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State Deputy’s Message
My Brothers at all levels of involvement,

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year
season and that everyone got all of their wishes granted
and are now looking forward to a great new year.

We have six months to achieve our goals, both personal,
such as weight loss, stop smoking, etc. and goals and
objectives relative to the Knights.

At the time of this message we will have brought in 1247
new members and unfortunately we also dropped 742
members.

Our next Blitz Program is scheduled for February and you
should be preparing for this event. I am not speaking to
only the District Deputies and Grand Knights. I am speak-
ing to all the Knights who read this message. We are all
recruiting chairmen. We do our recruiting at work, at
church, with our families and friends. Please think of how
you personally were recruited. As for myself, my son, who
was a Squire came home with my Form 100.

We are also looking forward to some exciting events.
During January and February we will be holding our
regional meetings in each diocese. This proved to be a very
successful program last year and I am confident that we
will do even better this year.

This is also the season for our pride in our priests programs
that are conducted in each diocese. The Paterson Diocese
has already conducted theirs and it was very successful. I
urge each council to participate in this program.
Remember the year of the priest is continuing. We must

constantly show our priests
that we support them and are
extremely grateful for their
vocations.

Our famous Free Throw
Contest is in full swing and
each council is urged to partic-
ipate. Additionally, the
Spelling Bee will be commenc-
ing and participation in these
youth events should be includ-
ed in your recruitment activi-
ties.

I also urge each council to promote our Insurance Program
and the men who serve this vital area of the Knights.
These men can instruct and advise our members as to the
benefits that are theirs and their families.

Additionally, Supreme is looking for 100% compliance with
regard to submitting the Annual Fraternal Survey. This
report is extremely important to us in maintaining our cur-
rent tax status. It is not too late to complete and submit
your report.

I look forward to the next 6 months being exciting as each
council actively recruits and works on retention.

Fraternally,
Herb Meyer
State Deputy

LENT IS COMING 

On March 9th (Ash Wednesday) the holy season of Lent
will arrive. It should be a special time for us. We are
preparing to celebrate the crucifixion of Our Lord, who
died for us and Jesus’ resurrection, where Jesus con-
firmed that He is God. Don’t miss these two special days
when Our Savior is with us.

The days of Lent remind us that we have the perfect
opportunity to say a sincere thank you to Jesus because
of His tremendous love for each of us.  He went through
the horrible suffering of the Crucifixion and the miracu-
lous Resurrection just for us. During Lent we should plan
to take time especially through prayer, meditation and
fasting to thank God for His gift of making available to
you and your family eternal happiness, a happiness that
will never end.

Take time to consider the terrible suffering of Jesus. The
scourging HE went through. He was whipped with rods
and then chains until He could hardly stand. Then they

placed a crown of thorns on
His head. Later they made
Him carry the cross up the hill
to where they would nail Him
to it. Consider how He felt as
they hung Him on that cross.
Jesus did that just for you.

On the third day Jesus rose
from the dead as He
promised. He completed all
the teaching the Apostles
needed to begin to preach to the people and promised
them that the Holy Spirit would be with them to assist
with all they would need as people would grow within
the Church. He then ascended into Heaven.

Don’t miss the opportunity Jesus is giving you this lent.
God bless you all.

Bishop Charles McDonnell
State Chaplain

State Chaplain's Message
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Worthy Grand Knights and Brothers,

As I write this article the Regional Grand Knight mid-term
meetings are currently in full swing. It’s January and I
know I’m wondering where the past six months of the fra-
ternal year have gone? I’m sure you, worthy Grand
Knights are doing the same. 

This year, to spread the word to as many of you as possi-
ble and to follow the motto of our Columbian Year, “To
Serve - Not Be Served” our worthy State Deputy has again
decided to “take the show on the road” and meet locally
with the District Deputies, Grand Knights and members.
These regional meetings were scheduled in an effort to
bring the message of membership and programs to the
grass roots within the state. It is our hope that they will
provide the specific information you need to help your
councils prosper and grow! 

There are many important Programs that are coming up
over the next six months that can make your year as a
Grand Knight a truly successful one. 

Worthy Grand Knight, you are strongly encouraged to
participate in activities to acknowledge and honor special
individuals within your local parishes, schools and commu-
nities. Activities such as:

• Council Chaplain of the Year
• Vocations RSVP Program
• CCD and Parochial School Teacher of the Year
• State Shield Awards (EMT, Policeman and Fireman of

the Year)
• Knight of the Year
• Family of the Year

There is no better way for the
Knights to say thank you to
these “special” individuals
who serve all of us in so many
unselfish ways. This recogni-
tion is an outward way for
local councils to show others
that we are truly a Catholic,
family, fraternal service orga-
nization by recognizing them
for what they do.

In addition, there are other
upcoming state and local activities available for councils to
consider over the next six months, such as: 

• State Squires Scholarship Awards
• Bishop Dougherty Scholarship
• District, Diocesan and State Free Throw Contests
• State Spelling Bee Contest
• State Photo Contest
• Drug Awareness/Mental Health Poster Contest

ALL OF THE NECESSARY INFORMATION FOR THESE
AWARDS IS LOCATED IN THE GRAND KNIGHTS HAND-
BOOK. 

Please contact any of the State Directors and Chairmen for
any additional information you may need. We are here to
make your year as Grand Knight a successful one.

Vivat Jesus – 
Bob Hatler 
State General Program Director

Brothers,

Several months ago, Our State Deputy wrote an article in
this publication and asked the question, “Am I my broth-
er’s keeper?” The answer was, “Yes!” I am my brother’s
keeper! Well, our state suspension numbers do not show
that we are taking this to heart. We are suspending at a
record pace. We are not doing the job we should be doing
with retention.

Brother Ray Sands, our State Retention Chairman, has been
doing everything he can to educate everyone on the
Ministry of Retention. He has advised us that retention
starts the moment a Candidate signs his Form 100. At that
moment, we should already be planning what committees
he can join, what projects he can get involved in, how he
can become an active Knight. Ray has also told us that
staying in touch with all our members is vital to keeping
the Council vibrant. We need to check on each other. Find
out if a brother Knight is having a hard time financially.
Maybe he has lost his job. Find out if a brother Knight is
having physical problems. Has he been sick or in the hospi-

tal? Is there something the
council can do for this
Brother?

