
Cardinal O’Brien celebrates
Mass in Saint Damien Parish –
a first for Ocean City.
Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien cel-
ebrated the Mass At Saint
Augustine Church of St.
Damien Parish, Friday, March
16th. This was the first time a
Cardinal of the Catholic
Church celebrated Mass in an
Ocean City Church.

Cardinal O’Brien was elevated to the rank of Cardinal on by Pope Benedict XVI at St. Peter’s
Basilica, Rome, Italy. Cardinal O’Brien is Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulcher of Jerusalem, the offices of which are just two blocks from Saint Peter’s Basilica.
Cardinal O’Brien has been Archbishop of Baltimore since 2007. Prior to that position he was
leader of the Archdiocese for U.S. Military Services and Rector of the North American
College in Rome. 

A native New Yorker, Cardinal O’Brien has been vacationing in Ocean City since 1974.
Cardinal O’Brien is a frequent, happy dinner guest of the Juliano family in Ocean City, where
he often ends a delicious Italian meal by making his signature Irish coffee.

Cardinal O’Brien has been invited in several past years by his good friend Father Michael
Rush, Pastor of Saint Damien Parish, to celebrate Mass at Saint Augustine Church. The 8:00
a.m. Mass, Friday, March 16th, was his first Mass in Ocean City as a member of the College of
Cardinals. As a Cardinal, O’Brien will be able to vote in future elections of a new Pope.
There are 213 Cardinals worldwide.

Fraternally,
Carmine Amico

Trenton Council 355, Knights of Columbus held its 53rd annual Charity Ball and Banquet on
Saturday, February 18, 2012 at the Nottingham Ballroom, in Hamilton, NJ. State Deputy Daniel
Rossi, Ph.D. was the honoree for this year’s Ball. Grand Knight Paul M. Donini, Esq. and Charity
Ball Chairman and Toastmaster Gino Melone, PGK presented the State Deputy with several
gifts including an inscribed bust of Christopher Columbus. The principal speaker for the event
was W. James White, Former
Supreme Director of the Knights
of Columbus. Other honored
guests included the Most
Reverend John M. Smith, J.C.D.,
DD, Bishop Emeritus of Trenton,
The Most Reverend Bishop
Charles McDonnell, State
Chaplain, Reverend Fr. Philip
Cordisco, Chaplain of Trenton
Council 355 and District Deputy
Dr. Chester Kulak, PGK, PFN, PCP.
The honoree and honored guests
were escorted by the Bishop Ahr
and Bishop Griffin Assembly
Color Corps.

Fraternally,
Paul Donini, GK
Trenton Council 355

Pictured left to right are the Most Reverend Bishop John M.
Smith, Bishop Emeritus of Trenton, Toastmaster Gino Melone,
PGK, State Deputy Daniel Rossi, Ph.D., Grand Knight Paul M.
Donini, Esq. and Rev. Fr. Phillip Cordisco, Chaplain.
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State Deputy’s Message
Brothers,

Since I last wrote to you, we have completed our Lenten
journey and have celebrated the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior. Halleluiah! Alyce and I hope that you and
your families continue to have a happy and blessed
Easter season.

We also have some wonderful news to share with you.
We just received confirmation that our Worthy Supreme
Knight, Carl Anderson, will be attending our State
Convention. What exciting news for the Order in our
State! This visit is a distinct honor for the Knights of
Columbus in New Jersey and a tribute to your many
accomplishments. We will have a unique opportunity to
hear from one of the truly great Catholic lay leaders of
our time. 

Speaking of the Convention, our State Advocate, Tony
Moskal, and his committee are extremely busy making
many of the final preparations for what I know will be
fantastic weekend. As with any important activity in our
Order, we will start with a beautiful opening Mass at St.
Ann’s Church in Wildwood on Friday morning. Later
that morning and led by the Color Corps, we will lay a
wreath at the Columbus Memorial across from the
Convention Center. Following the ceremony, we will
open our business meeting and proceed to present a
number of awards for outstanding performance by our
fellow Knights. Activities will end around 3:00 pm allow-
ing everyone plenty of time to socialize and have fun
with family and friends. The business meeting on
Saturday is jam packed with activities including a pre-

sentation by the Supreme
Knight, election of State
Officers, and actions on
important resolutions. While
we are busy conducting our
business, the ladies have an
opportunity to enjoy them-
selves at what promises to be
a fun-filled Ladies Luncheon
at Io E Tu Ristorante in
Wildwood. We plan to finish
business by 3:00 pm allowing
time for everyone to prepare for the closing Mass again
at St. Ann’s. Following Mass we will move to the recep-
tion and banquet at the Convention Center. The high-
light of the banquet will be our Worthy Supreme
Knight’s address. Please consider joining us and con-
tributing to a wonderful celebration of the accomplish-
ments of our Brother Knights.

