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Brother Knights, 
     We enter the month of December looking forward to celebrating Christ’s birthday. It will 
certainly be different this year due to the COVID-inspired restrictions. We may not be able to 
gather with our families as we normally do, but we will still be with them in the spirit of the 
Season. And the restrictions will not take away from the true meaning of Christmas – the birth 
of our Lord and Savior.  
    We are now at the halfway mark in our fraternal year. You should be asking yourself if you 
are halfway to your goals that were planned for at the beginning of the year. I know it has 
been extremely difficult to carry on as usual because of this pandemic, but it can be done. 
Now, more than ever, Catholic men need something to strengthen their faith, and there are 
many projects that your Council can do to help the less fortunate during these trying times. 
You should be looking at ways to put those two thoughts together and into an action plan.  
     Here’s a unique idea for the Christmas gift of a lifetime! How about signing up a Catholic 
man, eighteen years of age or older, to join our order, the greatest Catholic fraternal 
organization in the world! Give him a Form 100 to fill out or even better get him to join online 
at the website www.kofc.org/joinus. It’s easy to join and he can specify that he wants to join 
your council. Someone will contact him once he signs up. What better gift to give to someone 
(a relative, friend, parishioner, priest) than showing him you want him to join our order, 
sharing in the many charitable things we do and showing him the way the Knights can 
support him and his family financially. And what better time to get the men in your Parish 
involved than now, when we are celebrating the Beatification of our beloved founder, Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney? 
     Speaking of Fr. McGivney, do you belong to the Father Michael J. McGivney Guild? If not, 
why not? It’s free! But, more importantly, it promotes the cause for canonization of Fr. 
McGivney. Members receive a quarterly newsletter about his life and spirituality and can 
request a prayer card with a third-class relic. Members are also remembered in a weekly 
Mass offered for their intentions. Only one more miracle is needed for Blessed Michael 
McGivney to become SAINT MICHAEL McGIVNEY! The Guild plays an important role in 
furthering his cause. And did I mention it is FREE? For more information, visit 
www.fathermcgivney.org. 
       Remember to “Keep Christ in Christmas”. Our new state programs allow our members to 
display car magnets, lawn signs and billboard messages to remind us of the true meaning of 
Christmas. It’s not Happy Holidays, or Seasons Greetings. CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR 
THE SEASON! We Catholics have a lot to be proud of and should not shy away from 
proclaiming the true meaning of Christmas. So, put a sign on your lawn, set up a crèche, put 
a magnet on your car and wear a button on your jacket! 
     Brothers, I am asking all of you to continue with the great works that you have started. 
Continue to strive towards the Columbian Award by working the Faith in Action programs. 
Have you discussed them with your Pastor yet? If not, there is no better time than now to sit 
down with him and let him know that you are there for him. Hopefully, all Councils are 
focusing on these initiatives as a key to growing our Order. 
     As I write this, our governor has put new, tighter restrictions in place regarding gatherings. 
Luckily, they don’t affect Church attendance, but they do limit how many people can gather 
as a family for holidays. Please do not let this temporary roadblock stop the momentum that 
we, YOU, have generated so far this year. With the Grace of God, we will get through this. 
     On behalf of Tamara and I, our families, and my Brother State Officers and their families 
we wish you and your families a most Holy and Blessed Christmas, filled with the blessings of 
the Christ child, and a Happy, Healthy, Peaceful and Prosperous New Year. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

\Vincent Tavormina, State Deputy 

 

Vincent Tavormina 
State Deputy 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

1 ~ State Deputy’s message 

2 ~ Membership Corner 

2~ Upcoming Degrees 

3~ Upcoming Events 

4 – Message from Bishop Paul 

4 – March 4 Life 

5~ Family Matters 

5~ Life Programs 

6~ NJ State Council History  

7 – Program Corner 

7 – Patriotic Corner   

8 – Sacramental Gifts Program 

8 ~ Online Membership   

9 – Insurance Matters 

9 – Squires Corner 

10 - Webmaster 

11 - Milestones 

about:blank
mailto:vincent.tavormina@njkofc.org,


. 

