
 

   
     

 

 

 



 

  

 

     Vinnie and I first met in May of 2013.  We 

were in Wildwood for the upcoming New Jersey 

State Convention. Due to the resignation of the 

state officer from the Metuchen Diocese, Vinnie 

was selected to succeed him. As I was being 

presented for consideration as State Warden, 

Vinnie was presented as State Advocate.  My 

first impression of him was that he was a 

humble and easy going man.  When we were 

speaking privately he said several times of his 

nomination “I don't know why they asked me, 

I'm just a Former District Deputy”. That in itself 

proved to be who Vinnie was for the 8 years I 

knew him. Quiet, unassuming, humble but 

confident. 

     As we both were new to the State Council 

chairs we referred to each other as “newbie”, 

always with a smile. Recognizing that I had 

several years of experience holding a Director 

position for each State Deputy beginning with 

Jim White, Vinnie would ask for guidance on 

things as they came up the first couple of years 

he was an officer. This period of adjustment 

didn't last long as he was very astute and 

capable of assessing situations, grasping the 

intent behind them and applying common sense 

to work them out. Over time he grew more 

comfortable with his leadership role for 

Metuchen and became well respected in his 

diocese as well as the entire state. When he was 

nominated to become our State Deputy in 2019 

he was, by all accounts, ready for the role. 

     Having had the opportunity to remember him 

since his passing, the image of him that always 

comes to mind is of him laughing and sharing a 

smile. We laughed together about so many 

things we'd seen or heard, and each other, that 

he became a dear friend.  Vinnie was a kind but 

firm man who was dedicated to his family, his 

friends, and to his faith. His passion for 

protecting the unborn is well known and is a 

part of the legacy that he leaves behind.  The 

void that is now with us will not be filled any 

time soon. I was honored to have him as a 

friend. 

Jim Stoever, State Secretary 

 

     From my perspective as State 

Chaplain, Vinnie was a man who 

suffered much in the loss of his wife 

Elaine, who he loved so dearly, and was 

a man who truly loved his family and 

had a deep, abiding love for our Order 

and our Brother Knights. 

     He suffered many health problems as 

our State Deputy, first with his eyes, 

then a severe fall which broke his leg 

and wrist, and ultimately, he succumbed 

to the Covid virus. 

     Standing by his side at all times was 

the gift God gave him in the love of 

Tamara, who helped him during his term 

as State Deputy, and supported him 

during his illness. 

     New Jersey Knights have been 

blessed with his leadership, especially 

during these tough, pandemic times. He 

tried his best to maintain the Knights in 

the midst of all these adversities. He 

gave us an example of how to never 

give up and always to be there for our 

Brother Knights. 

     May God give him the gift of Eternal 

Life for his goodness to us, his family, 

and Tamara. 

Bishop Paul Bootkoski 

State Chaplain 



 

 
 

My Brother Knights, one and all, 

Greetings and salutations from the flat 

lands down Jersey. 

When asked to share in a tribute for Vinnie, 

I pondered what memory would be so 

meaningful that all would come to know 

who Vinnie was as a Catholic gentleman 

and a Brother Knight. 

I realized the answer was right I front of me 

from VInnie himself – not a memory 

between us but a memory shared with all of 

the Brother Knights in the state – what 

every State Deputy shares about himself… 

is in his motto… 

 

Patriots Protecting All God’s Children 

 

Nothing else needs to be said 

Requiescat in pace 

Yours in Christ, Friendship and Fraternity, 

Raymond Sands 

New Jersey State Treasurer 

     I met Vinnie when I worked as the Program 

Director under PSD Bruce DeMolli. Vinnie was full 

of life and always greeted me with a smile, a firm 

handshake and a “Hey Jim, how ya doing?”  

     Once I became a State Officer, Vinnie kindly 

welcomed me to the team and helped ease me into 

my new role(s). He always referred to me as Jim 2, 

since we already had ‘Jim’ Stoever as a State 

Officer and using last names was out of the 

question. As I got to know him, he loved to work 

with people and enjoyed the personal contact. 

     Vinnie was never a technology person, he really 

disliked Zoom or teleconferences. Frequently I 

would hear him say “I hate Zoom!!!” in response to 

my query on setting up a Zoom conference for 

him. I think it was too impersonal for him and took 

away the one-on-one in person contact that he so 

loved. 