In the last issue, I discussed with you some of the chal-
lenges to our religious liberties. On March 23rd, many
Knights from around the State joined hundreds of
other freedom loving Americans at the Stand-up for
Religious Freedom Rally at the State House in Trenton.
The Rally was one of 140 occurring around our coun-
try. We were there to send a clear message to our
elected officials in both Trenton and Washington that
our religious freedom is an inalienable right guaran-
teed by the First Amendment of the Constitution of
the United States. It is not a benefit that a government

May is a special month in which we honor Mary, the
Mother of God. By a special act to of His love, Jesus want-
ed to be sure that his Mother would be cared for as He
was dying on the cross. He asked St. John, the Apostle
whom He loved, to care for His Mother. His love for us is
so powerful that it spilled over unto us even though we
helped to put Him on that cross. His love was so strong
that He could not leave us orphaned. Therefore He also
made Mary our Mother. He said to us together with St.
John “Behold Your Mother” She now looks after us with
a mother’s love. Mary took that gift and she will continu-
ally intercede for us when we need her help. The Church
has dedicated the month of May as a time to remind us
of God’s great love for us and Mary’s tremendous moth-
er’s care for us. She watches over us as our mother to pro-
tect us from evil. However, we must cooperate with her.
As a child asks its mother for help when things seem diffi-
cult Mary is always there to assist us.

In the past, Jesus has sent
her to us on a number of
occasions to encourage us to
grow in our Faith. At
Lourdes, at Fatima, at Knock
she has told us of Jesus’
great love for us. She has
shown us of the prayer of
prayer. She encourages us to
use the Rosary, a most pow-
erful prayer. At other times
she has appeared with messages from her Son. She has
told us of the important need for us to stay close to
Jesus, to pray for our needs and to keep His
Commandments. She reminds us that it is important
that we live our Faith each day. This will assist us to
grow closer to Jesus and grow in our love of Him. She

State Chaplain's Message

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 5)
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General Program Director’s Message

Worthy Brothers,

Vivat Jesus while I wish you all a Happy and Holy Easter
season. He has risen!

With that idea in mind let’s look back at what has lead
us to our salvation and how our Lenten and Easter
goals reflect what we as Knights should be making
strides toward our Order’s goals.

Back at the beginning of Lent I mentioned that we can
make our plans to make ourselves a better man, hus-
band, father and mostly a better Catholic. If we were
not successful we could always start again the next day
during Lent to get back on the horse and proceed to
make us a better person and reach our Lenten sacrifices
and goals. If you were the same man on Easter Sunday
as you were on the first day of Lent then there may
have been some failure, but we now have experienced
a new surge and richness in our spiritual life with the
raising of our Lord and we now have an added time to

make ourselves better each
day until Penticost Sunday
when the Easter season will
offically end. Yes the Lord is
good with allowing us time
for redemption!

Just like the two seasons
mentioned in the church cal-
endar, we the Knights of
Columbus also have a few
seasons in our calendar. We
may have failed at bringing in a new member to date.
We may not have held the four First Degrees or
brought a new man to a First degree at some other
Council, but there is still time to hold those degrees
eleven weeks to bring in a new candidate. There is still
time for setting up a few Church Drives to bring that
needed man to your council. There is still the time for

State Membership Chairman’s Message

Grand Knights and Brothers,

Our Easter season has passed and a somewhat early
spring has left us both mowing and “blowing!” In just
a few short weeks, we will be gathering in Wildwood
for our annual Convention to celebrate another suc-
cessful year. All these signs point to the fact that this
Columbian year will soon be drawing to a close.
However, there is always time to do something positive
for your Council or someone in need.

By now, Councils should be identifying next year’s slate
of officers, assessing this past year’s program and
beginning to outline some goals and activities for 2012-
2013. Be sure to review the programs outlined in the
GK’s handbook and on the State Council website.
Watch for program additions, deletions and alterations
to programs so you stay current, knowledgeable and
up-to-date.

Allow me to highlight two very important programs
scheduled for next year. I am reminding the Grand
Knights and all our Brothers of the State Deputy’s desire
to establish a K of C 2nd Responders Team in New
Jersey. It is the hope that this program will help local
councils prepare to serve as “second responders” by pro-
viding food, clothing and shelter to those affected by
disasters. In addition to looking for Knights with the
necessary skills and willingness to participate, we are

looking for a State-wide
Chairman and Brothers who
will step up as Diocesan,
Chapter and Council chairs.
Please review the program
on the Supreme website and
share it with your council.
Identify, enlist and report the
names of willing Brothers to
your State officer, the State
Deputy, or to me.