Yjr Mrctvrier/ Council  

 Council  

 Council  

 Council  

  

Dear Brothers , 
      As always I hope this article finds you and your family 
well. 
     At the end of October we were both fortunate and 
honored to see the Beatification of our founder, Fr. 
Michael J. McGivney. The State Officers presented a CUF 
degree virtually in his honor and we had 21 new brothers 
and 2 Brothers advance to become full Knights. There 
also were several degrees run throughout the state in the 
honor of the Beatification.  
     In November, as we celebrate Thanksgiving and the 
many things we should be thankful for. I am thankful for 
the many councils that have stepped up and are utilizing 
the “Leave No Neighbor Behind” programs such as 
assisting our Church, running food drives or blood drives 
and Coats for Kids. We never forget the first principle of 
our order, Charity. 
     As we find different and new ways to run these 
programs we must also look at different ways to approach 
prospective members. Supreme has extended the free 
online membership till December 31, 2020. 
     We know that attendance is low at many Masses and 
we can no longer stand at the back of the church and ask 
someone to join right now. Running a small article in our 
church bulletin or on social media are just a few ways. We 
can utilize the online membership program and have 
brothers join and take their degree virtually. I, and I am 
sure many of you, look forward to the day when we will be 
able to attend the degree in person and for our new 
brothers to experience this but right now we are living in 
unprecedented times. Thankfully we have the capability to 
attract new brothers online. The code for the new brother 
to join is MCGIVNEY2020 and they can continue to join at 
www.kofc.org.  
     If you have any questions please feel free to reach out 
to any member of the state membership team. 
     On behalf of the membership team and our families we 
wish you no yours. Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 

 

Chris Duffett FDD - State Membership Director 
 

 

LINK  individual Degree below for details. 
 

Some Councils in the state have been 

hosting presentations of the Charity, 

Unity and Fraternity Degree, some via 

video presentation and some with live 

Degree Teams. Unfortunately there are 

none scheduled going forward, probably 

due to Churches not allowing “social” 

gatherings at this time, and also due to 

the sudden increase in covid cases at 

the moment. When Degrees are 

scheduled through the State website 

they will be listed here. 

Virtual Degrees are being offered by the 

Supreme Council on their website 

www.kofc.org. Councils can exemplify 

Candidates by clicking on the link and 

viewing the Degree, either at a Council 

home or Church (with your Pastor’s 

permission).  

Candidates may also view the Degree 

On Demand by clicking this link and 

filling out the form.  

No matter which form of Degree 

chosen, after the Candidate completes 

his Degree, the Financial Secretary 

must contact Supreme to complete the 

process. 

Any questions should be directed to 

Christopher Duffett, FDD 

State Membership Director 
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* PLEASE NOTE – ALL MONTHLY REPORTS ARE DUE 

AT THE STATE COUNCIL OFFICE 

ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 
      Be sure to make a note of the activities that are 

scheduled for the next several months. Click the specific 

activity [hyperlink]  to obtain more information, details 

December 2020 
Dec 2nd – Birthday of Bishop Manuel Cruz 
Dec 5th – Blessing of the Nativity - StateHouse 
Dec 5th – District Deputy Midterm Meeting  
Dec 7th – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Dec 8th – Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Dec 9th - 83rd Anniversary of the Camden Diocese Founding 
Dec 9th - 83rd Anniversary of the Paterson Diocese Founding 

Dec 10th – 83rd Anniversary of the Newark Archdiocese Founding 
Dec 10th – Supreme Webinar – Global Wheelchair Mission 
Dec 10th – Supreme Webinar – Council Guidelines 

Dec 12th – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Dec 13th – National Guard Birthday 
Dec 21st – Winter Solstice 
Dec 24th – Christmas Eve 
Dec 25th – Christmas Day 
Dec 31st – Birthday of Thomas Ciborski, KSG, PSD 
Dec 31st – New Year’s Eve 

JANUARY 2021 
Jan 1st –  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Jan 1st -   New Year’s Day 
Jan 1st –   Birthday of James Stoever, State Secretary 
Jan 6th  -   Feast of the Epiphany 
Jan 7th  –  Orthodox Christmas Day 
Jan 10th  - Feast of the Baptism of our Lord 
Jan 18th – Martin Luther King Day 
Jan 22nd - Rally for Life - Trenton 
Jan 25th – Birthday of Bruce DeMolli, PSD 
Jan 29th  -  March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