Staying in touch will eliminate
the 1845 that states “No
phone number”. Staying in
touch will probably eliminate
the 1845 altogether.

By now, you should have
already conducted your Spring
Blitz, or be running it very
soon. Bringing in new mem-
bers is vital to any organization, but especially to the
Knights. How are we going to continue to donate over 69
million man-hours to charitable and community activities?
How are we going to continue to raise awareness for the
developmentally disabled? How are we going to continue
to provide our youth with interesting projects: spelling

General Program Director’s Message

State Membership Chairman’s Message

(continued on page 4)
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bees, free throw contests, scholarships, etc.? Will there be
anyone to help support our veterans? Who will support
our Bishops and Priests?

And now for the other side of the equation. Let me advise
you that on average 100 Brothers from the State of NJ go
on to meet their Master and I am not talking of the 4th
Degree. Over 1200 Knights will pass away each Columbian
year. We need to replace them and the few brothers that
actually should be suspended each year. We have a goal of
2855 new Knights in this Columbian year for NJ. We need
to achieve this goal.

With Lent upon us, now is a great time to push the
Knight’s spiritual and service aspects. Don’t let the image
of the Knights be one of a drinking club. We are not that.
We know what we are and we need to let the world know
what we do. We need to invite every good Catholic man
to stand up with us for the virtues of Charity, Unity,
Fraternity and Patriotism.

We had 12 Councils qualify for the Faith in Action Award -
12 Councils that made half of their membership & insur-
ance goals by Jan 1, 2011. All of our Councils should quali-
fy for this award. Unfortunately, many Councils wait until
later in the Columbian Year to get started. This puts pres-
sure on them in the second half to make Star Council. It is
not too late! It will require planning and execution, but
every Council can become a Star Council.

I and the rest of the State Membership team thank you for
all the hard work you perform throughout the year in the
name of the Knights of Columbus. We wish each of you
every success in your efforts. Call on us if you need our
help.

Vivat Jesus,
Fred Shaver, FDD
NJ State Membership Director

Membership (continued from page 3)
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Erin Go Braugh
To: Community Event Editors

From: Knights of Columbus, Chester, NJ. Pete Grice 
(973-610-1308)

Subject: Annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance

Where: St. Lawrence Parish Hall, Chester, NJ

Date: Saturday, March 12, 2011

Time: 6PM-11:30PM

Donation: $36.00

Once again the Leprechauns will be invading Chester,
New Jersey. Yes… the Knights of Columbus, Council 5410
and St. Lawrence the Martyr Church will hold their annu-
al St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance. Traditional Irish Dinner and
Refreshments . . . and Music by the Peter McKiernan’s
Irish American Band. The event will take place at The St.
Lawrence Parish Hall on Saturday, March 12, 2011, and
will take place from 6PM to 11:30PM. Come and enjoy
the festivities, great Irish food and authentic Irish music!
Cost is $36.00 per person. For Ticket Information Call
Virginia Wallace at (973) 584-3405.

Membership 
Recruitment 

Pledge

I realize that membership is the

life blood of the Knights of

Columbus. Therefore, I promise,

upon my honor as a Catholic

Gentleman, to be responsible

for recruiting at least one New

Member per year, so together

we can further promote Charity,

Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.



The Cavalcade
PAGE 5

Long-Needed
Painting
Grand Knight Paul Pinkman, Deputy
Grand Knight Salvatore Manente
and Past Grand Knight Neal
McGarrity, members of the Secaucus
Knights of Columbus Council
12769, worked off some of their
turkey dinner on the Friday morning
after Thanksgiving by painting the
Immaculate Conception Church sac-
risty. Due to the last painting of the
sacristy in the 1940’s, it
needed two coats of paint.

Sal supervising Paul on the spots he missed. Sal touching up the ceiling, which
needed two coats.

On January 14, 2011, 3 councils
hosted a 3rd Degree
Exemplification at St. Philip the
Apostle Auditorium in Clifton,
NJ. The Honoree for this event
was Fr. Jody Baran, the
Assistant Pastor of the St.
Michael the Archangel
Byzantine Catholic Cathedral
and also a member of the Perez
Council 262.

Fraternally,
GK Carlos Roco
St. Philip the Apostle 
Council 11671

In the picture: GK Peter Walentowicz of Perez Council 262, Fr. Andriy Dudkevyc (also a
member of Council 262), Fr. Jody Baran, SA Bruce DeMolli, DD Ray Lill, GK Carlos Roco of
St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671, and DGK John Witham of St. Paul Council 6903.

3rd Degree Exemplification at St. Philip the Apostle

January 6, 2011

The Christmas Card and School Essay
Contest winners for 2010 have been
selected. The essay contest winners
will each receive a $500.00 EE bond.
The Christmas card contest winner
will receive a $200.00 EE bond. All
of the winners will be presented a
Certificate of Award.

Fraternally,
Paul J. Walker
State Chairman 

2010 Essay Contest Winners

7th Grade: Alessandra Carreno Council 6209

8th Grade: Kara Aditya Council 2617

9th Grade: Anwar Awawdeh Council 6209

10th Grade: Arlenis Ferreiras Council 6209

11th Grade: Kimberly Mulder Council 2617

12th Grade: Marvin Moreno Council 6209

2010 Christmas Card Contest Winner

Heather Steen Council 1994

2010 Winners
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New Jersey Brothers,

I received this letter from a Brother
Knight from the great state of Texas,
thanking a few Brother Motorcycle
Ministry Knights who visited councils
and assemblies in Texas.