We will also be adding the “Habitat for Humanity” pro-
gram under our Community activities banner. As you
are undoubtedly aware, “Habitat for Humanity is a
nonprofit, Christian organization . . . that seeks to elim-
inate poverty housing and homelessness one family at a
time. The organization assists in providing quality-built,
affordable homes to needy families by cooperatively
involving the future homeowner with community vol-
unteers and suppliers to build or renovate the home.”
While we recognize that a number of individual coun-
cils within the state do participate in this endeavor, we
hope the development of a State Council program will
bring about a more coordinated effort. Look for infor-
mation in the near future in the new GK handbook and
on the State Council website.

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)
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Brother Knights, 

He is risen! Alleluia! 

It is with these words that we celebrate the most glori-
ous season in the liturgical year, Easter. While Advent
and Christmas are both wonderful times each bringing
with them an optimistic and palpable feeling of hope it
is Easter that truly defines our faith and is the corner-
stone of it. If the story of Jesus had ended with His cruci-
fixion and death to redeem us of our sins Peter and the
rest of the apostles would not have been able to contin-
ue his teachings so effectively. What would have been so
special about this man, Jesus, that we should listen? But,
by rising from the dead in accordance with the scriptures
they could prophetically proclaim that this truly was the
Son of God and we should adhere to His teachings. I
hope that this season of Easter finds you in good health,
physical and spiritual, and that you have emerged from
Lent with a clear vision of what a miracle the gift that
Christ has given you is. 

With the annual state convention in Wildwood less than
one month away that can only mean one thing; the end
of another Columbian year is approaching. When you
began your term of service to your council or assembly
and to our order last July, you no doubt set some goals
to be reached and things to be accomplished. Time is
growing short so you should be reviewing them now
and giving that final push to achieving all you set out to.
The majority of our program offerings is winding down
now, or have already run their course. For those of you
that participated with zeal I thank you. For those of you
that didn’t, I hope the programs you chose to run on
your own were successful. As I’ve said before, a council
with an active program schedule is one that will main-
tain and grow a healthy, active membership. 

April is traditionally the
month in which we don our
aprons and man our posts to
raise funds for the intellectu-
ally challenged.
Unfortunately this very pub-
licly visible program last year
saw a drop from 2010 in col-
lections in excess of
$60,000.00. I know we are
still experiencing a “bad
economy” and I am hoping
this drop in contributions is only a reflection of that. It is
also not too late to organize an event to benefit our
Alzheimer’s Respite Care program. That too is experienc-
ing negative growth from years past. Lastly, with bap-
tism again being offered it is a good time to look at the
Baby Bottle Boomerang program. This easy to administer
program has consistently been very effective in raising
funds to help the unborn. To those who will be partici-
pating, I wish you good luck and good weather. Don’t
forget, www.njkofc.org/programs.html has all the infor-
mation you need for our programs, their forms and
other news and information. 

Vivat Jesus,
Jim Stoever, DD
Special Programs Director

Culture of Life Director’s Message
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State Deputy (continued from page 2)

confers out of a sense of mere tolerance nor can it be
removed at a whim. 

Those attending the Rally had the opportunity to hear
from a number of speakers including Bishop Smith of
Trenton, Marie Tasy, Executive Director of New Jersey
Right to Life, Damon Owens, founder of Joy-Filled
Marriage NJ, Len Deo, president of the New Jersey
Family Policy Council, a number of clergy, religious, med-
ical doctors and students. I had the privilege and honor
of speaking on behalf of my fellow Knights. The clear
message to our elected officials was that we will not
accept any further intrusions on our religious freedom. I
ask that we all keep up the pressure on our representa-
tives in Trenton and Washington. This is a battle that we
cannot and will not lose!

Brothers, I cannot thank you enough for all of your sup-
port thus far this year and for the dedicated service you
have provided to our families, our Church and our com-
munities. I am looking forward to seeing all of you in
Wildwood in May!

Vivat Jesus,
Dan
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Chaplain (continued from page 2)

points out to us that it will bring us the happiness and
a peace of mind that God created for us and wants to
give us. But we must be willing to accept it. God com-
mands us to love Him above all things and to love our
neighbor as ourselves. We can show our love of our
neighbor by giving good example to them. When Jesus
is a real part of our lives we will show Him to others by
the effects they will see in our lives. Of course this
requires us to be strong in our faith and to show God
our love bravely. To stand up for Our Lord.

As a mother, Mary loves us deeply. She will always be
there when our need is great. If we will allow her to
influence our lives she will show us the way to her Son.
She will gain from Jesus whatever we need to live our
Faith well. But we have to make the choice. If we do
Mary will be with us to help gain the strength we need.
She will bring her Son to stand by us and support us if
we make the choice to stand with Him.