FEBRUARY 2021 
Feb 2nd  -  Candlemas Day 
Feb 12th – Bithday of State Deputy Vincent Tavormina 
Feb 12th - Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
Feb 14th  – Valentine’s Day 
Feb 15th  - President’s Day 
Feb 17th – Ash Wednesday 
Feb 22nd - George Washington’s Birthday  

 
 

 

 

           

AUGUST 2017                                                  

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19  

20 21 22 23 24 25 36  

27 28 29 30 31    

SEPTEMBER 2017 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER 2017                                                 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 

 

Quarterly Calendar 

 

PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE CRUSADER 

ARE AVAILABLE BY CLICKING HERE 

 

DECEMBER 2019                                                  

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 22 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26  

27 28 29 30 31    

JANUARY 2020 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

31        

FEBRUARY 2020       

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

 

 

Supporting%20the%20Global%20Wheelchair%20Mission%20-%20December%2010%20at%208:00%20PM%20EST
New%20Guidelines%20for%20Council%20Meetings%20-%20December%2017%20at%208:00%20PM%20EST
http://www.njkofc.org/start/media/the-crusader.html


                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Also, the State 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Page 4                                                                THE CRUSADER    DECEMBER 2020

     The Annual March for Life held in Washington DC is 

run and coordinated by the MARCH FOR LIFE Education 

and Defense Fund (www.marchforlife.org). The “March for 

Life”, is against the US Supreme Court ruling responsible 

for a documented 60+ million abortions through the Roe v 

Wade decision. This year the 2021 March for Life will be 

held on Friday, January 29, 2021.  

     Our Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson is very 

supportive of this event and wishes that State Councils, 

also actively show their support to Life’s Principles and 

Jeanne Monahan. She is the president of the March for 

Life Education and Defense Fund, taking over for the late 

Nellie Gray.  

     For over 45 years, the Knights of Columbus of New 

Jersey have been participating in the March for Life. This 

march gives us the opportunity to publicly express our 

abhorrence of the decision to allow abortion on demand, 

and let it be known to our elected representatives of our 

concern for life. More than ever we should have greater 

word and visibility.  

     Grand Knights or Coordinators should plan on 

contacting your elected officials. Request a meeting with 

them on the day of the march. If they’re not going to be in 

Washington, we advise that attempts should be made to 

meet with them at their respective home office other than 

that day. Good long- term planning is needed in the 

participation for the March for Life.  

     With the cost of inflation, now is a good time to group 

councils in the same district and have a general departure 

location. So, we can still have noticeable presence for the 

trip to Washington DC in January. Groups that are 

organized under the auspices of the Knights of Columbus 

should notify the State Chairman, Ed Schilke, FDD, of 

their intentions for the March in December, so that 

adequate information could be posted on our State 

Council Web Site and diocesan newspapers of your 

buses.  

     New Jersey Right to Life will be holding a state LIFE 

RALLY in Trenton letting our State Officials know that 

there should be an end to abortion. It would be a great 

gesture if councils could support both events being that 

they will be on different days this year. More information 

will be found on www.njrtl.org  closer to the LIFE RALLY. 

Councils that are unable to physically attend the march in 

Washington, DC and the life rally in Trenton can find 

some charity by making a donation to groups that would 

like to attend. 

Ed Schilke, FDD, – March 4 Life Chairman 

My Fellow Brother Knights, 
     This Christmas Season will be different from any 
we have experienced in our lifetime. Only small 
gatherings will be allowed to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ the God-man in our Churches. Also, 
large family gatherings will be discouraged because 
of the virus. So we must adjust to this reality and 
make the best of our situation. 
     One thing we could do is prepare for Christmas in 
a very personal way. Most of us will have the time to 
make this feast become a real personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ, to allow Him to be born in our 
hearts like never before. In the past, we were 
distracted from the real meaning of Christmas by all 
the activities that surrounded the preparation and 
celebration of this beautiful feast. 
     Now, let us create a setting for this beautiful 
encounter. Choose a quiet spot in your home, for 
example, a chair and small table holding certain 
elements on It, a crucifix, candle, and the bible or 
missalette. These can be placed in a quiet corner of 
your living room or family room, bedroom, or study – 
every house has such a spot. Set aside at least one 
half hour each day. The time can be flexible, anytime 
of morning, daytime, or evening, whatever is best for 
you and can vary each day. 
     Open the bible to the Gospel narrative on the birth 
of Christ, or if you are using a missalette, turn to the 
Christmas Masses. Read the verses slowly and think 
about them for a few minutes. Then apply them to 
topics that are relative to you and our world today, 
such as your relationship with your spouse, children 
siblings, relatives and friends, the Pandemic, your 
dealing with racism in a Christian manner. Be honest 
and reform your life in the light of the scriptures. 
     Let the Savior, Jesus Christ, and the Gospel 
message, take root in your heart and be born again 
as never before. 
     Happy Advent and a very Blessed Christmas to 
you and your loved ones. 
Bishop Paul Bootkoski 
State Chaplain 
 