     In all his roles, Vinnie was a champion for Life.   

For every Life organization or cause throughout 

the state, he would offer KoC help or financial 

support. 

     In his term as State Deputy Vinnie overcame 

many obstacles, from his broken ankle/wrist 

injuries to the pandemic closures of group 

meetings. Under his leadership the State Council 

never missed a beat and he lead with strength, 

determination and Faith. 

     Vinnie was always thankful for the support he 

received from the Knights, but he made a special 

point of thanking one person who made him so 

happy and so much of his KoC success possible, 

and that was Tamara. They were inseparable and 

complemented each other very well. They worked 

hard together on the Supreme Convention, State 

Christmas Gatherings and so much more. Eileen 

and I will always remember them dancing the night 

away at so many of our Dinner Dances over the 

years. 

     We will miss you Vinnie as you left a hole in our 

hearts and very big shoes to fill. God Bless you 

Vinnie. 

Jim Sweeney, State Advocate 

 



                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Brothers, 

     Vinnie and I had a running joke that even though 

he graduated from college a year before I was born; 

we had many things in common: a proud Italian 

heritage; a deep love for the NY Yankees; and that we 

were both alum of Seton Hall University (Go Pirates!). 

Vinnie was a man of incredible faith and patriotism 

and, another aspect of commonality – our devotion to 

our families.  The last state retreat we were on 

together, we took a ride in the afternoon to procure 

some libations for later that evening.  I learned more 

about him and his family in that 20 minute drive when 

it was just the two of us alone in the car than in all the 

years that I had the great honor and privilege of 

knowing him. He spoke of his children and 

grandchildren…how he wished I had met his wife 

Elaine because we would have gotten along 

famously…and his love and respect for Tamara. It was 

a humbling experience for me. 

     We broke bread together many times…in my 

house, at my wedding, at Knights functions…and I 

never imagined that I would not have the opportunity 

to say good bye to him. The last time I heard from 

Vinnie was in an email when he told all the state 

officers that the doctor wanted him to go to the 

hospital the next day for treatment and that he would 

be home in a day or two. All the information after that 

point was shared by Tamara until the day that she 

sent us the message that the doctors are trying to 

make him as comfortable as possible. 

     I will miss my friend…I will miss his laugh…I will 

miss how much he hated Zoom meetings and wanted 

to meet in person because he wanted to be in the 

company of people. On a personal level, this loss is 

infinite, but to us as an Order, we should always be 

proud and take stock in the fact that Vincent P. 

Tavormina was a part of our lives. Whether you knew 

him personally or just by the offices he held, do not 

be afraid to talk about him and to tell stories about 

him…that will forever keep his memory and spirit 

alive. 

     During his funeral mass today, there was a cardinal 

at my bird feeder…a visit from a cardinal symbolizes 

that someone who passed away is visiting you.  

Thank you for stopping by, my dear friend, and stop 

by again. God Bless you Vinnie Tavormina! Your work 

for this Order will never be forgotten.   

Vivat Jesus and we love you. 

Russell D. Petrocelli, State Warden 

 

  

Brothers, 

     I really did not know Vinnie until he was elected 

State Advocate in May 2013. He was very friendly, 

with a lot of enthusiasm as a state officer. We came 

to be exceptionally good friends over the next 

seven and a half years. We spent a lot of time on 

the road traveling to different parts of the state for 

meetings and social events and he was eager to 

learn about the different State Officer duties and 

responsibilities.  

     Our time traveling allowed me to know more 

about Vinnie personally and as a Knight. I admired 

him for his dedication to the Army ROTC program 

when he was at Seton Hall and his special love for 

his membership in the Pershing Rifles. I was 

surprised to learn that he attended a “rival” high 

school at St. Mary’s of Elizabeth as I attended St. 

Anthony in Jersey City. He had an exceptionally 

good background with the Knights in Metuchen 

working in different program and membership 

positions and served as a District Deputy.  

     In 2015, Maryann and I were introduced to 

Tamara when Vinnie brought her to a dinner in 

Essex County. (Bet she didn’t know what she was 

getting involved in) but from that time on she was 

by his side at all the many dinners and functions he 

was invited to. She was there at the State and 

Supreme conventions when Vinnie attended. You 

could tell she was someone SPECIAL to him and 

she became a huge supporter of his as he made his 

way through the state chairs.  