Most Rev. Charles J. McDonnell
State Chaplain

General Program (continued from page 3)

Don’t forget to join in the fun and sign up for the first
annual State Council Horseshoe Tournament and the
annual Tank Pull to benefit our “wounded warriors.”
Of course, there is always time to “Fly the Flag,” pro-
vide “Food for the Hungry,” and “Homeless Shelter
Support.” All of these are active, ongoing programs
that need your attention.

One last reminder for the Grand Knights is that you
should start to review the applications for Supreme
Council awards (Star Council, Founders, Father
McGivney and Columbian) and make sure you are
accomplishing the specific requirements for considera-
tion. These applications are due to Supreme by June 30,
2012 so don’t lose out – you still have time, start the
process now.

I am most appreciative of all that has been accom-
plished this year to date. Why not make room for just
one more thing! Look forward to meeting you in
Wildwood!!!

Fraternally, 
Tom Ponting
State Director of General Programs

redemption but time will run out on all of us. The
Columbian Year is drawing near!

Will there be the weeping and gnashing of teeth if you
and your council members refuse to make a
stronger effort to add new men and retain the mem-
bers that you still have?

Let’s work to the true cause as I have asked each Grand
Knight, and their council members for the last nine
months and that is to dig a bit deeper and bolster your
membership numbers. Looking at what has transpired
over the Christmas season and with all the moves by
government intervention for healthcare and the every-
day constant pounding by groups to allow abortion to
run rampant here in this country, our need for as many
Catholic men to join has never been more vital than
ever! We need more Catholic men to lock arms and
march proudly as we as Knights have done through the
ages to stand up and fight the good fight. An Army can
only fight the good fight only if they have the man-
power and the equipment to fight the battle. We have
the equipment which is prayer and the rosary. Now we
need the men!

That is why every Jersey Knight needs to do their job
and actually ask a Catholic gentleman to come and be
a part of us. The goal is to be able to stand up for what
is right and just. My goal is to help every man in the
Order of the K of C in Jersey to understand that we
need more men to make the load lighter!

How?

If every council in the State of New Jersey brings in just
three new men each month for the next three months
we can make our goal of strengthening the rank and
file of the New Jersey Knights of Columbus! I fear we
may need each and every man available in the coming
months ahead. If you think what happened in Pitman
this year was a fluke, you are highly mistaken. It was
the tip of the iceberg!

As I started out in this article, redemption has many
facets. Redemption can only happen if we try and work
hard at doing what is asked and expected of us when it
comes to Membership! The Venerable Michael J.
McGivney had the foresight to see what could and may
happen in the future. Don’t let his dream faulter.

I wish you all peace and understanding until we see
each other soon.

God bless!
John W. Brandon, FDD
New Jersey State Membership Program Director

Membership (continued from page 3)
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Msgr. Robert Fitzpatrick Council 7041, Hasbrouck
Heights, NJ recently donated to Corpus Christi School,
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ a new state of the art audio/visual
system for the school cafeteria. It included the cost of
replacing the ceiling tiles in the cafeteria, with labor pro-
vided by the Knights. The system includes surround
sound, microphone, computer projection, DVD, CD and
iPod hook ups to be used by the school and the parish.

Last year the Council donated funds to the school for a
new Science Lab with proceeds from a raffle and general
charity funds. This continues the Council’s support of
Catholic Education at Corpus Christi School.

Fraternally,
Silvio Sartori, DD 11

Pictured are DGK Warren Stroedecke, PGK and DD 11 Silvio
Sartori, Treasurer Michael Ciano, Principal Mrs. Michelle Murillo
and Pastor Msgr. Lewis Papera in front of the new equipment
in the Cafeteria.

New A/V System for School

Left to right: Deputy Grand Knight George Dotsey, from
Father Joseph D. Gallagher Council 3673, Morrisville, PA, New
Jersey’s Knights of Columbus State Deputy Daniel Rossi, Pastor
of St. Gregory the Great, Father Ian Trammell, Grand Knight
John Bavoso from St. Gregory the Great Council 7677,
Hamilton Square, NJ and Chancellor Michael Frank from St.
Gregory the Great Council 7677, Hamilton Square, NJ are pic-
tured above during a joint council presentation of a
wheelchair which will be used by the handicapped parish-
ioners of St. Gregory the Great.

Wheelchair Donated

A new 2nd degree team was
recently formed. The team is
made up of members from local
councils in the Paterson Diocese.
The team has been named the
“Frederick J. Conforti 2nd
Degree Team.” It is in honor of
1st NJ District Former Master
Fred Conforti, for his many years
(about 43 years) of faithful ser-
vice of Degree work. Fred has
conferred the honors of 1st, 2nd,
3rd and 4th Degrees to many
(too many to count) Knights
throughout his years on various
Degree Teams. This team, named
after him, will ensure his name
and legacy will continue.

