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Tatham Assembly Dinner
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Persecuted Christians 
On Wednesday, March 14, 2018, the John Tatham
Assembly, 4th Degree held its annual Seminarian
dinner honoring and supporting the current
seminarians from the Trenton Diocese. The Assembly
holds raffles and dinners throughout the year to raise
money for the support of the Trenton seminarians and
presents checks to each at the dinner. This year
Bishop David O’Connell attended the dinner along
with a number of state officers to say THANK YOU to
these men who have heard the voice of God and are
pursuing that calling to the priesthood. The Assembly
gave out $1500 to 15 seminarians from the profit
realized from their fundraising events. 

Pictured at the dinner are (l-r) Peter Cassiano, Deputy
Director State RSVP Program; Jim Sweeney, State
Warden; Bishop David O’Connell; Msgr. James
Innocenzi; Jim Stoever, State Treasurer; Bob Hatler,
State Deputy; Vince Tavormina, State Secretary. 

The Queen of Peace Knights of Columbus Council
3428 recently honored the winners of its annual
"Keep Christ in Christmas" Poster Contest at the
Columbian Club. 

All of the children's winning artwork will be entered in
the Knights' statewide contest.   The Council wishes
to thank Queen of Peace Grammar School and the
Queen of Peace CCD School for their help and
cooperation.

Displaying their winning artwork are (l. to r.) Ages 5 to
7 Division, Anthony Maglio - 1st Place, Brianne
O'Donnell - 2nd Place, Ava Branca-Boylan - 3rd
Place;   Ages 8 to 11 Division, Gabriel Ramos - 1st
Place,  Alyssa Daan - 2nd Place; and Ages 12 to 14
Division, Amanda Bayas - 2nd Place.  Not pictured is
Maria Pizzuta, Ages 12 to 14 - 1st Place.  

3428 Poster Contest



MSGR. R.G. Fitzpatrick Council 7041, Hasbrouck
Heights, NJ in conjunction with Corpus Christi Parish,
in Hasbrouck Heights raised $2745.00 in donations
for New Hope, Inc. New Hope, Inc. is an outreach
organization that provides help for single first-time
mothers and their babies. New Hope was founded on
the premise that all human life is precious. The
volunteers feel rewarded by their efforts in helping
women who are facing difficult circumstances raising
a baby alone. New Hope provides subsidies for
housing, day care, education and counseling, as well
as a three-year mentoring program. 

Pictured with the Staff of New Hope is Anthony B.
Bernice, PGK, FDD, Respect Life Chair for Council
7041.

The CavalCade

Page 10

On Friday night, March 16, a Knighthood Degree was
exemplified at Council 2346 in Nutley.  One of the 2nd
Degree Knights who was a candidate at the degree
was Vincent Stabile, a senior at DePaul Catholic High
School in Wayne.  Russell Petrocelli, Master of the 1st
NJ District, asked the Conferring Officer for the honor
of knighting Vincent at the  conclusion of the degree.
It was an honor to perform the knighting as the
Master is the Principal of DePaul Catholic High
School.  The new 3rd Degree Knight will be able to tell
Brother Knights that he was   knighted into the 3rd
Degree by the Principal of his High School.  Vincent’s
father also took his 3rd Degree that evening.

Nutley Knighthood

Baby Bottle Boomerang

Our Council received an email from Supreme
concerning the Persecuted Christians and asking us
to help raise funds. We received a startup kit and had
to order  additional materials due to its great success.
We followed the guidelines of the Fraternal Mission
Department Action provided by Supreme.

Our Council Raised $5,288.67 for Our Christian
Brothers and Sisters in the Middle East.

Also, one of our Brothers, SK Robert P. Heenan,
CCC, FDD, PGK, PFN member #3612508. Brother
Bob had recruited over one hundred new members
into the Knights of Columbus.

Sincerely,
Joseph T. Polidoro, GK

Persecuted Christians 
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The Seminarian Letter Program received a
"President's Award" of the National Catholic
Educational Association at their convention in St.
Louis, Missouri, attended by over 8,000 Catholic
educators. The other four "President's Award"
winners included a person who raised $128,000,000
for the Archdiocese of New York City Catholic
schools (i.e., Wall Street money) and a retired law
professor from the University of California-Berkeley
who has written books on the school voucher issue
since the 1970's. See NCEA website.