     As Vinnie was right behind be in the State 

chairs, we worked together a lot, and he did each 

job well. He represented the Metuchen diocese with 

dignity and respect and was a strong supporter of 

me and the other State Deputies he served with. We 

had may fun times together in Wildwood, Cape 

May, Somerset, St. Louis, and Minneapolis at 

Supreme conventions. I will miss Vinnie a lot! We 

talked regularly whether it was for some guidance 

on a State issue or who was driving to an event or 

dinner we were attending. There is a BIG void in the 

leadership of the Knights in New Jersey and 

Vinnie’s passing is that void. Rest in peace dear 

friend!     

Bob Hatler, PSD 

 



  

 

     While I knew Vinnie previously, it was when I first 

approached him concerning his possible interest in 

becoming a State Officer that I really got to know 

him.  His outstanding performance as a Grand 

Knight and District Deputy gave me indications of 

his potential to step up. As we talked, his sincerity, 

his energy, and his desire to serve the Order really 

impressed me. After learning about his business and 

military experience, I became more convinced. There 

was also unanimity among those I asked about his 

being able to serve as a State Officer. Then, when I 

learned that he too was an avid Yankee fan, I knew 

he was the right person. Well, the latter really did not 

play into the decision, but it gave us another reason 

to become friends. It, along with our love of our 

country, our church and the Knights of Columbus 

and our commitment to the sanctity of life, allowed 

us to share a common bond and build a special 

kinship. Over time, we shared many laughs and good 

times (especially when the Yankees won). I am so 

proud to call him Brother and friend.  

     I regret that I did not have the opportunity to 

serve in State Office with Vinnie, but I have 

developed a great appreciation of his leadership 

style and skills. His experience, organizational skills, 

and commitment served him well for the 

monumental tasks associated with being State 

Deputy. He was a dedicated and enthusiastic Knight 

of Columbus who provided powerful witness to 

Father McGivney’s vision. Vinnie was committed to 

his family, to our church, to serving those in need, 

and to our Order. I am greatly saddened that he was 

not able to complete his term and experience the 

satisfaction of seeing many of his goals come to 

fruition.  

     Alyce and I will always remember Vinnie’s quick 

smile and pleasant demeanor. Although his time was 

cut short, his family can take pride in all that Vinnie 

accomplished during his life and especially in all he 

did for so many years for his beloved Knights. He 

will be missed by all who had the pleasure and good 

fortune to call him their friend. We thank Tamara and 

his family for sharing Vinnie with us. And we 

especially thank Tamara for being there for Vinnie 

and sharing so unselfishly of her time to help Vinnie 

be so successful a leader of the New Jersey Knights 

of Columbus.   

     May Vinnie rest in eternal peace in the loving 

embrace of our Father!  

Love always,  

Alyce and Dan Rossi, Supreme Director, PSD 

 

     I had the honor and privilege to know and work 
with Vinnie since he was elected as State 
Advocate in May 2013 at the same State 
Convention that I was elected as State 
Deputy.  Vinnie took his involvement with the 
Knights of Columbus very seriously and he was a 
truly dedicated leader in the Metuchen Diocese.   
     In the summer of 2013 in my first months as 
State Deputy, I was attending the DD meetings in 
Metuchen; it was evident that Vinnie had the 
attention, cooperation and support of Metuchen 
District Deputies. Vinnie hosted many of those DD 
meetings at his home and always made it a family 
event with a cookout and swimming available for 
the children and those adults willing to take the 
plunge. On the social side, Vinnie was one to 
enjoy a good laugh, watching as his shoulders 
would shake while laughing.  
      Among his early duties as State Advocate, 
Vinnie traveled the state, reviewing new 
guidelines from the Supreme Council on the 
fundamental separation of local councils from 
home associations, where the councils held their 
meetings. Many meeting nights were scheduled to 
which I also traveled and note that Vinnie handled 
his responsibility in this matter very seriously and 
capably.  As Advocate, Vinnie also handled many 
council's issues with assuredness working with 
our State Counsel, Gil Scutti and myself.  
     I left office as State Deputy in June 2015 
knowing that Metuchen was in capable hands 
going forward and that he would be an excellent 
State Deputy when the time would come.   
     From my view as an active Past State Deputy, 
Vinnie continued to perform well in his next 
positions, as State Treasurer and State Secretary 
as he was always interacting well with brother 
state officers.  
      Vinnie was a truly dedicated catholic 
gentleman, he was staunchly a Pro Life champion, 
and true patriot evident with his involvement with 
the Pershing Rifles and the United States Army 
Reserves.  
      In summary, his strong faith, his love of 
country, his kindness, his sense of humor and his 
love for his family and his friends were many of 
his attributes.  
     These are just a few of the things we will 
remember about our friend Vinnie.  He will be 
missed by all of us who knew and loved him.  
Rest in Peace dear friend! 
Andy Lipenta,  
Vice Supreme Master, PSD 