Fraternally,
Tom Straten, DD 41

Pictured (L-R): Back row: Harry Aharon Jr., Dave Mallonee PGK, Ken Molnar PFN, Steve
DeFilippis Ins. Agent. Front row: James Aulino FDD, Rich Connor DD, John Nicole, Lou Bensi
FDD, PFN, State Deputy Dan Rossi, Fred Conforti FM, Fr. Jody Baran-Deg Chaplain, State
Treasurer Bruce DeMolli, Michael Vaclavicek DD-Team Captain.

New 2nd Degree Team Formed
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From March 5 to 11, 2012, St. Joseph Council 3402 dis-
played the Icon, Our Lady of Guadalupe at Holy Family
Church in Union Beach, NJ. Pictured from left to right:
Richard Healey (PGK), Peter Cassiday (PGK), Eugene
McDonald, William Horton, Jr. (GK), Robert Paolantonio,
Donald Kehoe (PGK), Icon, Michael Ray, Norman Hughes,
(PGK), Anthony Cooper, Carmelo Bagnato, Fr. Francis
Cheruparampil, and Richard King (PGK).

Fraternally,
William Horton Jr.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Brothers and Friends:

The Knights of Columbus 857 will conclude it's
2011/2012 Social/Community Lecture Series with four
presentations on ocular health. For the next four
months, doctors from our area will make presentations
relating to eye diseases and the four leading causes of
blindness in the US.

The presentations will be on the 1st Tuesday of the
month (March-June) and will start at 8:30 PM immedi-
ately after a brief Knights of Columbus Council meeting.
Please note that the KofC meetings are closed to non-
members.

The dates and topics for the presentations are as follows:
March 6th – Cataracts (Dr. Marta Fabrykowski)
April 3rd – Glaucoma (Dr. Jorge Melendez)
May 1st – Diabetic Retinopathy (Dr. Amrit Moonga)
June 5th – Macular Degeneration (Dr. Chelsea Mathis)

We URGE all members, member's families and friends of
the Council to attend all of these very important presen-
tations. THEY ARE FREE . . . And we will have coffee and
snacks afterwards!

Thanks to Dr. George Veliky of Omni Eye Services in Iselin
for arranging these great presentations and Brother
Frank Sokloski, PGK for suggesting these presentations!

Fraternally,
James Kevin Sullivan, GK
857 Middlesex Council

Social Meeting Lecture Series

The photo at right
shows Past Grand
Knight of the
Knights of
Columbus Saint
Joseph Church in
High Bridge, Bill
Cerwinski (L),
accepting the
Knights of Columbus
Star Council Award
for the Columbian Year that ended this past June from
District Deputy Bill Hoffman. The award is presented to
councils for outstanding achievements in programing,
membership recruitment and retention and promotion
of the Order's insurance program. Saint Joseph Council
has received the Star Council Award many times since its
founding in 1991, including each of the last six years!

Fraternally,
Charlie Bruton

Star Council Award

SUCCASUNNA, NJ,
MARCH 1, 2012:
Knights of
Columbus St.
Therese Council
6320 will hold its
Annual Charity
Live Auction and
Tricky Tray on April
21, 2012, in the St.
Therese School
auditorium, Main

Street, Succasunna, NJ. The doors open at 6:00 PM. First
portion of the Tricky Tray starts at 7:15pm followed by
the LIVE auction at 8:00 PM, with remainder of Tricky
Tray following the LIVE Auction. Net proceeds will be
used to support Council activities, including donations to
Hope House, Birth Haven, Calabrese House, Boys and
Girls Scouts, college scholarships and to the other chari-
ties supported by the Council.

Items include sports memorabilia, jewelry, vacations, gift
certificates, consumer electronics, plus many unique
offerings. Admission is $5.00. Special appetizers will be
furnished by Outback Steakhouse® of Ledgewood.
Other refreshments will be served. Major credit cards are
accepted. Must be 21 years of age to attend.

John R. Wolf
Council 6320 Communications

Charity Auction & Tricky Tray
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The Blessed Kateri
Knights of
Columbus Council
13677 from
Sparta recently
hosted its annual
basketball free
throw competi-
tion for boys and
girls ages 10-18.
The competition
was hosted at
Pope John XXIII
High School and
involved a 15-shot
competition. This
competition is
sponsored each

year by the Knights of Columbus to foster fun competi-
tion and teamwork. Grand Knight Nick Cutrone would
like to thank Squires Vinny Carlesi, Grant Fletcher, Ryan
Hutchison, Danny Lubertazzi, Jack Lubertazzi, Hunter
Roggero and James Schoch for their participation and
help with coordinating the different age groups. Thanks
also to Past Grand Knight Joe Deluca who coordinated
the event along with help from Knights Vinny Carlesi,
Bruce Fletcher, John Schoch and parents Matt Lubertazzi
and Inga Roggero. And finally special thanks to Pope
John Athletic Director, Mia Gavan, for her help in coordi-
nating use of the gym for the morning.