Frank Brzychcy (Council 9199) and
Mark Bozzo (Council 816) were there
to assist the Texas membership in
starting up a MM in Texas.  They
showed the brothers from Texas what
the true meaning of Knighthood real-
ly is and what evangelism is all about
when you sign up as a member in the
New Jersey State Knights of
Columbus Motorcycle Ministry
(MM).  They built a trust and even
more, new friends for life.  They have
stayed in contact with the new men
and even sent a Mass card to a broth-
er from New Jersey who is hospital-
ized in Texas.

This is just one of the many letters
received from the Brotherhood in
Texas.  We hope that this will encour-
age more Brothers here in New Jersey
to join the MM and be a part of our
ever growing membership!  Spread
the word, the Motorcycle ministry is
for real and not just a group of men
riding but men of action to profess
our faith, evangelize the word of
God, the principles of our Order, but

even more that below the rough
exterior, we are God’s children, too!

Vivat Jesus!  Fraternally yours, 
John W. Brandon, FDD

The letter reads:

Brothers,

A special thanks goes out to Brother
Frank Brzychcy, NJ  Motorcycle
Ministry State Vice President for the
New Jersey Knights of Columbus and
Brother Mark Bozzo, Road Captain
for the New Jersey Knights motorcy-
cle ministry for their true example of
brotherhood.

For those who missed our regular
General Meeting on Thursday,
January 6th you missed a fine presen-
tation by these two fellow brothers
from the State of New Jersey talking
about their Knights Motorcycle
Ministry, as their two Harleys were
parked outside in our parking lot.
They are traveling around the coun-
try visiting councils like ours, encour-
aging members who ride, and also
members who are non-riding but just
bike enthusiasts, to form Knights of
Columbus Motorcycle Ministries.

But what these two Harley Davidson
motorcycle riders did beyond visiting
our council is what the special thanks

is truly all about. In talking with them
after our meeting, I mentioned we
had a Knight from NJ that is currently
hospitalized in ICU at a local hospital.
They asked me for the name of the
hospital and the name of the Knight,
who happens to be Jim Heim.

I talked to Jim Saturday afternoon
and he told me he had two very spe-
cial visitors namely Frank Brzychcy
and Mark Bozzo that came in and
spent some time with him. He said
they just didn’t sit around and talk,
but prayed two prayers with him.

The fact that these two brothers took
time to find the hospital and visit
with Jim is truly a sign of brother-
hood.  Jim was so elated and thank-
ful for their visit.

Thanks to Brothers Frank & Mark.

Fraternally yours, 
Brother Pat McGuirk

P.S. Should any of our members like
to communicate with these two
brother knights their email addresses
are:

Frank’s email: Frankb9199@gmail.com
Mark’s email:
marknjra@optonline.net 

Motorcycle Ministry

Last Friday, we had a photo op with our Right To Life group, consisting of parish-
ioners and Knights of Columbus brothers, including Fr. Paul Manning, our Pastor
and Chaplain, with the banner that we’ll be placing in the front yard of the St.
Philip The Apostle Church this week.

We want parishioners in the Paterson Diocese to be aware of this very impor-
tant issue of abortion. As you know, January 22 marks the anniversary of the
Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision (1973) to allow women to exercise their
right to abortion. We feel very strongly against it, and every year, our parish
participates in the Right to Life Rally in Washington, DC. This year, it was held
on Monday, January 24, 2011, and we invited the neighboring communities to
join us on our bus. For $35, we offered a bus seat as well as lunch and beverages
for the day trip to Washington, DC.

And for the first time, our church rang its bells at 12 noon on January 22, 2011. We had a benediction and prayed the
rosary after the bell rang. Thus the banner was displayed prominently in front of the church two weeks prior.

Vivat Jesus!
Carlos Roco, Grand Knight
St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671

Right To Life
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Crisis Pregnancy Resource List

If a young girl asked you for help in
deciding about having an abortion,
would you know what to do? A cor-
rect immediate response might make
all the difference between life and
death! Your response should be: “I
will get some telephone numbers of
resource centers that can help you.”
Where can you get those numbers?
Here is how....

Letters for Life has recently issued a
listing of support resources available
in every part of the state. Resource
groups are listed by telephone area
code and cities. All Councils, and actu-
ally every Knight, should have this
information where he can refer to it.

A copy of the list is available by con-
tacting Letters for Life, P.O. Box 1018,
Morristown, NJ 07692. Or, please call
(973) 267-5176. Please get a copy to
your parish, also.

Getting First Friday for the
Sanctity of Life started in your
parish.

The Knights of Columbus have been
active in the anti-abortion struggle
since at least 1971. Most of our politi-
cal victories have been over-turned
and the remaining protection is on
the verge of being completely elimi-
nated. That is why many believe that
we should have spent more effort in

promoting prayer as an instrument
for protecting the sanctity of life.

There was a time, before Roe vs.
Wade, when the First Friday of every
month was a very important day.
Catholic primary and secondary
schools had liturgies; parish groups
had adoration hours and over-night
vigils. Our Brother Knights played an
active role in all of these activities. The
focus of devotions was on reparation
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the
sins of mankind. Has there ever been
a time in history when the Sacred
Heart was as offended as He must be
today from the evil of abortion and
all the vile immorality? The Church
has not eliminated First Friday as a
devotion, but it is hardly noticed.
Perhaps now is the time to be re-kin-
dling the spirit and channel it to abor-
tion.

We Knights can become an agent in
every parish to get the spirit moving
again. We can do that as a Council, or
simply as a member of the parish. The
first step would be to approach your
pastor with a suggestion.

We do not expect a return to the
devotion of previous years, but parish
participation can start on a small scale,
like simply by having a Mass intention
every First Friday, along with a bul-
letin note inviting parishioners to par-
ticipate at that Mass. Perhaps pro-life

groups can offer to participate in a
vigil of one hour before or after Mass.
Parishes with schools could have the
children participate in a Mass at which
invocations on a pro-life topic can be
read. Ask your pastor to consider any
first step that he would be comfort-
able with. On your part, let the pastor
know that you will be willing to help
promote anything that the pastor is
willing to start.