 

 



  

 

    I remember meeting Vinnie for the first time 

when he was elected State Advocate in 2013. I 

was immediately taken in by his warmth and 

humor.  He was honored to be chosen and 

elected as a state officer. In the coming years, 

Vinnie proved to be a highly competent and 

diligent worker. He was a dedicated Knight who 

worked tirelessly to promote the principles and 

works of our order. Vinnie was a pleasure to be 

with. He had a sense of humor and was always 

ready to share a joke. 

     When I was serving as State Deputy, I was 

invited to attend a dinner in Vinnie’s honor.  Since 

the dinner fell on April 1, I decided to tease him. 

When I was called for my comments, I decided to 

have some fun. I began by denying I even knew 

Vinnie or that he was a member of the Knights of 

Columbus. At the end of my speech, I 

congratulated him for deceiving everyone and 

wished him a happy April Fool’s day. He took it 

like a real trooper, and we all had a good laugh. 

     I will always remember Vinnie as a friend you 

could count on. His guidance and friendship will 

be missed.  It was an honor to have known and 

worked with him. 

The Inevitable 

I like the man who faces what he must 
With step triumphant and a heart of cheer; 

Who fights the daily battle without fear; 
Sees his hopes fail, yet keeps unfaltering trust 
That God is God; That somehow, true and just, 

His plans work out for mortals; not a tear 
Is shed when fortune, which the world holds dear, 

Falls from his grasp; better, with love, a crust 
Than living is dishonor; envies it, 

Nor loses faith in man; but does his best, 
Nor even murmurs at his humbler lot; 

But with a smile and words of hope, gives zest 
To every toiler; he alone is great 

Who by a life heroic conquers fate. 
- Sarah Knowles Bolton 

 

Rest in Peace, my Friend 

Bruce De Molli PSD                    

 

 

 

    The first time I met Vinnie was during a 

session of interviews that took place in 

Wildwood when we were considering new 

State Officers.  The thing that stood out for 

me was that Vinnie was a Giants fan, as well 

as his experience in the ranks of the Knights 

and the effort he took to promote the 

Knights.  His faith and devotion to our Lord 

was completely obvious to anyone and I was 

proud to be among the PSDs to support 

Vinnie for a position as a State Officer.  

     Vinnie went on to prove that the selection 
made by the ad hoc committee to nominate 
him as state deputy was the right 
one.  Although his first year began as 
scheduled, with only some minor issues to be 
considered and attended to, 2020 began with 
him falling and breaking his wrist and ankle, 
leaving him hospitalized and being treated for 
some serious injuries, and rehabbing after 
that.  Then, after he was out of the hospital 
and rehab, we were hit by Covid 19, which 
just about cleared his calendar for the rest of 
his 1

st
 year as State Deputy.  

     His 2
nd

 year as State Deputy began with 
delaying the State Installation and a virtual 
Supreme Convention, one of the highlights of 
a State Deputy’s term. The Installation was 
postponed until September, but Vinnie said 
he wanted to do the Installation because the 
“new District Deputies should be recognized 
and Installed the proper way for at least their 
first term!” Then came the Holidays and 
Vinnie caught the bug, passing away before 
anyone had a chance to think it could 
happen. 
     The team he selected performed as they 
should and I am sure many problems were 
solved by the various directors he selected.  
     I am sure that he is now with his Lord and 
Savior and praying for us.  Blessed Fr. 
McGivney has another assistant to care for 
the Knights. 
Rest Easy my Friend, 
Herb Meyer, PSD 
 



  
     Without a doubt, this is the most difficult and 

emotional task I have ever undertaken in the 

Knights of Columbus. Instead of composing an 

ad of congratulations to SD Vinnie for his PSD 

Testimonial Dinner, I’ve been asked to share a 

few memories from a 20 year friendship to be 

included in this memorial ….I will try my best. 