For more information on the Blessed Kateri Knights of
Columbus please visit www.blessedkaterinjkofc.org.

Fraternally,
Nicholas Cutrone, GK
Blessed Kateri Knights of Columbus
Council 13677

Blessed Kateri Squires line up prior to
the competition. Front row from left:
Grant Fletcher, Hunter Roggero, Jack
Lubertazzi and Vinny Carlesi, Jr. Back
row from left: Ryan Hutchison, Danny
Lubertazzi and James Schoch.

Free Throw Contest
The Knights of
Columbus have
had a Family of
the Year program
as part of council
activities for
many years.
However, in the
past the father
had to be a mem-
ber of the
Knights.  This
year, our Supreme

Council opened the selection not only to Knights and
their families, but also to deserving Catholic families
within the parish.  Hopewell council 7103 appreciates
how valuable this program is for the recognition of out-
standing families who exemplify "Faith in Action."  We
take great pride in announcing Bill and Maryann
Wagner with their daughter Jenna as the Knights of
Columbus Hopewell Council selection for Family of the
Year from St. George Parish, Titusville.

Fraternally,
Bob Rushnak, GK 7103

(L to R) Bob Rushnak, Grand Knight;
Msgr. James Innocenzi, Pastor of St.
George and Chaplin for Hopewell
Council; Bill, Maryann and Jenna Wagner.

Family of the Year

In the last issue of The Cavalcade, there was some mis-
information concerning the Patriot Award. The award
was presented to the Monsignor Stein Assembly 0645
and not solely to John Hughes. John was the chairper-
son for the event but was not solely responsible for
this event. John Hughes approached the Faithful
Navigator, SK Ken Molnar and asked if he with the
Assembly would take on the challenge of the Tank
Pull. Brother Ken being a faithful and true Knight
accepted this with courage and grace. Under the lead-
ership and guidance of Ken Molnar, the Monsignor
Stein Assembly stepped up to the plate and made that
first Tank Pull a success. Brother Hughes was the chair-
person for this wonderful event and dedicated much
time and effort but could not have accomplished this
without the Assembly. It is true that John Hughes is to
be given much credit for his hard work and diligence
but it was the Monsignor Stein Assembly that deserves
the credit and I ask that you join with our brother
Knights throughout the world in congratulating and
celebrating with the Monsignor Stein Assembly 0645
and the Past Faithful Navigator Ken Molnar for what
they have accomplished.

Submitted by The Reverend Father Jody John Baran,
Faithful Friar of the Monsignor Stein Assembly 0645

Patriot Award

Twice a month since January members of the Our Lady
of Fatima Round Table, members of Council 12769, help
out at the church food pantry. One council member picks
up bread from a local bakery the night before and sever-
al men come in
early Saturday
morning to sepa-
rate, bag and
hand out a loaf to
each client. On
any given
Saturday the
members will
hand out thirty
five to sixty loaves
of bread.

Fraternally,
Neal McGarrity

In the picture are members Mario, Juan,
Alfred and Patrick.

Helping the Food Pantry



The Cavalcade
PAGE 9

The New Jersey State Council of the Knights of Columbus
recently presented Lourdes Health Foundation with a
$7,900 check for the repair and future preservation of
the iconic Our Lady of Lourdes statue, that sustained
extensive structural damage during the earthquake this
past August. Keeping with the first principle of the
Order – Charity, Councils, Chapters, Assemblies and indi-
vidual members of the Knights of Columbus joined
together in an incredible effort to preserve the beloved
area landmark. For every Council that donated $500 or
more, the State Council donated an additional $250.

Fraternally,
Dan Rossi

Pictured from left to right: Reginald F. Beckett, Supreme Director
for the Knights of Columbus; Ruth Cila, Executive Director for
Lourdes Health Foundation; Daniel Rossi, State Deputy for the
New Jersey State Council of the Knights of Columbus; Andrew
E. Lipenta, State Secretary for the New Jersey State Council of
the Knights of Columbus; Sister Helen Owens, Vice President of
Mission for Lourdes Health System; Sister Rosemarie Kolmer,
Director of Pastoral Care for Lourdes Health System; Dr.
Reginald Blaber, President of Lourdes Medical Associates; Kim
Barnes, Vice President of Planning and Development for
Lourdes Health System.

Our Lady of Lourdes Statue
On February 18,
2012, the Knights
of Columbus St.
Philip The Apostle
Council 11671
hosted its annual
beefsteak
fundraiser for the
Mgsr. Peter J.
Doody Scholarship
Fund. The scholar-
ship fund donates
a scholarship to an
8th Grader from
St. Philip The
Apostle who wish-
es to attend a

Catholic High School, and to one other student who con-
tinues to study at St. Philip The Apostle.