Also, the Seminarian Letter Program was the subject
of an interview on NET TV of the Archdiocese of
Brooklyn. To view on YouTube, google "NET TV
Currents Tirado Engesser." ("Currents" is the TV
program name; "Engesser" is name of TV
interviewer.)

The national award and the tv interview are examples
of the respect the world has for who we are and what
we do at the New Jersey State Council of the Knights
of Columbus.

Seminarian Letter Program

Queen of Peace Council 3679 serving parishes in
Northern New Jersey held its Annual Post-Christmas
Dinner on December 28, 2017. Grand Knight John
Hernandez presented Grace Ditzel, Parish Secretary
for the Church of St. Mary in Closter, NJ, with a
Certificate of Appreciation for her hard work,
dedication, and service not only to the Parish but also
to the Council. Grace has been very helpful in
scheduling, rescheduling the many activities of the
Council held at St. Mary's. This recognition is well
deserved and her efforts are much appreciated by the
Knights of Columbus.

Post Christmas Dinner

It doesn't happen often that you receive notice
regarding a New Jersey Knights of Columbus Council
charter, founded in 1899, being located near Fort
Worth, Texas. 

But that is what happened as an estate buyer recently
found a framed National Council document from June
1899. 

The document recognized the beginning of a new
Knights of Columbus Council in Camden, New Jersey
in 1899. The assigned council number was 439.

(Charters at that time were identified as National
Council and later changed to Supreme Council.)

The charter is still in the original frame and, of course,
has some wear and tear but is still in remarkable
shape after over 115 years. 

It is signed by Edward L. Hearn, Supreme Knight, and
Daniel Caldwell, Secretary, June 25, 1899. 

The buyer contacted Supreme Council, who in turn,
contacted NJ Executive Secretary, John Connell, who
in turn contacted me. 

The charter was shipped carefully secured in bubble
wrap and plastic and placed in a suitable cardboard
shipping box and arrived earlier this month.

While Council 439 presently is inactive, there is hope
for reactivation in the near future in one of the
restructured parishes in the city of Camden.

Fraternally,

Andy Lipenta, PSD, VSM

Odyssey Council Charter
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Elizabeth Council 253 sponsored a Catholic School
Week poster and essay contest for Saint Genevieve
School in Elizabeth. The theme of the contest was
“What Does Catholic School Mean to Me?”

The contest, in conjunction with the National Catholic
School Week celebration from January 28 to
February 3, was meant to encourage the students to
articulate the benefits of a Catholic School education.

The entire school was very enthusiastic and
participation was tremendous. The essay contest
winner was invited to speak at the 10:30 Mass on
Sunday, January 28, and all of the entries were
displayed throughout the school during the open
house held that day.

Each winner received a Barnes and Noble gift card
from Elizabeth Council 253.

This year’s winners were:

Essay Contest

1st place Camryn Lee    

2nd place Sophia Calvache

3rd  place Karla Vargas 

Poster Contest

1st  place Lia Miranda

2nd place Sofia Alfaro 

3rd  place Lisette de la Fuente Chavez 

Catholic School Contests

Council 11671 of St. Philip the Apostle had the honor 
of inducting nine new members to add to their
growing Knights of Columbus membership.

Clifton Additions

Keystone Lunch
The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus Council
6203 held their annual Keystone Special Citizens
Community Lunch at the Holy Savior Academy on
March 10th. Every Month Father John Alvarado from
Sacred Heart Church holds a special Mass for the
Mentally Challenged residents from the Keystone
Community as well as other residents from Middlesex
County. This monthʼs theme was St. Patrickʼs Day. 

The South Plainfield Knights have supported this
Special Citizens lunch for over 30 years. Pizza,
pretzels, dessert and drinks were served to the over
ninety residents that attended. 

Those who helped out this year were the following
Knights – Grand Knight Joe McGeehan, Bill Butrico,
Ted Rubino, Robert Smith, Tom Walsh, Steve
Belanger, Tony Wargacki, and Phil Thomas. 

Also the Knights have to thank to following women
who help run this event each month for Sacred Heart
Church: Kathy and Laurie Keenan who also donated
all of the St. Patrickʼs gifts, Angela Mecurio and
Eileen Sanchez. 