 

http://www.marchforlife.org/
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Merry Christmas Brothers, 

     I hope all of you and your families had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving…and didn’t pile on too many pounds. The 

Christmas season is truly upon us. Always remembering 

that Christ is the reason for the season, please have 

your councils consider adapting the spirit of giving 

through these great Family Programs: 

HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS / FOOD FOR FAMILIES 

     While these is always need for food in our 

communities, with so many of our brothers and sisters 

out of work or working in reduced capacity due to the 

pandemic the need is greater than usual. PLEASE 

consider participating! For more information: 

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-

programs/family/food-for-families.html   

click the RESOURCES tab for all the details 

Chairman – Edward Visinski 

And please remember, this program, and the need, is 

year round! 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

     So many great families in our parishes do a 

tremendous amount to benefit our communities. What a 

great Christmas present…or any time gift, throughout 

the year to recognize the people who exemplify our 

Catholic values and make our parishes as well as the 

broader community great. Get all the info at: 

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-

programs/family/family-of-the-month.html 

Again… click the RESOURCES tab for all the details 

Chairman – Christopher Ege, FDD 

     Please include these great programs in your councils 

plans. Let me wish you and your families a truly MERRY 

CHRISTMAS brothers, full of God’s blessings and a 

Happy, Healthy, Prosperous and most of all Blessed 

New Year. 

Vivat Jesus 

Arthur Troccoli, FDD 

NJ State Council Family Program Director 

 

Brothers: 

     I hope you are all ready to celebrate the Birth of 
Christ this month, and the birth of every baby 
whose mother chose life every month! 
     We continue to live in interesting times, as the 
COVID-19 virus is surging again. The governor’s 
new restrictions will most likely keep you from 
meeting in person, so the business of your council 
will have to be done by Zoom yet again! 
     But those institutions fighting for life, and 
working to preserve the quality of life, continue to 
need our support, now more than ever! Providing 
that support has become harder, though, as 
raising money has become more difficult. Many 
pastors don’t want us outside the church or in the 
vestibules taking donations; supermarkets won’t 
let us collect outside their doors. But there are two 
solutions to this. 
   The first is individual action. If 100 members from 
200 councils each personally donated only $10 to 
a Life cause, that would be $200,000! If each of 
those members went onto Amazon and bought a 
box of 30 diapers, that would be 600,000 diapers 
(plus money donated to NJ Right to Life). 
     The second is leveraging technology. Raise 
money electronically through a service like 
PayPal, Square, or Classy.org. See if your pastor 
will allow you to send out an appeal through the 
parish e-mail list with a payment link for an outright 
donation or a Mega 50/50. Hold a “Take-Out Beef 
& Beer,” where people buy tickets for a dinner and 
then drive to the parish or your hall to pick it up 
and take it home! 
March for Life. The March for Life in Washington 
is on January 29, 2021. The theme will be 
“Together Strong: Life Unites,” which is a great 
message to us as Knights to exercise our principle 
of Unity. Let us champion this theme loudly and 
boldly! Further information can be found on their 
web site MarchforLife.org 
     The difficulty this year is going to be getting to 
Washington and back and marching safely. Many 
people may not feel safe riding in a bus for hours 
both ways. But If your council or parish has a bus 
going, be sure to fill out the form on the State 
Council website by December 16 as well as the 
report to the Supreme Council. 
Steven J. Richardson, FM  Life Program Director 
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This article began in the July edition of the Crusader, and will continue to bring you the history of the NJ State Council until further notice. 