Even a small start toward this devo-
tion offers a real educational opportu-
nity because many Catholics have fall-
en prey to the culture of “choice” to
the point that they consider opposi-
tion to abortion as only a political
action. If parishes begin to observe
“First Friday in Reparation to the
Sacred Heart for Abortion,” they
could make the connection to the
central core of our faith, not to poli-
tics. For our children, who are con-
stantly exposed to media influence
that portrays a lifestyle in which faith
values are ignored, and which por-
trays abortion as a constitutional
right…it is important for them to
make the connection in their mind
that if stopping abortion requires the
intercession of prayer, then there
must be something seriously wrong
with abortion.

Fraternally,
Adolf Schimpf
Letters for Life Chairman

Respect Life Programs

On January 23rd, members of Mary
Immaculate Council 12769 and the
Immaculate Conception Church
Respect Life Society held a Life
Chain outside the church to stand
up as witnesses for life while pray-
ing the rosary for those lost to abor-
tion.  Inside the church, Father John
Prada, spiritual advisor for Council
12769, led a prayer service for those
who did not want to stand out in
the cold with the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament exposed for an
hour.

Witness for Life
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K of C Council 6530 of Marlton, NJ
has been sponsoring a Christmas
Party for the mentally and physically
disadvantaged residents of the New
Lisbon Developmental Center in
New Lisbon, NJ for the past 34
years. The 34th annual party was

held on December 18th in the cafe-
teria of St. Joan of Arc School in
Marlton, NJ for 55 residents.

K of C members volunteer to get
the cafeteria prepared around 9 AM
for the resident’s lunch and the
dancing area. The residents usually
arrive around 12 noon and lunch is
provided for them and their han-
dlers. A DJ is brought in who inter-
acts with the residents and plays
music and the residents have a great
time dancing. Santa makes his
entrance about 2 PM. Individual gift
bags are prepared for each of the
residents with their name on them.
Santa calls the name of each resi-
dent and they come to the front of

the room where Santa hands them
their gift bag and a picture is taken
of them with Santa. The residents
interacting happily with Santa is a
joy to see.

Fraternally,
Andrew P. Kavulich, GK

Council 6530 Hosts Christmas Party

Attached are 2 pictures of our group that drove down to
Washington, DC on January 24, 2011, to participate in
the March for Life Rally.

Our bus group consisted of St. Philip the Apostle parish-
ioners, St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671 of Clifton, St.
Paul Council 6903 of Prospect Park, and St. James of the
Marches Council 6574 of Totowa, students from
Montclair State University, and State
Advocate Bruce DeMolli.

Fraternally,
GK Carlos Roco
St. Philip the Apostle Council 11671

Right to Life Rally

In front of
the marching
flags at the
start of the
rally.

The annual council “Keep Christ in
Christmas” book distribution and
magnet sale went very well this year.
Almost 90 “Keep Christ in
Christmas” coloring books were
given out to the first grade CCD
classes at Immaculate Conception
Church, St. Francis Church in
Hoboken and Our Lady of Fatima
Church in North Bergen. More than
80 second graders received an illus-
trated easy to read “Christ the Savior
is Born”. As per Brother Robert, who
is the CCD coordinator at OLF, stated

“the children were ecstatic to receive
such a nice gift.”  As for the sale of
the items at ICC, Our Lady of
Victories and St. Peter & Paul
Churches, the council contin-
ued its silent evangilization
of the true meaning of
Christmas . . . Christ. Many
magnets were sold and
hopefully people will see
them on cars or doors and
remember to say Merry
Christmas. The council
donated $200 to St. Francis,

Our Lady of Victory and St. Peter
and Paul from the sales.

Successful Sales in Hudson County

In front of the Capitol.
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Newly named Bishop of the Diocese
of Trenton, Bishop David
O’Connell,  blessed the Knights of
Columbus sponsored Nativity display
outside of the State House in
Trenton on Saturday, December 11,
2010. Among the many Knights and
their families in attendance were
Master Andy Lipenta, State
Secretary Dan Rossi and Former
Supreme Director Jim White. The
crèche is displayed each year on the
grounds of the State House through
the dedication and persistence of
Trenton Council 355 and specifically
Past Grand Knights Jerry Iacona and
Lou Stanzione.

Fraternally,
Dan Rossi

Blessing Ceremony

Yesterday the Knights of Columbus Council
3402 in Keyport held a fundraiser which
was a HUGH success! It was for the children
of fallen NJ State Trooper Scott Graham.
The Grand Knight, William Horton, Jr., pre-
sented a check to Erika Graham, Scott’s
wife, for The Scott Graham Foundation. It
was for $3,180.00. Other checks totaling
$646.00 were also presented! The Old Bridge
PBA and FOP with Mike Volcker and his sis-
ter, presented their checks to her for $500.00
plus gifts for the children for Christmas.
Also, stopping by were representatives from
the State Police who made a presentation
and Congressman Frank Pallone with mem-
bers of his staff.

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge
our friends from the Matawan-Keyport Elks
who came and helped us out with the event.
They were great and it shows that when
there is a worthy function that fellow associ-
ations can work together as a TEAM for a
great cause.

A big THANK YOU to the Keyport Police
Explorers for helping with traffic and park-
ing control!

Fraternally,
William Horton, Jr.
Grand Knight

Christmas for the Children



The Cavalcade
PAGE 10

Ridgewood-NJ-December 16, 2010:
The Ridgewood Knights of
Columbus Council 1736 held a
Thanksgiving Eve fundraiser that
raised over $1,000 for the Wounded
Warrior Project (WWP), which is a
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion is to honor and empower
wounded warriors of the United
States Armed Forces. The Wounded
Warrior Project works to raise

awareness and enlist the public’s aid
for the needs of severely injured ser-
vice men and women, to help
severely injured service members aid

and assist each other, and to provide
unique, direct programs and services
to meet their needs.