The Knights and Father John Alvarado would like to
thank everyone who helped out and donated to this
very worthy cause 

Thank You, 
Joe Scrudato 

Council 6203 Special Citizens Chairman 
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Council 15540 has been a supporter of Quilts for Kids
for a number of years. Quilts for Kids provides
quilts,  handmade  by  its  volunteers, to  children  in
hospitals throughout America, including St. Peter’s
University Hospital in New Brunswick. This donation
is just one of many dispersed from the proceeds. 

Thank you,
Joe Lang, Grand Knight
Bishop Edward T. Hughes Council 15540

Above, Andrew S. Casella, Council Recorder,
representing the Knights of Columbus Bishop
Edward T. Hughes Council 15540, Three Bridges,
New Jersey, presents a check in the amount of
$1000.00 to Linda Arye, Founder and President, of
Quilts for Kids, Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania.

Photo of William Horton, Jr., DDSK #22 presenting
the Columbian Award to Stephen Martino; Grand
Knight of St. Catherina of Siena Council 15703,
Farmingdale, N.J. for 2016-2017 Fraternal Year. 

Mother Seton Council 5427 of the Knights of
Columbus of the Township of Washington, NJ, held
its annual winter food drive on Saturday, December 2,
in the Township. Chuck Merlo, Food Drive
Co-Chairman, said, “This was another successful
food drive. Our residents were once again their usual
generous selves donating more than 300 bags of
food and non-perishable items and $225 in cash.” 

The knights delivered the goods to the Helping
Hands Food Pantry in Hillsdale. Theresa Sayers,
Helping Hands food drive coordinator, “Thanked
Chuck and all the men who helped out on a
wonderful food drive. God bless you and have a
Merry Christmas.”

Chuck thanks all who donated and his brother
knights and the boy scouts from Troop 321 who
worked on the drive. He also gives special thanks to
Kevin Lynch, Chairman of Oritani Bank. The Oritani
Bank Charitable Foundation contributed $1,000 to
cover the cost of printing and mailing the food drive
flyer to all Township residents. 

The picture, taken outside the Pfliegler Pavilion at the
Council, shows a sampling of the donations and the
knights and young helpers who did the collecting.

Quilts for Kids Food Drive 

Columbian Award

St. Ann's Knights of Columbus Council 2853 of Fair
Lawn recently distributed three individual checks of
$3,330 to three local organizations that assist
persons having intellectual disabilities.

The checks were presented to the Opportunity
Center of Fair Lawn, the Childrens' Therapy Center
(CTC) of Fair Lawn, and the (ADA) Americans with
Disabilities Act Committee. An additional amount of
$1,110 or 10 percent was also given to the New
Jersey State Council Knights of Columbus for distri-
bution to their charities that assist persons having
intellectual disabilities.

St. Ann’s Raises Funds
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Wheel Chair Ramp Donated
For Reggie and Sheila Willis from 1707 Grant Avenue
in South Plainfield, life is a little bit easier today. On
December 30th in twelve degree temperature and a
heavy morning snow storm, the South Plainfield
Knights of Columbus Council 6203, the Woodbridge
Knights of Columbus Council 857 and members of
the American Irish Organization joined together to
come to the aid of a resident in dire need. 

Reggie Willis who recently became wheelchair bound
had no way of getting into his house so his wife
Sheila contacted Bill Butrico for his help. 

Instead of building a permanent wooden ramp like in
the past, the South Plainfield Knights  bought a
movable aluminum ramp a few years ago that can be
taken apart and rebuilt for quick turnaround time.
This is the third time this ramp has been used to help
a needy resident in South Plainfield. 

Grand Knight Joe McGeehan would like to thank
everyone who helped in building the ramp as well
the Woodbridge Knights of Columbus Council 857
and members of the American Irish Organization
for their great collaboration on this project for this
great cause. 

Thank you 

Joe Scrudato

Building the ramp were the following Knights and
support people - Mike Chomo, Sean Keaveney, Ed
Thompson, Ed McSherry, Bill Butrico, Nick
McGeehan, Walter Adenau, Mike Butrico, Jim
Leathem, Adam Butrico, Joe McGeehan, Kevin
Flanagan, James Butrico, Tom Walsh, Peter Guido,
Joe Lammi, Steve Turrise, Derek Smith, Gerry
Butrico, and Harold Bolton. 