Our Guests of Honor were Passaic County Sheriff 
Richard Berdnick and Dr. John Houston, Associate Dean
at Fordham University.   Both are also members of the 
K of C St. Philip The Apostle Council 11671.

Fraternally,
PGK Carlos Roco
St. Philip The Apostle Council 11671

In the picture are: inset: Sheriff Richard
Berdnick. left-right: Event Chairman
Dennis Fitzpatrick, District Deputy Ray
Lill, Grand Knight Jack Jaeger, Dr. John
Houston, Fr. Paul Manning, Pastor and
Chaplain of St. Philip The Apostle, and
Deputy Grand Knight David Cordero.

Beefsteak Fundraiser

The Benedict XV Council 2355, Cliffside Park NJ celebrat-
ed its 90th anniversary on February 20th at Café Tivoli in
Ridgefield Park. Pictured are Past Grand Knights of the
Council including Chaplain PGK Father Mike Gubernat
and District Deputy Anthony La Franca. 

Fraternally,
Vincent deLhery, GK
Benedict XV Council 2355

90th Anniversary

Tickets for the 2012 State
Council Charitable 50/50
Raffle were sent to mem-
bers in March. In addition,
each District Deputy
received a supply of tickets
for councils that want to

purchase tickets in their own name or for members who
want extra tickets. Council and assembly leaders are
encouraged to promote the raffle and encourage their
members to participate.

Dan Rossi, our State Deputy, reminds us of the importance
of this program and that the first prize in each of the past
two raffles has been nearly $40,000!!

The deadline for returning the tickets and donations
is May 5. If a member misses that mail-in deadline, he is
asked to give his ticket and donation to a council or
assembly officer who plans to attend the State
Convention in Wildwood.

IMPORTANT — If you have not returned your tickets yet,
please make sure you return the correct portion (the stub
with your name and contact information). State Raffle Co-
Chair Wayne McKay, PGK, tells us that every year a number
of members have returned the wrong end of the ticket!!!

Fraternally, 
Greg Boyle, Raffle Co-Chair

2012 State Council Raffle News
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7th Grade: Thomas Kolnick Council 3532

8th Grade: Patrick McKelvey Council 5611

9th Grade: Christian Grapel Council 5611

10th Grade: Mary Woodruff Council 3294

11th Grade: Meleana Sziszak Council 6209

12th Grade: Alvin Granados Council 6209

Each winner will receive $250 in American Express Gift
Cards.

Fraternally,
Paul J. Walker
State Chairman 

2011 Essay Contest Winners

The South Plainfield Knights of Columbus held their
annual Keystone Lunch at the Holy Savior Academy on
March 10th. Every month Sacred Heart Church and
Father John Paul Alvarado holds a special Mass for the
Mentally Challenged residents from the Keystone
Community as well as other residents from around
Middlesex County and organizations from around South
Plainfield serve the residents Lunch afterwards.  This
month’s theme was St. Patrick’s Day.

The South Plainfield Knights have supported this lunch
for over 30 years. Pizza, pretzels, dessert and drinks were
served to the over 80 residents that attended.

The Chairman of this event was Grand Knight Joe
Scrudato and he would like to thank Joe McGeehan for
getting all of the food as well as all of the Knights and
Sister Columbiettes who attended.

Fraternally,
Joe Scrudato, GK

Our Lady of the
Highway Council
3835 hosted a

District plus Local Free Throw Contest at the Little Falls
Athletic Club gymnasium on Saturday, February 11. The
contest was for boys and girls ages 10 to 14.

Fraternally,
Chris Troyano
Inside Guard, Council 3835

John Goldinak, age
11, of Little Falls,
getting set to
shoot 1 of 15 free
throws with scorer
Lou Bensi, PGK,
FDD & PFN, mem-
ber of Mary Help
of Christians
Council 6805.

All the contestants plus the K of C members: Local Free Throw
Chairmen Ron Yutko (2nd from left) and Grand Knight Mark
Kimble (4th from left); plus District Chairman District Deputy
Mike Vaclavicek (3rd from right) are in the back row.

Keystone Lunch Free Throw Contest

Brother Knights
from Father John
P. Wessel Council
6530 of St. Joan
of Arc Parish in
Marlton, NJ
donated $500.00
to  St. Joan of
Arc  Helping
Hand Parish
Ministry in

Marlton, NJ. The Ministry gives aid to families with finan-
cial need in paying their household utilities. The Knights
generated the funds by selling the "Keep Christ in
Christmas" car magnets and window decals in December.

Fraternally,
Eduardo Fuentecilla

St. Joan of Arc Helping Hand
Parish Ministry
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The Lyndhurst Knights Of Columbus Council 2396 recently held a chicken din-
ner to raise funds for Autism New Jersey, a cause very close to the hearts of
Past Grand Knight Joe DiMasi and his wife Nancy. “My wife Nancy is present-
ly the Chairperson of the Lyndhurst Chapter of Autism New Jersey and she
will soon be its President,” announced Joe. “And my Brother Knights have
always been very supportive of our involvement in this charity.”