     I first met brother Vinnie when he was a 

District Deputy. As any FDD knows and 

remembers, DD is not an easy job. There are a 

million things to do and watch out for, including 

many hours of fraternity and fellowship you 

share with brother knights and their families. 

Vinnie loved it all! He was good at it all! And 

because he loved it and was good at it, he was 

recognized as a NJ State Deputy Circle of Honor 

District Deputy. His councils were incredibly 

lucky to have the chance to share in his time and 

talents in growing our order. 

     I also worked with brother Vinnie while he 

was a State Officer. He worked hard to ensure 

that New Jersey was successful in all supreme 

programs and activities. He may not have always 

personally like some of the initiatives, but after 

discussion with his brother state officers, was 

always ready and willing to help lead our 

jurisdiction to accomplish everything we could. 

    This is what I will remember most about SD 

Vinnie, his positive message to his brother 

knights in New Jersey. He took the many 

challenges that he faced and treated them as 

opportunities to grow and achieve the mission of 

our order. And he did it by example, with 

passion, a sense of humor and true dedication to 

Blessed Michael McGivney’s vision of who and 

what we are as Knights of Columbus.  

     You were and always will be a Class Act 

brother Vinnie and a VERY SUCCESSFUL STATE 

DEPUTY. 

     I will miss our talks,  

Vivat Jesus!   

Tom CIborski, PSD 

 

     With the passing of our State Deputy, 

Vincent Tavormina, I was reminded a day after 

God took him home, how grateful I should be 

for having the opportunity to have known him. 

Without question he was his own man, who not 

only loved his Church, but, as the State 

Deputy, his everyday thought was how can we 

support our Brother Knights with this terrible 

virus we have been dealing with. He was 

denied the personal contact with his Brother 

Knights, which State Officers need to function 

as leaders in our organization. Zoom was not 

the answer, as he saw the need to have 

personal contact with our membership, but he 

could not find a better solution. The last 10 

months for Vince was a horror but he always 

managed to have an upbeat manner, which is 

the way he conducted himself every day. 

Vinnie Tavormina was a winner, as was 

recognized not only in the Metuchen Diocese, 

but also across the state of New Jersey, he 

was an outstanding leader of our great order.  

     As a Past State Deputy, I always felt very 

comfortable being with him at Knights of 

Columbus functions and his decision-making 

process whenever necessary. 

     His final call on any decision was, “What is 

good for the Knights in the State of New 

Jersey”? 

     To all those who were close to Vincent, his 

beloved family, Tamara Cassidy, members of 

his council, State Officers and all the program 

people, he would say great job and thanks. A 

special thanks to our State Secretary, Jim 

Stoever, who has been at side while being a 

friend and close adviser. 

      If I know one thing, it is this, each of you, as 

well as myself and my wife Pat, are better 

people because Vincent was part of our life. I 

ask all of you to continue to remember him in 

your prayers. 

Vivat Jesus my Friend 

Bob Mate, PSD, FVSM 



 

 

 

 

 

  

My Brothers, 

     There is a saying that “How you make 

others feel about themselves says a lot 

about you” and Vinnie always made me feel 

that I could go to him with any issue that I 

had. It was a gift to know Vinnie, who was a 

“True Patriot”, who served our Country 

during trying times and who helped out the 

Patriotic Degree with the New Uniform 

Incentive. He was a Great Leader and a 

good and faithful servant.   

     Etched in my mind was going with Vinnie 

and his group of Army officers to pay Honor 

to a Fallen Comrade.  

     It was my honor and privilege to pay 

tribute to Vinnie, (along with 2 other Masters 

and Scott WIlliams) at his funeral mass and 

to say a final goodbye to our Brother. 