This year’s Third Annual Knights of Columbus “Keep
Christ in Christmas Poster Contest” was sponsored
by Ocean City Council 2560.  Participants from St.
Damien’s CCD program ages five through fourteen
submitted poster entries to display their creative
talents and imaginations while understanding the
true, spiritual meaning of Christmas.  Pictured are the
winners and runner up from each age category.  The
winning posters have advanced to compete with
other       winners from each State District.  Good luck
to this year’s St. Damien winners.  Father Thomas F.
Blake Council 2560 would like to thank all those who
submitted entries.

Left Photo ; pictured left to right, Barry Anes (OC
Knight), Taylor Beckman (runner up 5 - 7 year old),
Alana Clevinger (runner up 8 - 10 year old), and
Madeline Cirilo (Winner 11 - 14 year old).  

Right Photo; pictured left to right, Erin Fredericks
(runner up 11 - 14 year old), and Luis Benigno (winner
5 - 7 year old).  Not present is Ginger Mumman,
winner for 8 - 10 year old.



Happy Birthday Joe!!!!! Annual Free Throw Contest
The St. Joseph Knights of Columbus Council 10627
in High Bridge held their annual Free Throw
Championship with a record number of boys and girls
ages nine through eleven participating. Entrants
came from High Bridge, Lebanon Township and the
surrounding area and the event was co-sponsored by
the High Bridge Youth Basketball (HBYB) and
Lebanon Township Athletic Association (LTAA). This
event started in 1992, is considered one of their best
youth service opportunities. This year over 150
youths competed – a record  number! Competition
was   conducted over a two week period at HBYB
and LTAA practices. Fifteen free throw attempts each
were allowed in the contests. An additional
competition was held on February 14th to conduct
the final tie breaker ʻshootoutsʼ for the highest scorers
in the HBYB and LTAA programs. Contestants
compete within their gender and age group. Local
winners move on to the Knightsʼ district, regional, and
state or provincial    levels. From there, some winners
make it to the international level for championship
competition in their group. Shootouts were required
in 3 of the 12    brackets! All shoot out finalists and
winners were rewarded with a certificate award and a
Gronskyʼs Milk House gift card. Finalists and
champions were: 
•  9 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Maya Bhatt (LTAA), 

Shoot-Out Finalist: Taylor Baykowski (LTAA) 
•  9 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Kyle Beers (LTAA) 
• 10 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Kate Johnson (HBYB) 
• 10 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Dillon Devine (LTAA) 
• 11 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Maansi Patel (LTAA) 
• 11 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Eli Hanley (LTAA), 

Shoot-Out Finalist: Tristan Egan (HBYB) 
• 12 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Maya Wurst (HBYB) 
• 12 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Ryan Voorhees (HBYB) 
• 13 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Eliza Truempy (LTAA), 

Shoot-Out Finalist: Bella Donofrio (LTAA), 
Shoot-Out Finalist: Lindsay Kinsky (HBYB) 

• 13 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Matt Avalone (LTAA) 
• 14 Year Old Girls’ Champion: Lauren Beers (LTAA) 
• 14 Year Old Boys’ Champion: Chase Tatoris (LTAA)

Maansi Patel, Maya Wurst and Eli Hanley were repeat
champions from prior competitions. Winners will
advance to the Knightsʼ district  competition to
beheld at the Immaculate Conception School in
Annandale, with an eye toward moving on to the state
and international levels. 

Each year the Knights of Columbus Council 4524 of
East Rutherford, NJ conduct a canteen for ARC of
Bergen & Passaic Counties. We supply food,
beverage, and desert for the guests. Each year we
also have a fundraiser and this year were able to
present them with a check for $1613.19. 

Pictured above are members of our council and
volunteers that assisted to make this affair a success
and Grand Knight Mario Fanego presenting the check
to Joanne Brady, Manager of the ARC facility.

Knights of Columbus Council 5410 Congratulates
Joe Berry on reaching his 100th Birthday. 

The luck of the Irish has certainly bestowed a great
life for Mr. Joe Berry, a long standing member of
Knights of Columbus Council 5410, Flanders, NJ. On
Friday March 16th, 2018, Joe will celebrate his 100th
Birthday. At a recent St. Patrick’s Day  celebration, we
honored Joe for his accomplishments in life. 

May the luck of the Irish and God’s blessings be
always with you, Joe! 