Roger Campbell, who sits on the
WWP board of directors and is also
a member of the Ridgewood
Knights Council, gave a touching
speech about the reason behind his
involvement with the WWP. “On
September 11th, I left Ridgewood

bound for the World Trade Center
where I worked. Many who
boarded the same trains that
passed through Ridgewood that
morning never returned, includ-
ing my friend and brother Knight
Dan McGinley. Today, in distant
lands, our finest young men and
women fight, are often wounded
and sometimes die to prevent
another 9/11 from happening.
That’s why I’m on the board at
the Wounded Warrior Project and
that’s why I’m here tonight to say
thanks to every one of you for
your tremendous support of those
our charity serves”, said Campbell.

Also present at the fundraiser was
Frank Giordano, a 1983 graduate of
West Point and the brother of WWP

co-founder Al Giordano. “My broth-
er Al helped start the Wounded
Warrior Project as a way to give
backpacks to injured vets returning
to Walter Reed Hospital from over-
seas. In that backpack were little
things like socks and books that
made those who served and were
terribly injured know that they were
truly cared for and loved. Our mis-
sion has widened, and our charity
has grown, but it’s events like this
one and 85 others held around the
U.S. in November alone, that will
continue to enable us to serve those
who have given so greatly in
defense of our nation and our free-
dom”, said Giordano.

As a special treat, renowned New
York City musicians Bob and Norm
played the best of music from the
‘60s through the ‘80s. “This was a
great opportunity to show support
for our Veterans while having a
great time,” said event organizer
Alexandra Antonacci, a Ridgewood
High School Senior who developed
the idea for the fundraiser and then
worked with the Knights to help
put the event together.

From left: Knights John Ginty, Bill Fahey, and
Doug Hatler, Roger Campbell of the
Wounded Warriors, and Doug Findlay.

Ridgewood Knights of Columbus Raise Funds for Wounded Warriors

On November 14th, members of the
Secaucus Knights of Columbus
Council 12769, Mary
Immaculate, and members of
Assembly 1543, Msgr. Peter B.
O’Connor Assembly 1543 from
North Arlington held their
annual breakfast to honor our vet-
erans. All veterans were treated to a
free breakfast while everyone else
had to pay just ten ($10) dollars for
an all you can eat buffet breakfast
prepared by the council and assem-
bly members. The guest speaker
was retired Marine Corp Major Rob
Robison owner of Comfort Keepers.
The council and assembly raised
over two thousand two hundred
dollars and all proceeds will be sent
to the Paramus Veterans Home.

In the picture from left to right Sir Knight Joseph DeMasi, District Deputy Vito Mazza,
Eydie Shapiro, Major Rob Robison, Grand Knight of 12769 Sir Knight Paul Pinkman,
Father John Prada, Sir Knight Salvatore Manente and Stuart Kaufmann.

Knights of Columbus Honors Vets
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Veterans News
from the New York State Council
Knights  of Columbus

The Department of Veterans Affairs
is making available a new medallion
to be affixed to an existing privately
purchased headstone or marker to
signify the deceased’s status as a
veteran.

If requested, the medallion will be
furnished in lieu of a traditional
Government headstone or marker
for veterans that died on or after

November 1, 1990, and whose grave
is marked with a privately purchased
headstone or marker.

The medallion is currently available
in three sizes, 5 inches, 3 inches, and
1-1/2 inches. Each medallion will be
inscribed with the word VETERAN
across the top and the Branch of
Service at the bottom. Appropriate
affixing adhesive, instructions and
hardware will be provided with the
medallion.

Important: This benefit is only appli-
cable if the grave is marked with a
privately purchased headstone or
marker. In these instances, eligible
veterans are entitled to either a tra-
ditional Government furnished
headstone or marker, or the new
medallion, but not both.

For family members of eligible
Veterans interested in submitting a
claim for the new medallion,
instructions on how to apply for a
medallion will be updated on NCA’s
web site at www.cem.va.gov/
hm_hm.asp. Until a new form specif-
ically for ordering the medallion is

available, use VAS Form 40-1330;
Application for Standard
Government Headstone or Marker.
Fill the form out completely with
the exception of blocks 11 (Type of
Headstone or Marker Requested)
and 27 (Remarks). Leave block 11
blank. In block 27 put the word
Medallion followed by the size
requested. For example; use
“Medallion 5 inch” to request a 5
inch medallion.

Furnished by Department of
Veterans Affairs

Small Medallion

Large Medallion

Headstone Medallion Now Available for Veterans

Donation to 
Benefit
Seminarian and
School

Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary Council 7648 made a
three hundred dollar donation to
Seminarian/Father Ritchel Quita
under their Seminarian RSVP pro-
gram. Father Quita was ordained
on November 9th. The council
also purchased an $895 computer
for Xavier Seminarian School,
where Father Quita graduated
from, in his honor.

Fraternally,
Neal McGarrity

On Sunday,
December 19, 2010
Nativity Council
2976 from
Lindenwold, NJ pre-
sented a check for
$2146.41 to
Seminarian Sean
Moore. The money
was collected by the
Knights through the
generosity of the
parishioners of Our
Lady of Guadalupe
Parish.

Seminarian Collection

Pictured from left to right is John Brady (Grand Knight,
Nativity Council) presenting the check to Seminarian Sean
Moore, Father Joseph Capella (Pastor, Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish) and John DiMeo (Chancellor, Nativity
Council).
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If a council is looking for a small
project that does not take a lot of
time or manpower but does effect
the lives of the men and women
studying for a vocation or religious
life, why not consider “The
Seminarian Letter Program” chaired
by John Tirado. Here are some
emails sent back to Council 12769,
who sent out one hundred and
ninety letters at Thanksgiving and
Christmas, from the Redemptorist
Formation Residence in the Bronx,
Archdiocese of Military Services in
DC, St. Andrew’s College &
Immaculate Conception Seminary
and Dominican Sisters Mary Mother
of the Eucharist in MI. The cards
some just colorings others written
letters made from the CCD children
of the Immaculate Conception
Church in Secaucus, Our Lady of
Fatima Church in North Bergen and
St. Francis Church in Hoboken
brighten the recipients day. 

A letter from a CCD student at Our
Lady of Fatima:

Thank you for listening to God's
will. Thank you for all the sacrifices
you make for us and God. Thank
you for learning about the sacra-
ments. Thank you for becoming a
priest and learning about God and
teaching it to us. We pray for you.
May God Bless you. Signed by one
of the students.