The information was gathered and originally written by Past State Deputy Joseph Luciano, KSG, KHS. Joe joined the Knights in October, 

1957 and served as State Deputy from July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1979. Then Joe became the State Historian, putting together an 

extensive cache of material and information, which will be detailed here monthly. Thank you for your interest and all you do for the Order 

 

After the meeting, the District Deputies rededicated themselves to establishing new Councils in their 

Districts. Much preparatory work had already been accomplished by the National Organizer Cummings but the 

follow up sessions with interested parishioners and their clergy were needed.  

In another area of the state, District Deputy Peter Dailey was concentrating on the state capitol, but 

progress was slow. Cummings had visited the city in 1896 speaking in selected Parishes to arouse interest. The 

District Deputy followed up with the pastors. Finally, on April 27, 1898, an introductory session was arranged in 

the law office of Peter Backes and some of his fellow parishioners. To assist him with the recruitment, DD Dailey 

was joined by 2 Priests, Fr John Norris and Fr Joseph Egan, as well as William Mansfield ad William Harkins, all 

of the New Brunswick Council. All from Trenton were willing to apply for membership, as well as inviting their 

friends to future preliminary meetings scheduled for ay 11 and May 17 in the Ribsam Building. Seventy-five men 

heard the message and signed applications. 

On June 5, 1898, Trenton Council 355 received its Charter and was duly organized in the Masonic 

Temple, known as the second Masonic temple “whose large assembly hall on the 2nd floor could hold many balls, 

weddings, fairs and theatrical performances.” It was a large, five story building on the corner of State and Warren 

Streets, where George Washington in 1776 captured the Hessian Commander, Colonel Johann Rall and his army 

on a Christmas night, at the home of Abraham Hunt. Ninety-nine Charter Members were inducted into the Order 

by Supreme Knight Cone and the 1st Degree team from New Brunswick. At a subsequent meeting on June 21, Dd 

Dailey installed the Council Officers, with Peter Backes as Grand Knight. 

For the next 5 years the Council met in the Ribsam Building, a 5 story building at Broad and Front Streets, 

where the business of the Council conducting their agenda and planning their future occurred (the Ribsam Flower 

and Seed store operated on the first floor and the upper 4 floors were leased to various businesses). Gradually 

social get-togethers where the spouses and friends of the members joined the festivities. The Councils 1st 

Anniversary called for special treatment: a banquet at the Trenton House at which Grand Knight Backes served 

as Master of ceremonies. Although many speakers addressed the assemblage, including the Pastor, Rev James 

McFaul (later elevated to Bishop of Trenton) and DD Dailey, it was Patrick McManus, the councilnhumorist, who 

captured center stage with his original poem, “The Third Degree”. 

National Organizer Cummngs and DD John Lee had been busy in Morristown talking to Thomas Macksey. 

R.F. Dempsey, John Lane, Eugene Burke and Fr. J.M. Flynn. 

 Although the location of the meetings were never recorded, the sessions must have been informative 

because George Washington Council 359 was formed on July 8, 1898, during an induction ceremonyperformed 

by the Paterson Council Degree Team at the Odd Fellows Hall. George Washington Council held their first 

business meeting in the YMC A building in Morristown on July 25 ( this building would eventually be purchased by 

the Council and become it´s permanent home.. To welcome and congratulate the new members of the Knights of 

Columbus were Supreme Knight Cone and District Deputy Lee. Thomas Macksey was elected Charter Grand 

Knight and Fr Flynn was appointed Chaplain.. 

 Grand Knight Macksey wasted no time in setting forth an active agenda for the Council. He appointed by-

laws committee to prepare a document as soon as possible. Dues had to be established and a permanent 

meeting place arranged. Int eh months to follow the Council settled on the Royal Arcanum Hall and corresponded 

with various other  Councils to attend Vespers Services at their local Parishes throughout the Newark Diocese. 