Pete Grice 
Cell (973) 610-1308

Presenting the award from Karl Anderson, Supreme
Knight for the Knights of Columbus, New haven, CT.
is local Council 5410’s Grand Knight Bill Grant. 
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Brothers:

I was struck the other day by the irony of how our
lawmakers and politicians think here in New
Jersey. In an effort to protect the lives of our
citizens, and our children, they have enacted
some of the strictest gun laws in the country. A
member of my council, who is a retired police
officer, was asked by a friend and fellow New
Jersey resident how he could get a concealed
carry permit for a gun. My friend responded,
“Move.”

Yet this same state places no restrictions
whatsoever on abortions, allowing them even up
to the point of birth. A state that has such high
regard for the lives and safety of its citizens has
absolutely no regard for the lives of its unborn
citizens! Want more irony? Planned Parenthood
came out in support of the recent March for Our
Lives, saying how important it is that we protect
the lives of our children!

This is the world, nation, and state that we live in.
This is what we are facing in our battle for a
Culture of Life, and the landscape keeps
changing. We replaced a pro-abortion President
with one that is Pro-Life, while losing a Pro-Life
governor in our state. The politicians control the
laws, and the media control public opinion
through a steady stream of messages about “a
woman’s right to choose” and the “anti-abortion
activists” who are working to take away that right.

This makes our job very difficult, but we must not
give up. We must continue our efforts (no – dou-
ble or triple them) to provide love and support for
women facing this choice, so as to make sure
that they know that their community will be there
when they need help if they choose life. However,
that is only half of the job!

We provide material support to agencies through-
out the state that provide these services to young
mothers-to-be who come to them for help. But
what about the thousands of women that are
looking for this help, looking for a reason to
choose life, but do not know that that help is
there? We must tell our communities, our state,
and our country what we are doing! Send letters
to the editor, press releases on what you’ve done,
sponsor billboards proclaiming that help is there
for the asking!

It won’t be easy, though. Planned Parenthood

and other abortion advocacy groups don’t want
people to know that. New Jersey Right to Life
lists sixty-three crisis pregnancy centers here in
New Jersey, while Planned Parenthood’s web site
only lists twenty-two clinics. Do you think they
want people to know that for every one of theirs
that would close if
government funding
stops (which they
keep claiming will
happen), there are
three to take their
place? They aren’t the
only bastion of
women’s healthcare,
and we can outnum-
ber them!

The more women we
reach with this
message, the more
will realize that
abortion is not the only solution to their situation.
They can choose life and find the joy of
unplanned parenthood, without facing financial
ruin. Their pregnancy then becomes the best
thing that ever happened to them, instead of the
worst.

We as Catholic citizens need to revitalize our
Catholic Voices and, speaking with compassion,
especially on life issues, and recognize the
difficult choices that many women are forced to
make, show them that there is another, better,
way. It is through our words and acts of love and
compassion that we will turn hearts to our cause
and bring us back to a culture of life.

Vivat Jesus!
Steven J. Richardson, FM

Culture of Life Program Director
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The Power of One

State Membership Chairman
Hello Brothers.  It may not exactly feel like it but

Spring is here!  In less than a month, we can all look forward to
the Awards Ceremony at the Convention Center on May 18.  As
a reminder, all award forms needed to have been turned in by
the DD’s to each of the Program Chairmen.  In that way, we can
be sure to honor the winners of the many programs we offer.  In
addition, all Council reports—such as Food for the Hungry and
Eyes for the Needy—needed to have been submitted by now.
Unfortunately, if you have not yet accomplished this, it is too
late for this year’s Convention.  However, you certainly can start
sending them to the appropriate Chairmen to guarantee they
are recognized at next year’s convention.

I’d like to now address particular areas and  activities.
In regard to the Council and Fraternal Activities, it is imperative
that you submit the Supreme forms at the same time that you
enter the Family of the Month information to guarantee recog-
nition.  Please also submit your forms for Knight of the Year and
Family of the Year, as these awards are for the men who are
chosen for this Fraternal Year.   It is     crucial that you take the
time to keep informed by reading the information provided on
the thumb drive given to you.  By doing so, you know that we
will be honoring the winners of the Council Website and Council
Newsletter by Diocese.  Winners for the Photography Contest
will also be receiving awards.