 

I would like to quote a poem which I think 

that sums ups what Vinnie’s outlook on life 

was: 

I’d like to memory of me to be a happy one, 

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when 

my life is done. 

I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly 

down the way, 

Of happy times and laughing times and 

bright and sunny days. 

I’d like the tears of those who grieve to dry 

before the sun, 

Of happy memories that I leave when my life 

is done. (Anonymous) 

 

    The sun has set on an amazing life, he is 

gone but not forgotten.   

 

Well done Vinnie, Well done. 

Paul Pinkman, 

Master – First NJ District 

  

     How I remember my friend, Vincent P 

Tavormina?  

     The first was the night before his wife’s wake.  

Vinnie and I stayed and talked for a long time just 

two friends, one listening the other pouring out 

his soul over a cup of coffee.  From that time on, 

we became very good friends! 

     The conversations went from one topic to 

another that I cannot share but we both found 

many common grounds between the two of us.  

We agreed that even though we had many 

differences, we were truly more alike.  

     We both raised our children the same, we both 

have a great love our families, we both felt we 

married well and had a love for our family that 

was unmatched in our own eyes! 

     I can even remember his first visit to my home.  

He said the same as many have said, “There are 

not enough bread crumbs to drive to your 

house!” “You live in the middle of nothing!”  

     We both agreed that the only difference we 

found really was the name and the doormat on 

our front doors of our homes! 

     The second was from a week before he went 

into the hospital. The phone conversation started 

as it always did, “Hey jb!” “Can you do me a 

favor?” We would both laugh and he stated the 

problem. 

     After the business part was over he asked me, 

“If a cat has nine (9) lives, how many do you 

have?”  “You are over 2 cats already!”  

     My normal response was, “I’ve used up 20 so I 

guess about another 6 or so but I haven’t even 

rolled my sleeves up yet!” 

     We always ended our conversations with, “I’ll 

see you when I see you!”  

     The laughs both private and public that Vinnie 

and I have shared will live on as long as we all 

remember him!   

     See you when I see you my friend! 

John Brandon,  

Master – Second NJ District 

 



 

 

  

Brothers all, I sit here writing this today, I am still 

in disbelief! How could this happen, why did it 

happen, why did he have to go so soon? We seem 

to never say what we want to people who mean so 

much to us, till they are gone. We always think we 

have time to tell them, but this time I believed that! 

Vinnie was so full of life and always on the go, like 

he was driven to succeed.  

    Lord knows his term was dealt a bad hand as 

State Deputy! Sure they all have their unique 

challenges, but from the beginning with the 

broken bones, slipping and falling, to time spent 

in rehab on his back, to the year 2020, nothing 

more need to be said about 2020. Through it all he 

never stopped smiling, laughing and working to 

make it the best he could! He was willing to 

change, adapt or overcome, whatever was 

needed! Vinnie was always a true gentleman who 

would always listen, give his opinion and try to 

help any way he could.  

     Vinnie always had your back and you never 

had a doubt he would back you up. Vinnie was a 

true patriot who loved his Country, the 

Constitution and was always proud of his time 

spent in the Army.  

     I remember when I was appointed to District 

Master of the 2
nd

 NJ, he was one of the first to call 

me, congratulate me, and tell me if I ever needed 

anything he would help if it was in his powers.  

     When he became State Deputy any time I called 

or texted him, he always replied almost right 

away, he was always there. He always made you 

feel like he was just one of the boys and in reality 

he may have been but the title never changed him.  

     I remember him taking all kind of heat, as I did, 

when the new Uniforms came out. I remember he 

was the one who did stand with me, even if he 

didn’t appreciate how it came about, he had my 

back and I felt the same way.  

     When we honored him at the 4
th

 degree he was 

more worried about if there was anyone more 

deserving, I assured him there was not!  

     Vinnie I will miss your kindness, your laugh, 

your easiness to be around, your support, 

understanding, humor! 