 

(to be continued in the January Crusader) 



 

 

 

 

  

My Fellow Brother Knights, 
     What a difference a year makes.  This time last 
year I was wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 
hoped that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with 
your families.  While I wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a wonderful Advent Season again this year, it is 
important to be careful with the COVID Virus being in 
our midst’s.  
    Unlike last year where I spoke of Mandatory 
Programs, there are no Mandatory programs this 
year, as I am sure you are aware. While you can still 
do any program you wish, just remember it is still 
necessary to do 16 Programs (4 in each Program 
area). Some of our programs involve donations 
(RSVP, Fr. John F. Murray Scholarship Program, 
Polar Bear Plunge, Deborah Hospital, and 
Intellectual Disabilities Drive for example). We 
understand that you are all having difficulties with 
fundraising, and now is the time to think outside the 
box. There are so many people who need our 
assistance, and we need to be able to provide that 
assistance if possible.   
     Furthermore, please do not forget to run one of the 
programs within the Keep Christ in Christmas 
Program model (Keep Christ in Christmas Card 
Program and the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster 
Contest). There is also the Food for the Hungry-
Holiday Food Baskets Program and the Coats for 
Kids Program going on right now.  Additionally, stay 
tuned for updated information on the Free Throw 
Contest. We are looking at some challenges and 
depending on each Diocese we may not be running 
this program for this Fraternal Year. I hope this will not 
be the case but there are some rumblings of certain 
Diocese’s who are cancelling all indoor basketball 
activities. We will advise you all of what develops. 
     There is one other item I would like to speak about. 
I cannot emphasize how important it is to report what 
you are doing to the State and Supreme. So far for the 
1st Quarter in New Jersey we have a total of 6 
Councils who have reported a total of 24 programs 
through all 4 program models. I know this cannot be 
all the Programs run so far for the 1st quarter in the 
entire State of New Jersey.  PLEASE REPORT 
YOUR ACTIVITIES ON THE FORM 10784 to 
Supreme and the State. 
     REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR MASKS, SOCIAL 
DISTANCE AND WASH YOU HANDS!!!      
     Thank you for all you do for the Order. The 
General Program Team wishes all Brother Knights 
and your families a Blessed Christmas and a Happy, 
and Healthy New Year. 
Scott Williams, FDD 
General Program Director.                                                                     
 

Sir Knights and Brothers all,  
     What a year 2020 has been! I cannot remember 
when we have experienced such things like the 
COVID – 19 Pandemic, Elections, illness among 
families and friends, and an array of other extreme 
activities! 
     Thanksgiving brought a new focus on personal 
things and what REALLY matters.  I have friends who 
still believe none of this is real.  Well, IT IS! 
     Friends who blame others who execute an 
Executive Order that states, by law, that they cannot 
hug a loved one at a nursing home facility, but only 
see them through a glass window. I would trade a 
year of punishment to have a few moments to see 
my mother or father again. Is it not better to see the 
loved one through a window than to see them lying at 
a viewing?  We just need to look at the big picture 
and not to become self-serving to our own needs. 
     That is what Advent and Christmas bring.  A new 
light, that breath of clean fresh air.  Take advantage 
of making a good Advent into a GREAT Advent by 
refocusing our lives, thoughts, and actions.  Don’t let 
your life rule you, rule your own life as Jesus has 
taught each of us.  Start soon! 
     The Pandemic has given us challenges &  
opportunities for the communities and for us, the 
Knights of Columbus of New Jersey.  Many Knights 
are now faced with unemployment, illnesses in the 
family and a myriad of other growing problems.  I ask 
that you put yourself in another brother's shoes and 
ask, "What if it were me?"  Would you be able to 
make a choice of food or heat for your family?  I ask 
every Council and Assembly in the State to put a 
team of 2 or 3 Brothers who will be the contact for a 
brother in need in said Council/Assembly. He can talk 
to that team and they will discreetly get the food 
needed by that Brother without anyone else 
knowing. If your Council/Assembly cannot help feed 
our own then reach out to your Diocese State 
Officer. If nothing is available, call me. I'll get that 
Brother's family the food that they need! 
     I congratulate all the new Sir Knights from the 
First and Second Districts of New Jersey! 
     I encourage all Third Degree members to join and 
become an integral partner of the Fourth Degree this 
spring! 
     On behalf of The Master of the First NJ District, 
Paul Pinkman, and his family and my family, we wish 
you and your families a warm and happy, health and 
mostly a Merry Christmas and a much brighter New 
Year! 

Vivat Jesus,  

John W. Brandon,  

Master, Second NJ District 
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 Brothers, 

     At the beginning of this Fraternal Year, Supreme 

added some new Programs, some required, some 

not required.  

     One of these Programs is the Sacramental Gifts 

Program. Some Councils have been doing this 

Program long before Supreme made it a mandatory 

Program in the Faith Activities category. Some 

have been giving mothers gifts at the Baptisms of 

their children, some do roses, others give the 

mother a small pin of a Cross with a rose on it. 

