, NY of 1,061 winter comforters.

The council reached out to other councils in the
Bayshore Area to help distribute them over a 2-1/2
day period! Comforters were distributed also in
Northern NJ and the Bronx, NY.

Arrangements to receive the comforters were done by
the Grand Knight; John Gaffney, coordinating the dis-
tribution: William Horton, Jr. and sorting out and
recording where they went Deputy Grand Knight
Wayne Szaro.

What a better way to start the holiday season then to
help people in need!

On December 14th, The Knights of Columbus hosted a
ceremonial Blessing of the Créche on the grounds of
the State House in Trenton. This annual event is spon-
sored by the Trenton Federation, coordinated by
Jerry Iacona, and this year a new Créche with a new
Nativity scene was erected by the members of Council
355 in Trenton and Council 7333 in Allentown. 

The Créche was Blessed by Fr. Michael Wallack and
Rev. Msgr. James Innocenzi. Our State Officers, the 4th

Degree Honor Guard and many members attended, as
well as the public.

One passerby, Tim Teacher, a Baptist from South
Carolina, sat down on a step across the street and
watched the ceremony, commenting “I have passed
this crèche and seen the figures for years, but never
saw the ceremony before,” Teacher said. “I enjoyed it.
We need diversity [of faith] in this city.”.

Comforter Collection

Mums Sale

The Knights of Columbus Queen of Peace
Council #3428 held the Ninth Annual First Baby
Born on Christopher Columbus Day October 12,
2019 at Clara Maass Medical Center in Belleville,
New Jersey.

It has been my privilege to be Chairman for this
special program since it started. I would like to
introduce Baby Dania, her weight was 5 lbs. 6
ozs, Dania was 18.5 inches long and was born at
5:04 PM. All the members of Council #3428 all
voted for me to present a $100.00 gift card from
Target to Dania. Mom and Dad were very excited.
A special Thank You to Mr. Javier Alvarez Director
of Patient Relations, Ms. Tania Manago and
Joseph Wojtecki Assistant Directors of Patient
Relations.

Columbus Day Baby

Page 9
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Manger Ranger
The Our Lady of Peace Council #9199 of Fords, NJ
for many years has had a group of dedicated brothers
known affectionally as the “Manger Rangers”.  The
Rangers’ “Commander” is brother Ken Howley.
Every December for the last 30 years, they gather on
a Saturday to erect the parish’s Manger and “Keep
Christ in Christmas” sign.  This year, they met on
Saturday, Dec 14, 2019.

This year, due to excessive wear and tear the Church
purchased a new Manger and all new stable figures.
Adding a touch of history, the new Manger was erect-
ed on the flattened roof of the old Manger.  Since the
new stable figures were somewhat lightweight, broth-
er Rich Fetzer took charge of securing the Manger
and all the figures to old Manger’s roof.  The photo
shows the new Manger and figures.  The Rangers will
meet again in January to disassemble and store the
Manger.  

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
On September 21, 2019 St. Joseph Council #3402 Knights of Columbus with the help of the Columbian Auxiliary
conducted a Fundraiser for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. There were over 300 people who came out to sup-
port this event with a barbecue and refreshments served.

A Silent Auction with over 275 baskets, 50/50, Raffle, etc. was conducted during the day raising $20,480.00.

On October 20th, a Breast Cancer Awareness Walk 
was conducted through the Borough of Keyport to 
the Council Building with the help of the Borough's 
Police and Fire Departments followed by refresh-     
ments with a presentation of checks to "Breast 
Cancer Intentions" and Facing Our Risk of 
Cancer Empowered". Both groups were presented 
checks in the amount of $8,863.90 each.