God Speed Worthy,  

Chris Tomasello,  

Former Master 2nd NJ District          

 

 

  Along the pathways of life we meet 
many wonderful people, and nowhere in 
this world will you meet more wonderful 
people than right here in the   Knights of 
Columbus and here you can 
encounter someone who is just  truly 
special. 
     For me, Vincent Tavormina was my 
true friend and I will miss him. 
  The Knights of Columbus in the state of 
New Jersey will miss our State Deputy. 
     One of the greatest legacies that 
anyone can give to his fellow man is to 
be so caring, so loving, so generous in 
giving of yourself  to others, that when 
you depart from this earth, you leave a 
piece of yourself behind and Vinnie, you 
are that man. 
     I will remember you and will pray for 
you.  
Rest in Peace my friend, 
John B. Amato       
Special Assistant To The State Deputy   
 



 

 

  

     Vincent Tavormina was not only the State Deputy 

of New Jersey, he was my friend and mentor.  

Vinnie guided my Knight career from joining the K of 

C to being his General Program Director. I have 

nothing but the greatest respect for this man. Vinnie, 

while always having the needs of our Order in the 

forefront, knew what he wanted and directed things 

to make it happen. Vinnie was the Knight who 

brought me into the Order, and he did it in a way to 

make sure he was successful. He went to my wife 

and convinced her that I should join the K of C. Of 

course, as we all know, when your wife suggests 

you do something, inevitably that is what happens.   

     Within my first year, I was asked to be an Officer 

and through the chairs I went. Upon completing my 

2 years as GK, Vinnie was relentless about my 

becoming a DD. I had a lot on my plate at that time 

and had to decline.  That did not stop him from 

asking though. Finally, my calendar cleared 

somewhat (5 years later) and I told him I had the 

time to help. It did not take long and the next thing I 

knew I was a DD in the Metuchen Diocese. Vinnie 

was always there for me. Whenever I had a 

question, I would call him up and he would say 

“Look it up in the directory”. This taught me just how 

valuable that book really is.  

     So, as my DD stint progressed, he comes to me 

at the convention and says, I want you to help this 

guy (incoming General Program Director). Little did I 

know that he was setting me up to be his General 

Program Director when he would be the State 

Deputy. As time goes by, I find this out and of 

course he is not done yet.  He fails to let me know 

that the next State Officer from Metuchen would be 

chosen from the Program and Membership Directors 

positions. I should have known this, since he always 

seemed to have an ulterior motive.  We shall see 

how this story ends, as my career progresses. The 

only disappointing and sad part is I will continue with 

Vinnies plan, but he will not be here to guide me, 

teach me, and mentor me. I will deeply miss you my 

friend.  May the Lord bless you and hold you in his 

arms as you watch us work in your honor.    

Forever your friend  

Scott Williams, FDD 

General Program Director 

  

     Knowing Vinnie was a great gift. 
     I met Vinnie when I was Grand Knight of 
my council and he started in the state chairs. 
Though this was not a long period, it will be 
the memories of a lifetime.  
     As I became a District Deputy and got to 
work and know him better, I quickly realized 
what a great man he was. Working with and 
for him was a pleasure, never a burden. As I 
became friends with many other Brother 
Knights as I held this position, we would see 
each other at other outside social events and 
our personal friendship took off from there. 
We became more than Brothers Knights.  
     As he advanced through the Offices, I and 
others became a trusted advisor for him. 
When he asked me to be on his transition 
team, I was taken aback. To think that he 
wanted my input, recommendations or 
opinions on things was a true honor, an honor 
I am profoundly grateful for. Being able to 
assist this great man in his wonderful journey 
of leading our state. Then being asked to 
serve as his State Membership Director was 
beyond compare. 
      To say that Vinnie was a passionate 
person would be an understatement in my 
opinion. He was passionate about his family, 
his Country, the Pershing Rifles, The Knights 
of Columbus, and his beloved New York 
Yankees. No matter what he did he did it with 
zeal and passion.  
     He was also a very humble man and being 
the State Deputy did not go to his head.  I 
have heard many Brothers state this as well. 
He was still there as he rose through the state 
offices to run the bus trips for his council or 
attend a local council event.  
     The memory of how Scott Williams and  I 
would drive him crazy just because we could,  
and tell him, “well, you picked us!” Other 
memories include discussing the Metuchen 
DD’s, the uniform or the many barbecues, 
parties we had and attended, or just 
sometimes just kick back, laugh, grab a beer, 
and smoke a cigar. These are the memories 
that I will hold dear to my heart.  
Chris Duffett, FDD 
Membership Director 
 



 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 