Work with your Pastor, asking his permission to do 

this as well as any recommendations he may have 

as to the gifts to be presented for the upcoming 

Sacrament, whether it be First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation, matrimony, even going through the 

RCIA program at the Parish 

     A popular gift for the child’s First Communion 

has been the Communion Kit which is a “First 

Missile” book, a Communion pin, a scapular and 

rosary beads, white for girls, black for boys. These 

books are great keepsakes for the parents as well 

as educational for the children, as the book has the 

order of the Mass and other information the children 

will get use of. 

     Another gift is the Confirmation books, which 

has the ceremony in there, as well as a brief 

question and answer section. This book will help 

prepare for this important Sacrament. 

Both of these items are available through the “Keep 

Christ Before Us” Program, check it out in the 

Grand Knights Manual, listed under “Faith 

Programs”.  

     Another “mandatory” program is the Council 

Retreat program, which asks each Council to host a 

retreat for its members, whether it is a 1 or 3 day 

event . 

     Please consider these programs when setting 

up your setting up your calendar. 

 

“Happy December to all!” 
 

     Well it’s that time of year we all wait for. I know I 
do. And at this time the OLM team hopes all is well 
and to those who may be affected by hardships 
know you are in our prayers.  
     I want to report that many brothers have had 
tremendous success in implementing Online 
membership recruiting. However, I’ve visited some 
councils and still find that there are council officers 
still treating Online membership as something that is 
a “passing fad” and will “fade away”.  Believe me 
when I say that it is not. This is and will continue to 
be the new way of recruiting. But more importantly it 
is to every member’s benefit  to embrace it.  It IS the 
easiest and affective way to recruit. Our goal for this 
year is  584. So far, we’ve accomplished more than 
33% of that goal. Remember, these goals feed into 
the entire membership for all of NJ. Hence, all of our 
attention should focus on MEMBERSHIP for our 
order, not what process we use to recruit.  
     On a recent call with the Supreme OLM director a 
number of questions arose.  One was: “What are the 
most effective methods councils in your jurisdiction 
use to communicate with prospective online 
members?” Another, “How are you getting councils 
in your jurisdiction to move online members into the 
councils when they have indicated they want to 
join?”  My brothers I am pleased to announce that 
we, the NJ OLM team, had developed a process 
very early on and continue to use it in addressing 
these questions and resolving issues.  
     The entire call evolved around the importance of 
OLM recruiting. As I’ve said before I sincerely 
believe OLM IS the excitement that’s going to make 
a HUGE difference in our recruiting. To further affect 
this difference, we’ve expanded our OLM team to 
include a Coordinator for each diocese. They are: 
Paterson - Mike Vaclavicek,  Metuchen - Joe Baker, 
Trenton – Bill Horton, Camden – John Serin , 
Newark Archdiocese -  (TBN’d). I encourage 
everyone to contact me or any member of my OLM 
team with ANY questions.  We will get you the 
answer to ensure your success.  

 

“Set Your Goals and Go for It!”   

Have a Wonderful and Safe Christmas. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
Ken Genco, FDD,  
NJ State On-line Membership Director 
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Brothers, 
    “We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable 

servant, Fr. Michael J. McGivney on earth according 

to the design of your holy will.”  How many tens of 

millions, hundreds of millions of times has our loving 

God heard this sentence from the prayer for Fr. 

McGivney’s canonization? Asking only to fulfill 

God’s holy will; requested humbly. No doubt, you, 

like I, have been saying this prayer of supplication 

for years. Now those prayers have been answered 

as our Venerable Founder becomes our Blessed 

Founder. On March 15, 2008 Fr. McGivney was 

declared “Venerable” indicating he lived a life of 

heroic virtue. This year on May 27, nearly twenty-

three years after his cause was opened, Pope 

Francis authorized a decree that a miracle attributed 

to Fr. McGivney’s intercession has been approved.  

Spotlighting our founder and his reasons for 

founding the Order; i.e., to strengthen men in their 

faith and to provide for the financial needs of 

families overwhelmed by illness or death of the 

breadwinner, this spotlight will draw more Catholic 

men to join with us. The Knights of Columbus helps 

us husbands and fathers not only fortify our faith, 

but also provides an opportunity for us to protect our 

families. Is it significant that the approved miracle 

involved the son of one of our general agents from 

our insurance program?   