We will be honoring the CCD & Parochial Teacher of
the Year, as well as Chaplain of the Year.  As stated on the
thumb drive, I want to acknowledge the fabulous work of John
Tirado who was in charge of the Seminarian Letter Program.
The deadline for ordering Holy Communion and Confirmation
Books is April 1st.  Please get in touch with John Gazis, the
hardest working man in the Knights, if you need to still order
any.

April 1st is also the deadline for submitting the Eyes
for the Needy report and the Food for the Hungry report.  Both
of those are part of our Community Activities.  Furthermore, we
will be honoring Coats for the Kids and Veteran Affairs winners.
Mark your calendars for June 24 and get your teams ready for
the Tank Pull in the North.

State Finals for our Youth Programs will be on April
8th.  The Free Throw run again by John Gazis and the Spelling
Bee run by Ray Lillie are part of this.  It is absolutely imperative
that those involved in Youth Activities complete the SAFE
AWARENESS program.  Please contact our State Advocate
Ray Sands to obtain the needed information.  

Believe it or not, we are nine months into the Fraternal
Year.  As a benchmark, your SP-7 for the Columbian Award
should be at least two-thirds complete.  If you recall, you 
definitely need to have ONE Domestic Church Activity in each
area.  Thank you to all Councils for their submissions of the
STSP’s for our BIG awards occurring Friday afternoon at the
Convention. 

It is recommended that you consider joining the NJ
STATE COUNCIL PROGRAMS
2017-2018, located on our
Programs’ page on Facebook.
If you need any assistance to
meet these goals, remember,
we are only a phone call or
email away.

In conclu-
sion, I would like to share a
quote from Ben Franklin.  “Tell
me and I forget.  Teach me and
I remember.  Involve me and I
learn.”

Harold Delaney, FDD
NJ State General Program
Director

The CavalCade

Dear Brother Knights:

Over the past 10 months, I have been discussing the
concept of using social media as a means of recruiting
new members and our entrance to the Online
Membership platform on February 5, 2018 certainly
emphasized this concept.  As this is certainly the
direction that we are headed in for reaching out to
perspective members, there is always another proven
method that cements the presence of your council in
your local parish – the Church Drive.  Church Drives
have traditionally been held this time of year to
correspond with Founder’s Day (March 29), but with
March 29 being Holy Thursday this year, Church Drives
are being held throughout the month of April, and even
into May, I would like to review with you the concept of
the Church Drive.

HOW TO CONDUCT A CHURCH DRIVE

It makes sense to look for new members in the place
you’re most likely to find them — your parish. One 
efficient and proven way to do this is to hold a Church
Recruitment Drive. Here are steps to success for your
event.

1. The Preparation Phase

Get permission from  your pastor to hold  a Church
Recruitment Drive Weekend after all Masses.

Contact your council’s field agent to get his 
assistance.

Advertise the drive in the parish bulletin.

Order your Church Recruitment Drive Kit in advance.

Organize your members into teams for the drive 
weekend. Make sure that enough council members are
committed to covering each Mass.

Conduct a First Degree Ceremonial within one week of
the recruitment drive.   If necessary, use the First
Degree Video Production available via Officers Online.

2. The Implementation Phase

Arrange for a membership recruitment announcement
to be made before or after Mass.

Have members, wearing Knights of Columbus 
branded apparel so they are easily identified, 
positioned at the entrances of the Church or other
appropriate area, to talk to prospects about joining and
help them complete a Membership Document (#100) or
a Prospect Card (#921A) if he’d rather learn more about

the Knights before filling out a Membership Document.

3. The Follow-Up Phase

Within 48 HOURS, council members must contact
every prospect who completed a  Membership
Document (#100) or expressed interest in joining
during the Implementation Phase.

Inform prospects of the date, time and location of the
open house and invite families to attend as well. Also,
let them know the date, time and location of the First
Degree Ceremonial.

What Your Council Needs for a Church Drive

To make your Church Recruitment Drive a success you
will need the right tools. Here is a quick guide to what
every council might need to have on hand for their
recruitment drive:

Membership Document (#100):  This is what it is all
about: getting those prospects to sign up and join you
as brother Knights. Next stop — the First Degree, and
then your prospects and their families can start being
active within your council.

Prospect Cards (#921A): These 3”x 5” cards will help
your council collect the contact information on
prospects who are looking for more information
on  your council  before completing a Membership
Document.