“One on One”
The Our Lady of Peace Knights of Columbus Council
#9199 of Fords, NJ sponsors a group of individuals
who have special needs called “One on One”.  The
One on One has been in existence for 41 years and
the Knights have sponsored and supported this
group for 33 years.  Recently, the One on One held
their annual Christmas party which included a visit
from Santa.  The event was a huge success as Santa
delivered a great batch of One on One baseball styled
shirts.  The room was filled with happy participants as
Christmas music floated through the air.  The crowd
grew to well near 100 happy people. 

One on One Coordinator Ken Howley expressed his
pride in being associated with this program and
wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  Ken went on to
give thanks to all the volunteers who work the year
round on behalf of the clients.  He also gave special
thanks to Our Lady of Peace K of C & Edison K of C
Councils for raising the funds every April that are nec-
essary to run the program.  
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS MARCH 15, 2020.
Please share this copy of The Cavalcade with a Brother Knight.

Download a copy of The Cavalcade from our web site: www.njkofc.org.
Please forward all Cavalcade articles to:

Ron Kist, Jr. c/o Otis Graphics Inc., 290 Grant Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
E-mail: printing@otisgraphics.com 201-438-7120 Fax 201-438-5546

Mass for Life
On Saturday, October 19, 2019, the Monmouth
County Chapter and the St. James/ St. Anthony
525 Council hosted a “Mass for Life” at 8:00 A.M.
at St. James Church on Broad Street in Red Bank
where 9 local priests came together to con-cele-
brate the “Mass for Life.”  Msgr. Philip Lowery was
most helpful in planning this wonderful Holy Mass
that was attended by 479 Pro-Life Catholics.
Father Richard Osborn, Parochial Vicar at Saint
Mary, Mother of God in Middletown and Chaplain
of the Monmouth County Right to Life in the
Diocese of Trenton delivered a beautiful homily
about Pro-Life.

After the Mass, many gathered in the St. James
Parking Lot to process a “March for Life” to the
Planned Parenthood Facility on Newman-Springs
Road in Shrewsbury where 311 people gathered in
the front and back of the facility to Pray the Rosary
for unborn children in the womb and their families.

These events were the culmination of a statewide
effort (which is still going) to show the move,
Unplanned, at as many NJ parishes as possible to
educate people as to what really goes on at
Planned Parenthood facilities throughout the coun-
try.  And, who better to tell that story than the
former award-winning PP Clinic Director Abby
Johnson?

On Wednesday, November 13, 2019, State
Secretary, James E. Stoever, and his wife, Marlene;
Immediate Past State Deputy, Robert E. Hatler, and
his wife, Maryann; PSD Daniel Rossi (Supreme
Director) and his wife, Alyce; State Warden, Russell
D. Petrocelli, and his wife, Elizabeth; and District
Deputy Colin P. Casey, and his wife, Barbara, all
attended the NJ Family Alliance Gala Dinner
Banquet  where Abby Johnson was the Award
Recipient and the Keynote Speaker.  Abby deliv-
ered a memorable keynote address and now has
many more advocates of her work!
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St. Joseph Council recently presented a check for $2,489 to Jeffrey Mattson, Executive
Director of the ARC of Hunterdon County.  The check represents the proceeds of the
Knights’ annual collection to support people with intellectual disabilities conducted at St.
Joseph Parish, High Bridge, and at the ShopRite in Franklin Township, Hunterdon
County.  The council, has been an ardent supporter of ARC since 1991, and has raised
in excess of $105,000. for that program.  The local Knights’ program is part of the frater-
nal organization’s nationwide effort to support people with intellectual disabilities.

Mattson thanked the Knights for their continued support adding that the contributions
from St. Joseph Council and other Knights councils in Hunterdon County are important
support for the successful programs of the ARC which seeks to “empower individuals
experiencing intellectual and developmental disabilities to live and work in the commu-
nity on their own terms as proud, vital members of society.” 

Left-Right – Grand Knight 

Mario Bernardo, ARC

Director Jeffrey Mattson,

and St. Joseph Council

Community Director James

McCloskey. (Photo by Steve

Bauernfeind)  