     I like to think so. When Patrick McGivney died 

unexpectedly, young Michael had to leave the 

seminary to help provide for his family. He and his 

family struggled through the loss of his father and 

then as the curate at St. Mary’s he saw parishioners 

facing similar situations. He saw a need and he took 

action.   

     Speaking of being a man of action, now is the 

time for you to take action: You will soon receive, if 

you have not yet already received it, the 2020 

Fraternal Survey. It may be filled out in paper form 

or online. Whether on paper or online, please take a 

minute to complete it.  It will be prefilled with much 

of your information to make it a snap to complete.  

There is a very informative insert included in the 

survey packet. Please take a minute to review that, 

too. I consider it a worthy calling to carry on the 

work of our Blessed Founder.  

     Thanks to you for all the good works you carry 

out in the name of the Order. Your acts of charity 

are even more critical considering this current 

pandemic. Thank you for all you do! 

Robert McGeehan, 

General Agent 

 

Merry Christmas Brothers, 
      December is upon us and the holiday rush is 

almost here. This year with all that the pandemic 

has thrown us the Squires have rolled up their 

sleeves and gotten to work as best as they can, 

however with the recent resurgence many of our 

planned activities have been postponed or otherwise 

changed. Events such as our Craft Vendor Sale has 

been postponed to the spring, our annual fall retreat 

has also been postponed or may become a virtual 

event. In spite of the disappointing turn of events 

everything is not bad news however; 

Some past events: 

 Our Mount Olive Circle held our annual 
Soccer Challenge with over 15 participants 
and plans in the works for a regional 
challenge. 

 A fall flower sale was held to raise funds for 
charitable giving 

 The Silver Rose was celebrated in Sparta; 
Many Squires and Squire Roses participated 
in the mass honoring our Blessed Mother. 

Some upcoming plans and events: 

 A virtual Investiture ceremony that for all the 
circles in the State is being planned. 

 The State Squires are planning on 
participating in the Mid Term District Deputy 
Meeting.  

 A Christmas Mass and party for residents at 
a local assisted living facility is being 
planned. This would be the 15th year of this 
great event of celebrating mass and following 
up with Christmas goodies and song. 

     The Squires are building tomorrow’s leaders 
today so if your council or assembly doesn’t sponsor 
your own circle it’s time to consider doing so. 
     So remember, start a circle and grow your own 
Knight! 
God Bless and thank you for all your support  
Esto Dignus - Be Worthy 
Tom Rohe  
NJ State Squires Director 
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COUNCIL NAME TOWN CHARTER DATE 

2061 Our Lady of Victory Sayreville 12/1/1919 

10994 St Francis of Assisi Wrightstown 12/1/1992 

4504 Union Union 12/2/1957 

5903 Prince of Peace Englishtown 12/2/1966 

6735 St Peters Merchantville 12/5/1975 

7677 St Gregory the Great Hamilton Square 12/8/1980 

6320 St Therese Succasunna 12/9/1971 

7926 St Martha Pt Pleasant 12/9/1981 

4885 Pope Pius XII Edison 12/12/1959 

6522 Fr. Capodanno Forked River 12/13/1973 

2561 Caldwell Caldwell 12/14/1924 

7020 Brigantine Brigantine 12/14/1977 

636 Princeton Princeton 12/16/1901 

6195 Our Lady of Mt Carmel Nutley 12/17/1969 
943 St Anthony Butler 12/18/1904 

5920 Msgr Joseph R Brestel Hawthorne 12/18/1966 

474 Warren Phillipsburg 12/19/1899 

3187 Red Bank Fair Haven 12/19/1948 

6196 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Newark 12/21/1969 

1179 Santa Maria Mt Holly 12/23/1906 

475 Paulus Hook Jersey City 12/24/1899 

1178 Bloomfield Bloomfield 12/27/1906 
State Deputy Vincent Tavormina, along with the entire NJ State Council and the Newsletter Staff, would like to 
take this opportunity to wish ALL councils best wishes on their Charter Anniversary.  
    May your council continue to grow and do good deeds for many more years to come!  Let’s continue to grow 

our Order, expand our programs and continue to be Patriots Protecting All God’s Children! 
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