If any member of the Membership team can be of
service to you as you plan your Church Drive, please
feel free to contact us.

I look forward to seeing you at the State Convention in
Wildwood on May 18 and 19.

VIVAT JESUS!
Russell D. Petrocelli, FDD
State Membership Director
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General Program DirectorState Deputy
Hello Brothers.  It may not exactly feel like it but

Spring is here!  In less than a month, we can all look forward to
the Awards Ceremony at the Convention Center on May 18.  As
a reminder, all award forms needed to have been turned in by
the DD’s to each of the Program Chairmen.  In that way, we can
be sure to honor the winners of the many programs we offer.  In
addition, all Council reports—such as Food for the Hungry and
Eyes for the Needy—needed to have been submitted by now.
Unfortunately, if you have not yet accomplished this, it is too
late for this year’s Convention.  However, you certainly can start
sending them to the appropriate Chairmen to guarantee they
are recognized at next year’s convention.

I’d like to now address particular areas and  activities.
In regard to the Council and Fraternal Activities, it is imperative
that you submit the Supreme forms at the same time that you
enter the Family of the Month information to guarantee recog-
nition.  Please also submit your forms for Knight of the Year and
Family of the Year, as these awards are for the men who are
chosen for this Fraternal Year.   It is     crucial that you take the
time to keep informed by reading the information provided on
the thumb drive given to you.  By doing so, you know that we
will be honoring the winners of the Council Website and Council
Newsletter by Diocese.  Winners for the Photography Contest
will also be receiving awards.

We will be honoring the CCD & Parochial Teacher of
the Year, as well as Chaplain of the Year.  As stated on the
thumb drive, I want to acknowledge the fabulous work of John
Tirado who was in charge of the Seminarian Letter Program.
The deadline for ordering Holy Communion and Confirmation
Books is April 1st.  Please get in touch with John Gazis, the
hardest working man in the Knights, if you need to still order
any.

April 1st is also the deadline for submitting the Eyes
for the Needy report and the Food for the Hungry report.  Both
of those are part of our Community Activities.  Furthermore, we
will be honoring Coats for the Kids and Veteran Affairs winners.
Mark your calendars for June 24 and get your teams ready for
the Tank Pull in the North.

State Finals for our Youth Programs will be on April
8th.  The Free Throw run again by John Gazis and the Spelling
Bee run by Ray Lillie are part of this.  It is absolutely imperative
that those involved in Youth Activities complete the SAFE
AWARENESS program.  Please contact our State Advocate
Ray Sands to obtain the needed information.  

Believe it or not, we are nine months into the Fraternal
Year.  As a benchmark, your SP-7 for the Columbian Award
should be at least two-thirds complete.  If you recall, you 
definitely need to have ONE Domestic Church Activity in each
area.  Thank you to all Councils for their submissions of the
STSP’s for our BIG awards occurring Friday afternoon at the
Convention. 

It is recommended that you consider joining the NJ
STATE COUNCIL PROGRAMS
2017-2018, located on our
Programs’ page on Facebook.
If you need any assistance to
meet these goals, remember,
we are only a phone call or
email away.

In conclu-
sion, I would like to share a
quote from Ben Franklin.  “Tell
me and I forget.  Teach me and
I remember.  Involve me and I
learn.”

Harold Delaney, FDD
NJ State General Program
Director

My Brothers,
While I write this article on Tuesday of Holy Week, it will

be some time before it reaches all of you so let me say
HAPPY EASTER!  I truly hope it was a joyous one for all of
you and your families. 

As this is the April Cavalcade it’s very hard to believe nine
months of the fraternal year have passed! We set out on the
last quarter of this Columbian Year hoping to  continue in the
positive manner we have experienced statewide during
these past months. 

We are about two months away from our State
Convention! I hope you have made strides to complete your
membership and program goals that you set out in your
planning meeting last summer. There still is time to finish
strong for the year during this last quarter to  complete those
goals. You have the resources in your district deputy, state
membership and program teams and insurance benefits
consultants who stand by ready to assist you in attaining
those goals. Whether you are  completing your term as
Grand Knight or continuing on for another term, please make
the most of this remaining time. 