To this end, the Lyndhurst Knights sponsored a Chicken Dinner at the
Lyndhurst Senior Center and invited Linda Meyer, Executive Director of
Autism New Jersey, as their guest speaker. “During the event, our Knights of
Columbus Council awarded Ms. Meyer a donation of $500 so that Autism
New Jersey may continue their good works,” said Tim Suter, current Grand
Knight. 

Fraternally,
Joseph Shinnick

Pictured (standing l to r): Joe DiMasi PGK,
Knights Financial Secretary Nick Garafalo
PGK, Executive Director of Autism New
Jersey Linda Meyers, Deputy Grand
Knight Sal Russo (seated l to r): Nancy
Holck and her son Christopher, and Joe &
Nancy DiMasi’s daughter, Krystal.

Dinner For Autism Awareness

Zoetjes and Squire Rose Cassandra Zoetjes. They com-
bined their fundraising efforts and sold 50 Luminary kits
generating over $500 in donations. The Squires would
also like to thank Greene’s Beans Cafe, Augie’s Bagels,
Frank’s Pizza, Center Cleaners, Sparta Stop ’n Shop, Cafe
Pierrot, and Knoll Heights Center for their ongoing sup-
port of this important program. 

The Squires are the youth branch of the Knights of
Columbus for Catholic boys ages 10-18. The Squire Roses
are the youth branch for Catholic girls ages 10-18.
Blessed Kateri is the only parish in New Jersey to sponsor
a Knights council, a Squires circle, and a Squire Rose cir-
cle. For more information on the Squires or Roses please
visit www.blessedkaterinjkofc.org. For more information
on Blessed Kateri parish please visit
www.blessedkateri.org. For more information on the
New Jersey Knights of Columbus please visit
www.njkofc.org. And for more information on the
Interfaith Hospitality Network, please visit 
www.helpnjhomeless.org.

The Blessed Kateri Columbian Squires Circle 5177 (also
known as the St. Leonides circle) continues to expand
efforts to support important community programs. The
2nd Annual Luminary Night provided a “Beacon of
Hope” for the homeless of Sussex County. Proceeds of
over $3,400 were recently donated to the Interfaith
Hospitality Network. Squire team captains Ben Insley and
Ed Weaver presented a check to Julie Schuldner,
Executive Director of the Interfaith Hospitality Network
at Blessed Kateri parish in Sparta. The project is based on

the famous Luminary night held each year in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania. Chief Squire Joe Whitney would like to
thank Ben and Ed for their leadership in pulling this
event together. Deputy Chief Squire Frank Cutrone
noted that the Squires rallied together to support this
important project and were joined this year by the newly
formed Squire Roses. Special thanks was also given to
the brother and sister team of Squire John Hunter

Luminary Night

Blessed Kateri Squires and friends stand ready to put out
Luminary candles in front of new entrance to the Sparta parish.
From left: Hunter Roggero, Joey Piccotti, Ashley Markferding,
Amanda Markferding, Greg Cooper, Ben Insley, Dominick
Bartolomeo, Daniel Smith, Jon Zachok and Ed Weaver.

Squire Luminary team captains present check for $3,400 to
Interfaith Executive Director Julie Schuldner. From left: District
Deputy Charles Farrie, Squire Ben Insley, Julie Schuldner, Squire
Ed Weaver and Grand Knight Nick Cutrone.
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS JUNE 1, 2012.
Please share this copy of The Cavalcade with a Brother Knight.

2012 N.J. Knights of Columbus State Convention
May 18 – 19, 2012 • Wildwood, NJ

Convention Activities Schedule
FRIDAY – MAY 18

9:00 am Opening Mass – St. Ann’s Church, 2900 Pacific Ave., Wildwood
10:30 am Registration of Delegates – Convention Center
11:30 am Wreath Laying Ceremony – Columbus Monument
12:00 pm Opening of First Business Session – Convention Center
3:00 pm Conclusion of First Business Session – Convention Center
3:15 pm Convention Committee Meetings – Convention Center
4:00 pm Registration Closes

SATURDAY – MAY 19
8:00 am Registration of Delegates – Convention Center
8:30 am Start of Annual Blood Drive – Convention Center
9:30 am Opening of Second Business Session – Convention Center

12:30 pm Ladies Luncheon – Io E Tu Restorante, 3813 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood
3:00 pm Conclusion of Second Business Session – Convention Center
4:30 pm Closing Mass – St. Ann’s Church, 2900 Pacific Ave., Wildwood
6:00 pm Reception and Banquet – Convention Center