This is from Deacon Paul Houlis of
Immaculate Conception Seminary. I
know this is a bit late but I want to
thank you very much for sending
me a card for Thanksgiving and for
your words of encouragement in
your letter. I only have one more
semester here in the seminary
before (God-willing) I become a
priest. Please keep me in your
prayers. God Bless and have a Very
Merry Christmas!!!!!

Deacon Paul

My name is Mark Patrick and I am a
seminarian at St. Andrew’s College
Seminary at Seton Hall University. I

would like to thank you for your let-
ter and card. It is good to hear from
those who are sending their support
for seminarians and their vocations.
I would like to thank you for all of
the work that you and your fellow
knights do to support vocations. I
pray that the Lord will continue to
bless all of you and your families for
many years to come. Please continue
to pray for me and vocations and
know that I will be praying for you
as well. 

Sincerely in Christ,
Mark G. Patrick, Jr. Seminarian
Diocese of Wilmington, DE

Greetings!

I had just received your letter and
thank you so much. It is really inspir-
ing to receive missive assuring sup-
port and prayers. For a seminarian
like me first time in U.S. without any
family here, adjustments are really
challenging and Christmas was really
unusual but meaningful. I enjoyed
reading your letter and all the
inspiring letters from the kids. That
was the first time ever in my life to
receive so many cards, and it makes
me feel reinvigorated and helps my
difficulty be bearable.

I was also a first degree member of
K of C in the Philippines. My mem-
ber number is 4216960 of Council
12341. Your greeting “Maligayang
Pasko” perfectly works for me.
Again thank you so much and
happy New Year to you, your family
and your council members. Please
know that you are in my prayers.

In Christ,
Doroteo Layosa II
Seminarian for the Archdiocese of
Newark

Thank you so much for sending me
the letter from the Knights of
Columbus along with the children of
Immaculate Conception Church and
the CCD programs of Immaculate
Conception Church, Our Lady of
Fatima and St. Francis Church. Let
me tell you that you really said

Merry Christmas in my language,
because I am a Spanish person.
Please let all know that I am really
grateful for their prayers and best
wishes, that I really appreciate their
devotion to our church, and if it is
God's will, I will become a priest
with the help of all of your prayers.
I would be more than happy to
keep in touch with you so you can
reach me at this email address. Also,
I will be praying for your Council in
Seacaucus and the kids of the CCD
programs. May the Lord grant you
all His peace to keep the right path
of His goodness.

In Christ,
Kevin Valle
(St. Andrew's Seminarian) 

Thank you for the Christmas card
that you sent me that was made as
a part of the CCD programs by the
students. It was very nice. Thank you
for your work with the Knights of
Columbus. We need men to step up
and lead their families to Christ and
I am grateful to the Knights of
Columbus for being a leading orga-
nization that helps Catholic men live
the faith and also lead their families
to Christ. Be assured of my prayers
for you and your family.

God bless,
Paul Shovelain
Seminarian
Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis
Co-Sponsored with the Archdiocese
of the Military.

Thank you for your most gracious
letter of encouragement! As well as
for all your prayers and support. 

Fondly in Christ Anthony Vento.

Easter is just a couple of months
away. Why not bring some joy and
have your parish write some cards of
support and encouragement?
Contact John at john.tirado@reso-
lute-midatlantic.com for a listing of
seminarians.

Seminarian Letter Program Makes a Difference
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Enclosed are some pictures taken
during the 31st annual Christmas
Food Program for the needy in
the Toms River/Ocean County
area.

This past December 18th, we dis-
tributed food to 260 families that
would feed them for about two
weeks.

This program is a complete volun-
teer program and is supported by
St. Joseph Council 4969 Knights
of Columbus and donations from
the council and many individuals.

The total cost of this year’s pro-
gram was $9535.44.

Fraternally,
Jack Vasarkovy, PGK, FS

St. Joseph Council 4969 Food Program

Our men continue to provide for the needs of the less
fortunate of our community.  Again we have had a suc-
cessful coat and food drive!  Our small and newly forged
military council collected 120 coats, dozens of pairs of
socks and gloves, many winter hats and more than 100
lbs. of non-perishible food items in just 3 months.  Coats
and clothing were delivered to the New Lisbon
Development Center of New Lisbon, NJ and the food
items to St. Ann’s Food Pantry in the neighboring town
of Browns Mills, NJ.

Fraternally,
S.K. Todd Wohlman
Grand Knight
St. Francis of Assisi Council 10994

This is John Livingston our Financial Secretary, securing the last
of the coats.  Not pictured Todd Wohlman, GK and Peter Bondi,
Treasurer.

The attached photo whereby Grand Knight of the
Knights of Columbus Council 10627 Saint Joseph’s
Church (High Bridge) Bill Cerwinski is giving Ann
Underhill, Director of the Clinton Open Cupboard Food
Pantry, $1,700.00 in Shop Rite Gift Cards to be handed
out during Christmas. The money for the cards was
obtained from a special collection taken at Saint Joseph’s
Church at the request of the Knights.

Fraternally,
Charlie Bruton

ShopRite Gift Cards

Pictured above: L-R Eric Blasic, Community Committee Director
of the Knights of Columbus; Bill Cerwinski, Grand Knight; Ann
Underhill, Director of The Open Cupboard Food Pantry Clinton;
John Furnari, Deputy Grand Knight.

Providing for the Needy



Council 12769 started “Take a Pan
to Feed the Hungry” and run the
event the week before Thanksgiving
in their area three years ago.
What the council does is to take 2.5
and 5 pound empty cooking trays
and distribute after each Mass at
Immaculate Conception Church in
Secaucus. They ask the parishioners
to take one and bring it back the
following Saturday or Sunday when
they come back to Mass with a
cooked meal. Thirty members

helped distribute the trays for 15
minutes after all the Masses and the
following week twenty-five men
came 15 minutes before all the
Masses to receive one hundred and
twenty (120) - 2.5 lb. trays and
twenty four (24) - 5 lb. trays. The
total food collected was 1800 lbs. of
cooked pasta, meats, vegetables,
rice, deserts, etc., etc. and two mem-
bers took those trays and delivered
them to The Franciscan Community
Development Center in Fairview,

Hoboken Homeless Shelter and St.
Lucy’s Shelter in JC. It is the councils
way to give the volunteers at the
shelter a break after cooking a larg-
er number of meals from
Thanksgiving Day through Saturday
night.