As I said earlier, our State convention is just weeks away,
specifically May 18 – 19, 2018 in Wildwood NJ. I hope that
you are planning to attend. The convention committee team,
led by State Advocate Raymond Sands, has been working
diligently to make this a special weekend. The annual State
Convention is the one time during the year when we join
together to  celebrate the many accomplishments of our
Councils and its Brothers. We honor those who have
excelled in their service to others, to conduct our business
as a State Council, and to enjoy the fraternity of Brothers and
their families from around the State. 

I am extremely pleased to announce that we will be
honored to have Supreme Treasurer Ronald Schwarz at our
convention representing the Supreme Knight. In  addition we
will have Rev. Fr. Francis Hoffman, “aka Fr. Rocky” the
Executive Director of Relevant Radio as our banquet keynote
speaker.    

Our convention opening Mass is Friday, May 18th at St.
Ann’s Church, Parish of Notre Dame de la Mere, in
Wildwood. His Excellency Bishop Dennis Sullivan, Bishop of
Camden, is scheduled to preside at the  opening Mass along
with State Chaplain Bishop Paul Bootkoski. 

We also have the opportunity to elect a slate of officers
as leaders for our jurisdiction for 2018-2019. Our State
Nominating Committee has interviewed and proposed the
following men to serve as state officers for the next year. For
State Deputy: Robert Hatler; State Secretary: Vincent
Tavormina; State Treasurer: James Stoever; State Advocate:
Raymond Sands; State Warden: Jim Sweeney. I know we will
do our best to represent the entire state and hope we can
count on your support! 

I am also confident that this
year’s convention and dinner
reception will be very special
and look forward to seeing you
there!

My wife, Maryann and I hope
you had the most holy and
joyous Easter Season! 

Vivat Jesus,

Bob Hatler

State Deputy

The CavalCade

State Deputy

ROBERT HATLER

General Program DirectorState Deputy
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Camden Color Corps
On February 28th, Bishop Dennis Sullivan was honored to host a gathering of

all the Color Corps members of the Knights of Columbus from the Diocese of

Camden. Bishop Sullivan is incredibly appreciative of the Color Corps’

dedication of time and skill to the many Masses and ceremonial events Bishop

Sullivan celebrates throughout the year.  Over two hundred and ten Sir Knights

and their Ladies joined with Bishop Sullivan at Scotland Run Country Club in

Williamstown, Gloucester County for the reception.

Later in the evening, at the same venue, Bishop Sullivan was proud to witness

35 local men enter the Knights of Columbus during a First Degree ceremony.

Bishop Sullivan was the degree honoree. 

At the start of the Columbian Year, State Deputy Bob Hatler charged the

Membership Team to conduct an Admission Degree in honor of the local

Ordinary of each diocese in the state.

Last night, FDD George Tutwiler, Membership Chair, for the Diocese of

Camden, arranged for an Admission Degree in honor of Bishop Sullivan.

Thirty-five men joined the Order and the Bishop, who was in attendance, was

thankful for the honor bestowed upon him.

My thanks to FDD Tutwiler, the Admission Degree team from Santa Maria

Council 1443, State Deputy Bob Hatler, State Advocate Ray Sands, Vice

Supreme Master Andy Lipenta, Former Supreme Director Reggie Beckett, who

attended and, the over 100 brother knights who joined with the 35 candidates

to celebrate this exemplification of the Admission Degree. Congratulations to

all these great Knights!

As commented by FSD Reggie Beckett:  “It was an all around wonderful

evening! Thank you Bishop Sullivan for your gracious words of thanks!”
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Palm at the Veterans’ Home
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For our 10th year, Council Saint John XXIII 6621, has recruited other councils in the area

and has gone to the NJ Veterans’ Memorial Home and distributed Palm to ALL the

residents and staff. This year we were at the Veterans’ home on March 24 at 10:00 am. The

day    started out with everyone assembling in the Home’s Chapel followed by a

communion   service and the blessing of the Palm by Deacon Richard Sampson of St.

Padre Pio Parish, Our Lady of Pompeii Church. Then everyone went throughout the home

wishing everyone a Blessed Easter. We would like to thank the members from our Council

6621, Millville Council 1778, Woodbury Msgr. McCorriston Council 1994, St. Margaret

Council 13259, Msgr. Strenski Assembly 1849, and Millville Assembly 1749 for their

participation. The expressions of thanks on the faces of the residents shows what our faith

means to those who cannot get to church every week.

Carmine Amico, FDD, GK 6621

Veterans’ Program Chairman South 