The council also collected one hun-
dred and ninety-five gently used
coats and delivered to Jersey Cares
collection site in Hoboken.

Neal McGarrity

Feeding the Hungry

On the weekend of December 10
and 11, Warren Council 474 of
Phillipsburg held their annual
Holiday Food Basket Drive. Each
year the members and their families
pack more than 5,000 pounds of
food into two hundred boxes for
those locally in need. The knights
purchase a portion of the food
using monetary donations collected
before the drive. Food is also donat-
ed by the local ShopRite. The
knights pack the food on Friday
night and distribute them on
Saturday morning at the
Phillipsburg Senior Center.

Ryan Fucilli
Grand Knight

Knights of Columbus Food Baskets
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In March, tickets for the annual
State Council Charitable 50/50 Raffle
will be mailed to members. The
donation requested for each ticket
remains $5.00. Winning tickets will
be drawn at the State Convention in
Wildwood on May 14, 2011. The
prize breakdown remains:

1st Prize - 30% of gross sales
2nd Prize - 15% of gross sales
3rd Prize - 5% of gross sales

State Raffle Co-Chair Wayne McKay,
PGK, encourages council and assem-
bly leaders to promote the raffle
and to encourage members to par-

ticipate. The raffle is a vital
part of the State Council’s
charitable endeavors and
greater numbers of ticket
sales will enhance the prize
amounts. The 2010 prizes
were 1st Prize - $39,823,
Bernie Peterson of
Manchester; 2nd Prize -
$19,911, Sebastian Ike of
Jersey City, and 3rd Prize -
$6,637, Ms. Lijaya Gonzales
of Linden.

Greg Boyle

State Council Raffle News

Photo shows presentation of the 2010 1st Prize
Check by Raffle Co-Chairs John O’Brien (left) and
Wayne McKay (right) to brother Bernie Peterson
and his wife, Helen.
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Brothers Angelo Andriani, Joseph
Bussaco and Joseph Gentile of
Council 12769 recently took their
annual Christmas trip to Hudson

Cradle in Jersey City. Hudson Cradle
is a Group Home in Jersey City pro-
viding full, nurturing care to home-
less infants with complex health,
development, social and safety
needs, classified by the Division of
Youth and Family Services as medi-
cally fragile. Thanks to so many
knights, the guys brought up 14 $25
Shop Rite Gift cards, 5 packages of
diapers, 3 baby wipes, 7 boxes of
baking soda, 3 Clorox wipes, 3 gal-
lons of white vinegar, 3 Lysol sprays,
2 quarts of Pine Sol, 2 liquid dish-
washer detergent, 2 dish deter-
gents, 1.5 cases of Similac, 1 case of
hot chocolate, 1 case of flat dispos-
able towels, 20 AAA, 20 AA and 4

9V batteries, 2 ear syringes, 2 nose
aspirators, 2 packs of baby nipples, 2
boxes of baby food and several $5
Similac coupons.

Knights Provide for Homeless Infants

Joe Gentile, case manager Nachelle
Searvance and Joe Bussaco.

Angelo in the center wiped out after
unloading all the items with Joe G while
Joe B supervised.

On Thursday, November 4, a
Recognition Dinner dinner was held
at The Fiesta in Wood-Ridge honor-
ing ten Former District Deputies
who served in Bergen County from
2006 to 2010. The honorees
were Frederick Shaver, Sam Iskander,
Steven Hull, Bob Gambino, Sean
Sullivan, Donald Ulisse, Chris
Ege, Garrett Pinke, Domenic
Cafarella, and Dennis Weisbrod.
Over seventy people attended the
dinner to show their gratitude and
appreciation for the years of service
that these men had contributed to
the State of New Jersey and to
Bergen County.

Pictured: State Deputy Herb Meyer, Domenic Cafarella, Garrett Pinke, Donald Ulisse,
Chris Ege, Sam Iskander, Dennis Weisbrod, Frederick Shaver, State Advocate Bruce
DeMolli.

Pictured: Knights Paul Lipani and Don
Branflick.

Former District Deputy Dinner Held in Bergen County

Knights Paul Lipani and Don Branflick are part of a thirteen-man team from
Saint Joseph’s Council 10627 of High Bridge, NJ who make two deliveries per
week of baked goods, produce and grocery items to the Open Cupboard
Food Pantry in Clinton, NJ. The items are donated by the local Shop-Rite
supermarket, a local women’s club, and Saint Joseph’s parishioners.

The Open Cupboard Food Pantry is a private non-profit agency serving over
200 families in the northern Hunterdon County, NJ area. Over 81,000 lbs. of
food were disbursed to pantry clients over the most recent 6 month period.

Charlie Bruton

Clinton Food Pantry
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On Saturday, May 14th at 12 o’clock in
the afternoon, Ann Meyer, wife of State
Deputy Herb Meyer, will be hosting a
ladies’ luncheon at The Little Italy
Ristorante, 6401 Atlantic Avenue,
Wildwood Crest. Any ladies wishing to
attend may purchase a ticket by filling
out the form in the flyer that will be
given to Grand Knights and District
Deputies throughout the state. Please
remit the form with $25.00 and join Ann
for a wonderful afternoon filled with
wonderful people, good food and fabu-
lous prizes.

Attention All Ladies

That’s probably the exact opposite of what you may
think happens when a representative of a life insurer
comes to your home. Most people, inundated by too
much information, think that a discussion about their
financial future with a professional advisor leaves them
with more questions than answers. That may be true
under some circumstances, but not with the Knights of
Columbus.

We made a decision some time ago that we could not
and would not be all things to all people. We decided to
focus on what we can do best – and diligently train our
agents and home office staff to excel at those items. We
offer you life insurance (whole life and term), fixed
annuities, and long term care. We won’t be discussing
twenty or thirty ways you can take action to prepare for
the future. We will sit with you and your wife, gather
some very basic information, draw a conclusion with you,
and propose a solution for you that fits within your bud-
get. This can all be accomplished in a couple of appoint-
ments in your home (yes, we still make house calls!) that
shouldn’t take all that long.

The cynics may say that our offerings simply cannot solve
every situation. Well, if investing money in equity-based
offerings such as variable life insurance or mutual funds,

that’s true. We don’t sell those
products. But I am hard
pressed to find a situation
where the products we do
have can’t help you. Whole
life insurance, for example, is
a beautiful product that has
to be seen to be believed.
Once seen, you’ll agree. There
really isn’t much it can’t do.

So if you are avoiding a con-
versation because you fear it
may leave you more confused than ever, let us simplify
your life. No rocket science…no complex formulas…no
PhD’s required. We make it simple, easy to understand,
cost efficient and helpful. And it all comes with the
financial strength of your organization serving as a back-
drop.

I know I scratch my head a lot, wondering if I am really
“getting it.” When my K of C agent leaves my house, the
only thing I “get” is a good night’s sleep. Give it a try.

Fraternally,
Frank Gargin, FICF, CSA

Let Us Help You Un-Complicate Your Life
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Ridgewood-NJ-February 1, 2011: The
Ridgewood Knights of Columbus
Council 1736 is once again proud to
be sponsoring its annual St. Patrick's
Dinner Dance on Saturday, March
19th, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the
Mount Carmel gymnasium at 52
Passaic Street in Ridgewood.

The Village Caterer will be providing

traditional Irish fare of corned beef
and cabbage. Renowned New York
City musicians Bob and Norm will be
playing Irish classics and great dance
music. There will also be a special
appearance by the Irish Step
Dancers.

Tickets are $45 each. Payment can
be mailed to:

Doug Findlay
211 Circle Ave.
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

Come out and celebrate St. Patrick's
with the Ridgewood K of C!

Richard Hrvatin

Ridgewood Knights of Columbus to Host Annual 
St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance

On Monday January 24, 2011 Union
Council 4504 held a Special First Degree
at their Council. This Degree was special
for many reasons. First, they had 16 new
Brothers join the Knights and 10 were
from their Council, with many of whom
have family ties to their Council by being
Sons and Grandsons of Council mem-
bers. Second, Tom Mahoney, World War
II Veteran and Pearl Harbor attack sur-
vivor made his First Degree at the age of
89. And third, because Tom was taking
his First Degree, State Deputy Herb
Meyer, PSD Tom Ciborski Supreme
Membership Program Consultant and
Bob Hatler State Program Director
attended the Degree to honor Tom on
his desire to join the Knights of
Columbus. Tom made the decision to
join the Knights and their Council in par-
ticular because of their including him in
their programs honoring their World
War II Veterans this past year. This past
December when they raised Tom's Pearl
Harbor Survivor Association Flag in front
of their Council, Tom expressed his inter-
est to join them, and the Degree was
planned. Once the date was set, every-
one went to work to make sure that this
special First Degree went the best it
could, and it was just prefect. Everyone
did their best, the Brothers who set up,
and prepared everything, and the
Degree Team put together a first class
First Degree that their Council was
proud of. Besides the Degree Candidates
and their Sponsors, there were over 60
other Brother Knights in attendance,
including 10 Union Council Brothers who
are World War II Veterans.

Seated: George Clark, Tom Mahoney, Michael LaMotta, John Mirynowski, John
Picyk. Standing: KofC NJ State Program Director Robert Hatler, KofC Supreme
Membership Program Consultant Tom Ciborski, KofC NJ State Deputy Heb
Meyer, Michael Herrighty, Warren Hehl, Steve Wayne, Frank Weishapl, Pete
Genova, Union KofC Grand Knight Joe Burlew.

State Deputy Heb
Meyer and State
Program Director
Robert Hatler con-
gratulate Tom
Mahoney after 
taking his First
Degree.

Special First Degree – Union Council 4504
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS APRIL 1, 2011.
Please share this copy of The Cavalcade with a Brother Knight.

Download a copy of The Cavalcade from our web site: www.njkofc.org.
Please forward all Cavalcade articles to:

Ron Kist, Jr. c/o Otis Graphics Inc., 290 Grant Ave., P.O. Box 116, Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
E-mail: otisgraph@aol.com  Fax 1-201-438-5546

PERIODICAL
POSTAGE
Paid at

Newark, NJ
07102

and at additional
Mailing Offices

The Cavalcade
Official Publication of the

NEW JERSEY STATE COUNCIL
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

172 Main Street
West Orange, NJ 07052

February 1, 2011 State Membership Results
7/1/10 Year Totals
Mbrs* Gain Loss Net Net Pct

Hudson County Federation 2,522 55 19 36 1.43
Union County Federation 6,313 74 103 -29 -0.46
Bergen County Federation 7,629 132 111 21 0.28
Essex County Federation 3,485 63 32 31 0.89
Newark Archdiocese Region 19,949 324 265 59 0.30
Monmouth County Chapter 3,501 96 18 78 2.23
Central NJ Centennial Chapter 1,902 37 31 6 0.32
Ocean County Chapter 4,117 108 47 61 1.48
Burlington County Chapter 2,489 40 36 4 0.16
Trenton Diocese Region 12,009 281 132 149 1.24
Paterson Diocese Region 8260 142 67 75 0.91
Rev. Francis P. Araneo Chapter 3,080 80 21 59 1.92
Camden-Gloucester Counties Chapter 5,804 116 43 73 1.26
Camden Diocese Region 8,884 196 64 132 1.49
Metuchen Diocese Region 11,349 249 153 96 0.85
State Totals 60,451 1,277 766 511 0.85
*Note: Member count excludes Inactive Insurance Members
Henry Debski, Membership Statistician
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